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National News

U.S. Congress Apologizes for Slavery

The U.S. Senate on Thursday
apologized for  slavery, £
making it the second body in £
Congress to approve such a
measure. The vote comes a
year after the U.S. House of
Representatives apologized
for slavery.

The unanimous vote by the
upper chamber of Congress
also came one day before
many African Americans
commemorate Juneteenth,
the day when word finally
reached slaves in Galveston,
Texas that the Civil War and |
slavery had ended.

The resolution says that “the
legacy of African-Americans
is interwoven with the very
fabric of the democracy and
freedom of the United States” but
recalls that “millions of Africans and
their descendants were enslaved
in the United States and the 13
American colonies from 1619 through
1865.”

The resolution admits that Africans
were “forced into slavery” where
they were “brutalized, humiliated,
dehumanized, and subjected to
the indignity of being stripped of
their names and heritage.” And it
acknowledges that many enslaved
families were “torn apart after family
members were sold separately.”
Although the resolution decries the
“visceral racism against people
of African descent” that became
“enmeshed in the social fabric of
the United States,” the nonbinding
measure does not  authorize
reparations for descendants of
African American slaves.

“Nothing in this resolution authorizes
or supports any claim against
the United States or serves as a
settlement of any claim against the
United States,” the resolution states.
The failure to permit reparations is all

signed the Emancipation

1 Proclamation abolishing
slavery in states that

were in rebellion against

the more stunning considering the
resolution specifically admits that
descendants of African American
slaves “saw the fleeting political,
social, and economic gains they made
during Reconstruction eviscerated

by virulent racism, lynchings,
disenfranchisement, Black Codes,
and racial segregation laws that

imposed a rigid system of officially

sanctioned racial segregation in
virtually all areas of life.”
The  Senate resolution even

acknowledges that these Jim Crow
laws “officially existed until the 1960s-
-a century after the official end of
slavery in the United States.” But still
no reparations for those who suffered
through Jim Crow until the 1960s.

Nor does the resolution provide
compensation for those African
Americans who “continue to suffer
from the consequences of slavery
and Jim Crow laws--long after both
systems were formally abolished.”

Slavery was abolished in the U.S. with
the ratification of the 13th amendment
to the Constitution in 1865. During
the Civil War, President Lincoln had

the federal government,
but that order had little
immediate effect on
the vast majority of
slaves, who were held
4 in Confederate states at
war with the U.S.
This is not the first time
the federal government
has stepped into the
issue of slavery. In 2003,
President George W.
Bush made a trip to
Goree Island, Senegal, a
former slave port, where
he described slavery
as “one of the greatest
crimes of history.” The bill also notes
that President Bill Clinton addressed
“the deep-seated problems caused
by the continuing legacy of racism
against  African-Americans  that
began with slavery, when he initiated
a national dialogue about race.”
“An apology for centuries of brutal
dehumanization and injustices cannot
erase the past, but confession of
the wrongs committed and a formal
apology to African-Americans will help
bind the wounds of the Nation that
are rooted in slavery and can speed
racial healing and reconciliation and
help the people of the United States
understand the past and honor the
history of all people of the United
States,” the resolution states.
Although the House passed a similar
resolution apologizing for slavery in
2008, the new version of the Senate
resolution will reportedly be sent to
the House for its approval as well.
Six states (Virginia, Alabama, Florida,
Maryland, New Jersey and North
Carolina) have already apologized for
slavery.

Clarence Thomas
casts lone vote

against Voting
Rights Act

Inan 8-1 U.S. Supreme Court decision,
Justice Clarence Thomas cast the
lone vote against a key provision of
the Voting Rights Act on Monday.

The Court, in Northwest Austin
Municipal Utility District Number One
v. Holder declined to overturn the
1965 Voting Rights Act that has often
been challenged by conservative
critics as unnecessary. Instead it
avoided the “difficult” question about
the constitutionality of the law. But
the Court did allow a tiny Texas
municipality to be exempted from a
requirement to provide advance notice
before making changes to its election

procedures.

In his dissent, Thomas seemed to
argue that the Voting Rights Act is no
longer necessary because the explicit
racial segregation of the Jim Crow era
is gone.

“The violence, intimidation and
subterfuge that led Congress to pass
Section 5 and this court to uphold it
no longer remains,” Thomas wrote. He
admitted that in 1965, “Congress had
every reason to conclude that States
with a history of disenfranchising voters
based on race would continue to do all
they could to evade the constitutional
ban on voting discrimination.” But,

“The extensive

Thomas
pattern of discrimination that led the
Court to previously uphold Section
5 ... no longer exists...And the days

added,

of ‘grandfather clauses, property
qualifications, ‘good character’ tests,
and the requirement that registrants
‘understand’ or ‘interpret’ certain
matter,” are gone.”

The remaining eight members of
the court avoided the constitutional
issue. “Whether conditions continue
to justify such legislation is a difficult
constitutional question we do not
answer today,” Chief Justice Roberts
wrote for the Court.





