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The Rev. Jesse Jackson Sr., express-
ing sorrow for a vulgar r emark that
he made concerning presidential

hopeful Barack Obama, says his only
intent was to point out the need to bal -
ance campaign talk about self-responsi-
bility and faith-based initiatives in the
Black community with talk about the
crisis that America’s Black communities
are now suffering.

“My heart is contrite. Barber shop, lock-
er room trash talk should never be a
part of public policy . For that I express
painful regret,” he said this week in an
interview with the NNP A News Service.
“That’s not my intent, my motive, my
message. And he knew it because he
responded quickly by accepting my
apology.”

Not realizing that his microphone was
already on as he waited for a Fox News
interview, Jackson angrily told a fellow
guest in a whisper that Obama is “talk-
ing down to Black people.” And then he
added, “I want to cut his nuts off.”

The gaffe, which sent high voltage
shock waves when later aired by Fox
and other national news channels, drew
scorching criticism from even Jackson’s
closest allies, including his son, U. S.
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., a co-chair of the
Obama campaign.

“I reject and repudiate his ugly rheto-
ric,” said Rep. Jackson Jr.
Rev. Jackson told NNPA that the con-
versation with the guest was about
recent personal responsibility speeches
made by Obama at Black churches and
about faith-based programs, which
denotes community-based initiatives in
which Black people help to meet their
own needs.

“By ‘talking down ’, I did not mean he
was talking in a contempt way, but, talk-
ing with a message that did not corre-
spond to the size and depth of our crisis.
We’re in crisis. We’re in crisis,” Jackson
stressed.
Part of the criticism from Jackson – also
a former presidential candidate – had
been sparked by Obama's Father’s Day
message that strongly urged Black
fathers who are absent from their
homes to be more responsible to their
children.

In an NNPA interview two weeks ago,
Obama explained that he did not mean
to stereotype Black males in that mes-
sage and stressed that he has been talk-
ing about America’s sins against the
Black community.

“The fact that I made one speech about
the very real problems of the fathers not
looking after our kids doesn’t negate
everything that I’ve been talking about
during the course of this campaign,
about people lacking health care about
the problems of the unjust criminal jus-
tice system. I’ve given multiple speech-
es on these issues and I will continue
to,” he said.

But Jackson, whose 1984 and 1988
presidential campaigns focused almost
solely on the need for the “rainbow ” of
America’s cultures to hold government
accountable for disparate treatment of
the underserved and disadvantaged,
says the senator’s message is not bal-
anced enough.

“Personal responsibility will not offset
the impact of plants closing, jobs leav-
ing, drugs and guns coming. We are
simply overwhelmed by the structural
collapse. We believe in faith-based if
faith-based means day care and after

school programs,” Jackson says.

Despite the crude remark, Jackson
described his scrutiny of the Obama
campaign as “loving criticism.”

He says, “Our appeal is a loving criti-
cism because I voted for Barack as a
state senator, as a U. S. Senator, and as
president I have endorsed him unsolicit-
ed and unequivocally,” he said.

Following an Obama speech before the
NAACP convention in Cincinnati on
Monday, Jackson issued a statement
praising the Senator.

''Senator Obama provided a compr e-
hensive analysis of the problems and
solutions needed to address today’s
agenda,'' the Jackson statement said. ''It
was a common ground analysis assert-
ing that the civil rights agenda is an
agenda shared by ALL Americans.''

But, Obama was also clear that his mes-
sage will continue to include personal
responsibility by African-Americans and
others.

In what appeared to be a direct
response to Jackson's criticism, he told
the enthusiastically applauding NAACP
audience, ''There's some who've been
saying I've been too tough talking about
responsibility. But here at the NAACP,
I'm here to report I'm not going to stop
talking about it.
Because...no matter how many 10-point
plans we propose, or how many gov-
ernment programs we launch - none of
it will make any difference if we don't
seize more responsibility in our own
lives.''

Receiving continued applause and
cheers, Obama also promised to fight

racism and inequality.

''That means removing the barriers of
prejudice and misunderstanding that
still exist in America. It means fighting to
eliminate discrimination fr om every
corner of our country . It means chang-
ing hearts and changing minds and
making sure that every American is
treated equally under the law.''

Jackson said in the interview that he
only wanted Obama to speak to
African-American groups with the same
balanced and pointed messages that he
brings to other groups.

“You go to a Latino group and speak
about the road to citizenship, bilingual
education and wages. You go to labour
and you talk about the right to or ganize,
the task of securing jobs. When you go
to business leaders, you talk about tax
benefits, incentives and market growth.
You go to women and you talk about
self-determination, Title 9 and Row v.
Wade. So there’s an attempt there to
make a message that has broader appli-
cation to speak to the particulars of
those group situations,” he says.

“We have chronic levels of unemploy-
ment….There are 2.3 million
Americans in prison. A million ar e
Black. There are 900,000 young Black
men in jail. We’re number one in infant
mortality, number one in life expectan-
cy, number one in unemployment,
number one in the home for eclosure
crisis,” Jackson said.

“So, we have a malfunction of structur -
al inequality that must be addressed if
America is to grow. And so my only
appeal was that the message must
appeal to the nature and size of our
problem. That’s the point.”
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