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Are You Ready for This:

See “Prepare for Election” Series
pages 2, 3, 6

Singer Bobby Brown plans to marry
girlfriend Alicia Etheridge, says
Mac Cronicles.

Brown was divorced from Whitney
Houston in April 2007. Apparently
he is ready to take the step again. 

Sources say Etheridge is optimistic
that the relationship will be
blessed with longtivity. She refers
to the fact Brown comes from
‘good stock’, because his parents
have been married for many years. 
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POLITICS / PUBLIC AFFAIRS
This week launc hes Minority R epor ter's "prepare for election" series whic h will end on Election Da y November 4, 2008.

Since the Republican National Convention ends after this week's deadline we will cover that event's "in their own words" next week.

McKinney acceptis Green
Party nomination

"…In 1851, in Akron, Ohio a former
slave woman, abolitionist, and
woman's rights activist by the name
of Sojourner Truth gave a speech
now known as 'Ain't I a Woman.'
Sojourner Truth began her remarks,
'Well children, where there is so
much racket, there must be some-
thing out of Hilter.'…
"As it was in 1851, so too it is in
2008. There is so much racket that
we, too, know something is out of
kilter. In 1851, the racket was about
a woman's right to vote. 
"[And] … just a few years before
Sojourner uttered those now famous
words … suffragists met in Seneca
Falls, New York and issued a decla-
ration.… "We hold these truths to be
self-evident: that all men and

women are created equal…

"And just like the women and men
at the Seneca Falls Convention in
1848 who declared their independ-
ence from the Old Order, I celebrat-
ed my
birthday
last year
by doing
some-
thing I
had done
a dozen
times in
my head,
but had
never done publicly: 
"I declared my independence from
every bomb dropped, every threat
leveled, every civil liberties rollback,
every child killed, every veteran
maimed, every man tortured, and

the national leadership that let this
happen."
"…All over the world, Green Party
members are working as elected
leaders in government to make pub-
lic policy reflect our Green values:
Wangari Mathai, former
Parliamentarian from Kenya, Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate-Green Party
member; Ingrid Betancourt, recently
released hostage in Colombia, for-
mer Senator and Presidential candi-
date-Green Party member. Green
Party members make public policy
at the national level on every
Continent-but not yet in our country.
"…Voters in this country are scared
into not voting their hopes, their
dreams, and their aspirations. But
in Bolivia and Ecuador and
Argentina and Chile and Nicaragua

and Spain,
and India
and Cote
d'Ivoire and
Haiti, voters
were not
afraid to
vote their
hopes and
dreams

and guess, what. Their dreams
came true. Ours can, too.”

SPEECH EXCERPT FROM www.run-
cynthiarun.org "McKinney's accept-
ance speech" July 13, 2008: Austin
Cassidy's Independent Political

Report http://www.independentpo-
liticalreport.com/2008/0 7/mckin -
neys-acceptance-speech/
Former Congresswoman Cynthia
Ann McKinney was a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives (her
district Atlanta, Fulton County,
Georgia) January 3, 1993-January 3,
2003 and January 3, 2005-January
3, 2007. She is a graduate of the
University of Southern California-Los
Angeles and studied at the Fletcher
School of Law and Diplomacy-
Medford, Mass. She was diplomatic
fellow at Spellman College-Atlanta,
Ga., a member of the faculty of
Clark Atlanta University and Agnes
Scott College-Atlanta, and a mem-
ber of the State of Georgia House of
Representatives (1988-1992). Her
birth date is March 17, 1955. 

Source:
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts
/biodisplay.pl?index=m000523.
See also Cynthia Ann McKinney
(Green Party candidate for U.S.
President), Rosa Alicia Clemente
(Green Party candidate for Vice
President) bios at
htp://www.votetruth08.com/index.p
hp/learn/mee t-the-candidates/.
Candidates also in July 21, 2008,
interview with Democracy Now's
Amy Goodman: www.democra-
cynow.org.

“I declared my independence from every
bomb dropped, every threat leveled,
every civil liberties rollback, every child
killed, every veteran maimed, every man
tortured, and the national leadership
that let this happen.“

In Their Own Words

Nader/Gonzalez's push 12-
point crack down on corpo -
rate crime and violence

Increase Corporate Crime
Prosecution Budgets:

The Department of Justice's corpo-
rate crime division and the
Securities and Exchange

Commission have been chronically
and pitifully underfunded and there-
fore do not have sufficient
resources to combat the massive
often reported corporate crime wave
in the United States. This results in
inadequate investigation, settlement
of cases for weak fines and ignoring
many corporate crime violators com-
pletely. There needs to be a strong
corporate law-and-order will in the
White House.

cont’d on next page
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Ban Corporate Criminals from
Government Contracts:

The U.S. should enact a tough, seri-
ous debarment statute that would
deny federal business to serious
and/or repeat corporate lawbreakers.
The federal government spends
$265 billion annually on goods and
services. These contracts should not
support corporate criminals. These
standards should also apply to pro-
curement contracts in Iraq.

Crack Down on Corporate Tax
Avoidance:

The U.S. should punish corporate tax
escapees by closing the offshore
reincorporation loophole and banning
government contracts and subsidies
for companies that relocate their
headquarters to an offshore tax
haven. The IRS should be given more
power and more budgetary resources
to go after corporate tax avoiders.
Publicly-traded corporations should
be required to make their tax returns
public.

Democratize Corporate Governance:

Shareholders should be granted the
right to democratically nominate and
elect the corporate board of directors
by opening up proxy access to minori-
ty shareholders and introducing
cumulative voting and competitive
elections. Shareholders should be
given the power to approve all major
business decisions, including top
executive compensation.
Shareholders should be treated as
the owners of the corporation-since,
in fact, that is what they are.

Expand Corporate Disclosure:

Corporate sunshine laws should be
enacted that require corporations to
provide better information about their
records on the environment, human
rights, worker safety, and taxes, as
well as their criminal and civil litiga-
tion records.

Rein in Excessive Executive Pay:

Shareholder authorization should be
required for top executive compensa-
tion packages at each annual share-
holder meeting. Stock options-now
accounting for about half of the exec-
utive compensation-should be count-
ed on financial statements as an
expense (which they are). Tax deduc-
tions for compensation 25 times
above the compensation received by

the lowest paid worker in a corpora-
tion should be eliminated, as recom-
mended by the famous business
guru Peter Drucker. Insiders like
Warren Buffett say excessive corpo-
rate executive pay is associated with
inflated profits and other accounting
deceptions.

Fix the Pension System:

Corporations must be held more
responsible for the retirement securi-
ty of their employees. At a minimum
we need to give workers a voice on
the pension board; not require work-
ers to stuff their 401(k) plans with
company stock; and give workers the
right to control their 401(k) plans. In
addition, an Office of Participant
Advocacy should be created in the
Department of Labor to monitor pen-
sion plans.

Restore the Rights of Defrauded
Investors:

Repeal the self-styled securities
reform laws that block defrauded
investors from seeking private resti-
tution, such as the private Securities
Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which
allowed the aiders and abettors of
massive corporate crime (e.g.,
accountants, lawyers, and bankers)
to escape civil liability.

Regulate Derivatives Trading:

All over-the-counter financial instru-
ments, including derivatives, should
be subjected to the same or equiva-
lent audit and reporting require-
ments as other financial instruments
traded on stock exchanges. Rules
should be enacted regarding collater-
al-margin, reporting and dealer
licensing in order to maintain regula-
tory parity and ensure that markets
are transparent and problems can be
detected before they become a crisis.

End Conflicts of Interest on Wall
Street:

Enact structural reforms that sepa-
rate commercial and investment
banking services and prevent other
costly, documented conflicts of inter-
est among financial entities, such as
those that have dominated big banks
and security firms in recent years.

Track the Extent and Cost of
Corporate Crime:

The Department of Justice should
establish an online corporate crime

database. Also, just as the FBI issues
an annual street crime report, 'Crime
in the United States,' it should also
publish an annual report on corpo-
rate and white collar crime with rec-
ommendations.

Foster a National Discussion on
Corporate Power:

Establish a Congressional
Commission on Corporate Power to
explore various legal and economic
proposals which would rein in unac-
countable giant corporations. The
Commission should seek ways to
improve upon the current state cor-
porate chartering system in a world
of global corporations and propose
ways to correct the inequitable legal
status of corporations as 'persons.'
The Commission would be led by
congressionally-appointed experts on
corporate and constitutional law, and
should hold citizen hearings in at
least ten cities followed by a public
report and recommendations.

Government controlled by private
economic power is fascism
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
said in a 1938 message to Congress
calling for a similar inquiry-The

Temporary National Economic
Commission.

Peace and Freedom Party on the
Peace and Freedom Party
The Peace and Freedom Party,
according to its website, was estab-
lished in the Vietnam War era, June
23, 1967, "by people who wanted to
vote for something they could sup-
port. 

Sources
"Nader Calls For Crackdown on
Corporate Crime, Reversal of So-
Called War on Drugs" August 8,
2008:
http://www.votenader.org/media/20
08/08/08/Cor pCrimeWarOnDrugs/
http://www.votenader.org/media/20
08/08/02/PFPnomination/
http://peaceandfreedom.org
http://www.votenader.org/media/20
08/0 7/1 5/McKinney/
"Nader/Gonzales 2008" August 6,
2008, GunsandButter.net: Guns &
Butter investigates the relationships
among capitalism, militarism and pol-
itics." 

Not yet posted at New York State Board of Elections before Minority Reporter
deadline: Republicans John McCain (president) Sarah Paliln (vice president).

Nader/Gonzalez
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EDITORIAL / OPINIONS

The views expressed on these pages are the opinions of the writer and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Minority Reporter or its publisher.

To the Editor:

I would like to voice my opinion in
response to Dr. Gwyn McClellan's
letter posted in Vol. 1 No. 44.  Dr.
McClellan seems to have many
questions in regards to Senator
Barack Obama, and I'd like to
answer them for her. 

Dr. Gwyn McClellan seems to
believe that Barack Obama has
been "using the black community to
defeat Senator McCain."
Unfortunately, the truth is he has
been doing the exact opposite.  He
could have run his campaign as a
Black person, but that would have
negated the fact that he is both
white and black.  He has remained
the same throughout his entire cam-
paign, trying to speak as honestly
and passionately to reach those of
all ages, religions, and races.  

When he ran against Senator and
President Clinton, it was a very
rough fight.  Senator and President
Clinton were in the race to win.
What I admire most about Senator
Obama is the fact that he remained
humble, honest, and true.  He ran a
campaign trying to unite Americans
across the isle, red and blue.  He
gave a voice to those who had for-
gotten the power of their own opin-
ion.  He gave Americans a reason to
be proud of calling themselves
Americans.  He reminded us all that
we matter to him, and the fact that
we should matter to the President
as well.

As to the comments regarding the
experience that Barack Obama has,
one could argue that the newly
appointed running mate that
Senator McCain has chosen has
less experience than Barack
Obama.  After all, she has only been
Alaska's governor for two years.  

Dr. McClellan was right about some
things I have to admit, Senator
McCain has served this nation in
many capacities for many years.  For
this we should give him respect and
honor.  But to be fair, while he was
serving this nation for those twenty
plus years, what decisions have he
made to help the majority of the
American citizens?  Senator McCain
wants to continue President Bush's
tax cuts to those who earn over a
million dollars.  This tax cut is 160
times greater than that received by
middle income Americans.  Many
middle income Americans make
less than 50k a year.  Where has
Senator McCain lived, if he really
believes the middle income
Americans makes 60k a year?  

Where I live, and in many places
around the nation, middle income
persons are the single moms work-
ing two jobs, just to keep food on
the table and bills paid.  Middle
income persons are the working
poor - unfortunately, people are
struggling to just make ends meet -
regardless of education, race, or
creed.  Senator Obama recognizes
this!  This is exactly why he:

" Will enact a windfall profits

tax on excessive oil company profits
to give American families an imme-
diate $1,000 emergency energy
rebate to help families pay rising
bills.
" Provide $50 billion to jump-
start the economy and prevent  mil-
lions of  Americans from losing their
jobs
" Eliminate income taxes for
seniors making less than $50,000
" And much more….

Being a Black American I would love
to see a president who wants not
only to help the rich but the poor
and struggling as well.  We need a
president who is looking to unite
this great nation and help us to be
the successful nation we once were.
We need a president that will be the
voice of the people, not just the
voice of the CEOs and big business-
es.  Because whether some people
believe it or not, we all have a stake
in the success of this nation - we all,
regardless to race, education, or
age.  

"From CEOs to shareholders, from
financiers to factory workers, we all
have a stake in each other's suc-
cess because the more Americans
prosper, the more America pros-
pers." - Barack Obama, New York,
NY, September 17, 2007.

I pray that the readers of this won-
derful newspaper, do their own
research, and not be swayed by the
opinions of others. Even though I
am 100 percent bias, what I do
believe is that this is going to be a

great race.  And now is the time for
us to vote for change, vote for our
voice to be heard, but above all -
VOTE!!!  

Register to vote.  Research the dif-
ferences between republican and
democratic.  Find a candidate that
is speaking about things that will
positively affect your life as well as
the lives of your loved ones.  And on
November 4th, vote for the candi-
date that you believe will be the
best President of the United States
of America. 

Yes!  We have heard lots about
black, white and race in this cam-
paign for presidency from both the
Democrats and Republicans; this is
probably because this is the first
time a Black American has been the
Democratic nominee for President.
But, come on, this is not the 1960s
anymore!  If we haven't learned any-
thing from the great Martin Luther
King Jr., we should have learned
this: It's not about the differences
between the colors of our skin; it's
what's in our heart that matters.  

My heart is screaming vote for
Barack Obama. What is your heart
saying?   

Tina Marie Harper
Rochester, NY, September 2, 2008

In response to “Letter to the Editor”
from Dr. Gwyn McClellan titled
“Barack Obama ‘Using’ the Black
Community”

The more Americans Prosper , the more
America Prosper s

To the Editor:

People throughout the Americas,
and I imagine much of the world,
woke up on August 29, 2008 to
"screaming" newspaper and media
website headlines concerning the
historic August 28th, formal accept-
ance by an African American of the
first-ever nomination by a major
political party for President of the
United States.

Interestingly enough, relatively few
major media sources made refer-
ence to the fact that during his his-
toric acceptance speech, Senator
Barrack Obama never mentioned
the critical issue of race relations.
This surely is not because the bold,
highly intelligent, charismatic,
Senator from Illinois is not aware of
race as a historically pivotal,

sociopolitical issue that permeates
the overall reality of U.S. society.
Instead, the forbidden-fruit issue
was not raised because it clearly
has explosive potential in the place
that (for him) currently matters the
most --- the voting booth.

Like millions of others, I applaud
Senator Obama for his historic, out-
standing achievement, but at the
same time, it is very important to
remain realistic and admit that at
this point (as great as his accom-
plishment is) for the most part, it
represents symbolism (exceptionally
so, but the bottom line at this point
is still symbolism).

Whether or not the Obama team
can actually make the tremendously
difficult transition from symbolism
to substance remains to be seen.

That is, assuming that many, who
say they support him, don't end up
changing their hearts and minds ---
once they pull the curtains in the
voting booths, which would not sur-
prise this writer.

In any case, to state or even imply
that Obama's great, yet mainly sym-
bolic achievement represents real-
ization of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.'s "dream" (as many mainstream
media sources did, especially since
the Senator chose to give his
acceptance speech on the 40th
anniversary of Dr. King's historic "I
have a dream" address) is largely a
false and very limited argument.

Dr. King clearly did not make the
ultimate sacrifice (based solely or
even partially on a desire to put a
black man or a biracial man in the

White House). Instead, he struggled
daily around the need to address
equity for all --- regarding critical
issues such as education and
employment opportunities, treat-
ment within the criminal justice sys-
tem, health care, ending profiteering
via war, and other such unjust con-
ditions, which many argue (credibly
so) are worst today than they were
40 years ago.

Since accurate recording of history
and real, concrete, change are so
very important --- I believe that it is
vital for all of us to make every
effort not to get caught up in sym-
bolic, historical-hype and revision-
ism.

Howard J. Eagle
Rochester, NY, September 2, 2008

Symbolism o ver Substance?



My friend was in his forties. He
was gifted and black, a black
American posted in Saudi

Arabia and writing letters to me of his
first burst of freedom.  

My friend had completed his formal
education in the United States after
marrying and taking on the responsi-
bility of a family. He had pulled him-
self up by his own bootstraps and did
not make excuses for himself.  He
did what real men do, and recog-
nized the difference in a cruise ship
and a battleship. He had qualified to
be a part of a team based on what he
had taught himself. 

What I admired most about him was
his ability to recognize and dialogue
about his reality that, as a black man
and until this time, he felt un-free to
be himself.  As a black man in
America he knew his success was
not "a given."  He knew he would
have to work harder than most.  He
knew he had to steer clear of the pit-
falls.  He would be passed over for
promotions, for raises, for decent

housing for his family.  He knew what
modern day bondage felt like.

Certain constitutional rights, promi-
nent battles waged during slavery
and Reconstruction, the Civil Rights
era and the first and second World
Wars the Korean War conflict and
Vietnam, the Gulf War and others all
of these had failed to make him feel
comfortable and free in America.

During our correspondence my
friend worked among Saudis as an
electronics instructor.
While in Saudi, he lived in a fenced-
in compound along with his
American colleagues.  My friend hap-
pened to be the only person of color
on his team.  His secretary was not
allowed to travel with him because
she was not married. At the time, sin-
gle foreigners were not allowed in the
country. As a matter of fact, had my
friend not been married, he would
have been prohibited from entering
the country.  The rules were strange
to him and he hoped he would do
nothing out of ignorance to violate

the strict policies of the Saudi gov-
ernment.  Policies and rules that
were established and enforced evi-
dently maintain the strong moral
fiber instilled within their culture.
The hardest thing my friend felt he
would have to accept would be living
in the fenced-in compound, because
it was made clear that no American
was allowed outside of the com-
pound. If there was just cause for
Americans to go outside the com-
pound they had to be escorted by a
Saudi citizen.  The government made
clear that any periodicals such as
magazines and newspapers sent by
friends and family were subject to
censor.  Magazines would often
arrive with pictures of images of
nudity cut from the pages.  Alcoholic
beverages were also not allowed.  

My friend had not been there long
before he caught the attention of vil-
lagers who lived and worked on the
compound where he was an instruc-
tor. Many spoke little or no English. In
return for teaching English to the vil-
lagers they taught my friend Arabic.
What he found most curious were

numerous invitations he received
from Saudis with whom he had made
friends.  They invited him to their
homes but as he was afraid of break-
ing rules and regulations he politely
declined the invitations. At the time
he was unaware that the rules and
regulations governing travel outside
of the compound did not apply to
him, an American in Saudi Arabia. 

He learned also that as a black
American in Saudi Arabia, he was not
considered an "ugly" American. For
the first time in his life he found
acceptance just because he was
black.   Leaving the compound and
looking back at his American col-
leagues who were forbidden to join
him, he experienced for the first time
a taste of freedom. This feeling of
freedom, he said, as at once awe-
some and exhilarating.

He understood the contrast between
his experience and his black col-
leagues' continuing feeling of
bondage in America. 

Freedom and Bondage
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Having come through a long pri-
mary season and two political
party conventions, citizens -

especially the young - are paying
more attention but are laboring
under crippling distractions and
myths.  

One teenager discussing contenders
in the presidential race says "She
needs to worry about her pregnant
daughter" but makes no comment
on issues. 

I think it's great that our community,
most importantly our youth, are pay-
ing attention to policy and issues.
But will those distracted by myth
vote? Many myths abound. And con-
tent of ongoing debates suggests
that a lot of us may not get to the
polls because of myths.

Myth one: Felons or their families
can't vote in New York State.
According to the New York State
Board of Elections, a person not cur-
rently incarcerated or on parole is
allowed to vote. 

Myth two: A traffic infraction on your
record keeps you from voting.

Myth three: An eligible voter can vote
only for candidates who are enrolled
in the same party as the voter--
Untrue.

Myth four (local): County Executive
Maggie Brooks cut the aid that has
set back many families. The fact is
Governor Patterson cut aide for day-
care in Monroe County that drasti-
cally changed overnight the lives of
many people in our community. 

If local leaders were held under the
same microscope members of the
community hold presidential candi-
dates, many local leaders would not
be holding their current positions.
Contenders for local office do not
receive the same scrutiny or media
coverage as do national contenders
and races

What we need to do is the research
and become knowledgeable about
candidates. Know where candidates
stand on issues regardless to their
party affiliation. In order to make
informed decisions, voters must
hear to all sides. 

I believe these myths to play a strong
roll in our own local community.
We've all heard before that all elec-
tions are local. We tend focus so

much on Capital Hill that we over-
look the ills of our community that
directly affect us. As a community
we are not excused from seeking the
truth about those who impact our
lives. And as youth continue paying
attention to elections their greatest
influence on change will come as
their attention expands beyond pres-
idential elections to local city govern-
ment.

Myths leave you not knowing what
you're voting against and not know-
ing what you're voting for.

------
Kevan Sheppard is Chairman of the
African American Republican
Committee

Citizens Misguided b y Myths
By Kevan Sheppard

Visit us online at www .MinorityR epor ter .net
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INSTANT GRATIFICATION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote

or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent
2018 Latta Road
Rochester, NY 14612
Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company. Bloomington, IL* Insurance and discounts subject to qualifications.

Call my office 24/7

Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

* House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

EDUCATION

To register by mail applications must
be postmarked no later than October
10, 2008 and received by a board of
elections not later than October 15 to
be eligible to vote in the General
Election.

In person register at your local board
of elections or any state agency par-
ticipating in the National Voter
Registration Act, on any business day
throughout the year; but to be eligible
to vote in the November general elec-
tion, your application must be
received no later than October 10
except, if you have been honorably
discharged from the military or have
become a naturalized citizen since
October 10, you may register in per-
son at the board of elections up until
October 24, 2008.

Notices of address changes must be
received at the county board of elec-
tions by October 15.

Qualifications to Register to Vote

be a United States citizen; 
be 18 years old by December 31 of
the year in which you file this form
(note: you must be 18 years old by the
date of the general, primary or other
election in which you want to vote); 
live at your present address at least
30 days before an election; 
not be in jail or on parole for a felony

conviction and; 
not claim the right to vote elsewhere. 

How and Where to register to Vote

You can register in person at your
county board of elections 
or at any New York State Agency-
Based voter registration center. 
You can enter your name directly into
our mailing list database to have a
New York State Voter Registration
Form mailed to you. (NOTE: The same
form can be downloaded, using the
link below.) 
You can call our 1-800-FOR-VOTE hot-
line to request a voter application. 
You can download a PDF version of
the New York State Voter Registration
Form. 
Alternately, you can complete a PDF
version of the New York State Voter
Registration Form on-line by clicking
on the link below, typing the neces-
sary information and selecting the
appropriate boxes. However, the file
size of these forms are substantially
larger than the above forms, so it may
take quite a while for them to load on
computers with slower Internet con-
nections. Once the form is completed,
you need to print the form and sign it.
Then, mail the form to your county
board of elections. 

Absentee Voting
Qualifications to Vote by Absentee

Ballot

unavoidably absent from your county
on Election Day; 
unable to appear at the polls due to
illness or disability; 
a patient in a Veterans’
Administration Hospital; 
detained in jail awaiting Grand Jury
action or confined in prison after con-
viction for an offense other than a
felony; 
How to Vote by Absentee Ballot

Applications for Absentee Ballots are
available at your county board of elec-
tions. 
You may also download a PDF version
of the New York State Absentee Ballot
Application Form. (55KB) 
Upon completion, applications must
be mailed to your county board no
later than the seventh day before the
election or delivered in person no
later than the day before the election. 
You may also request an Absentee
Ballot by sending a letter to your coun-
ty board of elections. The letter must
be received by your county board no
earlier than 30 days and no later than
seven days before the election. The
letter must contain the following infor-
mation: 
the address where you are registered 
an address where the ballot is to be
sent 
the reason for the request, and 
the signature of the voter 

An application form will be mailed
with your ballot. The application form
must be completed and returned with
your ballot.

If you cannot pick up your ballot, or
will not be able to receive it through
the mail, you have the right to desig-
nate someone to pick it up for you.
Only that person designated on your
application may pick up and deliver
your ballot.

If you are permanently ill or disabled,
you have the right to receive an
Absentee Ballot for each subsequent
election without further application.
Simply file an application with your
board of elections containing a state-
ment which describes the particulars
of your illness or disability. The Board
will review the facts stated, and if sat-
isfied, will mark your registration
record. You will then automatically
receive an absentee ballot for every
election until your registration is can-
celed. 

Questions? Call the State Board of
Elections at 518-473-5086 or the
Federal Voter Assistance Program at
1-800-438-8683, or your United
States Embassy office. 

In the St ate of N ew York GENERAL ELECTION 2008
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P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you’ve built, the life you live. 

438 North Street
Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax     585-546-3439

There is a story of a man who walked
about as if he were searching for
something. He did this day after day;
day in and day out. Someone asked
what he was searching for and he
answered “I don’t know but I’ll know
it when I see it.” 

That is the trouble with so many of us
and how we go about our lives. If any-
one asks us what we are looking for,
we are generally hard-pressed to say
what that something is, but we are
convinced that what we seek is out
there; and that if we continue to
search, eventually we will find it. And
when we find it --whatever “it” is--we
will somehow be happy. Our lives will
be complete and we will feel fulfilled.
This is even true of the wealthy and
well-connected. It doesn’t seem to
matter what station in life one is.  

Even through these hard economic
times, there is no denying that com-
pared to the rest of the world we still
live in relative abundance. And the
average American has much to be
thankful for. Few of us, however,
have really learned to enjoy the
things we have to the fullest. Sadly,
we are hardly ever satisfied.

Most of us are like the child who
always wants some new toy, even
when he has hardly touched the one
that his parents purchased for him
just a couple of weeks ago. In fact,
some of those toys still remain in
their packages – unopened. The

truth is we have so much, that if we
were to utilize everything we have to
its fullest, it would probably take us
the rest of our lives.

Contentment is the key. 

If we do not master the art of being
content, our lives will be character-
ized by restlessness. We will always
have the sense of something eluding
us if we do not learn to be happy with
what we have-- as opposed to always
focusing on or searching for what we
do not have. 

The truth is: a man’s life does not
consist in the abundance of things
he possesses (Luke 12:15).
Eventually, we all learn this lesson. I
do not have to go about seeking
another thing; I have learned that it
really does not take a whole lot to be
happy. A little contentment goes a
long way.

-------- 

Denise Josephs is an educator,
speaker and writer.  Ms. Josephs
holds a Masters of Divinity degree,
as well as a Masters of Business
Administration. She owns her own
company, DeNicestConcepts.

Contentment is the K ey
By Denise Josephs

Willie, born December of
1995, is an athletic,
likeable young man.
Active in sports, he is
currently a green belt in
kick boxing karate.
Willie also enjoys play-
ing video games and
spending time with his
brothers. About to enter
5th grade, Willie is in
regular classes and tells
us his favorite subject is
math. He hopes to be a professional football player one day.

Dante, born September of 1999, is a loving, sweet, happy
boy. He enjoys listening to music and spending time with his
brothers. Dante is non-verbal. In the fall, he will enter 3rd
grade special education classes. Dante loves cookies and
hopes to be adopted with his brothers.

Shawn, born October of 2003, is described by his casework-
er as "a charmer." Sweet and outgoing, Shawn loves to have
books read to him almost as much as he loves chicken and
noodles. Shawn, he attends daycare and is meeting his mile-

CHILDREN AWAITING PARENTS

Willie, Dante, Shawn

Growing Relationships
with the Community

Rachel Adonis 238-7366
Sidney Moore 238-7721

stones. 
Willie, Dante, and Shawn share a very special bond and
should be adopted together. They deserve a loving, commit-
ted family who can provide them with the support and guid-
ance needed to help them reach their full potential.

For more information call 585-232-5110
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From the Left: Roshon Bradley (Principal, #41), Davis Passmore (RCSD
Office of Parent Engagement), Jason Lewis (Asst. Principal, #41)

Forty -Fifty Father s brought
Children to Sc hool

Fatherhood Initiative Program coordi-
nator Davis Passmore said scores of
fathers Wednesday came bringing
their children to the first day of the
school term

Planners of September 3, 2008
Million father March said their pro-
gram is based on research showing
that “children whose fathers take an
active role in their educational lives
earn better grades, get better test

scores, enjoy school more, and are
more likely to graduate high school
and attend college.” 

The 2008 Million Father March was
sponsored in part by the Black Star
Project and the Fatherhood Initiative
program of the Rochester City School
District.

Source
davis.passmore@rcsdk12.org
(585) 262-8000x1201
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* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

face to the name

Candice Lucas
She's a native of Brooklyn, NY,
descended from Trinidad and president
of Rochester-based True Networking
Thursdays, a decade old African-
American enterprise.

In 2004 President Candice A. Lucas
attended her first TNT reception and
quickly realized the value of network-
ing. A month later she joined the organ-
ization and got involved.  She was
appointed secretary a few months later
and in that position Lucas played an
integral role in helping TNT increase its
membership, launch its website, and
diversify its sponsor base. Two years

ago she elected to the presidency.

True Networking "has brought connections that have enhanced her profes-
sional life," she says. Among her goals are helping others understand the
value of networking.
Other milestones in her career have included Assistant Director of the
C.A.S.H. Coalition and its Senior Associate responsible for Volunteer
Recruitment and Community Outreach. She worked with hundreds of vol-
unteers in staffing the 13 C.A.S.H. free tax sites. Volunteer involvement
increased 45 percent under her leadership increasing from 395 volun-
teers to 572 volunteers. 
When she was promoted to Assistant Director at C.A.S.H. her responsibil-
ities increased to developing and managing the Coach program. This pro-
gram helps individuals and families achieve specific financial goals: cred-
it repair, saving towards a goal, and/or homeownership. She was also
responsible for the coalition's marketing and communication services,
innovation, training and presentations throughout the community on the
importance of asset building and financial self-sufficiency.

Candice Lucas holds an MBA from Rochester Institute of Technology and
a BS in Criminal Justice from R.I.T. The Democrat and Chronicle has rec-
ognized her as an Emerging African American Leader.

Among many communities activities -- among them work with Action for a
Better Community, Catholic Family Center and Rochester Institute of
Technology community activities -- Lucas is co-founder of Volunteers in
Living Color, a community collaborative working to raise awareness of vol-
unteer opportunities for people of color.

Candice lives in Rochester with her husband and two young children.

-----------------

For profiles of other Community Leaders
featured in our “Face to the Name” , visit
our website at www.MinorityReporter.net

IN THE COMMUNITY

THE UPCOMING ELECTION IS VERY IMPORTANT
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE T O HELP WITH VOTER REGISTRATION
CALL DAVID GANTT’S OFFICE AT 454-3670

Assemblyman, David F. Gantt Councilwoman, L ovely A. Warren

True Networking Thursdays (TNT), an African-American networking
group, is celebrating its 10th  anniversary on Thursday evening,
September 18, 2008, at 5:30. The location is Pazzo Cucina, 36 West
Main Street in Rochester. 

ANew York State Supreme Court
Tuesday ruled that Gov. David
Paterson’s May memo telling

state agencies to recognize the mar-
riages of lesbian and gay couples per-
formed in other states and countries
is legal. The decision relied heavily on
a landmark New York Civil Liberties
Union victory in the case Martinez v.
County of Monroe. 

In May, Paterson directed all state
agencies to follow the law and revise
their policies to recognize marriages
of same-sex couples performed in
other jurisdictions, which include
Massachusetts, California and
Canada. Though Paterson’s memo
made headlines, many state agen-
cies and municipalities have had
such policies for years.

The September 2 decision from the
Supreme Court marks the fourth time
within the last two years that the
Alliance Defense Fund, the organiza-
tion that filed the lawsuit against the
governor, has lost a case challenging
the recognition of same-sex couples’
valid out-of-state marriages.  The
Arizona-based group lost in March of
2007 when it challenged
Westchester County for granting
spousal benefits to public employees
in out-of-state same-sex marriages
(Godfrey v. Spano); it lost last
September when it challenged the

state comptroller’s office for offering
retirement benefits to lesbian and
gay couples married out of state
(Godfrey v. DiNapoli); and, in addition
to today’s loss, it lost in March of this
year when it challenged the
Department of Civil Service for recog-
nizing valid out of state marriages for
lesbian and gay couples for spousal
health care and insurance (Lewis v.
Department of Civil Service). 

Justice Lucy Billings said in the opin-
ion “[When] partners manifest the
commitment to their relationship and
family, by solemnizing that commit-
ment elsewhere, through one of life’s
most significant events, and come to
New York, whether returning home or
setting down roots, to carry on that
commitment, nothing is more anti-
thetical to family stability than requir-
ing them to abandon that solemnized
commitment […] The emotional,
familial, financial, and legal stability
that accompanies marriage estab-
lishes a strong presumption in favor
of the marriage’s continued validity.”

Another N ew York Cour t Upholds
Recognition of V alid Lesbian
and Gay Couples’ Marriages



ROI of fers you and your com pany an arra y of free 
services that are essential in toda y's job mark et. 

* Job referral and replacement services 
throughout four states

* Program staff specializing in 
your specific staffing needs 

* Meeting rooms for your use in applicant 
interview and testing

* Off site and on site training curriculum 
tailored by and to your employment needs

We recognize the value of employers and 
welcome your participation in the 

National Farmworkers Jobs Program

ROI Training and Em ployment Program 
provides valuable benefits for y our 

company and the community at large. 

For More Details Call 585-340-3300 

Rural Oppor tunities, Inc.
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Mayor Robert J. Duffy today
joined Department of
Environmental Services

Commissioner Paul Holahan, neigh-
borhood and business leaders to cel-
ebrate the completion of the West
Main Street revitalization project in
the historic Susan B. Anthony neigh-
borhood. The streetscape enhance-
ments were designed to improve pub-
lic infrastructure and encourage rede-
velopment of underutilized proper-
ties. 

“I’m proud to announce that, working
together, we are continuing our efforts
to make the Susan B. Anthony neigh-
borhood more attractive for residents
and visitors,” said Mayor Robert J.
Duffy. “These enhancements pay trib-

ute to the historic value and impor-
tance of the Susan B. Anthony neigh-
borhood. I want to thank
Assemblyman David Gantt, the Susan
B. Anthony Neighborhood Association,
the Susan B. Anthony House, local
businesses and everyone who collab-
orated with us on this effort for their
outstanding partnership.” 

The streetscape project, which was
completed in summer of 2008, sup-
ports safe and easy access to neigh-
borhood businesses from a formerly
vacant city parking lot, which has
been freshly-landscaped. In addition
to linking businesses with customer
parking, a new miniature park pro-
vides residents with a beautiful gath-
ering spot. The converted lot was also

the site of today’s ceremony.

Ornamental inlaid crosswalks and
pavement enhancements provide the
feel of a narrowed roadway and
expanded pedestrian zone. Speed
humps were installed on a newly-nar-
rowed King Street to slow traffic and
enhance pedestrian mobility.

In addition to ensuring safety, the proj-
ect was designed with the rich histori-
cal nature of the area in mind.
Stretching from Broad St. to Madison
St. on West Main, the “Heritage Trail,”
an inlaid granite strip in the sidewalk
on the north side of the street brings
visitors directly to Susan B. Anthony’s
neighborhood. Light posts are
adorned with hers and Frederick

Douglass’ image. The site where
Susan B.
Anthony cast the first woman’s vote is
surrounded by architectural columns
that flank a brick plaza with a plaque
marking the historic spot. Historic-
themed planters maintained by the
Freedom Way Business Association
decorate the new sidewalk and com-
plement the improved curbs.

Funding for the $ 1.3 million project
was secured by Assemblyman David
Gantt ($250,000), and the City of
Rochester (approximately $1 million).

City Completes W est Main Street R evit alization Project

The Central Library of Rochester and Monroe
County is going to transform your idea of what
Sundays at the library is like.  This fall there

will be a series of programs on Sunday that will
range from music to genealogy to mental health to
cooking. 

The first Sunday that the Central Library is open this

fall is September 7th.  Join us for popcorn and the
blockbuster movie, The Transformers, at 2:00 pm.
Watch Shia LeBeouf as Sam Witwicky, fight for the
survival of humankind and the chance to return
home to Earth.  Tyrese Gibson, Bernie Mac, John
Turturro and Jon Voigt also star in the movie.

The Central Library of Rochester and Monroe

County is handicapped accessible.
Accommodations may be provided for disabled pro-
gram participants and must be made at least 10
business days before the program. For further infor-
mation or to make a request please contact
Deborah Nevin, Program Coordinator, at 428-8304.

Source: Central Library

SUNDAYS AT THE LIBRARY
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ARTS / ENTERTAINMENT

Floral Boutique Florist
607 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in 
same location!

Favors for all occasions

On Saturday, November 1 at 7:30 pm,
four of the most famous acts of the
1960s band together for an incredible
show at the Auditorium Theatre, 885
East Main Street, Rochester.  Tickets
are available in person at the
Auditorium Theatre Box Office, at all
Ticketmaster Outlets, online at ticket-
master.com, and by phone at (585)
232-1900.  The lineup consists of
Peter Noone/Herman’s Hermits, The
Association, Gary Puckett, and The
Happenings.

Peter Noone is one of the most multi-
talented individuals in the history of
Rock n Roll.

As a child, he played Stanley
Fairclough in the long-running British
soap opera, “Coronation Street” and
appeared in other tv series in his
native England and in “As the World
Turns” in the United States.  At the
age of 15, Peter became lead singer
of Herman’s Hermits, and his photo
graced the cover of nearly every inter-
national publication, including Time
Magazine.  In addition to several huge
hit records, he has also starred in var-
ious stage, tv and film productions,

including ABC’s musical version of
The Canterville Ghost, the lead in
Hallmark Hall of Fame’s presentation
of Pinocchio, and three films for
MGM.  During the 19080s, he gar-
nered rave reviews in the lead role of
Frederic in the Broadway production
of “The Pirates of Penzance” and also
performed leading theatrical roles in
“Dick Wittington,” “Aladdin,” and
“Sinbad the Sailor.”  Throughout the
1970s, Noone produced records for
David Bowie.  He was the host of
VH1’s “My Generation” from 1989-
1993 and was voted VH1’s “Sexiest
Artist” in the Viewers’ Choice Award of
2001.  Peter also hosted the PBS spe-
cial “The British Invasion Returns.” He
was a guest performer on “American
Idol” in 2007 and was a mentor to the
show’s male contestants.

But his string of hits is Peter’s best
known accomplishment, and his
“Noonatics” fans can’t get enough of
his high energy live performance.
Peter Noone/Herman’s Hermits sold
over sixty million recordings, and 14
singles and 7 albums went gold.  He
was twice named Cashbox’s
“Entertainer of the Year.”  The hits are

so memorable that generations of
audiences know their lyrics by heart:
“I’m Into Something Good,” “Mrs.
Brown, You’ve Got a Lovely Daughter,”
“I’m Henry VIII, I Am,” “Silhouettes, “
“Can’t You Hear My Heartbeat,”
“There’s a Kind of Hush,” “A Must to
Avoid,” “Listen People,” “Wonderful
World,” and “Dandy.”  There is no
doubt that Peter Noone’s extraordi-
nary talent, disarming wit, handsome
features and compelling stage pres-
ence will delight fans in Rochester.

The Association will also be perform-
ing.  Known for their tight vocal har-
mony, they opened the legendary
1967 Monterey Pop Festival.  The
founding members were part of the
Los Angeles music scene in the early
sixties, playing in groups with Frank
Zappa.  The band was originally
named The Inner Tubes and members
included, at one time or another, Cass
Elliot and David Crosby.  They signed
to Valiant Records, and “Along Comes
Mary” became their first hit, climbing
to # 7 on the Billboard charts.
“Cherish” became their first #1 hit in
1966.  After adding Larry Ramos to
the band, their next single, “Windy,”
also made it to #1 on the charts fol-
lowed by “Never my Love” (#2 on
Billboard and #1 on Cashbox).  The B-
side, “Requiem for the Masses,” also
charted.

In 1968, their forth album spawned
the top 10 hit “Everything that
Touches You” and top 40 hit “Time for
Livin.”  The Association also wrote the
music for the soundtrack of the movie
“Goodbye, Columbus.”  In 2003, the
Association, considered one of the
greatest vocal groups of all time, was
inducted into the Vocal Group Hall of
Fame.  The band still plays about 70
dates a year, delighting audiences
wherever it goes.

Gary Puckett, who had six consecutive
gold records in 1968-69, outselling
even The Beatles, also joins the
November 1 lineup.  Gary formed The

Union Gap in San Diego in 1967 and
they were quickly signed by Columbia
Records.    The first single, “Woman,
Woman” shot to #4 on the Billboard
charts.  An incredible string of hits fol-
lowed:  “Young Girl (#2), Lady
Willpower (#2), “Over You” (#7),
“Don’t Give in to Him” (#15) and “This
Girl is a Woman Now” (#9).  “Young
Girl” reached #1 in the UK.  These
songs and more, featuring Gary
Puckett’s rich tenor voice and memo-
rable strings and brass arrange-
ments, became instant classics.
Many of the songs shared the theme
of female empowerment, unusual for
that era and genre.  During their
streak of hit songs, Gary and The Gap
appeared on more than 30 national
television shows and specials.  In
2001, Mr. Puckett released a holiday
album entitled “At Christmas.”  He
continues to wow audiences around
the world, maintaining his good looks
and signature tenor vocal renderings.

Opening the show are The
Happenings.  Their biggest hits, “See
You In September” (which was an
international #1 hit single) and “I’ve
Got Rhythm” were both on the
Billboard charts for 14 weeks in 1966
and 1967 respectively, and both
peaked at #3.

Referred to as a “powerhouse of nos-
talgia,” other hits included “Go Away
Little Girl,”

“Bye, Bye, So Long, Farewell,” and
“My Mammy.”  Their signature sound
has made them a word-wide favorite
for 30 years.  They are the “opening
act” in name only.  Their extraordinary
vocal talent, highlighted by the incred-
ible voice of Bob Miranda, and show-
manship make them one of the best
performing groups from the sixties.

Source: Rochester Broadway Theatre League

“SIXTIES SPECTACULAR” ROLLS INTO ROCHESTER’S AUDITORIUM THEATRE
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* Embellished suits
* Dresses
* Special Occasion Attire
* Career Wear
* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and 

Accessories
* Sizes 10 - 34

Dressed N Style

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many

designer suits

262-3550
Let us dress you 

in style!
Celebration Sale Event

30% OFF with A d

178 W Main St. (1 block west of Washington St.) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

* House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

Take a unique look at the entire age of
dinosaurs in Dinosaurs Alive!—a capti-
vating adventure of science and dis-
covery that premiers Wednesday,
October 8 at 2pm at the Rochester
Museum & Science Center
Strasenburgh Planetarium. Narrated
by Michael Douglas, this giant-screen
film features spectacular animation
and a live-action story that joins
renowned paleontologists from the
American Museum of Natural History
and their graduate students in the
field as they uncover new fossils—
including the remarkable discovery of
what may be the oldest dinosaur ever
found in North America. Note:
Thursday and Saturday showings of
Dinosaurs Alive! are presented with
open captioning on the screen, with
support from the Theater
Development Fund TAP Plus Project,
in association with the New York State
Council on the Arts.

Dinosaurs Alive brings dinosaurs,
their behaviors, and their ancient
environments to life on screen, juxta-
posing stunningly realistic and scien-
tifically accurate computer generated
imagery (CGI) with intriguing 1920s
documentary footage and dramatic
new scenes of real fossils and current
dinosaur hunting expeditions. Using
state-of-the-art techniques, the film-
makers create an array of amazingly
life-like creatures based on the latest
fossil evidence.
The film’s storyline includes a real-life
scientific adventure that looks at the
field of paleontology and the crucial

finds made over the years that have
revolutionized our understanding of
the mysterious creatures that domi-
nated the earth for 150 million years.
Find out how paleontologists search
for, discover, and study fossils to
determine different dinosaur species:
how big they grew, how fast they
moved, how they were related to other
species, how they interacted with
other dinosaurs and creatures of their
era, what they may have eaten, how
they may have raised their young,
what their surroundings looked like,
and how they may have died. 
Meet and learn about Tarbosaurus (a
close relative to T .rex), Velociraptors,
Protoceratops, Seismosaurus, and
more. Witness dinosaurs locked in
mortal combat, nesting in colonies,
protecting their young, and facing cat-
astrophic forces of nature. Learn
which ones traveled in herds, which
made nests, which were the preda-
tors, which were the hunted, and
other surprising behaviors.
Journey to Mongolia through mesmer-
izing 1920s archival footage of pale-
ontologist Roy Chapman Andrews—a
larger-than-life adventurer believed to
be the inspiration for the Indiana
Jones character. Andrews led five
American Museum of Natural History
(AMNH) expeditions to the Gobi
Desert and discovered there one of
the greatest repositories of dinosaur
remains ever found. Return to that
same site today with leading AMNH
paleontologists Mike Novacek and
Mark Norell, who have made annual
expeditions to the desert every sum-

mer since 1990. Cameras follow Mike
and Mark and an inspiring team of
dedicated young graduate students
eager to hone their dinosaur hunting
skills in the field, as they set out on a
hot and dusty Mad Max-like journey
across the Gobi’s stark desert terrain.
Next, head to New Mexico, one of the
few places in the world where rock lay-
ers preserve the whole age of
dinosaurs—from the Cretaceous,
Jurassic and Triassic Periods.
Breakthrough discoveries continue
today in the high desert badlands.
Experience the rich history of life
stretching back 220 million years,
and visit the fabled Ghost Ranch
where the dig has revealed layers of
dinosaurs and reptiles in concentrat-
ed deposits in a mass burial place.
The number of fossils uncovered is
staggering, and the dinosaur hunters
make a compelling find! 
More fossils than ever are being
found today. While there have been
great discoveries over the last centu-
ry, and we know much more about
these amazing creatures than ever
before, the scientific quest to find and
understand dinosaurs and the world
they inhabited is ongoing. Dinosaurs
Alive estimates that we’ve discovered
less than two percent of all the
dinosaur species that once lived. For
young paleontologists, the adventure
is just beginning, and this spellbind-
ing film is sure to spark imaginings of
what mysteries still lie buried beneath
our feet.
Dinosaurs Alive is a production of
David Clark Inc., Giant Screen Films,

the Maryland Science Center, and
Stardust Blue, in association with the
American Museum of Natural History.
The film is written and directed by two
veteran filmmakers, Academy Award-
nominated Bayley Silleck and Emmy
Award-winning David Clark, with cine-
matography by Bill Reeve. Dinosaur
animation was created by Digital
Artists Montreal Network (DAMN),
whose artists have previously created
dinosaurs for Discovery Channel spe-
cials. 
Major funding was provided by the
National Science Foundation with
additional support from the Museum
Film Network, and the 3D Film
Interest Group. The film is distributed
by Giant Screen Films of Evanston, IL.  

Rochester Museum & Science
Center (RMSC) receives major funding
from Monroe County. RMSC includes
a planetarium, nature center and sci-
ence/regional history museum. The
mission of the RMSC is to create
inspiring, entertaining, and education-
al experiences engaging the commu-
nity in the exploration of science and
technology, the natural environment,
and our region’s cultural heritage. 

Source: RMSChttp://www.rmsc.org

Dinosaur s Alive! Roars onto the Strasenburgh
Planet arium Dome with Stunningly Lif e-lik e Animation
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September 5, 2008
MEL HENDERSON & PARADIGM
SHIFT @ THE CLARION RIVERSIDE
HOTEL 
Rochester’s acclaimed native son,
Mel Henderson, leads a Paradigm
Shift reunion with trombonist
Wycliffe Gordon, trumpeter Marcus
Printup and saxophonist Grey
Mayfield. The house will be jump-
ing!

September 6, 2008
1ST ANNUAL GOSPEL HIP HOP
FESTIVAL
Saturday September 6, 2008
from: 1PM — 6 PM, 890 Goodman
Street, Rochester, NY 14609 Joy
Community Church event

September 7, 2008
Join the 2008 Women's Day
Committee as they present their
own in concert.
Featuring the FBC Youth Choir,
FBC Male Chorus, FBC Genesis
Choir and the FBC United Choir ~
Along with Special Guest - The
Charles Billups Ensemble.
Sunday,  at 4:00PM
Friendship Baptist Church, 402
Clinton Street, Buffalo, NY
Rev. Daris Dixon-Clark, Host
Pastor, Sis. Sandra Hall, Chair

September 9, 2008 through
December 2, 2008
UNDERSTANDING GOD'S WORD
COURSE
7:00pm - 9:00pm
Who is God!  Who is Jesus! What
are the Covenants and God's
promises?  You are welcome to
join us for this course and receive
the answers to these questions
and more.  We will be studying the
Bible every Tuesday through lec-
ture and small group discussions.
Register now at the First Genesis
Missionary Baptist Church, 292
Hudson Avenue, the Reverend Dr.
Frederick Johnson, Pastor.  A $60
fee plus textbook includes child
care, free parking, and class mate-
rial.  For more call 454-7418
between 10:00am to 2:00pm,
Monday - Friday.   Scholarships
and financial aid available.
e-mail us at
firstge@frontiernet.net

September 12, 2008
HEAVYWEIGHT REMATCH:
MULGREW MILLER VS. JOHNNY
O’NEAL 
THE HYATT REGENCY HOTEL With
their first piano face-off judged a
draw, Mulgrew Miller and Johnny
O’Neal are certain to elevate their

virtuosic playing to levels where
only the legends perform. The sure
bet: “You don’t want to miss this
piano face-off!” 

September 13, 2008
“YOU HAVE THE POWER: VOTE!”
COMMUNITY FORUM
This event will take place Saturday,
September 13, 2008 from 1 pm -
3 pm at the School #19 auditori-
um, 465 Seward St. (corner of
Reynolds St.). Discussion topics
include voting rights of convicted
felons, the power in your individual
vote, and many others. This is a
FREE event. Please register at
234-2200.

Sept 13, 2008
SMOOTH JAZZ BIRTHDAY BASH
Door 6:30pm/ Show 7pm | 16+
w/ID | $20 adv ance/ $25 at the
door
A funky, smooth Jazz Birthday
bash for Jimmie Highsmith, Jr. fea-
turing four time Grammy nominee
Joseph Wooten (of the Wooten
Brothers), with Rochester, NY’s
funkiest group Filthy Funk, Beeno
and Ronny of the celebrated Neo-
Soul Group Black August and all
the way from ATL special guest
vocalist Tyler “The Real T.O.”
Owens. The band lead by Jimmie
himself is a line up featuring the
talents of some of the most prolific
musicians playing music today.
This is truly one concert you don’t
want to miss. It may be a one time
only experience you’ll never see
again.. The Event MC will be
Celebrated Voiceover talent, Writer,
Actress and Poet. CSWA Poets
Founder/Director Diane Conway.
Water Street Music Hall,204 N.
Water St., Rochester, NY 14604

September 13 & 20, 2008
“LED ZEPPELIN LASER”
Experience “Whole Lotta Loveî
through the Planetariumís awe-
some six-channel digital sound
system as the 65-foot dome
blazes with spectacular krypton
and argon laser light! Don’t miss
this sensational production of Led
Zeppelin Laser.  The show starts at
9pm and lasts approximately 50
minutes. Admission is $9 for
adults and $8 for seniors, college
students, students ages 5–18 and
RMSC members. (Children under
five are not admitted to Saturday
Night Laser shows.)

September 13, 2008

12th Annual Rochester River
Challenge (Outrigger Canoe Sprint

Races)
This is an inclusive community
event for paddlers with and with-
out disabilities. No experience is
necessary; all equipment is provid-
ed in addition to a steers-person
for each canoe. Teams of seven
people must pre-register prior to
race day. Each team competes in
two 400-meter sprint races.
Groups offered for paddlers from
10 years of age and up. There is
an entry fee for the races. A silent
auction will be available. Note:
Guest teams will include members
of the U.S. military services from
Iraq and Afghanistan Organized by
Cape Ability Outrigger Ohana, Inc.
a Rochester chapter of Disabled
Sports USA; Genesee Waterways
Center, 149 Elmwood Ave,
Rochester, New York 14611 Time:
Blessing of the Boats at 8:45 am
followed by races from 9:30 am-
12:00 noon and 1:15-4:30, Honor
our Heroes ceremony 12:15-12:45
p.m. Go to www.adaptivecanoe-
ing.orgfor more information, pic-
tures and entry forms.

Saturday, September 13th, 2008
Bull’s Head Bicentennial
Celebration
Time and place: noon until 5:00
pm at the greenspace north of
Genesee Street at West Main
across from Unity Health. The
200th Birthday Celebration of his-
toric Bull’s Head will feature
music, an original drama highlight-
ing neighborhood contributors,
horse & carriage rides and activi-
ties for youth. There will be oppor-
tunities to record memories of old-
time Bull’s Head and express
desires for a revitalized west side
hub at the Celebration site itself.

September 13, 2008
A Smooth Jazz Birthday bash for
Jimmie Highsmith, Jr. featuring
four
time Grammy nominee Grammy
winner Joseph Wooten (of the
Victor Wooten
Band), Rochester, NY's funkiest
group Johnny Viviani and Filthy
Funk, Freddy Colon on percussion
and also Beeno and Ronny from
the celebrated Neo-Soul Group
Black August.. The evening will be
MC by: Diane Conway
Joseph Wooten is the fourth
brother of the quintet "The Wooten
Brothers". He began playing organ
at the age of six under the
tutilage of his older brothers, so
that he and his brothers Regi, Roy

(Futureman), Rudy and Victor grew
up playing music and opening for
the likes of Curtis Mayfield, War
and Stephanie Mills. Currently he
tours with The Steve Miller Band,
and his brother Victor Wooten.
Waterstreet Music Hall Sept 13
door open at 6:30pm. Tickets
available
at Ticketmaster, The Bop Shop,
The Record Archive or contact
Jimmie
at 5857052070  

September 16 th, 2008 
DORJE CHANG BUDDHA IS LIVING
IN AMERICA 
7-9pm. A free lecture at the First
Universalist Church of Rochester
(150 South Clinton Ave, Rochester,
NY 14604) given by Zhaxi Zhuoma
Rinpoche about the Buddha-dhar-
ma and the path to enlightenment.
For directions and parking visit
http://r ochesteruniversalist.org/vis
itUs/parkingEntrance.php

September 22
The Holistic Moms Network is
launching a SECOND Chapter in
the ROCHESTER Area on the west
side and will hold a Kick-Off Open
House  at the Community Christian
Church, 2647 Chili Ave, Rochester,
NY (N. Chili) 14624 from 6:30
p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
For more information, please con-
tact Chapter Leader Deborah
Conquest at (585) 413-6833, or
via e-mail at
hmnrochesterwest@gmail.com For
general information, please visit
the Holistic Moms Network web-
site at 

For inclusion in this FREEcommu-
nity calendar, email 
events@minorityreporter.net
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TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
* Skilled Machinist

* Skilled Sheetmet al 
Brake Operators

* Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

SERVICES

Earn your dreams...
ConServe has been recovering educa-
tional debt since 1985 and has imme-
diate openings for Debt Counselors. 

"ConServe has been my employer for
more than 5 years.  I began working
here part time while I was still in high
school.  When I started working for
ConServe there were 42 employees
and now we have over 300!  Due to

their lucrative bonus structure and my
dedication and commitment to my
career at ConServe, I was recently
able to purchase my first home."

~Jeff, Debt Counselor 

If you are looking for work/lif e balance,
great compensation, and the satisfac-
tion of being rewarded for hard work
send your resume by either email to

pkent@conserve-arm.com or by fax to
(585)598-6131.

ConServe is an Equal Opportunity Employer
(EOE) and a Drug Free Workplace.

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?
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2 Palm Street
Rochester NY 14615

(ACROSSFROM KODAK’S
THEATREON THERIDGE)

Ph: (585) 458-9340
Fax: (585) 458-5325

Email: pyramidsbarandgrill
@hotmail.com


