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POLITICS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Barack Obama has surged ahead of
John McCain, taking a decisive 9
point lead in a new poll released by

the Washington Post and ABC News.

The new poll found Obama with 52 per-
cent compared to 43 percent for John
McCain. It was good news for the Obama
campaign after a rough start to the
month of September, when McCain led
49 to 47 percent in the same poll. 

It was also significant for Obama to poll
a majority of the public opinion in the
survey. Neither John Kerry nor Al Gore

ever won a majority of public opinion in
any pre-election poll when they ran for
president, according to the Post.

The Post attributed the changing poll
numbers to "[t]urmoil in the financial
industry and growing pessimism about
the economy,"

"Just 9 percent of those surveyed rated
the economy as good or excellent, the
first time that number has been in single
digits since the days just before the
1992 election. Just 14 percent said the
country is heading in the right direction,
equaling the record low on that question
in polls dating back to 1973," the Post
reported.

That was good news for Obama because
voters said they trust him more than
McCain to deal with the economy and
with the current crisis on Wall Street. A
full 50 percent of voters said the econo-
my is the most important issue that will
determine their vote, up from 37 percent
two weeks ago. But only 9 percent cited
the Iraq war as their most important
issue, which the Post described as the
lowest percentage of the campaign.

Obama has also made inroads with

white voters, particularly with white
women. McCain and Obama are now
nearly tied among white women, and
Obama has started to close the gap
among white voters overall to five per-
centage points, according to the Post.

The first two weeks of September were
defined by McCain's selection of Alaska
Gov. Sarah Palin to be his running mate,
and she clearly gave the Arizona senator
a boost after the Republican Convention.
But since that time, her numbers have
dropped, and her unfavorable rating has
gone up by 10 points in the past two
weeks, from 28 percent to 38 percent,
the Post reported.

The "enthusiasm gap" is also back, and
it's hurting McCain. Although 62 percent
of Obama supporters said they are "very
enthusiastic" about their candidate, only
34 percent of McCain's supporters felt
the same way.

No Democratic candidate for president
has won the majority of the white vote
since Lyndon Johnson in 1964, but
Obama is doing remarkably well with
that group, pulling 45 percent compared
to 50 percent for McCain.

With the black vote, on the other hand, it
isn't even close. If elected, Barack
Obama would be the first African-
American president, and he can count
on strong black support. According to the
Post poll, 96 percent of blacks support
Obama and just 3 percent support
McCain.

The presidential candidates will meet for
their first debate on Friday in Mississippi,
and the topic is foreign policy, which is
generally considered to be McCain's
strong suit. But the new poll shows some
potential trouble for McCain there as
well. "Two weeks ago, when those sur-
veyed were asked who they trusted to
deal with a major unexpected crisis,
McCain led 54 percent to 37 percent,"
the Post reported. "That lead is gone,"
the paper said. Also gone is McCain's big
lead on terrorism, which the Post said
"has all but disappeared."

Political observers will be watching new
polls closely to see if other opinion sur-
veys confirm the findings in the Post-ABC
News poll. Two tracking polls released
Wednesday morning find Obama with a
2 point lead and a 6 point lead. 

Source: The Daily Voice

Obama's big ne w lead: Is it real or a fluk e?

Monroe County Executive Maggie
Brooks, Erie County Executive
Chris Collins and Onondaga

County Executive Joanie Mahoney is
embarking on a statewide tour to
announce the creation of the Upstate
Mandate Relief Commission.

The 10-member commission, comprised
of business and community leaders from
each of the three member counties, will
engage in a comprehensive study of
state mandated programs and devise a
plan to reform these mandates in the
interests of protecting local property tax-
payers.

"Even  though  county  governments
across  New York continue to streamline
services  and  do  more  with less, a fis-
cal crisis brought on by the state persists
because  of  the heavy burden of state
mandated expenses on local taxpayers,"
said  Monroe  County  Executive  Maggie
Brooks.  "We have come together  today
as  both  County  Executives  and  New
Yorkers because we recognize  that  if
left  unchecked, unfunded state man-

dates will bankrupt counties  and  force
more  families  and  jobs  out  of  our
state.  This Commission  is  charged  with
taking  an  in-depth  look at these
unfunded mandates  and  formulating
serious  proposals for reform that we will
urge state government to adopt."

"As leaders in Upstate New York, we
must do everything we can to convince
our state lawmakers to stop burdening
property taxpayers with unfair and
unfunded mandates out of Albany," said
Erie County Executive Chris Collins.
"This kind of burden is dragging down
the Upstate economy, driving people out
of the state and impacting our quality of
life.  Upstate will never grow unless state
lawmakers reduce the mandates that
are strangling our local governments.
Upstate taxpayers desperately need
relief.  That relief will be hard to find if
Albany continues to balance its budget
on the back of county taxpayers."

"When New York State balances its budg-
et by shifting the burden, the result is not
on state programs - it falls to the coun-
ties," said Onondaga County Executive

Joanie Mahoney.  "It has now become
our responsibility to cut  programs  or
raise  taxes  and  explain  that  to  our
constituents.
Regardless of which county we reside in,
we all live in New York State.
This  commission  will  seek  a  better
answer  to  mandated  funding  and
unsustainable programming."

The goals of the Upstate Mandate Relief
Commission are:

To compile and document all state
mandated spending programs that
impact

counties;
Analyze the level of state funding sup-

port that is provided for these
programs, and assess the amount of

unfunded mandates;
Educate citizens and state representa-

tives on the burden imposed by
state mandated programs;
Recommend pilot programs and waiv-

er opportunities for the state to adopt
as reform measures; and
Demonstrate potential operational effi-

ciencies and cost savings for both

New York State and its counties when
restrictive mandates are eased.

In Monroe County, mandated expenses
represent 71% of the budget, meaning
that the county only has local control
over 29% of its spending.  Mandated
spending  accounts  for  $671.3  million
in  the  2008  County Budget, and
Medicaid  accounted  for  an additional
$162 million - making it the single
largest  mandate imposed by state gov-
ernment.  Overall mandated spending in
Monroe County cost taxpayers $833.3
million this year.

"Counties were originally created to be
the social service providers for New York
State, but over time the state has been
paying less and less in reimbursements
while asking counties to provide more
and more services,"
said Monroe County Executive Maggie
Brooks.  "This forces counties like
Monroe  to  focus  budget  conversations
on  which taxes to raise or which servic-
es  to  cut  -  and  that is unacceptable
and unsustainable.  We must combat

Brooks, Three Other County Ex ecutiv es
Create Commission to Help T axpayers

Continued on page 9
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No Puede Proporcionar Su Medicina? 
Necesita Ayuda? 

Venga Unanos El Centro De Salud Anthony L. Jordan! 
 
 
 

By Staff Reporter

According to a recent Rasmussen
Reports national survey, the more
voters learn about the proposed

$700 billion federal bailout plan for the
U.S. economy, the more they don't like it.

The survey, taken Monday shows 44% of
Americans oppose the taxpayer-backed
plan, up seven points from 37% the day
before. Twenty-five percent (25%) sup-
port it now, versus 28% in the earlier
poll. Thirty-five percent (31%) are unde-
cided.

While 30% of Americans say the bailout
plan will hurt the economy, 35% think it
will help the economy, and 13% believe
it will have no impact at all. 

Of the two major presidential candi-
dates, Barack Obama may be the bene-
ficiary of the country's economic down-
turn. The Rasmussen Reports daily
Presidential Tracking Poll for Thursday
shows Obama attracting 49% of the vote
while John McCain earns 46%. Other
than the bounces related to his conven-
tion and speech in Berlin, this is the first
time Obama has had 49% support on
back-to-back days since early July. It's
also McCain's lowest level of support in
nearly three weeks.

But voters are fairly evenly divided over
which of the two presidential contenders
they trust more to oversee the plan
which will be in place for at least two
years after its passage. Forty-nine per-
cent (49%) trust John McCain more, 43%
say Barack Obama. Women voters, who
generally favor Obama over McCain, are
evenly divided at 45% each. Men trust
McCain more by a 53% to 40% margin. 

The plan proposed by Treasury Secretary
Henry Paulson would give the Treasury
Department the taxpayer-funded power
to buy up to $700 billion in mortgage
debt from private firms. The Bush admin-
istration contends this is a systematic
way to deal with the country's growing
economic crisis, fueled by bad mort-
gages, as opposed to responding case-
by-case. The plan was prompted by a
series of high-profile bankruptcies and
near-bankruptcies which sparked tur-
moil in the stock market. 

To gain approval by congressional
Democrats who lead both the House and
Senate, Paulson has reportedly agreed
closer oversight of Treasury by Congress,
restricting the income of executives

whose companies benefit from the
bailout and helping more homeowners
facing foreclosure. 

Sixty-three percent (63%) of voters agree
that the plan should include limits on
how much is paid to executives and
bankers whose companies are helped by
the bailout. Eighteen percent (18%) are
opposed to the idea. 

But conservative Republicans are begin-
ning to balk at the unprecedented size of
the bailout plan and whether it will even
work. Democrats are hoping to add bil-
lions more in domestic spending to the
package, including $25 billion in loans
for the deeply troubled "Big Three"
automakers. 

McCain now describes himself as
'deeply uncomfortable' with the plan,
while Obama is offering a plan of his own
for increased regulation of financial mar-
kets. 

A survey taken last week before the
bailout plan was announced found that
neither presidential candidate had con-
vinced a majority of voters that they
know how to handle the country's grow-
ing economic problems. 

Nationally, the race between Obama and
McCain is very close in the Rasmussen
daily Presidential Tracking Poll. 

Women by a narrow 34% to 31% margin
think the bailout plan is more likely to
hurt than help the economy. Men say it
will help 40% to 25%. 

While Republicans in Congress are more
skeptical of the plan, 32% of GOP voters
favor it versus 23% of Democrats. Forty-
one percent (41%) of Republicans and
45% of Democrats oppose the plan.
Unaffiliated voters oppose it 47% to
18%. 

Forty-four percent (44%) of Republicans
say it will help the economy, but only
33% of Democratic voters agree and
nearly as many (31%) say it will hurt.
Twenty-six percent (26%) of Republicans
say the plan will hurt the economy. Again
slightly more unaffiliateds (32%) think it
will hurt versus 29% who believe it will
improve U.S. economic conditions. 

But, despite their concerns, 74% of vot-
ers believe the bailout plan likely to be
approved by Congress.

Source: Rasmussen Reports

Let's do the math.
$700,000,000,000.

300,000,000 Americans

Over $2,300 dollars per American. But wait!
Not all 300 million are employed! Only about

200 million employed. So now we are
around $3,500 dollars per American.

And this does't even account for the 
5 Trillion debt.

$700 Billion Bailout Plan
Expected to P ass Despite
Growing Opposition
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EDITORIAL & OPINION

To the Editor:

Ilistened to Sarah Palin’s speech at the
Republican National Convention. While
impressed by her presentation, I am

not a supporter. She’s charming, an
entertaining speaker, and her experi-
ence as a beauty queen makes her like-
able. She wore a nice suit, had her hair
down, and she wore lipstick. The combi-
nation of all of those things got the
crowd excited. 

As a professed girly girl, I was pleased
that she was comfortable enough to be
herself. That being said, I resisted the
urge to get caught up in her aura.
Instead, I listened to what she said. To
her credit, she tried to sweeten her
offensive, puritan, and repressive ideas
with sugar and a smile. However, for me,
that did not make the bitter pill go down
any easier. 

As I listened to Governor Palin I was
scared. Unlike others, I don’t doubt that

she is capable of leading. The real ques-
tion is where would she lead this coun-
try? She is anti-choice in all respects.
She is against the freedom to choose an
abortion. She is against detailed sex
education. She is anti-gay marriage.
Indeed, she is against all things that
seem to involve the people deciding
what is best for them. And while she
presents her family as an example of her
principles, you’re not supposed to ask
her about them. The children of candi-
dates may be off limits, but the candi-
dates’ platforms are not. 

Governor Palin’s daughter, Bristol, is
pregnant at seventeen. She has another
year of high school. Her parents have
released a statement commenting about
their great blessing of becoming grand-
parents. While all children are a bless-
ing, no sane person would deny that it is
preferable to delay parenthood until
after high school. Before her daughter’s
pregnancy, Palin agreed. Her plan to pre-
vent teenage pregnancy was to permit

schools to teach the “abstinence”. 

Given Bristol’s current situation, I think
that it is fair to ask Governor Palin
whether she has expanded her views
about what constitutes appropriate sex
education. Palin is a mother who has
decided to run for Vice President even
though she has a newborn, special
needs baby. It is not sexist to point that
out. It is a fact. It is true that male candi-
dates aren’t confronted with that issue.
However, male candidates have
answered the question before it became
an issue. They had the benefit of having
stay- at-home wives. Or in the case of the
Obamas, a wife who has sacrificed her
career for her family and who has a
mother who takes up the slack. 

Instead of objecting to the question, the
Palins simply need to explain who is, and
who will be, caring for baby Trig. It is a
valid question. And all I have heard is
how Todd, “The First Dude of Alaska” is a
good union guy who rides a mean snow

mobile. 

What impressed me the most about
Palin’s speech was how many people
were electrified by her antiquated ideas.
She sold traditionalism as if it were
transformative. In many ways it was bril-
liant. Even though I am not going to vote
for McCain/Palin and I am not going to
subscribe to their ideas, I did learn an
important lesson. I learned that a pretty
woman can get away with a lot. 

Perhaps it all boils down to the impor-
tance of wearing lipstick. It hides a mul-
titude of sins. And, given the applause
Palin received from the crowd, lipstick
gives you the ability to say unpalatable
things without consequence. In the
words of Governor Palin, lipstick makes
you prettier than a pit bull, but no less
tough. Who knew?! -

Chaton Turner

Lips tic k, an apparent leader ship req uirement

To the Editor:

Your article "Dramatic Increase in
Suicides among Adolescent African-
American Males" published

September 13, 2008 is not just a traves-
ty, but also what I see as blatant stigma
and prejudicial in nature.

It is my opinion that before the author
makes such unsubstantiated and biased
comments, there should be more FACTS
to corroborate a diagnosis of mental ill-
ness. It is my opinion that there are just
as many Caucasians at risk of becoming
depressed as there are African
Americans.

It is further my opinion that there are too
many children, as well as adults that
have had their lives destroyed by misdi-
agnosis of mental illness, and mental ill-
ness like symptoms from side effects
from drugs that are prescribed for
patients without proper diagnosis by the
physicians and psychologists that are
making this diagnosis.

Have you thought of the patients that
become disabled from tar dive dyskone-
sia from psychiatric drugs, or patients
that end up with leucopenia from psychi-
atric drugs, or diabetes from psychiatric
drugs, or kidney, and liver disease from

psychiatric drugs that are prescribed for
patients as a means of getting them 'out
of your hair'. What ever happened to
diagnosing a patient based on proper
and appropriate testing? What ever hap-
pened to diagnosis of a patient based on
MRI, CT, Pet scans, or abnormal blood
work?

The psychologist or psychiatrist would
say well, the diagnosis is based on symp-
toms, and behavior.

I say, symptoms and behavior can be
caused by any number of physical ill-
nesses. to include a Brain tumors, which
IS NOT A MENTAL ILLNESS. Is it easier to
destroy patients and their family's lives
with a misdiagnosis than it is to be sure
of your diagnosis by utilizing diagnostic
testing procedures in order to be sure of
your diagnosis? It is my opinion that this
eagerness to label black people as men-
tally ill is no more than another form of

racism, and another way to attempt to rid
the world of the Black race. After all,
without the black man there can be no
black race, can there.

There is probably more mental illnesses
induced by the Medication that the psy-
chiatrist and psychologists prescribe to
patients, {and that includes both FDA
approved as well as the unapproved
under the name of grandfathered in
drugs and if I might add without the
patient or family's knowledge or permis-
sion}, than there is true mental illnesses.

Therefore, before you continue to
destroy the African American men with-
out just cause, do your job and certify
your diagnosis with ACCURATE FACTUAL
TESTING.

R. Russell

Your Findings Concerning Suicide Rates in African American
Males are U nsubs tantiated 

Iunderstand the nuances referred to
here in term of research material.
However, The direction of the research

is outright racist in its demeanour. If you
talk something up strongly enough, use
research material from racist white
researchers, and are motivated by the
literal pot of money at the end of the
rainbow, things can only get worst. Yes
there are suicides, yes they have their

causes, but we must not exaggerate
assumption that anything negative is
done more by Black youths for children.
I do not support this malthusian style of
psychology.

Marcia Kia Simpson-James

INSTANT GRATIFICATION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote

or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent
2018 Latta Road
Rochester, NY 14612
Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company. Bloomington, IL* Insurance and discounts subject to qualifications.

Call my office 24/7
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Standing on Shoulder s of Legacy : Reflections of James "Buddy" Y oung. Sr. 

One of the
stranger
things in

life is how you
can know
someone a life-

time and then discover you never really
knew significant things about them.

This past Saturday I attended the
Memorial Service of a family friend,
James "Buddy" Young, who lived to cele-
brate his 94th birthday. His family has
been a part of my family for as long as I
can remember.  When I had the opportu-
nity to embrace and chat with his widow,
Dr. Alice Young, she whispered to me "he
is with your parents (James "Jimmy" and
Wilma Winston) now and they are up to
something, more than likely playing
penny poker."

I began to reflect on this family's journey
along side mine.  I knew that Buddy's
wife Alice and my Mom were raised in
the same small NC town Wise,
Warrenton, NC.  They both attended
Warren County Training School.  I knew
that visits to NC to visit my grandparents
some summers would mean a visit to
Alice's family store, close to my grand-
parent's 90 acres farm. There was no
separation classes I could determine as
a child. 

After leaving NC I found have always
found it interesting that both my Mom
and Alice found their way North and both
wound up in Rochester, NY.  My Dads

original stop with his wife in tow was
Detroit where he had hoped to land a job
at General Motors. More ironic is how he
arrived in Rochester and my Mother and
her childhood friend both found them-
selves here and both married men
named "James"-men who were also US
Veterans and had served our Country in
WW II.  Both James "Buddy " Young and
James Walker Winston also worked side
by side at Art Craft Optical Company for
almost 40 years before retiring. 

Both my Mom and Alice were ambitious
in their own Right.  Alice returned to
school with the support of her husband
and received Master and Doctorate
degrees. She retired from Administration
in the Rochester City School District and,
if memory serves me correctly, was inter-
im Superintendent at one time.  

My Mom chose the path of entrepreneur
and established a Beauty Shop that was
housed on Clarissa St for over 30 years.
When her legs could no longer support
the long hours of standing, she returned
to school  in 1978 obtained her G.E.D.,
something she needed to secure the job
offer she had received form the Monroe
County Children's Center.  She not only
retired from the County , she and my Dad
were also Foster parents to 9 teen-aged
girls after my 2 brothers and I left the
nest. 

My Dad was also an entrepreneur.  As a
side hustle to feed his family, he used to
cut hair on the weekends in our back

hall.  As family folklore would have it
when my Dad sent for his State license
the application was returned requesting
a $5.00 payment.  My Dad was known to
squeeze a dollar very tight, and my Mom
always said he was not going to part with
$5.00.  

James "Buddy" Yong and Alice raised 4
children. (3 boys and one girl).  The eld-
est son James (Jimmy) Jr. (now
deceased) was my "Buddy". I always
looked to when it was time for them to
get haircuts in my Dads makeshift back
hall barbershop.  Rodney and Calvin
were my brother ages and at the time we
had little interest in each others dia-
logue.  That of course has since
changed. Although Jimmy Jr. was older
than me I always made sure the piano in
our house was polished and would
encourage him to play and teach me
songs. He taught me so well that
Hochstein rejected me as a student
because I had mastered how to play by
"ear."

Jimmy jr. was one of the more accom-
plished pianists I have ever known.  He.
left this dimension in California but
spent lots of time playing and recording
with the legendary singer, songwriter,
guitarist, Boz Scaggs. 

Both the Youngs and the Winston lived in
the 3rd Ward from 1949 until 1958. It
was at that time the Young's moved to
the 19th Ward.  My Dad bought our
house in 1949 from my Gr Uncle Henry

Greenlea.  We remained there unitl the
late 70's.  uncle Henry owned most of
the property that used to be along
Caledonia Avenue, now called Clarissa
St.  Our house on Adams, was next door
to Dr. Anthony Jordan, in an area now
called "Cornhill."

Unbeknownst to me until the day I read
James "Buddy" Young's Obit was what an
important role he and Alice played in
paving the way for Black homeownership
in Rochester. Ownership that would take
them beyond the confines of what had
been carved out for "Blacks" only.  The
excerpt from the Obit read as follows: 

"In 1958 the family moved from 80
Reynolds (3rd Ward) Street to Millbank
St (19th Ward)...They moved into the
house without ever having seen the
inside. A white friend had to act as the
prospective buyer, in order for them to
make the purchase. Once the neighbors
realized that the Black folks who were
working so hard cleaning the house
were actually the owners threatening let-
ters signed "from the Millbank Ku Klux
Klan" soon began arriving.  Buddy and
Alice Young were "pioneers" in the hous-
ing arena at that time." 

As long as I've known the Young family, it
wasn't until this past Saturday that I real-
ized and I and every other Black home-
owner in this community was standing
on their shoulders.

By Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

To hear the media pundits and presi-
dential candidates tell it, you'd think
Adam Smith has been president for

the last eight years and, with a Congress
full of free-market advocates, had enact-
ed an agenda of full-blown laissez-faire.

Had that been the case, we would not be
in the mess we are in economically. Alas,
it has not been the case.

Politicians have an obvious interest in
portraying the financial meltdown as the
result of a government hands-off policy.
They can't very well advocate govern-
ment controls if government controls are
responsible for the debacle we're now
living through. The pundits just don't
understand economics.

But believe it or not, the problems in the
financial and housing industries are not
a market failure. They are a government
failure.

The U.S. government has heavily regulat-
ed the financial sector since the 1930s.
Yes, some regulations have been
tweaked over the years. In 1999 - under
Bill Clinton - the New Deal's Glass-
Steagall Act, which had separated invest-
ment and commercial banking, was
repealed. But it is important to realize
that these regulatory changes were in
response to specific problems caused
the regulations themselves. Separating
commercial and investment banking was
an arbitrary and artificial decision by
government officials, and this action pre-
vented banks from having the flexibility
to better serve their customers in a com-
petitive global economy. They were not

part of any laissez-faire program, unless
President Clinton was really a secret
free-market advocate.

There was no general deregulation. Why
do the pundits think differently?
Because they are blinded by words. The
Bush administration and Republicans
talk about the costs of business regula-
tion. But that is not the same as repeal-
ing regulations. As economist Tyler
Cowen writes in the New York Times,
there has been "continuing heavy regula-
tion, with a growing loss of accountabili-
ty and effectiveness.... When it comes to
financial regulation, for example, until
the crisis of the last few months, the
administration did little to alter a regula-
tory structure that was built over many
decades. Banks continue to be governed
by a hodgepodge of rules and agencies
including the Office of the Comptroller of
the Currency, the international Basel
accords on capital standards, state
authorities, the Federal Reserve and the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.
Publicly traded banks, like other corpora-
tions, are subject to the Sarbanes-Oxley
Act."

Moreover, as Cowen points out, it has
been long-standing government policy to
make it easier for non-creditworthy peo-
ple to get mortgages: "legislation that
has been on the books for years - like the
Home Mortgage Disclosure Act and the
Community Reinvestment Act - helped to
encourage the proliferation of high-risk
mortgage loans." In fact, banks could be
penalized for appearing to avoid lending
money to people with poor prospects for
repayment. The passionate advocates of

this social-welfare policy now call such
bank conduct "predatory lending."

Even if the Bush administration had
ended all oversight of the banking indus-
try, the government would still not be off
the hook for the current difficulties. That
is because for many years it has inter-
vened in the mortgage and financial
markets not by regulating in the tradi-
tional sense, but rather by implicitly
promising to protect lending and under-
writing institutions from their own folly.
Most egregious of all has been the
understanding that Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac - two government-spon-
sored enterprises - would not be permit-
ted to go bankrupt. These organizations,
both created and subsidized by govern-
ment, gave us the subprime mess by
buying mortgages from banks, bundling
them into securities, and then selling the
securities to investors - with an explicit

guarantee that the income would keep
flowing even if the homeowners stopped
paying their mortgages. That system
nearly assured that banks would lend
promiscuously. What did they have to
lose? Ultimately, the taxpayers would
bail them out.

The result is what we today call the "sub-
prime mortgage crisis."

Make no mistake: the government, not
the free market, created this fiasco. The
solution, therefore, is not more govern-
ment, but the end of all regulations and
business privileges.

Sheldon Richman is senior fellow at The
Future of Freedom Foundation, author of
Tethered Citizens: Time to Repeal the Welfare
State, and editor of The Freeman magazine.

$700 Billion Go vernment F ailure
Guest Editorial by Sheldon Richman

www .minor i ty repor ter .ne t
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HEALTH & EDUCATION

For the first time, researchers have
identified variations in a single gene
that are strongly associated with kid-

ney diseases disproportionately affect-
ing African-Americans. This work was
conducted by researchers at the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) and by
NIH-funded investigators at the Johns
Hopkins University. The findings are pub-
lished online today in two papers in
Nature Genetics and will be published in
the October print issue.

"These two breakthrough genomic stud-
ies on kidney disease illustrate the
importance of collaborations between
scientists at NIH and NIH-funded investi-
gators at Johns Hopkins," said NIH
Director Elias A. Zerhouni, M.D. "This
type of government-academic collabora-
tion moves translational research for-
ward and provides the knowledge base
for developing new therapies for these
chronic health disorders."

The researchers studied nondiabetic kid-
ney diseases that can lead to chronic
kidney disease and, in severe cases, to
kidney failure requiring long-term dialy-
sis or a kidney transplant. One of these
diseases, focal segmental glomeru-
losclerosis (FSGS), is a kidney disease
that leads to kidney failure in more than
half of those with the disease over a peri-
od of about 10 years. Chronic kidney dis-
ease is caused by many different dis-
eases and conditions and affects 26 mil-
lion Americans. More than 106,000 indi-
viduals develop kidney failure and more
than 485,000 receive dialysis or trans-
plantation in the United States each
year.

Using a type of genome association that
relies on differences in the frequency of
gene variants between populations, the
NIH researchers identified several varia-

tions in the MYH9 gene as major contrib-
utors to excess risk of kidney disease
among African-Americans. The NIH
researchers shared their discovery with
the Johns Hopkins scientists, who repli-
cated the findings in participants from
earlier studies of kidney disease.

Both research teams found statistically
significant associations of MYH9 vari-
ants with FSGS, HIV-associated FSGS,
and all nondiabetic kidney failure. They
also found that these variants were
much more frequent among people of
African ancestry than among whites. The
increased risk among African-Americans
with these variants is more than 300
percent for FSGS, more than 500 per-
cent for HIV-associated FSGS, and more
than 100 percent for all nondiabetic kid-
ney failure. Sixty percent of African-
Americans carry the risk variants in con-
trast to 4 percent of whites.

Though FSGS affects African-Americans
more than whites, the rate of progression
to kidney failure is believed to the same
for both populations. FSGS associated
with HIV infection is almost exclusively
found in individuals of African descent
and, without treatment, progresses more
rapidly to kidney failure compared to
other forms of kidney disease. FSGS
often affects adolescents and young
adults as well as older individuals.

In the NIH study, the researchers
scanned the genome of 190 African-
Americans known to have FSGS, includ-
ing the form associated with HIV infec-
tion, and 222 who did not have FSGS
and replicated these findings in addition-
al cases. The Johns Hopkins
researchers, members of the Family
Investigation of Nephropathy and
Diabetes (FIND) consortium, studied
more than 2,100 participants of the

FIND study and the Choices for Healthy
Outcomes in Caring for ESRD (CHOICE)
study. FIND, one of the largest multi-cen-
ter genetic studies of kidney disease
ever conducted, has been funded by the
NIDDK since 1999.

"MYH9 genetic variations account for
some of the excess risk of kidney dis-
ease due to hypertension, and much of
the excess risk due to FSGS, and HIV-
associated FSGS in African-Americans,"
said Jeffrey B. Kopp, M.D., a kidney spe-
cialist and lead author of the NIH study.
"We hope this finding will lead to person-
alized medical therapy that will reduce
the burden of chronic kidney disease."

Though diabetes is one of the leading
causes of kidney failure, both research
teams found no association between the
MYH9 variants and diabetes-related kid-
ney failure in African-Americans. "This
finding suggests that the mechanisms
leading from onset of chronic kidney dis-
ease to kidney failure may differ based
on the inciting cause," said W.H. Linda
Kao, M.H.S., Ph.D., and Rulan S. Parekh,
M.D., M.S., the lead and senior authors
of the Hopkins study. "Therefore, under-
standing the role that MYH9 plays in kid-
ney failure may ultimately lead to devel-
opment of drug therapies that target
more specific, rather than common,
genetic pathways to prevent kidney dis-
ease progression more effectively."

"These two studies are important not only
because the MYH9 risk variants account
for nearly all the excess burden of FSGS
and HIV-associated kidney disease in
African-Americans, but also because
MYH9 is the first kidney disease gene
identified that explains an important
health disparity and involves common
forms of kidney disease,"said Cheryl
Winkler, Ph.D., principal scientist with the

National Cancer Institute, senior author of
the NIH intramural study, and a co-author
of the Johns Hopkins study. "In addition,
the MYH9 gene's estimated relative risk is
higher than that observed for nearly all
genetic factors discovered by genome-
wide scans, including those for prostate
cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
breast cancer, and hypertension."

The different frequencies of genetic vari-
ants between African Americans and
European Americans have potential
implications for future screening strate-
gies for African-Americans with hyperten-
sion. It remains unclear whether hyper-
tension is particularly likely to damage
the kidney in individuals with these
MYH9 variants, and further research will
be needed to determine whether individ-
uals identified as having hypertensive
kidney disease actually have undiag-
nosed FSGS.

The variants found in these studies are
markers indicating that the MYH9 gene
is the location of the disease-causing
variations, but the specific variants have
not yet been definitively identified.
Further studies will be needed to identify
the specific causal variants. Most indi-
viduals with the gene variants do not
develop kidney disease, suggesting that
additional genetic or environmental fac-
tors contribute to causing kidney disease
in particular individuals with the MYH9
variants.

This research also was supported by the
National Cancer Institute, the National
Heart Lung and Blood Institute, the
Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality, and by the National Center for
Research Resources through its General
Clinical Research Centers.

Source: U.S. Dept. of Health

Newly Identified Gene V ariations A ccount for Increased Burden of
Kidne y Disease among African- Americans
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2 Palm Street
Rochester NY 14615

(ACROSSFROM KODAK’S
THEATREON THERIDGE)

Ph: (585) 458-9340
Fax: (585) 458-5325

Email: pyramidsbarandgrill
@hotmail.com

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road

Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

ROI of fers you and your com pany an arra y of free 
services that are essential in toda y's job mark et. 

* Job referral and replacement services 
throughout four states

* Program staff specializing in 
your specific staffing needs 

* Meeting rooms for your use in applicant 
interview and testing

* Off site and on site training curriculum 
tailored by and to your employment needs

We recognize the value of employers and 
welcome your participation in the 

National Farmworkers Jobs Program

ROI Training and Em ployment Program 
provides valuable benefits for y our 

company and the community at large. 

For More Details Call 585-340-3300 

Rural Oppor tunities, Inc.

An old slogan used in community
blood drive campaigns said, “Blood
is like a parachute. If you don't have

it when you need it, chances are you'll
never need it again.” This pushed the life-
and-death necessity of blood availability
and the need for donors. Nowadays,
bloodmobiles can be found outside
churches, shopping malls, schools, gro-
cery stores and anywhere else large
groups of people congregate. Some offer
giveaways to donors, including refresh-
ments, t-shirts, coupons and tickets.

To make the slogan more specific, blood
is like a parachute that opens for one
person but not another person. That is
because people have differing blood
groups, some of which are compatible
with each other while others are incom-
patible. Red blood cells are part of the
ABO system because they are divided
into categories of O, A, B and AB. While
all four blood groups exist throughout
the world, distributions levels vary
among nations and ethnic groups.

According to the American Red Cross, O
is the most common blood group among
African Americans. Group O is a “univer-

sal donor,” meaning people with this
blood group can donate to recipients of
all four groups. Other blood groups have
limited cross-compatibility. Some individ-
uals possess rare blood types that make
normal transfusion procedures difficult.
Blood types are genetically inherited, just
like eye color and other physical traits. As
a result, transfusion patients with rare
blood types generally have a better suc-
cess rate with a donor of similar ethnic
background and compatible ABO group.
This affects patients with sickle cell dis-
ease, who are largely African American,
as well as other conditions.

What does this mean for you? In short,
African American blood donors are need-
ed. No matter how rare or common your
blood type is, somebody somewhere
needs it. The next time you see the
bloodmobile, stop inside or contact your
local blood bank. If you’re concerned
that you may have a disqualifying condi-
tion, ask questions before dismissing
the idea. It is an easy way for a healthy
individual to help save lives. 

Source: Black PR Wire

Blood Donor s are
Everybody’s Type

“I find, in being blac k, a thing
of beauty : a joy; a strength; a
secret cup of gladness. “

~Ossie Davis
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these costs in order to secure our finan-
cial freedom for future generations."

Mandated expenses account for 53.6%
of the budget in Erie County, and the
county spent nearly $779 million this
year on unfunded state mandates.
Medicaid costs alone in Erie County
come to more than $191 million.

"In   Erie   County,   our business
approach to government is driving
efficiencies and cost-saving initiatives
every day," said Erie County Executive
Chris Collins.  "The Governor and
Legislature need to seriously think about
the number and scope of state programs
and our ability to pay for them.  New York
State will never move forward if we con-
tinue to burden property taxpayers with
unfunded mandates that support overly
generous and unsustainable state pro-
grams.  Forcing counties to increase
property taxes is no longer an accept-
able method of payment."

In Onondaga County, state mandated
expenses accounted for 52% of the
county's budget.   That amounted to
$395 million of the county's spending.
Medicaid accounted for $92.4 million -
claiming over half of the property tax rev-
enues collected by the county and mak-
ing it Onondaga County's single highest
expense.

"Onondaga  County's  budget  is already
lean, coming in with an increase of
spending  that  is  only  a quarter of the
current rate of inflation," said Onondaga
County Executive Joanie Mahoney.
"Even a 1% shift of burden from the
state onto Onondaga County has a huge
impact, adding $1.5 million to our budg-
et; but the mandates remain.  That
leaves very little room for county govern-
ment to do anything more than raises
property taxes.  I am not going to pass
that burden on to the community.  If the
Governor cuts funding, I will have to cut
programs."

The Upstate Mandate Relief Commission
will seek input from experts around the
state, which will allow the group to draft
a comprehensive report.  The report,  to
be  completed  by  the  end  of  the year,
will be provided to Governor  David
Paterson and the New York State
Legislature as they prepare for  the  next
session of the Legislature and introduc-
tion of the 2009-2010 Executive Budget.

"With  the state facing its most severe
fiscal challenge in a decade, it is time  to
recognize  that  the current State-County
public service delivery system  is  frac-
tured,  insufficient and broken," said
Stephen J. Acquario, Executive  Director
of the New York State Association of
Counties (NYSAC).
"The more focus that is given to the man-
dated role that county governments play
in New York State, the better off the
property taxpayers is going to be."

Monroe, Erie and Onondaga County
have each appointed three members to
the all-volunteer Upstate Mandate Relief
Commission, as well as Rochester-area
businessman Geoff Rosenberger, who
will serve as chair.  Rosenberger is the
co-founder and Managing Director of
Clover Capital Management, a
Rochester
investment firm.   He also serves on sev-
eral boards; including the Center
for Governmental Research, Greater
Rochester Health Foundation, and
Junior Achievement of Rochester.  He
holds an economics degree and MBA
from the University of Kentucky and is a
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA).

"I appreciate the vote of confidence the
County Executives have placed in me

and the other nine members of the
Upstate Mandate Relief Commission,"
said Commission Chair Geoff
Rosenberger.  "Unfunded mandates
aren't just a headache  for  local  elected
officials,  they  impact  all New Yorkers by
needlessly  driving  up  the  cost  of  pro-
viding government services.  The com-
mission will apply our collective busi-
ness, economic and government policy
backgrounds to find ways to relieve New
York taxpayers from these harmful state
mandates."

The members of the Upstate Mandate
Relief Commission are:

Monroe County Members

William C.  Carpenter is the Chief
Operating Officer of the Salient
Corporation, based in Horseheads, NY.
Carpenter previously served as
Director of Management and Budget
and Medicaid Czar for Monroe County.

Scott Nasca is the President of
Generation Capital Management LLC in
Rochester.   He is a 15-year veteran of
the investment industry and holds
the designation of Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA).

Rebecca L.  Sumner has served as the
Director of Development, Research
Associate and Assistant Secretary to the
Board of Trustees at the Center for
Governmental Research.

Erie County Members

Dr.  Kevin R.  Hardwick is an Associate
Professor of Political Science at Canisius
College in Buffalo, where he has focused
his research on state
legislative   politics   and   municipal
service distribution.   Hardwick
previously served three terms as First
Ward Councilmember in the City of
Tonawanda.

Michael Weiner is the Commissioner of
the Erie County Department of Social
Services.   He's responsible for the
department's administration with a
budget of a half billion dollars and a
workforce of over 1,600 employees.

Sundra Ryce is the President and C.E.O.
of SLR Contracting and Service
Company in Buffalo.  The company has
offices in Syracuse and Springville.
Ryce also serves on the board of the
Buffalo Urban Development Corporation.

Onondaga County Members

William Fisher is the President of
Summit Software Company in
Jamesville,
Onondaga County.   Fisher also was the
Director of County Executive
Mahoney's Transition Team in 2007.

Joel Delmonico is the Vice President and
General Manager of Clear Channel
Radio in Syracuse.  Delmonico oversees
day-to-day operations of seven radios
stations.   He has been recognized for
his contributions to schools in the
Syracuse area.

Cydney Johnson is the co-founder of the
Spark Group Ltd.  She also served on
Mahoney's Transition Team, overseeing
workforce relations.

The Upstate Mandate Relief Commission
plans to hold its first meeting on October
1st, 2008.

Source: Monroe County Department of
Communications

Upstate Mandate R elief Commission
Continued from page 2
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face to the name

Councilmember John F. Lightfoot
John Lightfoot is a City Councilmember At-Large. He is
a graduate of Edison Technical and Occupational
School and a 15 year employee of the Monroe County
Department of Environmental Services, where he
works as a Pure Waters Technician. He has a long his-
tory of community involvement, which he attributes to
his parents, Frederick and Mary Ann Lightfoot, his late
brother, Steven, and late uncle and former County
Legislator, Willie W. Lightfoot.

Lightfoot began his journey as a community activist in
1990, when he was still a teenager. He worked with
community leaders to successfully raise voter regis-
tration in southwest Rochester by 30%, advocate for

the present location of James Madison School of Excellence (now Wilson
Academy), and secure the Southwest Area Neighborhood Association's role as
the lead agency in the City's southwest.

Lightfoot is a founder of Changing of the Scenes, a neighborhood association
dedicated to empowering residents of the community and creating programs for
positive change. Changing of the Scenes offered summer camps for six consec-
utive years that served over sixty neighborhood youths per year and provided
community jobs. This active group has created block clubs, provided services to
families and seniors, and participated in the Anthony Square housing develop-
ment which resulted in the demolition of drug-infested housing at Fight Square,
and the birth of 45 new housing units and 23 single family homes, at a cost of
$11.3 million.

As President of Sector 4 from 2003 through 2004, Lightfoot managed and
mobilized five neighborhood associations and six committees. He encouraged
and facilitated open dialog through community forums, utilizing the processes
and goals outlined in Renaissance 2010, the City?s comprehensive plan. Under
his leadership, Sector 4 launched its web site, www.sector4.org, created the
Southwest health fair, which drew over 1,000 participants, helped secure $3
million for improved community space for seniors and $24 million for 219 new
housing units. Mr. Lightfoot also participated in the Plymouth Avenue street revi-
talization project and negotiated a new community center to serve both Sector
4 and the PLEX neighborhood association.

A proponent of what he terms the "Cross-Net System", Lightfoot believes that
open communication between service agencies, churches, residents, govern-
ment, and businesses, is crucial to setting priorities and meeting goals.
Collaboration is key to addressing problems affecting Rochester, particularly
those revolving around youth and schools, seniors, families, and job develop-
ment.  A unified community is essential to create lasting positive change, and
an organized process toward improvement is the only way to move forward. 

A Rochester native, Lightfoot is a life-long, active member of Mt. Olivet Baptist
Church, where he serves as the chairperson of the audiovisual ministry and coor-
dinator for the Boy Scouts. He has led many youth through the Scouting pro-
gram, and proudly boasts that six African American youth completed the high-
est level in scouting, achieving Eagle Scout rank and making Mt. Olivet's Boy
Scout troop the first in Monroe County history to have as many as six African
American Eagle Scouts.

Lightfoot's dedication to community service has been recognized by former
Monroe County Executive Jack Doyle, former Rochester Mayor William A.
Johnson, Jr., the Urban League, and About Time magazine. He is the recipient of
numerous awards including the Outstanding Dedication Award from Changing
of the Scenes Neighborhood Association (1998), Commitment and Dedication
Award from the Jefferson Avenue Business Association (1998), and the Faith in
Action Award from the Greater Rochester Community of Churches (2004). 

Lightfoot has a son and is an owner/occupant of a multi-family building.

-----------------

For profiles of other Community Leaders
featured in our “Face to the Name” , visit
our website at www.MinorityReporter.net

IN THE COMMUNITY

THE UPCOMING ELECTION IS VERY IMPORTANT
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE T O HELP WITH VOTER REGISTRATION
CALL DAVID GANTT’S OFFICE AT 454-3670

Assemblyman, David F. Gantt Councilwoman, L ovely A. Warren

The Highland Branch Library of the
Rochester Public Library has pro-
grams for young people, ages 6

months to 19 years for the rest of 2008.
The programs are all free and open to
the public, although registration is
required for some. For questions about
the programs call 428-8206.  All pro-
grams will be held at the Highland
Branch Library at 971 South Avenue.

Story Times:

The six week session will start on
October 28 and will run until December
4th.

Tuesdays at 10:00 am
TWO YEAR OLDS
This is a story time for toddlers and their
care givers.  Join us for movement activ-
ities, songs, short stories and rhymes.

Wednesdays at 2:00 pm
BABIES 6 MONTHS TO 23 MONTHS
This is a good introduction to nursery
rhymes, songs, music and short stories.

Thursdays at 10:00 am
THREE, FOUR AND FIVE YEAR OLDS
We’ll do longer stories, sing songs, learn
poems, do finger plays and rhymes.

Please register in person or by calling
428-8227.

Children's Book Discussions:

MAGIC TREE HOUSE BOOK CLUB

This club meets on two Wednesdays a
month.  We will discuss a Magic Tree
House book and do fun activities!  The

times, dates and titles for fall are as fol-
lows:

Wednesday, October 8th at 3:30 pm
GOOD MORNING, GORILLA, by Mary
Pope Osborne

Wednesday, October 22nd, at 3:30 pm
THE KNIGHT AT DAWN, by Mary Pope
Osborne

Wednesday, November 5th at 3:30 pm
REVOLUTIONARY WAR ON WEDNESDAY,
by Mary Pope Osborne

Wednesday, November 19th at 3:30 pm
THANKSGIVING ON THURSDAY, by Mary
Pope Osborne

"TWEENS" AND TEENS BOOK DISCUS-
SIONS

FOR “TWEENS” (kids grades 5TH -8TH)
Saturday, November 1st at 10:00 am
THE MISSING GIRL, by Norma Fox Mazer
Book discussion and snacks!  

FOR TEENS (9th grade and up)
Saturday, November 29th at 10:00 am
NEWES FROM THE DEAD, by Mary
Hooper
There will be food and fun!

Register at the front desk and check out
a copy of the book!
The Highland Branch Library is handi-
capped accessible.  Accommodations
may be provided for disabled program
participants and must be made at least
10 business days before the program. To
make a request please contact Deborah
Nevin, Program Coordinator, at 428-
8304.

YOUTH PROGRAMS AT THE
HIGHLAND BRANCH LIBRARY
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Mayor Robert J. Duffy today invited the
community to attend opening cere-
monies for the 2008 Rochester River
Romance Weekend, featuring the
romantic theme “Fall in Love on the
Banks of the Genesee,”  2 p.m., Fri., Oct.
10, in the Historic High Falls District. 

Opening events will feature guided tours
of “The Mills,” the city’s newest urban-
living apartments, a “Scholarships on
Tap”
fundraiser at Triphammer Grill from 6-10
p.m. (tickets: $30) and the popular free
event, “Renew Your Vows on the Banks
of the Genesee,” 7 p.m. on the Pont de
Rennes. 

“Rochester River Romance celebrates
our tremendous natural resources.
The Erie Canal, Genesee River Corridor
and Lake Ontario all greatly contribute to
our quality of life and the economic
vibrancy of the region,” said Mayor
Robert J. Duffy. “Their continued preser-
vation for future generations is a top pri-
ority. Celebrating the Riverway Corridor
each year is a great opportunity to high-
light and take advantage of our rich envi-
ronment.”

In addition to kicking-off a weekend of
activities celebrating the Genesee
Riverway Corridor, one of the region’s
most important natural resources, the
special opening occasion celebrates the
completion of the High Falls interpretive
walking tour.

The weekend of events, Oct. 10-12, is
expected to draw more than 20,000 vis-
itors to participate in nearly 50 different
activities along the 18-mile stretch of
the Corridor. For the second year, the
City will offer the “Passport to Romance”
coupon, good for discounts and specials
at participating merchants and available
at all River Romance activities and
online at www.cityofrochester.gov. 

Patrons may also pick up the “Passport
to Romance,” an activities guide, a list of
participating merchants and trail maps
at any of the following River Romance
locations:

·Genesee Valley Ice Arena, 131 Elmwood
Ave. (585-428-7889) ·Corn Hill Landing,
The Creamery, Exchange Blvd. 
·The Centers at High Falls, 60 Browns
Race (585-325-2030). 12 noon–6 pm,
Sat. and 1–5 pm;, Sun.; 1-5 pm, Fri.
·Genesee/Charlotte Lighthouse, Lake
Ave. & Latta Rd. (Behind Holy Cross
Church) 9 am–5 pm, Sat. & Sun.
·Port Terminal, Ontario Beach (11 am–4
pm, Sat. & Sun.)  

A full event listing is attached. All events
are free unless otherwise noted. For
more information, call 311 (outside the
city of Rochester, call 428-5990) or call
428-6755, Mon.-Fri.,9 a.m.–5 p.m. (or
the contact numbers as listed). Visit
www.cityofrochester.gov for a complete
schedule or to download your “Passport
to Romance.”  

Source: City of Rochester

MAYOR TO KICK OFF ROCHESTER
RIVER ROMANCE WEEKEND

Organizers of the 17th Annual Adoption
Resource Network at Hillside Children’s
Center conference are focusing this
year’s event on the changes that are
impacting how and why people adopt
children. 

Attendees at the November 8, 2008 con-
ference being held from 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. at the Bay Trail Middle School
in Penfield, NY, will be able to participate
in workshops that explore topics ranging
from single parent adoption and LGBT
adoption to how the Hague impacts
adoption and why connections matter in
the adoption process. 

“During the 17 years that we’ve been
holding this conference, there have been
so many changes that have impacted
how and why people adopt. Each year,
the conference has proven to be one of
the best ways for anyone interested in
adopting, anyone who is an adoptive par-

ent, and anyone who is an adoptee
themselves to learn about these
changes first-hand from others who
have experienced them,” said Lisa
Maynard, Adoption Resource Network at
Hillside Children’s Center executive
director.  

In addition to the slate of workshops, a
morning keynote address entitled “The
changing world of adoption: how far
have we come,” an afternoon keynote
addressing interracial adoption, and a
general session discussing the future of
adoption, the conference will provide
multiple opportunities for conference
attendees to interact with one another
and learn more about the various
aspects of adoption.

Registration for the conference is now
open and can be done online at
http://www.hillside.com/Services/Adopt
ion/conference.htm

Annual conf erence focuses on
changing w orld of adoption
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Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

*
House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

For more information, please contact Meredith Dalton 
Anthony L. Jordan Health Center, 82 Holland Street, Rochester, NY  14605

mdalton@jordanhealth.org  /  (585) 423-2861

On October 16 Geva Theatre Center
will join over 600 theatres nation-
wide for Theatre Communications

Group’s Free Night of Theater 2008 giv-
ing theatre-goers from coast to coast the
opportunity to attend live theatre.  For
one night and one night only, tickets to a
performance of ROOMS: a rock romance
in the Geva Nextstage will be offered
totally free of charge.

Although this is the first time that Geva
Theatre Center has participated in this
event, this is the fourth annual Free

Night of Theatre organized by Theatre
Communications Group.  Introduced as a
three-city pilot program in 2005, Free
Night of Theatre was designed to raise
general awareness of America’s not-for-
profit theatres and attract new and non-
traditional audiences. 

Free Night of Theatre audiences will
have a very rare opportunity indeed to
see a world premiere prior to its New
York run.  ROOMS: a rock romance is a
brand new musical appealing to a
diverse audience.  Geva has produced

the show with Washington D.C.’s
MetroStage and ROOMS: a rock
romance will go on to have a life Off-
Broadway immediately following its run
here on the Nextstage.

Tickets to Free Night of Theater will be
available from October 1, 2008. For tick-
ets and more information on the Free
Night Program along with a complete list-
ing of participating cities and theatres,
visit the national website:
www.freenightoftheater.net.

Free Night of Theatre at Ge va

Exodus To Jazz proudly presents Ulysses
Owens Jr.and The USO Project on Friday,
October 3, 2008 at The Clarion Riverside
Hotel.  Ulysses returns to the ETJ stage
as group leader following impressive
sideman performances in groups led by
Victor Goines (April '07), Mulgrew Miller
(Nov. '07), Helen Sung (March '08) and
Dr. Lonnie Smith (April '08).  In his ETJ
group leader debut, Ulysses presents a
vanguard combo that will compel you to
add several names to your "Future
Legends of Jazz" list.

Artist Highlights:

Ulysses Owens Jr. (drummer) is increas-
ingly in high demand to perform with
acclaimed artists due to his clear musi-
cal and lyrical approach on the drums.
Ulysses fully embraces the improvisa-
tional dimension of percussion and
effectively provides rhythmic "fire" with-
out overstepping his complementary
role. In addition to his previous ETJ
engagements and recent extensive tour-
ing with Kurt Elling, Ulysses performs
with many other acclaimed group lead-
ers including Mulgrew Miller, Wynton
Marsalis, Chick Corea, Kenny Barron and
Regina Carter.  
Sullivan Fortner (pianist) "has a McCoy
Tyner-like ability to fill the spaces behind
a horn player's solo and then step for-
ward with musical insights of his own."
His coloristic chords and melodic cre-
ativity contribute to the group's solid
rhythmic foundation.  Sullivan has per-
formed with outstanding musicians
including Clyde Kerr Jr., Kent Jordan,
Donald Harrison and Nicholas Payton. 
Tim Green (saxophonist), a 2007 gradu-
ate of USC's Thelonious Monk Institute
of Jazz (Masters Degree), submerges
himself in the study of jazz greats includ-
ing John Coltrane, Miles Davis and
Charlie Parker.  Exhibiting his own voice,

Tim has performed with jazz greats
including Herbie Hancock, Wayne
Shorter, Terrance Blanchard, Roy
Hargrove, Wayne Shorter, Kenny Burrell,
Gary Bartz, and Wynton Marsalis.

Alicia Olatuja, a mezzo-soprano with a
very smooth and textured voice, won the
National Association of Teachers of
Singing competition four consecutive
years (2000 through 2003); in the
spring of 2005 she made her Carnegie
Hall debut. While reminiscent of leg-
endary jazz vocalists, Alicia accents
lyrics and melody with a distinctly origi-
nal flare.

Ben Williams (bassist) returns to the ETJ
stage following his December 2007
accompaniment of vocalist Denise
Thimes.  Winner of the International
Society of Bassists (2005) jazz competi-
tion, Ben has firmly placed himself
among the best of the emerging bassists
of his generation.  He has performed
with Wynton Marsalis, Terence
Blanchard, Mulgrew Miller, Bobby
Watson, Cyrus Chestnut, Bobby Watson,
Winard Harper, Buster Williams and
Wycliffe Gordon.  

Show Details:
VENUE: THE CLARION RIVERSIDE
HOTEL

LOCATION:  120 MAIN STREET EAST,
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 14604

SHOW TIMES: 8:00 & 10:00 PM;
DOORS OPEN AT 7:00 PM

TICKET PRICES:RESERVED - $ 25;
GENERAL ADMISSION - $ 20

ADVANCE PURCHASE:
TICKETWEB.COM; E-MAIL ORDER TO
EXODUSTOJAZZ@AOL.COM

Lasers, mirrors, lenses, prisms—
hands-on fun with optics! The
Rochester Museum & Science

Center's newest exhibit, Light Here |
Light Now, explores the science, technol-
ogy, and engineering that have made
Rochester a global center for imaging
and optics research. Opening day is
Friday, October 10 for this new set of
interactive science experiences:

-- Bend brilliant green and red lasers
through an eerie mist using mirrors,
lenses, and prisms to learn about reflec-
tion, refraction, and diffraction.

-- Dance and move to mix a rainbow of
"Colored Shadows."

-- Play beautiful music on the "Laser
Harp" to discover a world of optical sen-
sors. Find out how lasers can be used to
detect motion as you wave your hands
along invisible strings to "play the harp."

-- Reflect shimmering green laser
beams between mirrors to create
shapes and patterns that appear within
a mysterious mist. The possibilities are
infinite!

-- Take a trip to "Light Island!"
Experiment with light and shadow as you
play with lenses, mirrors, and colored fil-
ters.

-- Today, Rochester is home to more
than 50 leading businesses and univer-
sity labs focused on optics and imaging.

Contact lenses, the latest pictures from
Mars, information streaming across the
Internet, even the digital camera in your
pocket—all are possible thanks to
Rochester-area scientists and engi-
neers.  Stories of Rochester contribu-
tions are woven throughout the new
exhibit.

Light Here | Light Now opens on October
10 as the first step in the development
over the next few years of a major new
exhibition at the Rochester Museum &
Science Center. Innovation Place will fea-
ture the past, present, and future of
innovation and invention in Rochester.
"These new experiences will provide fab-
ulous hands-on opportunities for imagi-
native discovery and experimentation
that leads to invention and innovation,"
says Kate Bennett, president of the
Rochester Museum & Science Center.
"Innovation Place will take our mission to
inspire tomorrow's leaders, inventors,
and entrepreneurs to a new level."

Rochester Museum & Science Center
(RMSC) receives major funding from
Monroe County. RMSC includes a plane-
tarium, nature center and
science/regional history museum. The
mission of the RMSC is to create inspir-
ing, entertaining, and educational expe-
riences engaging the community in the
exploration of science and technology,
the natural environment, and our
region’s cultural heritage. For more infor-
mation about RMSC, see
http://www.rmsc.org.

Explore Rochester Inno vation in
Optics at N ew Rochester Museum &
Science Center Exhibition

LOOKING FOR A
PHOTOGRAPHER?

CAPTURE THE
MOMENT!

CALL TEMPLE
BOGGS

313-1725
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As the deadlines for voter registra-
tion in each state draw near, BET
Networks is making an unprece-

dented, nationwide effort to encourage
its audience to "STAND UP, SIGN UP, BE
HEARD." On Saturday, September 27,
BET Networks will be hosting a powerful
and exciting voter registration day -- on
air, online and in communities across
the country -- from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
ET/PT* on BET aimed at getting people
registered to vote. The special will re-air
from 5:00-8:00 p.m. ET/PT on Saturday,
September 27 on BET.

During this historic, three-hour "STAND
UP, SIGN UP, BE HEARD: THE BET VOTER
REGISTRATION DAY" special, the BET stu-
dio in New York City will serve as the
headquarters for the event, featuring
host Queen Latifah (The Secret Life of
Bees), appearances by Jim Jones and
Mary Mary, and an in-studio audience of
100 unregistered voters.

In addition, BET will present live remote
coverage from voter registration rallies
taking place in cities in four (4) key bat-
tleground states:
Cleveland, Ohio; Detroit, Mich.; Norfolk,
Va.; and Philadelphia, Pa. At each rally,
thousands of people will gather to regis-
ter to vote, receive valuable voter regis-
tration information and hear about the
importance of voting from BET hosts and
news correspondents, as well as celebri-
ty guests.

"To support this historic presidential
election, we are making a major, dedi-
cated effort to mobilize the hugely signif-

icant voting bloc of unregistered African
Americans to sign up and get to the
polls," said Debra L. Lee, Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, BET Networks.
"The numbers don't lie -- African
American voters have the potential to
impact the outcomes of several states
on Election Day. With more than 8 mil-
lion African Americans not yet registered
to vote, BET Networks is seizing this
Saturday, September 27th as the
moment to encourage our audience to
embrace their civic duty and get on the
rolls, so that they're set to vote in
November and make a real difference in
this election."

"Through 'STAND UP, SIGN UP, BE
HEARD,' we're using the power of our
platforms to educate and inform our
viewers about why their votes count,"
said Scott Mills, President and Chief
Operating Officer, BET Networks. "We're
so excited to be partnering with the four
host cities this Saturday, and are thrilled
that Queen Latifah will be anchoring the
whole event for us from our studio in
New York. This is a critical moment in our
nation's history, and BET Networks is
proud to do our part in urging the African
American community to vote."

BET Networks has also partnered with
several local radio stations in each of the
four cities to spread the message about
Voter Registration Day and get people
out to the rallies and registered to vote.
Other partnerships include the NAACP,
Hip Hop Caucus and UNITY '08.

Source: PR Newswire

BET Networks Urges
Viewers to 'St and Up,
Sign Up, Be Heard'
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SEPTEMBER

26, 27 
Each weekend a group of volun-
teers from Rochester for Obama
travels to cities and towns in
Pennsylvania or Ohio to assist
these neighboring swing states with
“Get out the Vote” (GOTV) activities
– registering new voters, canvass-
ing neighborhoods, helping wherev-
er they’re needed. All this usually
happens quietly.

But on Saturday, September 27, the
small caravan leaving from the
LeRoy Thruway exit will go in new
style: these volunteers will be paint-
ing their vehicles right at the exit so
that they’ll not only help to GOTV in
Akron when they arrive, they’ll help
make people think about “Change
We Can Believe In” all the way there

We’ll be painting cars in the early
evening on Friday, September 26,
and then finishing our work at
7:15Aa.m.Saturday, September 27
– in keeping with our usual plan to
be on the road by 7:30 a.m.

Contact Kat Fisher at 269.8605 or
kbantigone@earthlink.net for more
information. 

26

FALL KICK OFF: Oral G. Roberts
Friday Night Youth Café 7-10 p.m.:
Food, games guest, poetry and rap,
drama and art. West Avenue United
Methodist Church, 56 Chili Avenue,
328-8745.

27
SWAN Communityband is accept-
ing registrations for new member-
ships 9:30 am to noon on Saturday,
September 27th at 275 Samuel
McCree Way. Participation in the
band is excellent cultural exposure
and musical training, especially for
young people. Membership in the
band is free. For more information,
please contact Hosea Taylor at 585-
464-8947.

28
Hochstein 
Spotlight on Faculty Community
Concert 2:00 p.m. Pittsford
Community Library. Glennda Dove
Pellito, flute and Grace Wong
Henshaw, harp. Music of Fauré,
Bach, Mozart, Damase, and others.
Free. Fisher Meeting Room, 24
State Street Pittsford, NY 14534.
(585) 249-5481 

30
Rochester Black Business
Association Luncheon and Trade
Show 3:00 - 8 p.m. Rochester
Business Alliance, 150 State Street.
Chance to network and enjoy great
food—No admission cost. More
information at
md@RochesterBlackBusiness.com

OCTOBER

6
Social Committee Card Party
Luncheon, Monday, October 6,
11:00 a.m. Midvale Country Club
Join Casa Italiana for an exquisite
lunch and an afternoon of fun at
Midvale Country Club, 2387 Baird
Road, Penfield. Even if you do not
play cards there will be door prizes
and raffles for everyone.
Reservations are required and the
cost is $25 per person. For reserva-
tions and more information contact
Arline Liberti at (585) 671-5713.

8
Successful Career Women Speak
Their Truth is the focus of an
October Distinguished Community
Leader’s Forum at St. John Fisher.
Lead speaker Marie Philippe
speaks on. Philippe is Corporate
Vice President for Diversity and
Inclusion with The Lifetime
Healthcare Companies Excellus
Blue Cross Blue Shield. The pro-
gram is slated for Wednesday noon
until 1:30 p.m. at Basil Hall
Gateway Mid-level. The program
sponsored by St. John Fisher
College’s Office of Multicultural
Affairs and Diversity.

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
* Skilled Machinist

* Skilled Sheetmet al 
Brake Operators

* Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

Earn your dreams...
ConServe has been recovering educa-
tional debt since 1985 and has imme-
diate openings for Debt Counselors. 

"ConServe has been my employer for
more than 5 years.  I began working
here part time while I was still in high
school.  When I started working for
ConServe there were 42 employees
and now we have over 300!  Due to

their lucrative bonus structure and my
dedication and commitment to my
career at ConServe, I was recently
able to purchase my first home."

~Jeff, Debt Counselor 

If you are looking for work/lif e balance,
great compensation, and the satisfac-
tion of being rewarded for hard work
send your resume by either email to

pkent@conserve-arm.com or by fax to
(585)598-6131.

ConServe is an Equal Opportunity Employer
(EOE) and a Drug Free Workplace.

CLASSIFIED CALENDAR 

Floral Boutique Florist
607 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in 
same location!

Favors for all occasions

OFFICE OF PARENT ENGAGEMENT 
OPEN HOUSE 
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Let’s celebrate the beginning of a 
new school year by:  

�  Introducing our department 
and services 

�  Building a mutual beneficial 
relationship with you 

�  Exploring how learning is a 
family affair 

�  Dining together as a family 
 

Featuring 
�  Superintendent Brizard 
�  Fun activities for kids 
�  Food & much, much 

more 

PLANNING A PARTY?

EVENTS UNLIMITED PARTY HOUSE
1142 E. Main Street   585-309-1 595

Holida y Parties
Meetings
Socials

Bir thda y Parties
Anniversaries
Church Events

AFFORDABLE SPACE
FOR RENT
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