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Warren Ballentine 
calling African Americans
to National Boycott 

A ttorney Warren Ballentine is
calling for all A frican
Americans to participate in a

national blackout on November
2nd to protest injustice against
blacks.

"A national blackout is neces-
sary for African Americans, and is
long over due." Says Ballentine,
adding, "Especially with all the
present injustices that are being
allowed and accepted in America
right now. From the situation with
Mychal Bell and the Jena 6,
Genarlow Wilson, Megan Williams,
and all of the nooses being hung all
of America lately. 

"Until we have federal legisla-
tion regarding hate crimes as
African Americans we need to
band together to show our eco -
nomic Power by refusing to spend
any money from fast food restau-
rants to gas.

Ballentine, host of the Warren
Ballentine show on XM satellite
radio, notes that African Americans
spend an estimated $715 billion per
year. "If we were to stop spending
for one day, that is $2 billlion dol-
lars that will not be in the system,"
he said. 
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Letters,
comments, etc...
The comments below were posted on our website. If you have a comment,
suggestion, or question about one of our stories, please visit our website,
click on the article and write your comment in the comment bo x or email
your comments to info@minorityr eporter.net
www .minorityr eporter .net

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Rochester Continuing a legacy of
A frican American publishers

Great article. Good luck with the new paper!
Jennifer Thomas

The late Hank Jackson published a magazine in Rochester. Former police
captain Charles Price has a copy of that earlier publication (1960's)
Moses Gilbert

An excellent article. Well balanced, indepth, and informative. It is r efreshing
to read an article that starts at the beginning giving proper credit to all no
matter how small the role they played in creating that history. Bravo!
Nana Ama Bortsewa

Joan and her father Howar d ROCK!
Henry E. Greene

Feds say city school district 
must find new busing plan

I agree that the CSD and RGRTA should partner with transportation for CSD
students. Their(RGRTA) drivers are better train and qualified to operate the
routes. Laidlaw needs to train their drivers much better than what is being
done now.I am a parent of students who are transported to and from school
with the CSD's transportation services. I can see the difference in the quality
of the drivers and Laidlaw lacks in many of the safe driving catergories. I feel
more comfortable when I see an RSRTA bus picking up my students than I
do with the L aidlaw drivers. This school year has been very frustrating for
me with L aidlaws services. One of my children has had six different pick-up
times this year that did not coincide with the schedule that was mailed to
me. No one at Laidlaw could tell me anyting they just kept passing the buck
to CSD and the main transportation office. I actually had to go to the office
and make phone calls to laidlaw and we were still not given correct info. It is
a big mess. I tried to advocate for other parents with the same issue and we
all received the same response. At least with RGRTS the routes are already
there and they know the importance of informing the public of a shedule
that must be adhered to. Please let RGRTS continue to do the great job that
they do with understanding and cosideration for the public to follow a cor -
rect schedule
Robin St. John

Cala should stay

WE should allow Dr.Cala to continue because,he would turn this district
around.He has done a good jod so far.
Mary Eason

My evening with James L awr ence

The event was awesome with a whole lot of powerful dialogue. It is nice to
have an intellectual and stimulating conversation at the same time. That is
the magic of the Baobab...
Moka - Founder of the Baobab

Letters....

My Questions 
for “the Cos”

My questions for Dr. Huxtable, as he
engages in his ego-maniacal "reign of
terror", completed in celebration of his
latest cure for 400 years worth of social
ills would be listed below.   Of course,
Bill would never have a conversation
with any scholar with the ability to rip
his ideas apart.  His only response (on
the Oprah Winfr ey Show, with no dis-
senters present) is "My critics are all
crazy".  Sounds like a doctor to
me....Here are my questions for "The
Cos"

Why does Bill Cosby only have the
courage to blame black people for
racial inequality? Why does a man
considered to be "America's dad", only
feel comfortable addressing the white
community when you ar e telling jokes
or dogging your own people? If Cosby
were to address white America and its
institutions as harshly as he addresses
blacks, how fast would he be UNIN-
VITED to Meet The Press? Why not
speak in a way that challenges both
individual behavior and institutional
infrastructure? Don't you think that if it
were that easy to create such a perfect
and wonderful life, people would
already be doing it?

One can't be sure who is worse: Bill
Cosby, who engages in the non-sensi-
cal and unproductive act of complain -
ing about black people in front of pre-
dominantly white audiences, or the sci-
entist James Watson, who said that he
can prove that black people are genet-
ically inferior to whites.  What is scary
is that Watson would listen to the
words of Cosby and agree with him
100%....did you notice that Bill O'Reilly
likes Bill Cosby too? 

Dr. Boyce Watkins

The opinions shared are not those of
Minority Reporter, its publisher or staff.

Join R ep. Slaughter
for T elephone
Townhall Meeting 

Congresswoman Louise M. Slaughter
invites her constituents to join her in a
telephone townhall meeting on
Monday, October 29th at 3 pm.
Anyone with a phone can join the dis -
cussion by dialing toll-free: 1-866-814-
1916. The Congresswoman will dis-
cuss her work in Congress, take ques-
tions, and address the concerns of
New York's 28th Congressional
District. 

Topics : Veterans, Housing, and
Children's Health Insurance

Please RSVP to
NY28info@mail.house.gov. 
For questions please call
202.225.3615.
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Cosby speaks
unapologetical ly
"Come on P eople: The P ath F r om Victims to Victors."

By Denise Josephs

Comedian, actor,
author, educator, Bill
Cosby recently

appeared on the Larry
King Show, along with Dr.
Alvin Pouissant, Harvard
Psychology Professor. They
are promoting the new
book, which they co -
authored, titled "Come on
People: The Path From
Victims to Victors." The
book tackles hot button
issues such as black-on-
black violence, the disintegration of the
black family, and the collapse of the
black community, and it focuses espe-
cially on the plight of the black male in
America. 

The book cites some rather shock-
ing statistics, including the fact that
homicide is now the leading cause of
death of black males ages 15 to 29, and
that those committing these homicides
are the same race and ages. Pouissant
noted that only thr ee decades ago homi-
cide was the second leading cause of
death. Other statistics include the fact
that the life expectancy for black males
in America is 69 years old, compared to
75 for white males. Black males make up
44 percent of the prison population
although they are only 12 percent of the
total population; and one-thir d of all
homeless are black men. 

Despite the statistics however, the
book offers hope. It contains stories of
people who have stood up, their accom -
plishments, and the things they had to
overcome. Pouissant says the message
he wants the book to convey is, "You just
can't wallow in being a victim, that you
have to keep your eyes open to the
choices and possibilities that you have."

Cosby appeared somewhat toned-
down fr om his usual brash, outspoken
style. Nevertheless, he remained
unapologetic about comments he made
and for which he has come under fir e.
He has been under attack for remarks he
made three years ago during a speech at
a celebration of the 50th anniversary of
Brown v. Board of Education, the land-
mark Supreme Court decision that
struck down school segregation. He
commented, "People marched and were
hit in the face with r ocks to get an edu-
cation, and now we've got these knuck-
leheads walking around… 

"The lower economic people ar e
not holding up their end in this deal.
These people are not parenting." He
added, "Brown versus the Board of
Education is no longer the white per -
son's problem. We have got to take the
neighborhood back… They're standing
on the corner and they can't speak
English. I can't even talk the way these
people talk: 'Why you ain't,' 'Where you
is' ... And I blamed the kid until I heard
the mother talk. And then I hear d the
father talk. ... Everybody knows it's
important to speak English except these
knuckleheads. ... You can't be a doctor
with that kind of crap coming out of
your mouth!"    

Black leaders and hip-
hop artists cried foul,
accusing Cosby of not only
airing dirty language, but
also of denying the effects
of racism and other socio-
logical factors, and of
blaming poor blacks; thus
further victimizing them. 

When asked by Larry
King how he felt about the
reaction of black leaders
and hip-hop artists to his
remarks, Cosby placed
much of the blame square-
ly on the shoulders of the

media, whom he says took portions of
his comments and blew it up. He says he
was talking to his own people and cer-
tain "white" publications took parts of
what he said and distorted it. He denies
he ever alleged that racism does not
exist; but he says, we never allowed
racism to prevent us from succeeding in
the past, and we should not use racism
as an excuse now. He said black people
have always succeeded against the odds
and went on to addr ess his critics, who
have accused him of airing the black
community's dirty laundry, by asking the
question, "Why do we want to k eep our
laundry dirty?" 

Some leaders in the black commu-
nity have come to Cosby's defense,
including Kweisi Mfume, former NA ACP
President, and black newspaper colum-
nist Clarence Page. Some say Cosby was
simply stating the facts. Some do not
necessarily agree with what he has said,
but believe he has earned the right to
say it. Many blacks view Cosby as a trail-
blazer who crossed the color lines in tel-
evision. He was one of the first African-
Americans to star in a TV series, "I Spy,"
receiving equal billing with his white co -
star, Robert Culp. "The Cosby Show,"
which began in 1984 and was televi-
sion's number one series for several
years, was one of the first shows to pres-
ent blacks, particularly the black family,
in a positive light.

He and Pouissant have been tour-
ing the country and hosting public "call-
out" forums where he is challenging
those who attend to better themselves,
and to stop operating from the position
of victimization. Their new book is a
result of these forums. They are encour-
aging black families to look to them-
selves first. 

Cosby says that black America has
to clean up its own house and that there
are things that we can do; for instance,
he urged unwed fathers to become
involved in the lives of their sons and
daughters. 

Though Dr. Pouissant acknowl-
edged the fact that many of our black
young men themselves grew up in
fatherless homes and don't know what a
father is supposed to do, he still hopes
the book will serve to inspire them to
believe that they can do something to
better themselves and their communi-
ties, and that they will get up and do 

My parents told me about Mr.
Common Sense early in my
life and told me I would do

well to call on him when making
decisions. It seems he was always
around in my early years but less and
less as time passed by. Today I read
his obituary. Please join me in a
moment of silence in remembrance.
For Common Sense has served us all
so well for so many generations. 

Obituary - Common Sense 
Today we mourn the passing of a

beloved old friend, Common Sense,
who has been with us for many
years.  

No one knows for sure how old
he was since his birth records were
long ago lost in bureaucratic red
tape. 

He will be remembered as having
cultivated such valuable lessons as
knowing when to come in out of the
rain, why the early bir d gets the
worm, why life isn't always fair, and
how, on occasion, maybe it was my
fault. 

Common Sense lived by simple,
sound financial policies, don't spend
more than you earn and reliable par-
enting strategies (adults, not children
are in charge). 

His health began to deteriorate
rapidly when well-intentioned but
overbearing regulations were set in
place.  

Reports of a six-year-old boy
charged with sexual harassment for
kissing a classmate; teens suspended
from school for using mouthwash

after lunch; and a teacher fired for
reprimanding an unruly student, only
worsened his condition. 

Common Sense lost ground when
parents attacked teachers for doing
the job they themselves failed to do
in disciplining their unruly childr en.

It declined even further when
schools were required to get parental
consent to administer aspirin, sun
lotion or a sticky plaster to a student;
but could not inform the par ents
when a student became pregnant
and wanted to have an abortion. 

Common Sense lost the will to
live as the Ten Commandments
became contraband; chur ches
became businesses; and criminals
received better treatment than their
victims. 

Common Sense took a beating
when you couldn't defend yourself
from a burglar in your own home
and the burglar can sue you for
assault. 

Common Sense finally gave up
the will to live, after a woman failed
to realize that a steaming cup of cof-
fee was hot. She spilled a little in her
lap, and was promptly awarded a
huge settlement. 

Common Sense was preceded in
death by his parents, Truth and Trust;
his wife, Discretion; his daughter,
Responsibility; and his son, Reason.  

He is survived by three stepbroth-
ers; I Know my Rights, Someone Else
is to Blame, and I'm a Victim. 

Not many attended his funeral
because so few realized he was gone.

Obituary - Common Sense
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STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
Skilled Machinist

Skilled Sheetmet al Brake Operators
Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik e 585.802.6002
Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr others@hotmail.com

As promised, and in answer to
those who ask me who they
should vote for, here are my

personal choices in the upcoming
election. Now, don't get it twisted, this
is Gloria talking, the political animal,
not the Minority Reporter. These are
MY endorsements, MY personal
choices. Just make sure you VOTE!!!
(Fannie Lou Hamer is watching.)

Malik Evans:  Malik is an incum-
bent who has worked diligently on
behalf of his constituents. He is young
and has a lot more to learn to avoid
the pitfalls his detractors would love
to see him break his neck in. His sin-
cerity and honesty is a plus, and will
not allow me to count him out. He
has a future. He should be the School
Board's choice for President in spite of
the current jockeying that is taking
place. I think as a banker his hands
are tied at times, but I don't fault him
for not taking risks that would cost
him his ability to survive. Only fools
do that.  

I also have the greatest respect for
Malik's parents. Back in the day, I
walked side by side and hand in hand
with his father and Campaign
Manager, Lawrence Evans. The spe-
cific day I refer to is when we had an
active Black Leadership Roundtable
and Black Political Caucus locally. I
am confident that philosophically ,
chips don't fall far from the tree.
Malik's upbringing was laden with
wisdom and a sense of history and
culture. Regardless of what others
may assume, his Afrocentric perspec-
tive on what is needed for our chil -
dren, is present at all times. I know
from personal experience that when
others don't know you, or r espect
who you are or where you come
from, they are quick to try to slice and
dice you. Malik wears his wounds
well. He has already experienced the
scars one receives on the battlefield,
especially when you are trying to do
the right thing. My VOTE will go to
Malik.

Melisza Campos:  No question in
my mind that she brings with her a
fresh set of ideas. She also knows how
to listen. She too, has lots of insight
into the end result of the problems
caused by the game playing that has
taken place far too long on the School
Board. She will make a difference.
She is not afraid to work, and her
community-minded support system,
beginning with her involved Mother ,
and clearly intelligent husband, is a
plus. Running citywide, as she well
knows, encompasses all cultures.
However, she should never apologize
if her focus is on the brown childr en
falling head first through our system. I
hope the negatives in the system she
is about to be baptized into, does not

rob her of her genuine concern and
warmth for her community . There will
be enough self-centered agendas at
that table with her, so my only con-
cern is that they may rob her of her
enthusiasm. My VOTE will go to
Melisza.

Allen Williams: Hopefully we ar e
all aware of the indictments filed that
are associated with mishandled
monies within the District. I will not
waste my space enlightening those
who don't know . I will suggest, if inter-
ested, that you conduct some
research on your own and become
familiar with the policies put in place
that contributed to the lucrative con -
tracts some benefited from. Some tak-
ing of money, running, and delivering
absolutely no services for that money.
Hopefully those who participated will
all go directly to jail. It is public
record. Allen's background will help
bring some oversight and monitoring
of those abuses that occur, and in
some instances may still exist. His
background in finance is strong and
noteworthy. He and his family, I am
confident, could live in middle subur -
bia if they chose to. I admire the deci-
sion they made long ago to stay in the
City and fight. His wife, Theresa
Johnson, is a City Court Judge, who is
a quiet storm and has mentored
many young folks. Their children are
both students in the City School
District. Allen's vested interest, com-
mitment to his community , and back-
ground, are nothing short of why he is
my choice to fill one of those vacan-
cies. My Vote will go to Allen.

I would be r emiss if I did not men-
tion why I support the fact that Willa
Powell did not get, nor does she
deserve, the Gannett endorsement.
She had my support until she took the
time to break ranks with those who
worked and supported her. But, being
the certified maverick I am, her
actions alone, in support of Lovely's
opponent, made it impossible for me
to pull that lever for her . Sorry, but I
too broke ranks. I confessed in cyber-
space and might as well 'fess up here
also. I voted for Howard Eagle
(whose politics and rhetoric I have
problems with) but was truly hoping
he'd kicked her butt. If I wer e younger
I would have taken the time to organ-
ize a write-in campaign for him. Willa,
of all people, deserves to lose. At least
Howard has proven to me he clearly
cares about the children. The games
people play need to be addressed
consistently and constantly if we ever
hope to turn this madness in the City
School District around. Howar d
Eagle my choice over Willa Powell. I
will write in his name.

Everyday I feel as though something will get
scary but not this year.  This Halloween, like
every Halloween, I will pass out candy with

my Dad.  My Dad won't lik e me to go trick-or -
treating because he says he does not trust the
world."
I love HALLOWEEN!!

Brianna is a 4th grade student at Francis Parker
#23 School MAP pr ogram.

By Brianna N. Taggart

“My Halloween”

“Champions ar en't made in gyms. Champions
ar e made fr om something they have deep
inside them-a desir e, a dr eam, a vision. They
have to have last-minute stamina, they have to
be a little faster , they have to have the skill
and the will. But the will must be str onger
than the skill.”

Muhammad Ali
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Conflict is a fact of every-
day life. Conflict is not
necessarily bad; it just is.

As long as you have two or
more individuals around each
other for any significant
amount of time, ther e will be
conflict. It does not have to be

huge; but a conflict nonethe -
less. 

There is something
unhealthy in a relationship
where there is absolutely no
conflict, for we ar e all different.
We don't all see things the
same way. We attach different
meanings and significance to
the same events. On the other
hand, we should pursue peace;
for, there is something equally
unhealthy about persons who
are constantly in conflict. 

If conflict cannot be avoid -
ed, how can we make it work
for us? What can conflict
accomplish?

Conflict gives us an oppor-
tunity to learn about each
other and to experience even
richer relationships. In working
through the conflict we often
learn why the other person did
or said what they did, and their
underlying beliefs, without
being judgmental. This usually
calls for confrontation. The

word "confrontation" itself has
become filled with all kinds of
negative connotations. But, it
can be as simple as just asking
in a gentle, respectful tone,
"What do you mean by that?"
You communicate, not that
you are judging the other per -
son, but that you are seeking to
understand. 

When we are confronted
we learn about ourselves and
can then change destructive
patterns. We discover how we
may be hurting others and
make the needed changes in
order to preserve our relation-
ships. 

We have to be caring
enough to confront. But, just a
word of caution: Confrontation

is not an attempt to change the
other person. In reality, we
have to accept the fact that
people may never change and,
ultimately, the only behavior
you can change is your own. 

Sadly, most of us choose
not to confr ont. We choose
rather to overlook our differ -
ences for the sake of the rela-
tionship. But, what often hap-
pens is that things build up,
and they keep building until all
of a sudden the relationship
just ends and we wonder why. 

When conflict happens,
make it work for you.
Remember, conflict is not nec-
essarily a bad thing; it just is.

Read and R eap!
Seeing Conflict in a P ositive Light 
By Denise Josephs

Post your events to our 

“Events Calendar ”
on our website

and reach more than 
5,000 visitors per week

(Just go to our website and click on Events)

www .minorityreporter .net

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

By Sara P. Wagner

To commemorate the 40th anniversary of The Mule Train, award- winning
photographer Roland L. Freeman delivered a multimedia pr esentation
titled, "Photographs and Reminiscences" on Monday, October 22,  in the

Alice Austin Theater in Brodie Hall. His two exhibits- "The Mule Train: A Journey
of Hope Remembered," and "Some Things of Value," will be on display from Oct.
22- Nov. 17 at the Lederer Gallery in Brodie Hall and the McClellan House,
respectively.

Following his presentation, there was an opening reception in the Lockhart
Gallery in the McClellan House. Gallery director, Cynthia Hawkins hopes people
understand the significance of this exhibit. "It reminds us of the struggles that the
poor in America wer e faced with, and in large part continue to face, and of the
efforts made… to make America aware of the plight of its poor, both Black and
White," says Hawkins. 

"The Mule Train: A Journey of Hope Remembered" exhibit will be located at
the Lederer Gallery in Brodie Hall. This exhibit will be open Monday-Wednesday
& Sunday from noon - 4 p.m. and Thursday-Saturday from 5-8 p.m.  Freeman's
"Some Things of Value" exhibit will be on display at the Lockhart Gallery in the
McClellan House. This exhibit will be open Monday-Wednesday, Friday &
Saturday from noon - 4 p.m.; Thursday from noon - 8 p.m. and closed Sundays.

Freeman, a longtime Washington photographer who specializes in docu-
menting the folklor e of black America, is the founder and president of The Group
for Cultural Documentation. He was r ecently named a 2007 National Heritage
Fellow by the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). F reeman has also been
chosen for the 2007 Bess Lomax Hawes Award, which is the highest honor
awarded as part of the NEA National Heritage Fellowship.

The Mule Train was a protest regarding poverty in the United States. Dr.
Martin Luther King cr eated the Poor Peoples Campaign, but was assassinated
during its planning stages. The Southern Christian Leadership Conference
picked up where he left off. The Poor Peoples Committee, approximately one
hundred people, began lobbying and implementation efforts. On April 29, 1968
campaign leaders were dispersed around the country for formal start -ups of the
various caravans that would be coming to Washington from the West, South and
the North.  On May 13, 1968 the Mule Train leaves Marks, Mississippi for
Washington, D.C. with 15 to 20 mule drawn wagons and 115 people.  By the
time they arrive in Washington and set-up a temporary city on the Washington
Mall called Resurrection City, the Mule Train participants would number 7,000.
The Mule Train exhibit by Roland L. Freeman celebrates the 40th anniversary of
this journey and the Poor Peoples campaign. Freeman reveals this event in
American history thr ough his incredible photographs, revealing many previous-
ly untold stories.

Freeman, a native of Baltimore, Maryland, began his career as a freelance
photographer in the 1960's, photographing the Civil Rights Movement.
Assignments since then have emphasized photojournalism, commercial work,
and photo -documentation. For more information, view F reeman's biography at
http://www.nea.gov/honors/heritage/fellows/fellow.php?id=2007_04. He was the
first photographer to be awarded a Young Humanist Fellowship by the National
Endowment for the Humanities (1970), has received two Masters of
Photography Visual Arts Fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts
(1982, 1991), the Living Legend Award for Distinguished Achievement in
Photography from the National Black Arts Festival (1994), and an Honorary
Doctorate in Humane L etters from Millsaps College (1997). Freeman is an
accomplished author who had composed many books, each of which has been
accompanied by a national/international touring e xhibit.

The Freeman exhibits are made possible through the generosity of John M.
Lockhart II, Susan Lockhart, and the President's Office.

SUNY Geneseo to display
Mule T rain Exhibit
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face to the name
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T. ANDREW BROWN

T. ANDREW BROWN is a 1984
graduate of the University of
Michigan Law School and a

1981 graduate of Syracuse University.
He is the Managing Partner of Brown
& Hutchinson.  Mr . Brown has prac-
ticed throughout the state of New
York in the area of civil litigation and
employment law, and has provided
general business counsel to individu-
als and businesses of all sizes.  He
began practicing law in 1984 with the
New York City offices of Nixon,
Hargrave, Devans & Doyle (now
Nixon Peabody) and later relocated
to Rochester with the firm.  

Prior to launching Br own &
Hutchinson in 1994, he also served as

Deputy County Attorney for Monr oe County gaining invaluable civil litigation
experience, while serving as an advisor to the County Executive and other
senior County officials.  Mr. Brown has represented clients at all phases of trial
and appellate practice before state and federal courts, as well as before
numerous administrative tribunals.  His clients have included many Fortune
500 companies, small businesses, hospitals, colleges and universities, public
utility companies, municipalities and not-for -profit organizations.  

Mr. Brown has also been a mediator and an arbitrator on the commer cial,
international and employment panels of the American Arbitration
Association since 1996.  He is also former General Counsel of the National
Bar Association, the largest association of attorneys and judges of color in the
world. He is a past President of the Rochester Black Bar Association.  He is
currently President Elect of the Monroe County Bar Association.

Mr. Brown brings a broad and diversified background to the practice of law,
including adjunct teaching positions with the State University of New York
and past service on many boards and commissions.  He has received numer-
ous awards for his business and civic achievements.  He has been a frequent
presenter at seminars and conferences on legal matters, and has written and
published many articles.  He has also held prominent leadership positions
with national, state and local bar associations.

ROBERTS COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL

Offering Lessons in Voice, Piano, Strings, Guitar, 
and All Instruments

Music Together® Classes - birth to 5
Instrumental Jazz Lessons
Robert Pace Piano Lessons

2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997
www.roberts.edu

Music Lessons 
for the Whole Family!

For more information contact
Deborah M. Brown

585.594.6101 or rcms@roberts.edu
Visit our website at www.roberts.edu/rcms
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The Rochester Board of Education
Superintendent Candidate
Forums will be held at East High

School on October 29, 30, 31 and Nov.
1. The events will begin at 6 p.m. The
forums will be broadcast on RCTV
Channel 15 and moderated by WXXI
New Dir ector Peter Iglinski. Childcare
will be available by pre-registration and
refreshments will be served at an infor-
mal reception following the forums.
Viewers will be able to telephone with
questions for the candidates by calling
324-3636. Residents may also email
questions to
Board.Of.Education@r csdk12.org
prior to the forums.

“I believe we have developed an
inclusive process that will provide
everyone with the opportunity to learn
about our finalists,” said Board Vice
President Malik Evans. 

“We will re-interview the finalists
following the forums, which will allow
us the opportunity to see the candi-
dates interact formally and informally
with the community . We are confident
these events will be informative for all,”
he said.

Schedule
Monday, October 29:
Jean-Claude Brizard

Tuesday, October 30:
Tim Mains

Wednesday, October 31:
Carlinda Purcell

Thursday, November 1:
Ingrid Carney

Candidate Backgr ounds

Brizard is the Senior Executive for
Policy and Sustainability with the New
York City school system. In NYC, he has
also been a Regional Superintendent in
charge of 100 K-12 schools with
100,000 students. During his career in
the New York City Public Schools, he
was also executive director for second-
ary schools, a local instructional super-
intendent, a principal, and a physics
teacher.

Mains is Principal of School 50 in the
Rochester City School District. He was
also the Teacher Center/Staff
Development Dir ector in the Greece
Central School District; a school coun-
selor in Greece, and a social studies
teacher in Greece. He was a Rochester
City Council member from 1986-2005.

Purcell was most recently the
Superintendent of Montgomery Public
Schools in Alabama, a district with 58
schools and 33,000 students. She has
also been Associate Superintendent in
the Cumberland County Schools in
North Carolina; Superintendent of
Warren County Schools in North
Carolina; Division Dir ector of
Instructional Support Services in the
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County
Schools in North Carolina; and has
held various positions in other North
Carolina, Virginia, and North Chicago
public schools.

Carney is the Deputy Superintendent
for Clusters and School Leaders in the
Boston Public Schools. As Deputy
Superintendent, she is in charge of 45
schools with 17,300 students. She has
also been an administrator with the
Chicago Public Schools; the Anderson
Community School Corporation in
Anderson, Indiana; and a teacher in
Wichita Public Schools in Kansas.

Public F orums for
Superintendent candidates
set for end of October

Ministering to the whole man
Spirit - Soul - Body

In Christ
Ne w Hope Ministry

155 Pinnacle R oad :: Henrietta, NY 14534

Sunday Services
8:00am and 11:00am

Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00pm - 8:30pm

585-334-8730
www .icnhm.or g

- Equipping Believers
- Changing Lives
- Building F amilies 

Through Faith in the W ord of God



HEAL TH W ATCH

Safety Tip
Put your car keys beside your bed at night. If you hear a noise outside your home or someone try-
ing to get in your house, just press the panic button for your car. The alarm will be set off, and the
horn will continue to sound until either you turn it off or the car battery dies. Ne xt time you come
home for the night and you start to put your k eys away, think of this: It's a security alarm system that
you probably already have and requires no installation. Test it. It will go off from most everywhere
inside your house and will keep honking until your battery runs down or until you r eset it with the
button on the key chain fob. It works if you park in your driveway or garage. If your car alarm goes
off when someone is trying to break in your house, odds are the burglar or rapist won't stick
around... after a few seconds all the neighbors will be looking out their windows to see who's out
there and sure enough the criminal won't want that. And r emember to carry your keys while walk-
ing to your car in a parking lot. The alarm can work the same way ther e... This is something that
should really be shared with everyone. Maybe it could save a life or prevent a sexual abuse crime.

By Marie Love Darbouze 

Astudy published in
the Journal of
R h e u m a t o l o g y,

April 2005, reveals that
African Americans suffer-
ing of rheumatoid arthritis
report mor e severe dis-
ease and more disability
than whites.

African-Americans and
Caucasians did not differ
however with r espect to
age, sex, disease duration,
rheumatoid factor positivi -
ty, and medication compli -
ance. 

The pilot study shows
that African -Americans
had higher scores than
Caucasians for HAQ
(Health Assessment
Questionnaire) and DAS
(Disease Activity Score) in
this sample of patients
analyzed from an academ-
ic medical center practice
(Washington University
School of Medicine in St.
Louis, MO). 

The average Health

Assessment Questionnaire
score for the African
Americans was 1.5, com-
pared to 0.9 for the
Caucasians. Mean Disease
Activity Scores were 5.5
for blacks and 4.3 for
whites. And pain percep-
tion scores and number of
tender joints were nearly
double for blacks com-
pared with whites. 

"Clinicians have to rec-
ognize that the severity of
disease with rheumatoid
arthritis in our cultur e in
2005 tends to be worse in
African Americans. First of
all we need to recognize
that, and second we need
to think about what we
can do to impr ove that,"
Dr. Richard Brasington of
the Washington University
School of Medicine in St.
Louis, the study's lead
author, told Reuters
Health.

Source: Journal of
Rheumatology

Arthritis Symptoms
Worse in A frican
Americans
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For info , visit our website
www .iabfl.com/pages/h2you

The HIV  infection rate has doubled among
blacks in the United States over a decade
while holding steady among whites — stark

evidence of a widening racial gap in the epidem -
ic, government scientists said Friday.

Other troubling statistics indicate that almost
half of all infected people in the United States
who should be receiving HIV drugs are not get-
ting them.  

The findings were released in Boston at the
12th Annual Retrovirus Conference, the world's
chief scientific gathering on the disease.  

"It's incredibly disappointing," said Terje
Anderson, director of the National Association of
People With AIDS . "We just have a burgeoning
epidemic in the A frican American community
that is not being dealt with effectively."

Researchers and AIDS prevention advocates
attributed the high rate among blacks to such
factors as drug addiction, poverty and poor
access to health care.

The HIV rates were derived from the widely
used National Health and Nutrition
Examinations Surveys, which analyze a represen-
tative sample of U.S. households and contain the
most complete HIV data in the country . 

The surveys look only at young and middle-
aged adults who live in households, excluding
such groups as soldiers, prisoners and homeless.
Thus, health officials believe the numbers proba-
bly underestimate true HIV rates in this country.

Still, they show a striking rise in the preva-
lence of the AIDS virus from 1 percent to 2 per-
cent of blacks. White rates held steady at 0.2 per-
cent. Largely because of the increase among
blacks, the overall U.S. rate rose slightly from 0.3
percent to 0.4 percent.  

Smaller studies had shown rising infection
rates among blacks in recent years, but this study
takes a longer and more complete look at
changes in the general population.  

"I think it's very concerning," said Dr. Susan
Buchbinder, who leads HIV research for the city
of San Francisco. "I think what we need to look
at is how we can reduce those rates and get
more people into treatment."

She recommended a stronger focus on treat-
ing drug addiction.

The lead CDC researcher, Geraldine
McQuillan, said she was encouraged to see the
HIV rate among younger blacks holding steady
at just under 1.5 percent.

"It tells me we're making some headway,"
she said.  

Other national data and published r eports
studied by the CDC showed that 480,000 HIV-
infected people ages 15 to 49 should have been
getting antiviral drugs in 2003, yet only 268,000,
or 56 percent, were given such medication.

Researcher Eyasu Teshale of the CDC said
the gap represents "a substantial unmet health
care need."  

Treatment is widely viewed as a central com-
ponent in pr evention. Powerful AIDS drugs that
came into wide use in the mid-1990s can knock
down levels of the virus in the body, reducing the
chances that the patient will infect others.

Nearly 1 million people in the United States
have contracted the AIDS virus since the out-
break began in the early 1980s. About 40,000
people test positive each year, and more than
18,000 die. However, U.S. infections have
remained fairly level in recent years with the use
of powerful HIV drugs. 

HIV Infection Rate Among Blacks Doubles

Asnapshot of an average day in the lives of
U.S. teens shows hundreds of thousands
are smoking, drinking and ingesting illegal

drugs, according to a report from the federal gov-
ernment.

On an average day, nearly 1.2 million
teenagers smoked cigarettes, 631,000 drank and
586,000 used marijuana, the Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administration
found.

Nearly 50,000 used inhalants, 27,000 used
hallucinogens, 13,000 used cocaine and 3,800
used heroin, SAMHSA said in its report.

"In the United States in 2006, one third of ado-
lescents aged 12 to 17 drank alcohol in the past
year, one fifth used an illicit drug and one sixth
smoked," the report reads.

The report is based on a number of surveys,

but mostly the National Survey on Drug Use,
which uses in-depth interviews of mor e than
60,000 people.

It found that the per centage of adolescents
using alcohol and drugs declined between 2002
and 2006.

"While other studies have shown that signifi-
cant progress has been made in lowering the lev-
els of substance abuse among young people in
the last few years, this report shows many young
people are still engaging in risky behavior,"
SAMHSA Administrator Terry Cline said in a
statement.

"By breaking the data down and analyzing it
on a day-to-day basis, we gain a fresh perspective
on how deeply substance abuse pervades the
lives of many young people and their families," he
added.

A day in the life of U .S. teens: thousands do drugs
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For daily-updated community news and

events, visit our website at

www .minor i ty repor te r .ne t

Answer to last 
week’s puzzle 

(10/20/07)

AD VER TISE Y OUR BUSINESS OR
NEXT EVENT IN

Minor ity R epor t er

1-888-792-9303

commentary , part 1

By Larry Hale

H ip Hop cultur e is again being
attacked by the major news
outlets, which of late began

with Don Imus, when his virulent
racism was spotlighted after his hate-
ful remarks against a college basket-
ball team made up mostly of Black
women. However , some capitalist
news outlets appear to have
embraced Hip Hop in r evolutionary
Cuba. 

It's not that this should be a con-
fusing turn, not for those who've
been in solidarity with the Cuban
revolution. Nor should it be for peo -
ple struggling against racism and
oppression in the U.S.

When FIST, a revolutionary
youth group, visited Cuba this July,
the youth had an opportunity to
meet with the head of the Cuban
Rap Agency and several Cuban rap
artists. The artists explained what the
music means to them, how they first
came in contact with Hip Hop cul -
ture, and how it is viewed by the rev-
olution.

A New York Times article written
last December entitled, "Cuba's Rap
Vanguard Reaches Beyond the Party
Line," attempts to assert that youth in
Cuba are at odds with the revolu-
tionary leadership and that these
tensions are evident in the burgeon-
ing Hip Hop cultur e there.

The writer claims that "many" of
the five million people under the age
of 30 question the system. It is not to
suggest that Cubans are not critical.
Perhaps the greatest criticism comes
from Fidel, but criticism itself is not a
bad thing. In an ever changing world
there are always new questions and
problems and healthy criticisms are
part of deepening socialism, espe-
cially with the contradictions of a
global capitalist market.

While many of the emerging
leaders on the island were not alive
during the r evolutionary armed
struggle, they came of age during
one of the most difficult and chal -
lenging periods of the Cuban revolu-
tion. That period is known on the
island as the Special Period, and the
Cuban economy is just recovering
from the effects.

With the collapse of the Soviet
Union, Cuba lost its largest trading
partner. Eighty percent of Cuban

trade was with the Soviet Union and
the socialist camp in Eastern Europe.

While perhaps some can look at
the counterrevolutionary r eforms of
Perestroika under Gorbachev as a
warning sign, it was not expected
that trade would stop immediately ,
but it did.

The U.S. and many in the imperi-
alist West expected that the Cuban
revolution would fail, but history and
the resolve of the Cuban people
were the best weapons to ensure
that this did not happen.

The Cuban people experienced a
significant reduction in caloric
intake. Food had to be rationed.
Temporary market reforms were put
in place. Cuba promoted tourism on
the island as its primary way of secur-
ing hard currency with which to
trade on the international mark et.

Only a person who lived thr ough
it can truly attest to the difficulties,
but regardless of the hardship, not
one hospital or school closed. But
neither did antagonism from the U.S.
government cease.

It was during this period that
Cubans began to really get exposed
to Hip Hop cultur e. While rap music
started being broadcast from
Southern Florida in the late 1980s, it
was in the 1990s-during the Special
Period-when this cultur e and music
began to take hold with youth on the
island.

If one were to listen to this music
from the late 1980s and early 1990s,
known as the "Golden Age of Hip
Hop," what is clear is that the music
was the pulse of oppressed Black and
Latino youth, that the rhythms and
the lyrics expressed the frustration
and anger of youth living under the
reactionary Reagan regime.

If the musical explosion that
emanated from the South Bronx in
the late 1970s was a manifestation of
"a dream deferred," then the evolu-
tion of the music to what it became
in the late 1980s and early 1990s can
best be described as the chain reac-
tion in urban centers across the U.S.

Though Cuban youth may not
have fully understood each and
every word, the angry sentiment
towards oppression is easily translat-
ed.

The collapse of the Soviet Union
was felt hardest by underdeveloped
nations. The Soviet Union, even with
its many internal contradictions, was
the buffer that held U.S. imperialism
at bay and was supportive of libera-
tion movements around the world.

The fact that Cuba was undergo-
ing such a crisis as the Special
Period, and that Hip Hop cultur e,
rap music and its energy and break
dancing, caught on during this time
symbolizes the difficulty of the times
and the draw of the cultur e.

Hip Hop and the 
Cuban R evolution
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By Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Thanks to some fancy footwork,
emails and telephone calls, I man-
aged to secure an exclusive inter-
view with L enny Williams before he
gets here Wednesday night for
Je’Caryous Johnson’s Shackin’ up!.
That's right, just me and him on the
phone like Tyrone. Eat your heart
out. And no, I did not r equest that
he sing for me because I had him
playing in the background to further
set the tone for the questions I had
in mind for him.  

We started off the interview dis-
cussing how long he had been act-
ing. Being a major fan of his ability
to do a note justice, I was mildly sur-
prised to find out he was in the play
"Shacking Up." The extent of
Lenny's acting career, prior to
receiving a call from David Talbot 7
years ago, was in Junior High
School. Talbot helped him discover
his additional talent, and was his
mentor and teacher. He has since
taken on roles as the opportunities
present themselves.  

When asked what he thinks of
today's music Lenny replied, "I like
today's music. At the BMI Awards
show I attended recently, I was
impressed by the many young, tal-
ented artists represented. I especial-
ly like positive artists like Kanye
West and Common. Even though
some lyrical content is questionable,
they write about what they see." 

When asked how he happened
to have recorded with Snoop Dogg,
he responded, "It all came about
because his mother and I are great
friends. At the time we recorded, I
happened to be in Los Angeles.
Snoop sent a car for me and we
wound up writing a song together .
We also became great friends as a
result."  

It is common knowledge that
many people feel today's music is
thought to have a major impact on
some young people's choices. So I
asked Lenny to share his thoughts
on the subject. "Of course it does."
he said. "It is not a new phenome-
non. But it is not Rap music alone

that is having an impact. Movies
and TV have an impact also. 

"When we wer e growing up we
had to look hard and long to see
someone who looked like us on TV.
Now with BET and MTV; movies
like "Scarface" and others projecting
violence and promiscuous behav-
ior, young folks see life imitating art."

The advice Lenny Williams
would offer to young people pursu -
ing a music or any other career is,
"Try to perfect your craft, be it music
or engineering. Have a good per-
sonality. You never know who can
help you. The Receptionist you
meet one day could become
General Manager the next."

Advice the loving father of four
daughters and two sons no doubt
shared with his childr en. All of them
are grown and successful. His sons
are Ministers who sing in their
church. One daughter work ed with
Tupac Shakur, an artist whose work
Lenny also has great respect for. 

It has been a few years since
Lenny Williams graced Rochester
with his presence. The last time he
was here it was snowing. I warned
him that Rochester weather is prone
to change any second and to make
sure he came dressed for the occa-
sion. However, even if it is cold
Wednesday night, I am confidant
the response from the audience
when he sings "Cause I Love You,"
will surely heat things up. 

By Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

The Baobab Cultural
Center recently host-
ed "An Evening with

James F. Lawrence." James
F. Lawrence, for those
whose heads are in the
sand, is the D&C Editor
who has oversight for the
Editorial and Speaking Out
pages. He has been with
the D&C for 15 years. He is
also the founder of the con-
troversial "Unplug Gangster
Rap Project."  

The evening began with
a warm welcome by Moka
Lantum, MD, PhD,
Founder and Chair of the
Baobab Cultural Center.
The first guest introduced
was Atlas, aka Erin
Thompson, who delighted
the culturally diverse audi-
ence, by performing two of
his original poetic stylings,
commonly r eferred to as
Rap. The artist also
arranged the beats that
provided the background
music.

Immediately following
Erin Thompson was the
introduction of James
Lawrence. His discussion
focused on how he feels
Gangster Rap has influ-
enced the self-actualiza-
tion, and scholarship, of
today's youth. He stressed
the importance of under -
standing that the "Unplug
Gangster Rap Project" was
targeted at Gangster
Rappers like 50 Cents,
DMX, and others who feel
the need to promote vio -
lence, 4-letter words, and
the degradation of women,
especially black women. 

Mr. Lawrence told us
that his Project, which had
sent a call out to the public
seeking support, yielded
6,000 coupons from read-
ers. The coupons were
then mailed to the FCC,
recording executives, the
heads of BET and MTV, the
President of the United
States, and others. To date
few have responded. 

Mr. Lawrence said that
letters of support, and edi-
torials were also sent to big
city Mayors, particularly
those who lead in cities
where the population is
predominately black, such
as Detroit, Newark, and
others. All declined to par -
ticipate. 

It was noted that the
amount of money being
made, and the number of
record sales, has everything
to do with the r eluctance to
participate by those who
benefit greatly. They are
reluctant to clean up the
filth.

Mr. Lawrence also
emphasized the need to
support Hip Hop artists like
Mos Def, Kanye West,
Common, and others,
whose music and lyrics are
more responsible. Nas had
been on the list of
respectable artists until the
recent controversy sur-
rounding his intent to
release a CD entitled the
"N-word."

A careful examination
of history yields the proof,
and the need, for our
young to voice their opin -
ions and protest through
their music. Artists like
James Brown, Marvin
Gaye, Curtis Mayfield, and
others, were most promi-
nent during the 60s Civil
Rights era. But some artists
in this generation are far
more interested in making
the almighty dollar, than
accepting any responsibili-
ty, or accepting that they
are engaged in promoting
the immoral behavior too
many of our young have
begun to emulate. Many of
them fail to recognize how
they are being exploited.
Even if they are making mil-
lions of dollars, there is
someone, somewhere;
making four to five times
that much money off of
them. 

In closing Mr. Lawrence
emphasized the need for
parents to become more

responsible, and to be
aware of what kind of
music their childr en are
buying and listening to.
Then the audience partici -
pated in a discussion, field-
ing questions and sharing
their comments. Everyone
appeared to share the same
concerns as Mr. Lawrence.  

I asked one of the last
questions because I was
curious to know what Mr .
Lawrence's feelings were
about Tupac Shakur. I was
pleasantly surprised to dis-
cover that he and I share
the same respect for Tupac.
We both view him as a
modern day prophet. Mr.
Lawrence also mentioned
that he had recently had
dialogue with someone,
wondering if Tupac had
lived could we have count -
ed on him to lead the way
to respectability, and more
lyrical responsibility for his
generation. After a job well
done and a resounding
round of applause, Dr.
Moka presented Mr.
Lawrence with a Baobab
membership.  

Sean McLeod,
President and CEO of New
York Institute of Dance and
Education gave motiva-
tional remarks focusing on
community and par ental
responsibility to our young.
He closed with very mov-
ing remarks and posing an
interesting question to the
audience. He described an
incident that almost cost
him his relationship with his
son. He said that after he
had disciplined him, the
boy felt the need to call
Child Protective Services.
(From where I sit, that's just
another example of how
parents' rights have been
legislated away.) McLeod's
question simply asked,
"When we were growing
up, who could we call if we
did not lik e our parents?" 

After another spirited
performance by Hip Hop
artist, Erin Thompson, most
of the audience stayed
around to mingle. Having
the opportunity to finally
meet Mr. Lawrence person-
ally was another highlight
of the evening for me. It
was not the first time I had
been in his presence, but I
usually leave the building
quickly when all is said and
done. But there was some-
thing about his genuine
spirit that forced me to stay
around. Once again I was
surprised to discover that
he remembered essays I
had written in the past for
the D&C. Mr. Lawrence left
with copies of the Minority
Reporter in hand, as I
found my way to the
Artichok e Dip and I would
love to have the recipe.

My evening with James F . L awr ence 'Cause I Love Y ou
Exclusive Interview with Lenny W illiams

Ghislain Rhadegonde-Eison of the Frederick Douglas
Institute, U of R, Sandra Turner, board member and staff,
NTID,RIT,  and Moka Lantum, Founder The Baobab

Lenny Williams

“An injustice anywher e is a
threat to justice everywhere.”

Johnny Cochrane
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21 THINGS AFRICAN AMERICANS NEED TO
DO ACCORDING TO T AVIS SMILEY ...

1. Register to vote, or shut up!
2. Take all that money out of those stocking caps, in cans, mattresses, and-

floorboards and invest money in something.  For starters, invest in the food
you eat and clothes you wear.

3. Learn another language. Ebonics does not count.
4. Stop using the "N" word in the year 2005, especially since Merriam-

Webster has announced it isn't changing the definition.
5. Buy something each week from a black vendor.
6. Stop blaming white folks for 98% of your problems, while giving them

100% of your money.
7. Subscribe to Ebony, JET, Black Enterprise, Essence. Then subscribe to

one  of the three weeklies: Time, Newsweek, or US News and World Report.
After we read about what's going on in our world, how about knowing what's
going on in theirs? It is, after all, your world.

8. Stop walking past each other and not speaking.
9. Be on time for something, anything!

10. Get an annual check up; herbs do not cure everything!
11. In all thy ways acknowledge Him (GOD) and He shall direct thy path."

prioritize this as # 1.
12. Stop being jealous of one another, learn to look past the material things

and see the person for
who they are.

13. Get involved in at least one charitable or voluntary community service.
14. Say a prayer for someone besides yourself.
15. Hug your child/spouse/parent today.
16. LOVE ONE ANOTHER!
17. Learn to Let Go and Let God.
18. Stop talking about it, and be about it.
19. Let GOD order your steps instead of the world.
20. P.U.S.H.!! Pray Until Something Happens!
21. In all that you do, get understanding, (turn off the TV, and open a book).

Human rights group Amnesty
International accused Democratic
Republic of the Congo security forces
of serious human rights violations,
including extra-judicial executions, in
a report released Wednesday.

"Despite historic national elec-
tions, deep political instability persists
in the DRC, and respect for human
rights has not advanced," Erwin van
der Borght, director of Amnesty's
Africa program, said. "Many security
forces continue to serve narrow polit -
ical interests and this lies at the root
of the lack of public confidence felt
by most Congolese."

Amnesty contends that two gov-
ernment security forces, Direction
des Renseignements Généraux et
Services Spéciaux de la police
(DRGS), known as the "Special
Services" police, and the Garde
Républicaine (GR), the elite presi-
dential guard controlled by President
Joseph Kabila, have been responsi-
ble for most politically-motivated
human rights violations.

The two forces have been
accused of arbitrarily arresting sup-
porters of Jean-Pierre Bemba,
Kabila's main political rival, and then
holding them incommunicado and
torturing them. Van der Borght said
they had targeted many people sim-
ply because they were of the same
ethnic group as Bemba.

According to the report, Coquette
Nsinga, a 25-year-old student and
Bemba supporter, was detained by

the DRGS on October 31, 2006, two
days after the second round of last
year's presidential election. She was
beaten and raped, and held for eight
months before being charged before
a military tribunal with "incitement to
commit acts contrary to duty and dis-
cipline". Her trial is still ongoing.

Amnesty International also
accused the GR of being involved in
the execution of a large number of
detainees at a military camp in
Kinshasa during fighting in the city
between Bemba's forces and govern-
ment forces in March this year. More
than 600 people died in the fighting,
including civilians killed by indiscrim -
inate fire from both sides.

"Amnesty International is con-
cerned that far from protecting the
people of the DRC, the state security
services remain agents of torture and
death," the report said.

Amnesty argues that two factors
impede the development of r espect
for human rights: slow reforms in the
security services and a culture which
allows violations. To improve condi -
tions, it calls for more emphasis on
reform and an investigation into
abuses.

"The international community
should insist on robust DRC govern-
ment action now to end impunity for
human rights violations and bring the
perpetrators to justice," Van der
Borght said.

Congo -Kinshasa: Human Rights
Gr oup A ccuses F or ces of Abuses

AWorld Health Or ganization
evaluation of West African
countries' progress in control-

ling malaria has recommended that
donors allocate more funds to indoor
spraying and to helping countries pur-
chase the latest anti-malarial drugs.

"For the contr ol of malaria vectors,
we had previously recommended the
use of mosquito nets," said Stephan
Tohon, WHO focal point on malaria
in West Africa, speaking to IRIN on
the sidelines of the UN agency's
malaria evaluation meeting in the
Burkina Faso capital Ouagadougou.

"But today the experience of some
countries in southern Africa with
indoor house spraying - containing
the once-banned insecticide DDT -
has yielded positive results. This is
very important to beat malaria and it
is going to contribute to contr olling
mosquitoes not only in bedrooms, but
in houses and verandas," Tohon
explained.

International donors to date have
mostly focused on providing insecti-
cide-treated bed nets. According to a
report from the UN Childr en's Fund
(UNICEF) released on 17 October,
annual production and distribution of
nets more than doubled between
2004 and 2006.

According to WHO officials DDT is

effective because it stays for a long
time on the walls and kills mosquitoes
efficiently. The powerful insecticide
was decommissioned 30 years ago
because of environmental fears but
recent reports by specialists have
found the risks to be exaggerated.

"If countries want to use DDT we'll
assist them," pledged Wilson Were,
medical officer with the malaria case
management office at WHO-Africa in
Congo-Brazzaville.

Drugs
WHO has also expressed concerns

that a number of countries in the
region do not have resources to buy
the latest Artemisin-based
Combination Therapy (ACT) drugs to
treat malaria patients, even though all
of them have in theory agreed to
make the switch from the older, less
effective drug chloroquine.

So far only 11 of the 17 countries
WHO covers in West Africa have
started effective implementation of
ACT.

"We need partners to come on
board and support some of these
countries and mobilise these
resources because they cannot con-
tinue using drugs which are not work -
ing," Were said.

Funding
According to WHO , the region is

currently expected to receive around
US$400 million of international aid
earmarked for malaria prevention and
treatment over the next three years.
But WHO officials say this will not be
enough.

"With the support of the interna -
tional community , we could bring the
cost of medicine down and we ar e
even encouraging countries that this
medicine should be given for free
because malaria is a disease of the
poor and it is important to note that
people are not getting medicine
because they do not have money,"
WHO's Were said.

Health centres
West African government officials

that participated in the evaluation said
that while they agree with the urgency
of dealing with the killer disease, the
biggest obstacle to tackling malaria is
weak or even non-existent health facil-
ities.

"One of the main challenges
regarding treatment in Liberia is the
lack of health facilities, which forces
the government to depend on private
facilities which are in turn reluctant to
distribute the tablets free of charge,"

said Yah Zolia, deputy coordinator of
Liberia's malaria program.

WHO estimates that 42 percent of
in-patient deaths in Liberia are caused
by malaria and 500,000 children under
five and 100,000 pregnant women are
infected each year.

"We call on partners and especially
the Global Fund to which we have
applied to give us a positive reply,"
Zolia said.

"Health clinics are far from the poor
people, so by moving medicine nearer
to the people we would e xpect them
to get treatment earlier and to not die
of malaria," WHO's Tohon said.

Some 80 percent of the one million
malaria deaths recorded annually
worldwide occur in A frica. The West
African sub-region represents 45 per-
cent of Africa's population and malaria
is endemic in 15 of the 17 countries
covered by WHO ther e.
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