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POLITICS & PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Eight weeks ago, no one had heard of
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin. Seven
weeks ago, she was the darling of the
media. Six weeks ago, she suggested
that Senator Barack Obama might have
regretted his decision to pick Senator
Joe Biden instead of Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton as his running mate.
Three weeks ago, she was debating
Biden in front of 70 million viewers.

This week she's a liability.

Sarah Palin has been a lightning rod for
attention during this campaign, drawing
huge crowds far bigger than those of her
running mate, Senator John McCain. By
most accounts, she has energized the
Republican base and excited conserva-
tives who had doubts about McCain. But
Palin has not been able to convince sig-
nificant numbers of Independent voters
and Hillary Clinton supporters to vote for
McCain.

Drag on McCain

A new poll released Tuesday evening by

NBC News and the Wall Street Journal
shows that Palin has now become a drag
on the GOP ticket, hurting McCain more
than she helps and causing more prob-
lems for the Arizona senator than his
association with President George W.
Bush.

According to MSNBC, the poll found the
following views about Palin:

Fifty-five percent of respondents say
she's not qualified to serve as president
if the need arises, up five points from the
previous poll.

In addition, for the first time, more voters
have a negative opinion of her than a
positive one. In the survey, 47 percent
view her negatively, versus 38 percent
who see her in a positive light.

That's a striking shift since McCain
chose Palin as his running mate in early
September, when she held a 47 to 27
percent positive rating.

Now, Palin's qualifications to be presi-
dent rank as voters' top concern about
McCain's candidacy - ahead of continu-
ing President Bush's policies, enacting
economic policies that only benefit the
rich and keeping too high of a troop pres-
ence in Iraq. 

The news comes just two days after for-
mer Bush Administration Secretary of
State Colin Powell told NBC's Tom
Brokaw on "Meet The Press" that Palin is
not ready to be president. 

Misstates Role of Vice President

The new poll is the latest in a series of
stumbles by the GOP VP nominee. Today
the Alaska Governor misstated the con-
stitutional role of the vice president. As
the Associated Press reported:

Asked by a third-grader what a vice pres-

ident does, Republican candidate Sarah
Palin responded that the vice president
is the president's "team mate" but also
"runs the Senate" and "can really get in
there with the senators and make a lot
of good policy changes." . . .

The vice president, as a member of the
executive branch of the government, has
no official role in developing legislation
or determining how it is presented to or
debated by the Senate, which is part of
the legislative branch. In all meaningful
ways, the leader of the majority party
runs the Senate.

$150,000 Shopping Spree

Palin has also come under fire for a
$150,000 shopping spree at high-end
clothing stores, financed by the
Republican Party.

The Republican National Committee has
spent more than $150,000 to clothe
and accessorize vice presidential candi-
date Sarah Palin and her family since
her surprise pick by John McCain in late
August.

According to financial disclosure
records, the accessorizing began in early
September and included bills from Saks
Fifth Avenue in St. Louis and New York
for a combined $49,425.74.

The records also document a couple of
big-time shopping trips to Neiman
Marcus in Minneapolis, including one
$75,062.63 spree in early September.

Used State Funds For Kids' Travel

Another new report out finds that Palin
used state funds for trips she took with
her family in which family members did
not perform state business.

Governor Sarah Palin has been found to
have charged the state of Alaska for

commercial flights for her children.

The children travelled with their mother
to numerous events before expense
reports were amended to suggest that
they were on official business.

Palin charged the state $21,012 for 64
commercial flights and hotel accommo-
dation for her three daughters after tak-
ing office in December 2006.

Among other trips, she allowed the three
girls to join her at a snowmobile race,
where her husband was racing, as well
as a five-day trip to New York, while she
was attending a conference.

Palin noted on travel forms that the girls
had been invited to attend or participate
in events on the governor's schedule; a
claim which has since been found to
have been exaggerated.

Asset or Liability?

And it doesn't end there. Palin and her
husband are scheduled to testify Friday
in a second investigation into whether
she violated Alaska ethics law by firing
the state's top public safety official.
Earlier this month, she was found to
have violated state ethics laws by pres-
suring the state public safety commis-
sioner to fire her ex brother-in-law.

Palin has had some positive moments
on the campaign. She made a splash
last weekend when she appeared on
Saturday Night Live, she has packed in
crowds at events in battleground states,
and she helped Republicans raise
money and enthusiasm after she was
announced in August.

Whether she will be a long-term asset or
liability for McCain will be determined on
November 4.

Palin, Asset or Liability?

ROCHESTER, N.Y.,—  In an attempt to
ease any confusion by anticipated heavy
turnout at the polls during next month’s
General Election, the Rochester
Association of Black Journalists has cre-
ated an online election procedure guide
— with a link to the Monroe County Board
of Elections — so voters can determine
their correct polling place before show-
ing up at the polls on election day. 

An estimated 80 percent of registered
voters in Monroe County are expected to
go to the polls on Nov. 4.       

“The prospect of a heavy voter turnout
may increase the percentage of voters
that are unsure of the voting process,
and what to expect at the polls. We want
voters to know what to expect, and what
to do, if procedural questions arise,” said
RABJ President Gary McLendon.  

“Our concern is for later registrants,
those who have changed addresses
since they last voted, and who intend to
show up at their old polling place on Nov.
4. They face the possibility of being told
they have to vote elsewhere. This could
cause transportation problems, time
conflicts and other difficulties for voters.
We would like to prevent this.”      

The online guide, at RABJ’s website
(www.RABJ.net) gathers information
from several locations on the Monroe
County Board of Elections website, and
resulting in information that is reliable
and easily accessible.    

The voter guide link, which is on the first
page of the RABJ website, answers ques-
tions, such as: 

what to do if your name is not listed in

the Poll Book; when an affidavit ballot
should be used; what type of personal
identification is valid; what to do if the
voting machines stop working, and other
issues.  

The County Board of Elections sent out
polling information to registered voters
earlier in the year.          

The RABJ guide, with its link to the coun-
ty website, will provide prospective vot-
ers an opportunity to check their voting
status, their polling location, and under-
stand basic procedures before they
show up at the polls to vote.

Source: RABJ

RABJ Helps Provide Election Answ ers VV
OO
TT
EE
!!
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By T. Andrew Brown

Coverage of the upcoming presiden-
tial election dominates our news
outlets, and yet we have heard rela-

tively little about the United States
Supreme Court as it begins a new term.
Five sitting justices are older than 70;
the oldest is Justice John Paul Stevens,
who turned 88 this year. The next presi-
dent will likely make a tremendous
impact on the composition of the
Supreme Court, and a lasting impact on
its direction.  There are stark differences
between the types of jurists Senators
McCain and Obama have promised to
appoint.  The political and social philoso-
phies of these men, along with how they
view the role of the third branch of gov-
ernment, will undoubtedly prove signifi-
cant in the selection of future justices. 

The Supreme Court is currently split
between four very conservative justices
(Roberts, Alito, Scalia, and Thomas) and
four moderately liberal justices (Stevens,
Souter, Ginsburg, and Breyer). Justice
Kennedy is a moderate conservative and
a balancing force on the Court. The four
left-leaning justices range in age from
69 to 88, and it is almost certain that
two will be replaced by the next presi-
dent. Of the five conservatives on the
Court, only Justices Scalia and Kennedy
have reached the age of 72. The other
three members of the conservative bloc,
all in their 50's, are likely to remain on
the bench for decades. The conserva-
tive-liberal split on the court is significant
when we see that many recent rulings
have been made by way of a 5-4 split. We
need look no further than the past term
for illustration of how Justice Kennedy
has replaced retired Justice Sandra Day
O'Connor as the Supreme Court's swing
voter. 

For example, Justice Kennedy's vote with
the Court's conservative bloc struck
down the District of Columbia's statute
requiring handgun owners to procure
licenses and follow strict storage proce-
dures. District of Columbia v. Heller (07-
290). The majority found unconstitution-
al the provision in the D.C. statute requir-
ing licenses for guns carried only in the
home. The D.C. statute's handgun stor-
age procedures were also found to be
unconstitutional. Under the statute,
handguns stored in the home were
required to either be disassembled or
disabled with a trigger lock. The Court
ruled that the storage procedures violat-
ed a handgun owners' Second
Amendment rights because a stored gun
would not be functional if, for example, it
was needed for the purpose of in-home
self defense. It was the first time in
decades that the Supreme Court heard a
case interpreting the Second
Amendment, and this decision main-
tained the Court's long-held position that
the Second Amendment grants an indi-
vidual the right to keep and bear arms.  

In a swing vote with the liberal bloc,
Justice Kennedy's support upheld
habeas corpus and found that statutory
attempts to suspend the 'writ' for
Guantanamo detainees was unconstitu-
tional. (The writ of habeas corpus has
historically been an important instru-
ment for the safeguarding of individual
freedom against arbitrary state action.)
Boumediene v. Bush (06-1195).
Ironically, the Court's majority opinion is

largely based upon an originalist philoso-
phy, using strict constructionist princi-
ples to reach a conclusion. One would
have expected the conservative justices
on the Court to subscribe to such a deci-
sion, but they filed two dissenting opin-
ions instead. This case is a prime exam-
ple of how complex procedural issues
(such as the jurisdiction of a federal
court to consider a writ of habeas cor-
pus) can bloom into questions of sub-
stantive rights (whether a prisoner has
an opportunity to challenge his deten-
tion in a court of law). 

The Supreme Court also plays a hand in
the way we hold elections. Local perenni-
al candidate Jack Davis filed a lawsuit
challenging "The Millionaire's
Amendment" (part of the Bi-Partisan
Campaign Reform Act). The Amendment
raised the amount of money Mr. Davis'
opponent could accept from a single
donor, because Mr. Davis personally
spent more than $350,000.00 of his
own money on the campaign. When this
campaign finance lawsuit reached the
Supreme Court, Justice Kennedy sided
with the conservative bloc and struck
down the law as a violation of the First
Amendment. Davis v. FEC (07-320). The
majority opinion in this 5-4 split decision
cited previous case law permitting candi-
dates to campaign "vigorously and tire-
lessly" for their own election, and the
spending caps in the law violated that
freedom of expression. 

In the well-known Exxon Valdez oil spill
case, Justice Kennedy again voted with a
5-4 majority of the court, finding that a
jury's $5 billion award against Exxon was
excessive. Exxon Shipping Co. v. Baker
(07-219). The decision represents a
landmark holding, as it imposes a tight
cap on punitive damage awards in a
broad range of federal tort cases. 

The cases discussed above are among
the better-known decisions wherein
Justice Kennedy cast the deciding vote,
but they are not the only cases. For
example, he cast the deciding vote to bar
imposition of the death penalty in cases
of child rape. Kennedy v. Louisiana (07-
343). He also voted with the conserva-
tive bloc in a 5-4 decision limiting Native
American jurisdiction over non-Indian
activity on reservations. Plains
Commerce Bank v. Long Family Cattle
Co. (07-411). The important lesson is
that the decisions of this narrowly divid-
ed Court can impact our lives in signifi-
cant ways. As such, it is important to ask
what types of jurists the presidential
candidates might nominate. 

Senator John McCain has said that he
will nominate jurists who are strict con-
structionists. According to Senator
McCain's website, these jurists are peo-
ple who will "faithfully apply the law as
written, not impose their opinions
through judicial fiat."  Senator McCain
has identified Chief Justice John Roberts
and Justice Samuel Alito as jurists he
favors, and "he would seek men and
women like them as his judicial
appointees." Offering Justices Roberts
and Alito as examples says a great deal
more about the type of judicial nominees
Mr. McCain would submit for confirma-
tion than does a discussion of his judi-
cial philosophy. Depending on your polit-
ical affiliation, you may be pleased or
disheartened to see more young conser-

vatives, like Roberts and Alito, on the
Court. 

In contrast to Senator McCain, Senator
Barack Obama's campaign website
promises to work to overturn the
Supreme Court's recent decision curtail-
ing the ability of women and minorities
to challenge pay discrimination. For bet-
ter or worse, Senator Obama does not
attempt to separate his political stance
favoring social justice from his stance on
picking judicial nominees. In a recent
New York Times interview, he is quoted
as saying, "What I do want is a judge who
is sympathetic enough to those who are
on the outside, those who are vulnera-
ble, those who are powerless, those who
can't have access to political power and
as a consequence can't protect them-
selves from being - from being dealt with
sometimes unfairly, that the courts
become a refuge for justice."  It is fair to
assume from the comments of both
presidential candidates that Senator
Obama would favor a more progressive
court, as opposed to Senator McCain's
preference for conservative justices who
are strict constructionists. 

As Americans, we like to imagine that
justice is blind. In fact, there may be no
such thing. The Supreme Court balances
power. Sometimes the balance takes the
form of a constitutional check, providing
equilibrium between the Congress and
the President. Sometimes, however, the
Court also balances power in our society.
The Supreme Court has and will contin-
ue to play a role in such areas as deter-
mining what we can say and where we
can say it, whether we can own a gun
and where we can carry it, whether a
police officer can stop us on the street
and search us based on the way we look,

whether the federal government can
seize a person and then transport him to
another country for indefinite detain-
ment and "enhanced" interrogation,
whether we have the right to an attorney
when charged with a crime, and whether
the death penalty for adults or minors is
cruel and unusual. 

As Americans, we have a duty to
acknowledge that justice is not blind,
and that the Supreme Court nomina-
tions of our next president will have a
tremendous impact on our nation for
decades to come.  Hopefully, the
American constituency will take full
account of this come election day. 

T. Andrew Brown is President of the
Monroe County Bar Association and
Managing Partner of Brown &
Hutchinson Law Firm.

The Future of the Supreme Cour t

Attorney, T. Andrew Brown

www.minorityrepor ter .net
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EDITORIAL & OPINION

INSTANT GRATIFICATION
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Call my office 24/7

Dear Editor:

Neither candidate has the lead-
ership experience that can lead
this country out of the lower
regions of moral depravity we
have sunk into.  With the econo-
my, neighborhood violence,
good paying job disappearing,
dwindling tax bases and lower
services we are presently expe-
riencing it’s a wonder this coun-
try is still considered a super-
power.  I can barely recognize
any power at all.   

Sen. John McCain brings to the
proverbial table the same eco-
nomic results we have come to
experience over the last 8 years
as President George Bush lead
this country.  With a 10% voting
difference on every policy Bush
introduced to the American peo-
ple.  This will easily equate to
four more years of the same
issues, problems and results we
have experienced.  Ad these
issues with Sen. McCain’s pick
as Vice President and thing will
most definitely get much worse.
When is enough, enough?

Sen. Barack Obama brings a
new hope.  Now don’t get me
wrong here.  The hope I am
clearly speaking of isn’t the
hope God brings.  Obama clear-
ly is not God.  Although he does
not claim to be, he is receiving
more notoriety with regards to
hope than the author of hope
itself.  Sen. Obama is the first
African American that is within a
heartbeat of the Oval Office.
That in itself is a significant
event.  In addition, he brings
intelligence, integrity and drive
McCain simply could not deliver.  

So here is our choice.  We either
move into four more years of
what we have now or a change.
This change could be for the
better or for the worst, I don’t
know.  I do know we cannot con-
tinue on the path we are
presently on today.  If there is
ever a time to get involved, now
is it. But keep your hope in
Christ Jesus first and not Barak
Obama and not John McCain.

Minister Perry L. Ashford

Dear Editor:

Your article “Has Racism
Become a Part of Rochester’s
Culture” by Jahaka Mindstorm,
October 11, 2008, is a very
good read.  I am not originally
from Rochester but have been
here long enough to ascertain
the underlying problem which
historically has and unless
addressed, will continue to
affect the growth and develop-
ment of our community and
subsequently the city itself.  I,
along with many others, refer to
it as Institutional Racism.

I have been blessed to have
been born just down the road
from where Crispus Attucks, an
awesome man of color, fell for
the cause of "liberty."  I also
have lived in the virtual "heart of
dixie" - Atlanta, GA, the home of
Martin Luther King and many of
the Civil Rights organizations
which propelled the necessity
for equality worldwide!

Two very different places, yet
they're areas in our country that
have made tremendous strides

towards racial
equality and
more impor-
tanly Justice!  

Economic, Housing and
Educational opportunities are
the norm - NOT the exception.  O
p p o r t u n i t y - that is the real
difference when compared to
the City of Rochester.

Imagine...typical Afro-
Rochestarian young people
going on tour outside the city.

These young people, our com-
munity's future, must  s e e  and
e x p e r i e n c e  the  o p p o s
i t e  of what they are consistent-
ly exposed to here in Rochester.

The story of our community's
struggle must be shared.  Our
historical perspective must be
cascaded to our community's
future leaders.  We must teach
this generational knowledge to
ensure that we attain a position
of equity that so many before us
sacrificed their lives for.  Many
of us have been blessed to have
inherited many benefits as a
direct result of those sacrifices
and it is encumbent on us to
carry on that legacy, or risk
being seen as having forgotten
ourselves and assuming that
our children will benefit as well.

I submit to you that when they
return home, from their tours,
they'll not accept what they've

been traditionally offered here
in Rochester as an equal oppor-
tunity.  They will not settle for,
nor will they be content with the
"way things are" in their respec-
tive communities.  They will, in
fact, do as the writer of this arti-
cle has done - they will press for
positive change!  (If they're
given an opportunity to do so by
us)

Let's help broaden the horizons
of our community's future lead-
ers!

Gerard Hunt

Excellent article.  You have put a
voice to many of my own feel-
ings.  I also was born and raised
in Rochester. I lived 7 adult
years in Virginia and 17 in
Maryland without insult or inci-
dent.  I returned to Rochester
and bam, bam, I'm back in the
seventies!!  Thanks for exposing
the dark side of the Rochester
Area that lighter skinned mem-
bers of our species refuse to
recognize.

Linda

Change, or Four More
Years of the Same

Does Rochester Have Racist Tendencies?

“So in the dark w e hide the
hear t that bleeds, And w ait,

and tend our agonizing seeds.”
~Countee Cullen
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STRAIGHT …no chaser:   A Message of Hope

It may be safe
to say that to
many Biblical

Scholars, stu-
dents and
believers the

book of Isaiah stands alone with its mes-
sage of hope.  Isaiah is a must-read if
prophecy happens to fall within your
belief system. 

Recognizing that nothing is new under
the sun and being a firm believer in the
notion that, all things are possible, I can't
help but attribute the current movement
in our national, state and local arena, to
be with purpose. For those confused or
not connected to what I (for so long) have
perceived, this is "our time".

Last week in the Get Out The Vote Forum
at Nazereth College, I began to feel some-
thing extraordinary.  After listening to the
wisdom of the young guest panelists rep-
resenting the 18 to 35 year olds, I began
to realize that this year's election is more
than about politics as usual.  There is
much at stake, and now is not a time for
any American to succumb to apathy or
feel their vote is insignificant.  

We are in the midst of a genuine move-
ment. And, upon the acceptance of Voter
Registration forms from folks in the 80's
who had never voted before now, this

notion has been confirmed to me time
and time again.

At a recent Prayer Breakfast sponsored
by Senatorial candidate Richard
Dollinger, Senator Malcolm Smith
brought home that Message of Hope.  In
attendance to hear the powerful words
delivered were various Ministers and
other guests.  In a style I personally
equate with the eloquence and truth
telling of Malcolm X, James McCuller and
Minister Louis Farrakhan all rolled up into
the spirit of Senator Smith referenced
Isaiah, Chapter 61.  His Message literally
sent a chill up my spine. And when the
tears come, look out-cause then it ain't
nothing but God speaking as far as I am
concerned.  I don't mean to bore non-
believers with my perceptions, but when
some folks are just mouthing words or
pontificating I feel nothing.  Many of you
will be able to identify when I say that
Saturday morning we had Chu-urch!!  

Democratic Senatorial Candidate
Richard Dollinger blended in, adding
eggs to the cake. Much to the pleasant
surprise of those in attendance Dollinger
chose not to the use the microphone and
personalized his comments by stepping
from behind the podium to thank every-
one for their support and remind them of
how important this year's election is. 

Dollinger's opponent as well as most
Republicans these days are hard pressed
to acknowledge which Party they belong
to.  I can't say I blame them this being the
Year of Democrats and all.  But for those
who do not know for sure, Richard
Dollinger's opponent, Joe Robach is a
Republican who I think likes for folks to
believe he is a Democrat.  (Off topic and
just for the record, be clear he is not a
Democrat.)

Following Richard Dollinger with the
anointed oil and other wet ingredients
was Assemblyman David Gantt who was
hard pressed to fight  back the tears as
he recalled the moment he was encour-
aged by his mother, Lena Gantt to get
involved in government, some 30 years
ago.

The right ingredients and mixture were
first provided by a Sprit-driven Invocation
given by Rev. Roger Breedlove. His words
were followed by a heartfelt welcome
given by Councilwoman Lovely Warren.
After breakfast, providing the flour and
the baking powder was Minister
Raymond B.T. Scott whose oratorical
skills get better with time. Minister Scott
offered a healing Unity Prayer. 

The benediction, the slicing and serving
of the cake was moving and unique.  As
most stood, joined hands  and braced

themselves for the words of Payer offered
by Dr. Warren Meeks, he called all politi-
cians present to come forward and join
him up front.  Dr. Meeks then asked for
12 praying ministers to stand behind the
politicians and he offered up a "Prayer
among prayers."  

Hopefully the pulpits in the churches rep-
resented at this Prayer Breakfast echoed
the message and those sermons already
prepared in advanced were tossed aside.
The truth will always set us free.  The
truth tellers are far and few between.  At
the Prayer Breakfast I found myself
regretting that the community as a whole
was not invited or in attendance to wit-
ness the "anointing" that took place that
early Saturday morning.   Those on the
guest list soon discovered they were also
on the Blessed list, and hopefully they
left the event feeling uplifted and freed
from any thoughts that cause them to be
found guilty of possessing an imprisoned
mind dictating their slowness to action.
The message for Believers is in Isaiah.
My interpretation dictates that the
answer to lies in our hands November
4th.  All are encouraged to Vote Row A all
the way regardless of political affiliation
for real change federally, on a state level
and locally.  Enough is enough!

By Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

by Jason J. McGuire

Election Day 2008 is no ordinary
Election Day.  The stakes this year are
unusually high.  While the presidential
race is of obvious importance, the many
other offices to be filled this year are sig-
nificant in their own right.  Regarding
New York State government, the crucial
question to be answered on November
4, 2008, is whether the balance of
power will shift in the New York State
Senate.  The State Senate has tradition-
ally been controlled by the Republican
Party, but many believe that control of
the Senate will pass to the Democratic
Party following this fall's elections.
The last time Democrats in New York
State controlled both houses of the state
legislature and the governor's office was
1935.  Democrats have controlled the
State Assembly since 1974, and the
Republicans have maintained control of
the State Senate since 1965 - many
believe that is about to change.  One
party power may return to Albany after
this November's elections.
Currently, Majority Leader Dean Skelos
(R - Rockville Centre) leads a narrowly
divided Senate of thirty-one Republicans
and twenty-nine Democrats.  The
Minority Leader, Senator Malcolm Smith
(D - Queens), is chomping at the bit to
succeed Senator Skelos as the next
Majority Leader.  For Senator Smith to
assume this title, he will need to gain
only two additional seats in next month's
elections.  
The State Democratic Party is doing
everything within its power to make this
scenario a reality.  Advocates of abortion
and advocates of homosexual behavior
have enthusiastically supported the
Democrats' efforts to assume control of
the State Senate.  During the last year,
New York Democrats have raised mil-
lions of dollars with the help of the
Empire State Pride Agenda (New York's
largest pro-homosexual lobbying group),
the Gill Foundation (an organization
advocating for same-sex marriage),
NARAL Pro-Choice America and Planned
Parenthood.

In May of this year, Kelli Conlin, Director
of NARAL's New York Chapter, spoke at
an annual Albany rally held by the
Empire State Pride Agenda.  Speaking of
the 2008 elections, the NARAL spokes-
woman said the following words:  "Our
issues are one and the same, our ene-
mies are one and the same, and our vic-
tories next January are going to be one
and the same.  It is unacceptable what is
going on in New York - an anti-choice
State Senate, an anti-gay marriage State
Senate.  We need to change that dynam-
ic."
Groups like these believe that if the
Democratic Party becomes the majority
party in the New York State Senate, their
vision for the future of this state will
become a reality.  That vision involves
same-sex marriage, liberalizing New
York's abortion laws to allow non-physi-
cians to perform abortions, making the
"morning-after pill" available to minors
without a prescription, creating special
rights for cross-dressers and transsexu-
als, and establishing a funding stream
for Planned Parenthood to teach sex
education in public schools.
Many of these proposals, including
same-sex marriage, have already passed
the New York State Assembly.  To date,
the Republican-controlled Senate is the
primary obstacle that has kept bills like
this from becoming law.
The Democrats have taken a shotgun
approach to gaining control of the State
Senate.  Democrats have thrown every-
thing they can, at as many seats as they
can, with the odds in their favor that they
will be able to wrest at least a couple of
seats from Republican hands.
For example, the Democrats are invest-
ing heavily in Brookhaven Town
Supervisor Brian Foley's attempt to oust
incumbent Senator Caesar Trunzo (R -
Brentwood) in the 3rd Senate District.
The Democratic Party has already con-
tributed $291,329 to this race.
The Human Rights Campaign (HRC),
dedicated to advancing a homosexual
and transgender agenda, have gotten
involved by sending campaign workers to
assist Senate Candidate Don Barber (D -

Caroline) in his attempt to unseat the
pro-family incumbent, Senator James
Seward (R - Milford).  HRC has identified
this seat as one of the top twenty-five
they have targeted nationwide.  
In the Rochester region, the Empire
State Pride Agenda (ESPA) has endorsed
the challenger and former State Senator
Richard Dollinger over the pro-life incum-
bent Senator Joe Robach (R - Greece).  In
a recent interview with the Gay City
News, Alan Van Capelle, ESPA's
Executive Director, said, "Rick Dollinger
is not only going to vote for our issues in
Albany, but he is also going to be a
strong voice within Democratic caucus in
the Senate for those issues… I have 100
percent confidence in that."
Republicans are hopeful that they can
regain control of a seat in Westchester
County.  The seat is currently held by
Senator Stewart-Cousins (D - Yonkers).
Senator Stewart-Cousins sponsored the
Reproductive Health and Privacy
Protection Act (RHAPP).  RHAPP would
have been the greatest expansion of
abortion rights since the 1973 Roe v.
Wade US Supreme Court Decision.  The
challenger in this seat is a pro-life
Republican named John Murtagh.

Murtagh is currently serving his second
term as an elected member of the
Yonkers City Council.
Republicans are also intent on protect-
ing incumbents such as Senator Serphin
Maltese (R - Middle Village) who is facing
a stiff challenge from Democratic oppo-
nent and City Councilman Joe Addabbo.
Senator Maltese faces much opposition
from the homosexual community due to
his stanch support for traditional mar-
riage.  The senator is the sponsor of a bill
known as the Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA).  DOMA defines marriage in New
York as being a union between a man
and a woman.  The Senator is also one of
the strongest and most vocal pro-life
members of the Republican conference.
Something on which both sides of the
aisle agree is that the difference
between the two parties is clear.  There
is more than just party control and prop-
erty taxes at stake this November, with
issues like same-sex marriage barking at
the gate; what happens on November
4th will likely determine the course of
New York State for generations to come.

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you’ve built, the life you live. 

438 North Street
Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax     585-546-3439

State Senate, F uture of N ew York , Hangs in the Balance
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Health & Education

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road

Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

The University of Rochester Medical
Center (URMC) today opened the
doors on a new home for its commu-

nity-based health initiatives.  The Center
for Community Health’s new location at
46 Prince Street marks a return to the
original University of Rochester campus
and consolidates several outreach and
research programs into a single site that
is more accessible to the community.
The location also includes an innovative
new health resource that connects com-
munity member via web-conferencing to
librarians at the University’s medical
school.  

“The health care challenges that we face
today require community-based solu-
tions,” said URMC CEO Bradford C. Berk,
M.D., Ph.D.  “This building, which
harkens to the University’s roots, heralds
what we believe will be a new era of
regional collaboration in efforts to better
understand the region’s health prob-
lems, develop and measure the effec-
tiveness of new interventions and dis-
ease management programs, and
strengthen health partnerships on a
regional scale.” 

“Like many cities in America, Rochester
faces a long list of health challenges,
including significant racial and socioeco-
nomic disparities in health,” said Nancy
M. Bennett, M.D., M.S., director of the
Center for Community Health.  “While
these problems are daunting, Rochester
has demonstrated on many occasions –
be it reducing the incidence of lead poi-
soning, eliminating disparities in immu-
nizations, or reducing the number of
women who die from breast cancer –
that when we come together as a com-
munity and tackle these problems, we
can not only succeed, but we can be a
model for other communities.” 

The new location contains the Healthy
Living Library, a unique community
resource that will help advance health
literacy by providing a wide array of
health information resources and servic-
es.  The library will feature books, videos,
pamphlets, and computer workstations
with web-camera access to librarians at
the Edward G. Miner Library in the
School of Medicine and Dentistry who
can help field health-related questions.
For example, a person who has just been

diagnosed with diabetes can have a “vir-
tual” discussion with a URMC librarian
who will help direct them to resources to
find out more about the disease, includ-
ing dietary recommendations, current
treatment options, and even local clini-
cal trials.  Both the library and the
Healthy Living Program are made possi-
ble by funding from New York State
Senator Jim Alesi.

“My continued commitment to the
Healthy Living Program and new funding
for the Health Literacy Library reflects my
ongoing interest in serving the health
needs of our community,” said Senator
Alesi.  “I am proud to be associated with
the partnership approach that is the cor-
nerstone of the Center for Community
Health.  This is a prudent investment
that can improve our local economy, as
well as our quality of life.”

The move to Prince Street brings togeth-
er programs that were scattered in sev-
eral different locations under one roof
and provides the Center with room to
grow.  And, more importantly, it moves
the Center out of the URMC campus and
to a city location that is more central and
accessible to the population it serves.
The Center currently includes approxi-
mately 30 staff members and consoli-
dates the following programs in the
Prince Street building:  

The Health Partnership of Monroe
County (HPMC) is a coalition of providers
and community organizations that pro-
vides breast, cervical, and colon cancer
screening to individuals without insur-
ance or whose health insurance does
not pay for screenings. The program also
helps clients with follow-up testing and
applying for Medicaid coverage for treat-
ment, if necessary.  This year, HPMC
began offering coverage for human
papilloma virus (cervical cancer) vac-
cine. 

The Communicable Disease Program is
collaboration between URMC, the feder-
al Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, and the New York State
Department of Health that works with
doctors and labs in the region to monitor
and assess the health impact of a variety
of infectious diseases and evaluate
methods for their prevention and control.

Last year, Rochester was chosen as one
of four sites nationally to monitor the
impact of the new cervical cancer vac-
cine.  

The Healthy Living Program/Vida en
Salud is a unique, nationally-recognized
faith-based physical activity and health
promotion program that helps individu-
als adopt healthy lifestyles and manage
chronic diseases.  The program is a part-
nership between URMC and the Greater
Rochester YMCA and builds upon exist-
ing networks within the African-American
and Latino faith community to identify
and recruit, host sessions, and create a
supportive environment for participants.  

The Greater Rochester Practice Based
Research Network is a network of com-
munity physicians working with
researchers to improve primary care.
The network currently includes more
than 75 practices, encompassing inter-
nal medicine, family medicine, medicine-
pediatric, and pediatric practices.

The Center for Community Health also
helps develop and coordinate ongoing
URMC care, research, and education
programs in collaboration with Monroe
County, the Rochester City School
District, and numerous grassroots and
faith-based organizations, social service
providers, community-based clinics,
business partners, foundations and pri-
vate philanthropists in such areas as
obesity, lead poisoning, violence preven-
tion, sexual behavior, mental health,
smoking cessation, and chronic disease
management. The Center also plays a
central role in the University’s Clinical
and Translational Science Institute and
leads efforts to increase community and
physician participation in clinical
research. 

Rochester has long been a pioneer in the
field of community health.  URMC cur-
rently has more than 120 community
health service, education, and research
programs underway which receive more
than $10 million in funding and serve
over 90,000 individuals.  That is in addi-
tion to the $56 million the Medical
Center provides in uncompensated care,
charity care, and bad debt on a yearly
basis. These programs not only deliver
critical services to underserved popula-

tions in Rochester but they also repre-
sent research that informs public policy
and guides the development of new and
effective public health initiatives.

“Many institutions talk the talk when it
comes to community health, but we have
shown that we also walk the walk,” said
David Guzick, M.D., Ph.D., dean of the
School of Medicine and Dentistry.
“Since the founding of the School of
Medicine and Dentistry, community-
based outreach and research has been
a part of our DNA and is ingrained in not
only the way we deliver health care, but
how we train the next generation of
physicians and develop new ways to
translate scientific discovery into new
ways to understand, treat, prevent, and
cure disease.” 

The Center for Community Health is now
located at the nexus of important
Rochester-area social service organiza-
tions.  The United Way of Greater
Rochester and the Red Cross of
Rochester are adjacent to the Center’s
new location on Prince Street.  

The move to Prince Street is also, in a
manner of speaking, a return to the
University’s roots.  The Center’s new
home, the Eastman Building, was built in
1903-04 and was a part of the original
University of Rochester campus.  In the
1930s the men’s college moved to the
University’s current location on the
Genesee River.  The women remained at
the Prince Street campus until in 1955,
when they joined the men on the River
Campus.  The Eastman Building served
as a University science building and, for
a time, was home to research in anemia
by George Whipple, the founding dean of
the University’s medical school, work
that would later earn Whipple a Nobel
Prize in medicine.  

The building also reinforces the ties to
the benefactor who helped shape the
University’s community health vision.  It
was George Eastman who, in agreeing to
fund the creation of the School of
Medicine in 1920, directed the
University to use its skills and talents “to
make Rochester one of the healthiest
communities in the world.”

URMC Community Health Program Opens N ew City Home

LOOKING FOR A PHOTOGRAPHER?

CAPTURE THE MOMENT!

CALL TEMPLE BOGGS

313-1725

www.minorityrepor ter .net
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ROI of fers you and your com pany an arra y of free 
services that are essential in toda y's job mark et. 

* Job referral and replacement services 
throughout four states

* Program staff specializing in 
your specific staffing needs 

* Meeting rooms for your use in applicant 
interview and testing

* Off site and on site training curriculum 
tailored by and to your employment needs

We recognize the value of employers and 
welcome your participation in the 

National Farmworkers Jobs Program

ROI Training and Em ployment Program 
provides valuable benefits for y our 

company and the community at large. 

For More Details Call 585-340-3300 

Rural Oppor tunities, Inc.

Jennif er Kilb urn

585-278-0896     charmedcircle1969@yahoo.com

WETHERSFIELD, CT (October 15, 2008)

Shoppers in and around Rochester
will enjoy the savings and conven-
ience of warehouse club style shop-

ping without the membership fees or
bulk buying requirements, thanks to
PriceRite.

The new 38,000 square foot supermar-
ket located at 1230 University Avenue
(corner of University Avenue & Culver
Road) opened Sunday and is the second
PriceRite store to open this year in the
city of Rochester. 
PriceRite’s first location at 375 Driving
Park Avenue opened in March, 2008.
The store will continue to offer the same
quality foods as traditional supermar-
kets at about half the price, said Kathy
Freedman, spokesperson for the compa-
ny.  “Our philosophy is that the consumer
shouldn’t have to sacrifice quality to
save on price.  This is particularly impor-
tant during these difficult economic
times.  We take pride in providing a
clean, fresh, and friendly store for our
consumers to shop everyday.”

This is PriceRite’s 36th store (The store
is the fourth in New York) and employs a
self service format that includes selling
packaged meats and baked goods in

addition to a variety of private label and
nationally branded grocery, dairy and
frozen foods product.  PriceRite also
offers a full service, high quality produce
department with fresh produce deliv-
ered daily.  To further reduce costs and
pass along those savings to our cus-
tomers, PriceRite does not advertise or
publish a weekly circular.  Customers
may use their own bags or buy them for
10¢ each which benefits the environ-
ment while containing costs.  “We are
very proud to offer our customers the
same quality produce, meats and fresh
bakery items as a full service supermar-
ket at such low prices”, said Neil Duffy,
the company’s President.  “In addition,
our PriceRite brand products are compa-
rable to National Brands.  By focusing on
keeping our operating costs low, we can
pass significant savings along to our cus-
tomers.  We are especially proud to have
the opportunity to open our second
Rochester location and are thankful to
the city and citizens of Rochester for
their continued support.”

Store hours are 8:00 am – 9:00 pm
Monday through Saturday and 8:00 am
– 6:00 pm on Sunday.  Although checks
and coupons are not accepted, PriceRite
does accept credit cards and EBT cards. 

Pricerite Opens Second
Store in R ochester

Department of Recreation and Youth
Services Commissioner Charles
Reaves and Deputy Commissioner

JudieLynn McAvinney joined other City
officials and members of the Friends of
Mt. Hope Cemetery at a ceremony
Saturday to celebrate the completion of
a more than $300,000 renovation of Mt.
Hope Cemetery’s historic 1874
Gatehouse.

“This beautiful building has stood as a
silent witness to more than 130 years of
our City’s rich heritage, providing a proud
statement at the entrance of the
nation’s oldest municipally-owned
Victorian Cemetery and the final resting
place for a more than a third of a million
of our descendants, including Susan B.
Anthony and Frederick Douglass,”
Commissioner Reaves said. “We could
not let such an important and architec-
turally significant structure fall victim to
decay and neglect.

The stone gatehouse was originally
designed by Andrew Jackson Warner,
one of the most prominent upstate archi-
tects of the late 19th century.
It originally served as the Cemetery
office and now is used for interior exhibi-
tion space and serves as headquarters

and meeting space for the Friends of Mt.
Hope.

The renovation included the replace-
ment and the slate roof and marble tile
at the portico and foyer, along with other
exterior repairs. The work was per-
formed by the Leo J. Roth Corporation,
and the design was completed by the
City’s Division of Engineering and
Architectural Services. The project cost
$313,049, including the help of a
$150,000 matching grant from the New
York State Environmental Protection
Fund.

Friends President, Marilyn Nolte, said,
“We are fortunate to have a city govern-
ment that values our historic treasures,
and this renovation beautifully main-
tains the integrity of this important High
Victorian Gothic structure.”  Officials
marked the project’s completion by cut-
ting a ceremonial ribbon outside the
Gatehouse. 

City Leader s Celebrate R estoration of
Mount Hope Cemeter y Gatehouse
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face to the name

IN THE COMMUNITY

James Water s

James Waters was born to the former Betty
Jean Turner and James Waters Sr. in
Birmingham Alabama.  James is a

Manager of Training and Development at
Action for a Better Community, Inc where he
currently oversees training activities for staff
of the medium sized non-profit organization.
James would like to pursue a Doctorate in
Human Resource Development and oversee
activities concerning youth or Human
Resources.

James' passion is to work with youth to
encourage positive outcomes, influencing
them to complete high school, go to college or
pursue a trade that will better stimulate their
mind, body and soul.  He firmly believes that
youth are given a bad reputation and more
often are not highlighted for the good they do

in the community. 

James is an accomplished speaker and motivator and provides workshops to stu-
dents and adults throughout the city on a variety of topics.  He especially likes
providing youth workshops on career development, effective communication,
dressing to impress, and employment and marketing.

James was recently nominated for the Rochester Business Journal's 40 under 40
Award and Leadership Rochester.  He is currently the Director of Educational
Activities for Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc, and a proud member of Prince Hall
Free and Accepted Masons, Eureka Lodge #36.  He is most proud of his contribu-
tion to the founding of the Rochester Step-Off Educational Foundation. Through
the art of "stepping", this organization was formed to provide youth with a non-tra-
ditional activity leading to completing high school and continuing their education
by attending college.-Stepping is used by African American Fraternity's and
Sororities primarily showcasing their love for one of  the Divine Nine (Alpha Phi
Alpha, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Omega Psi Phi, Delta Sigma Theta, Kappa Alpha Psi,
Phi Beta Sigma, Zeta Phi Beta, Sigma Gamma Rho and Iota Phi Theta)
Organizations in friendly competitions or yard shows on college campuses.

James is associated with the Board of several community organizations including
the Rochester Primary Care Network, Center for Dispute Settlement, Threshold,
Liberty Partnership Program, Rochester Step-Off Educational Foundation.

He has a Bachelor of Science from the State University College at Brockport in
Criminal Justice & African American Studies. He also earned a Master of Science
from the State University College at Buffalo in Adult Education & Human Resource
Development.

James is a member and Deacon of Outreach Temple Church of God in Christ
United where Rufus W. McGee is the founder and Pastor.  In his spare time, he
enjoys watching television, reading, playing Play Station, or spending quality time
at home with friends, family or fraternity Brothers. He is married to the former
Bridgette Jones and has two children James Waters III, and Cortlynne Waters.

----------------

For profiles of other Community Leader s f ea-
tured in our “F ace to the N ame”, visit our

website at www .MinorityR epor ter .net

[If you would like to be featured in our “Face to
the Name”, email a bio and photo to

editor@minorityreporter.net]

PLANNING A PARTY?

EVENTS UNLIMITED PARTY HOUSE
1142 E. Main Street   585-235-4 450

Holida y Parties
Meetings
Socials

Bir thda y Parties
Anniversaries
Church Events

AFFORDABLE SPACE
FOR RENT

Rochester, NY-October 17, 2008

Is your organization looking to make a
difference during the upcoming holiday
season? If so, Hillside Special Santas

can help.

Each year, Hillside Special Santas pro-
vides new gifts, toys, clothing, and gift
cards to youth and families that are in
need. This year, Hillside Special Santas
will help make the holidays brighter for
more than 5,900 youth from 4,000 fami-
lies served by Hillside Family of Agencies.
But, in order to give these gifts, Hillside
Special Santas needs the help of the
community. 

The work that Hillside Special Santas
does would not be as successful without
the support and dedication that the many
individuals, families, students, communi-
ty groups, office groups, religious organi-
zations, and all others provide each year,
says Sally Bohne, Hillside Special Santas
manager.

Bohne notes that groups enjoy connect-
ing with each other by purchasing gifts for
children and families. 

Members of office and community
groups often tell me that collecting gifts
and donating them to Hillside Special
Santas gives them a good feeling
because they know the gifts are being
given to youth and families right here in
our community that is are need,Ã¢Â Â
says Bohne.

Hillside Special Santas offers ideas on
how the groups can best help the youth
and families in need.

We help by giving them ideas for gifts.
Some groups like to shop for gifts, others
prefer gift cards, and some want to
donate cash, which we welcome too, says
Bohne.

A fun way to learn about giving joy to
youth and families in the community this
holiday season is by clicking on the
Hillside Special Santas Reindeer at
Hillside.com. Additionally, group repre-
sentatives can call Hillside Special
Santas at (585) 256-7630 for ideas
about how to get started.

Make a dif ference
this holida y season,
be a Hillside Special Sant a

Floral Boutique Florist
607 West Main Street

Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in 
same location!

Favors for all occasions

Freelance W riter s Wanted 
~ Pay per assignment ~

Call Minority R epor ter at 585-30 1-4199
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County  Executive  Maggie  Brooks
today announced the success of
the Monroe County  Reentry  Task

Force,  a  community  initiative that rec-
ognizes the social,  economic,  and  emo-
tional challenges that offenders face
when they leave  prison,  and  helps
them transition to become productive
members of society.   Brooks  was
joined  at  today’s  announcement  by
Monroe County Sheriff Patrick O’Flynn,
County Public Safety Director Steve
Bowman, County Probation
Administrator  Bob  Burns,  Reentry  Task
Force coordinator Ann Graham, and
Catholic Family Center President and
CEO Carolyn Portanova.

“In  Monroe County, approximately
2,500 people are released every year
from incarceration  and immediately will
struggle to become law-abiding citizens
or  face  returning  to  prison,”  said
County  Executive  Maggie  Brooks.
“Recognizing  that  the  majority  of these
parolees are at high risk to be rearrested
within  those first critical months and
years of their release, we  found  it
absolutely  necessary  to  tackle  this
issue  head-on  and collaborate  with
organizations  across  the community.
Together, we have helped ensure that a
majority of the individuals leaving prison
in our area learn  to  reform  themselves
and not commit another crime that
sends them back.   This  incredible
achievement  is  not only a major suc-
cess for our reentry clients, but helps
ensure the safety of our entire communi-
ty.”

Recent  statewide statistics reveal that
thirty-percent of parolees will be rear-
rested  within  the  first  six  months  of
their release.  That number climbs  to
forty-four  percent  within  one  year and
reaches a staggering sixty-six  percent
by  the  third  year of release.  In 2006,
the New York State  Division  of Criminal
Justice Services awarded grants to com-
munities to create their own local
Reentry Task Forces in order to lower the
rate of recidivism  within the correction-
al system.  Monroe County is one of
twelve task  forces  throughout  the
State  and  administers services to
parolees through a network of 48 mem-
bers and agencies.  Now entering its
third year, the  Monroe  County Reentry
Task Force has managed to reduce the
recidivism rate of reentry clients to just
eleven percent.

At  the annual Reentry Conference held
this week in Rochester, Commissioner
Denise  O’Donnell  of  the  New  York
State  Division  of Criminal Justice
Services lauded the accomplishments of
the Monroe County Reentry Task Force
and  stated that Monroe County could be
used as a model for the rest of the local
task forces in the State.

"Reentry  is a vital component of New
York's criminal justice strategy, and I'm
so  pleased  that  law  enforcement  and
human services professionals through-
out  Rochester and the greater Monroe
County community have embraced this
important work," said Commissioner
O’Donnell. "It's very clear that a return-
ing  offender's ability to adjust to life out-
side prison is linked to his  or her suc-
cess in obtaining housing, securing
employment, dealing with drug  or  alco-
hol  dependency  and  other  health-
related issues. Our local re-entry task
forces are specifically designed to
address those issues in a very  county-
specific  and offender-specific way -
especially when it comes to  providing
therapy  and  treatment that gets at the
root of destructive behaviors - with the
ultimate goal of reducing recidivism,
rebuilding lives and enhancing public
safety."

The work of the Catholic Family Center
has been vital to the success of the
Monroe  County Reentry Task Force.
Through a contract recently approved by
the  Monroe  County  Legislature,
Catholic  Family  Center has assumed
the responsibility  of  coordinating the
reentry program and overseeing the day
to day operations of administering serv-
ices to reentry clients.

"Catholic  Family  Center  is  grateful to
the County of Monroe and the NYS
Division  of  Criminal Justice Services for
their ongoing support and their confi-
dence  in  our  services,"  said Carolyn
Portanova, President & CEO of Catholic
Family  Center.  "We're  also grateful to
our excellent community partners  in
this  effort  to  provide  services that con-
tribute to public safety.   The  Monroe
County  Reentry Task Force is a prime
example of the
good  results  we  accomplish when we
work together – government, communi-
ty agencies, businesses and faith com-
munities – all together toward our com-
mon goal."

Brooks Praises Success
of Monroe County
Reentr y Task Force

The campaign for Democratic State Senate candidate Rick Dollinger Saturday
announced the grand opening of its second campaign office on Thurston Road in
the 19th Ward. The new headquarters were celebrated with a rally of hundreds of
community leaders, activists, and supporters as the campaign continues to build an
unprecedented level of support throughout the city of Rochester. Councilman Adam
McFadden emceed the event, and was joined by Democratic Senate Leader
Malcolm Smith, Assemblyman David Gantt, Councilwoman Lovely Warren and many
other local and statewide Democratic officials.

Rick Dollinger (L) poses with supporters

Assemblyman David Gantt

Democratic Senate Leader Malcolm Smith

Community members gathering for rally
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Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

*
House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

Arts & Enter tainment

Four Tops Star Levi Stubbs Dies
Levi Stubbs, lead singer of legendary Motown band The Four Tops, has died at his
home in Detroit, US, aged 72. The performer, who had suffered ill-health for several
years, passed away in his sleep. 

Abdul Fakir is the only surviving original
member of the group, which has sold more
than 50m records. The Detroit band became
one of Motown Records' biggest successes,
scoring hits including Bernadette and Reach
Out (I'll Be There). Founding members
Lawrence Payton and Obie Benson died in
1997 and 2005 respectively. Audley Smith,
of the Motown Historical Museum, said that
Levi Stubbs had a voice as unique as Marvin
Gaye, Smokey Robinson or Stevie Wonder.
"[He] fits right up there with all the icons of
Motown," he said. Levi Stubbs was born in
1936 in Detroit and met Abdul "Duke" Fakir
at High School.

They met Payton and Benson while singing
at a mutual friend's birthday party.

In 1953, they formed a group called The
Four Aims and signed a deal with Chess
Records. Later they changed their names to
the Four Tops to avoid being confused with
the Ames Brothers. The group signed with

Motown Records in 1963 and produced 20 Top-40 hits over the following 10 years,
making music history with other acts in Berry Gordy's Motown stable. They were
inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1990. Stubbs is survived by his wife
Clineice, five children and 11 grandchildren.

Rochester’s East End has been the cen-
ter of cultural diversity for generations.
In recent years jazz has blended with
rock, Broadway musicals and classical
music to produce exceptional offerings
all along East Avenue. This week cutting-
edge technology partners with Italian
Opera to bring Rochester an incompara-
ble high definition, surround sound expe-
rience at The Little Theatre. 

In a new collaboration with Emerging
Pictures, The Little Theatre steps into
digital programming with the best of
Italian Grand Opera selected from per-
formances recorded all through Italy in
2008. Little moviegoers will have a first-
hand experience of the current interna-
tional opera world without traveling fur-
ther than East Avenue thanks to digital
cinema. The new technology gives opera
aficionados a new and very intimate way
to experience what's happening on
stages all across the world and to
expand their appreciation of operas,
opera companies, directors, conductors
and singers.

The program will be screened twice each
week; on Sundays at noon and again on
Tuesday evenings at 6 pm. First audi-
ences on Sunday viewed LA TRAVIATA

and were enthralled by the exceptional
picture and sound quality. Several audi-
ence members remarked that sitting in
the theatre for a live performance never
gave them such a close-up view of the
opera. The digital technology now avail-
able in Theatre 5 at The Little opens a
new realm of possibilities for education-
al and cultural experiences for the entire
community. 

The series will include opera from the
Teatro alla Scala, the renowned Salzburg
and Glyndebourne festivals in 2008 as
well as new ballet productions from The
Bolshoi and La Scala. Along with Milan's
Teatro alla Scala and Salzburg Festival
presentations, The Little will screen IL
BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA from Venice's La
Fenice, NORMA from Bologna, LADY
MACBETH OF MTSENSK DISTRICT from
Florence's Maggio Musicale, and RIGO-
LETTO from Parma's Verdi Festival. The
2009 season will begin with the live
broadcast of the opening night produc-
tion of La Scala’s DON CARLO. Complete
series schedule is available on The
Little’s website:
www.thelittle.org/opera_series.php

International Opera Comes to Eas t End

Jennif er Kilb urn

585-278-0896     charmedcircle1969@yahoo.com

Rochester, N.Y., October 23, 2008 – To
coincide with its production of
Frost/Nixon, Geva Theatre Center is
delighted to announce that James
Reston, Jr., author of The Conviction of
Richard Nixon: The Untold Story of the
Frost/Nixon Interviews will make a series
of appearances at Geva and in the
Rochester area from October 27 through
October 30. 

The Conviction of Richard Nixon was the
basis for Peter Morgan’s award winning
play, Frost/Nixon, a fast-paced and com-
pelling look at one of the most celebrat-
ed television interviews in history in
which Reston features as a major char-
acter. Universal Pictures purchased the
rights to Reston’s book for its major
motion picture of Frost/Nixon, starring
Frank Langella, Michael Sheen and
Kevin Bacon which has been directed by
Ron Howard and will be released in cine-
mas nationwide in December.

In 1976 – 1977, James Reston, Jr. was
David Frost’s Watergate advisor for the
famous Frost/Nixon interviews seen by
57 million people world-wide. Reston is
the author of thirteen books, three plays
and numerous articles in national maga-
zines such as The New Yorker, Vanity
Fair, Time, the New York Times
Magazine, Smithsonian, Esquire,
American Theatre, Playboy, and Rolling
Stone.

Tuesday, October 28   
THE BREAKING OF RICHARD NIXON 

Post-performance discussion in the
Mainstage 

Following the 6pm performance of
Frost/Nixon on Tuesday, October 28,
James Reston, Jr. will describe his role
as David Frost's Watergate advisor dur-
ing the famous 1977 Frost/Nixon inter-
views.  He will reflect on riveting high
points of the interviews and address the
metaphor of the play as it subtly links
the demise and exile of Richard Nixon to

the coming situation of the Bush post-
presidency. The discussion will be mod-
erated by Pulitzer Prize winner David Cay
Johnston. Mr. Reston's book will be avail-
able for purchase and signing.   

This event is free and exclusive to tick-
etholders for any performance of
Frost/Nixon.

Wednesday, October 29, 5:30 - 7:00pm 
INSIGHT LECTURE IN THE MAINSTAGE

James Reston, Jr. will describe his role
as David Frost's Watergate advisor dur-
ing the famous 1977 Frost/Nixon inter-
views. He will screen and reflect on rivet-
ing high points of the interviews. Mr.
Reston's book will be available for pur-
chase and signing.  

This event is free and open to the public.  

In addition to these events at Geva
which also include a post show discus-
sion with students following the October
30th student matinee performance of
Frost/Nixon, Mr. Reston will be signing
copies of his book at Barnes & Noble in
Pittsford on Monday, October 27th at
7pm and will be lecturing to students
and faculty at St. John Fisher College on
Tuesday, October 28th and visiting SUNY
Geneseo for a lecture to a joint class of
communications and political science
students and faculty on Wednesday,
October 29th.

Frost/Nixon, in the Geva Mainstage
October 21 – November 16, is a co-pro-
duction with Repertory Theatre of St.
Louis and Geva is the first regional the-
atre on the East Coast to stage this
award-winning play.   Frost/Nixon is co-
produced by Oppenheimer Funds, Inc.
and Dawn & Jacques Lipson, M.D.

For further information on these events,
please contact the box office at  (585)
232-Geva.

MEET JAMES RESTON, JR.
David Fros t's Watergate advisor for the 19 77 inter -

views and author of The Con viction of Ric hard Nix on,
the basis for F ros t/Nix on.

Advertising Sales Positions Available.
Must be outgoing, personable and dependable
Call Minority R epor ter 585-301-4199
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Tampa, FL: Marvin Winans Jr., best-
known as a member of Winans Phase
2 in the late 1990s, has just released
his first solo CD “Image of a Man” on his
own M2 Entertainment label. The
Pop/R&B-flavored CD just debuted at
#10 on the Billboard gospel album sales
chart. Although, he's happy for its suc-
cess; he’s not celebrating yet. "Our goal
is, and always has been Top 10
Pop/Mainstream charts,” he explains.
We won't stop until we get there. There
are millions and millions of people who
have not heard the music and we want
to introduce everyone to it! We get
encouraged when we hear stories about
kids who know every single word of the
first single, `You Never Let Me Down.’
The responses to it are so emotionally
diverse! Some hear the song and
become totally elated dancing with huge
smiles and others literally, well-up and
cry. I'm excited and really
encouraged...that's why we have to keep
pushing! This is just the beginning, no
time to celebrate yet. I want the world to
hear the song, and then...just maybe, it
will be time to celebrate!”

The music video for “You Never Let Me
Down” will premiere on a major music
network in the next few weeks and the

industry is buzzing about the song.”Very
cool tune and everyone I've let hear it
thinks its a hit,” says Kenny Fowler, the
music director at Power 98 FM in
Spanish Port, AL.

The project was carefully-crafted to
appeal to fans of  Chris Brown, the Jonas
Brothers and Alicia Keys.“Image of a
Man is really just an in depth look at
what a man is and what a man is sup-
posed to be,”  
says Winans. “I think people are search-
ing for who they are and what their pur-
pose is in this life.” Instead of preaching
to the choir, Winans is positioning this
slick pop project towards a non-
churched audience. He says, “I’ve got to
share my message with world.”

The son of gospel stars Marvin Winans
Sr. and Vickie Winans, Winans got his
start with the group Phase 2. Their first
CD We Got Next debuted at #1 on
Billboard’s gospel charts in 1999 and
sold over 300,000 units. He founded M2
Entertainment in 2000 and has pro-
duced a number of artists, including his
famous mom. Aside from his own pro-
duction skills, the fourteen-song Image
of a Man CD features production by
Rodney Jerkins (Michael Jackson,
Beyonce), Noel “Detail” Fisher (Akon,
Ray J) and rising star producer, David
Garcia.  
Jerkins produced the Caribbean-styled
radio single “You Never Let Me Down.”
Perfect for summer drives down the
expressway with the rooftop down,
Winans and Jerkins have crafted a feel
good anthem. "It’s the joy you feel when
you know that you have someone with
you that will never fail you, never let you
fall, never let you down,” says Winans.  

MARVIN WINANS JR. IS NOT CELEBRATING
THAT NEW SOLO CD “IMAGE OF A MAN”
HAS DEBUTED IN TOP 10

(ROCHESTER, NY) – The Rochester com-
munity came out in full force today to
show their support for the inclusion of a
Performing Arts Center in the
Renaissance Square Project.  The
Rochester Broadway Theatre League
(RBTL) hosted a rally at the Auditorium
Theatre which included live performanc-
es from the SOTA (School of the Arts)
Singers, and testimonials from local stu-
dents and teachers.  Guest speakers
also included Don Jeffries - RBTL, Arnie
Rothschild - RBTL and Mark Aesch -
RGRTA, all key persons in the Ren
Square efforts.  

The RBTL, who currently owns and oper-
ates the Auditorium Theatre, backs the
project whole-heartedly.  “We’re in,” said
RBTL President and CEO Don Jeffries.
“RBTL fully supports the construction of
a new Performing Arts Center at
Renaissance Square.  It’s a once in a
lifetime opportunity to revitalize down-
town and provide a substantial econom-
ic impact for the community.”

Rally attendees varied from RBTL sub-
scribers, volunteers and sponsors, to
students involved in RBTL’s Education
Programs and community members who

simply believe in the project.
Rochester’s radio groups, who
announced on Monday their collabora-
tion with the Ren Square efforts, were
also in attendance.

“We were blown away by the turnout,”
said newly re-appointed RBTL Board
Chairman Arnie Rothschild.  “Today’s
event couldn’t have been better.  Having
the community’s support at the rally
reaffirmed our hope of a Performing Arts
Center at Ren Square.”  The project
needs an additional $55 million to com-
plete the Theater portion.  The college
and bus terminal funds have been
raised.

Those in attendance sported t-
shirts and buttons with a new logo,
“There’s No Business Without Show
Business” (modeled after the famil-
iar ‘Annie Get Your Gun’ tune), and
showed their support for the down-
town Performing Arts Center by
signing the online petit ion at
www.renaissancesquare.net.  Rally
supporter Karen Dwyer stated
“Rochester deserves this, and I
hope that our elected off icials will
f ind a way to make it happen.”

COMMUNITY MEMBERS RALLY IN 
SUPPORT OF RENAISSANCE SQUARE 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

“A bizarre sensation per vades a relationship of pre -
tense. N o truth seems true. A sim ple morning's greeting
and response appear loaded with innuendo and fraught
with im plications. Eac h nicety becomes more s terile and

each withdra wal more permanent.”
~Maya Angelou
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OCTOBER

EVERY SUNDAY
Guided Tour (walking/van): 175
Years Rochester.
Freedom Trail/ Underground
Railroad: Stations and Conductors
InvestigatingDouglass Papers, John
Brown, Green Shields, Austin
Steward, HarriettTubman, Post's
home, Hester Jeffry and Ida Wells-
Barton.
Sunday 11 - 2PM, All year
Tour leaves from Washington
Square Park, 80 Woodbury
Boulevard, 14604.
Admission: $30/$20 for walking
tour; $50/35 f or van tour.
www.RochesterTour.org
(585) 461-8336

22
The Department of Anthropology at
the University of Rochester will
sponsor the 2008 Lewis Henry
Morgan Lecture "The Other African
Americans: Racial Stigma, Ethnicity
and the Hidden Social Curriculum
of the University" presented by J.
Lorand Matory, Professor of
Anthropology and African & African
American Studies, Harvard
University.
Public Lecture 7:00 PM, Lander
Auditorium, Hutchison, River
Campus, University of Rochester
Free and Open to the Public.

24
Interested in Senior 55+ affordable
housing? Come view the brand new
St. Salome two-bedroom patio
home at 4210 Culver Road on
Friday, October 24, 2008 during an
open house from 4 p.m.- 6:30 p.m.
Parking is available in the adjacent
St. Salome church parking lot.
Applications will be available at the
door or by calling Jim or Marlene at:
321-3420.

25
Please join us for a great evening
as Dr. Joy E Anderson Radiation
Oncologist, takes us into discussion
on cancer awareness and listening
to our body, followed by Women of
Color (WOC), a phenomenal African
American cancer support group of
cancer survivors sharing their testi-
monies in a stage production. You
will leave with the knowledge,
strength, and faith that God wants
you to have in order live a strong
spiritual and healthy life.
5:00 - 7:00 pm, Mt. Vernon Baptist
church, 351 Joseph Avenue
Women of Color Play
Written by: Katherine McGill & WOC
Directed by: Katherine McGill
(UPAC). Refreshments will be
served. For more information: Call
Annie Reed at Gilda's Club at 423-
9700 ext: 302

25
Join The Rochester Blackstorytelling
League as its members share
"DOWN HOME STORIES"
Folk Tales, Family Tales, Tall Tales,
History Tales, Scary Tales
at The Laura Mims McCree Home
616 Genesee St
Rochester, New York
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Fun, Laughter, Door Prizes,
Refreshments

27
Join us for the October Meeting of
Holistic Moms Rochester West.
We'll host a roundtable discussion:
Intro to Holistic Living 101
Let's debunk the myth that living
green is difficult or I'm not holistic
enough! Bring an item to discuss
that has been helpful to you in your
holistic journey.

We'll gather Monday October 27,
2008 from 6:30-8:30pm at the
Community Christian Church at
2647 Chili Ave, Rochester, NY
14624. Come See What Holistic
Moms is All About!

This is a free event. HMN embraces
families of all heritages, back-
grounds and traditions!
www.holisticmoms.org
hmnrochesterwest@gmail.com
260-7916

27
The Urban League of Rochester is
currently recruiting Minority and
Women Owned Construction
Companies and/ or Commercial
Cleaning Businesses for its Small
Business Expansion program.  

The program will provide small, pri-
marily minority and/or women
owned construction and commer-
cial cleaning businesses with tech-
nical assistance and workshops on
such topics as marketing, account-
ing, bid preparation and submis-
sion, and planning for and manag-
ing business expansion.  A revolving
loan fund will be available to help
participating businesses to access
the capital they need to compete
for contracts.
The classes will be held from 6 to 8
PM beginning on Monday, October
27, 2008 at the Urban League of
Rochester's main office at 265
North Clinton Avenue.  During the
meeting we will explain how your
business can be part of this new
and exciting opportunity. 

For more information or to register
for the meeting please contact
Christopher Clarke, 
Program Coordinator, at
cclarke@ulr.org or 325-6530 ext.
3035.

29
On Wednesday, October 29 the Red
Cross is calling all young profession-
als under 40 to join us for a Mix &
Mingle from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the
Greater Rochester Red Cross, 50
Prince St. Learn more about volun-
teer, networking and leadership
opportunities through the American
Red Cross. Get involved in the com-
munity, connect with local compa-
nies and other professionals, and
meet new people. Bring a friend or
come alone…just don’t miss it!
Wine and hors d'oeuvres will be
served compliments of MediSked,
Constellation Brands, and Lake
Beverage. For more information and
to RSVP call 585-241-4420 or visit
us online at
www.RochesterRedCross.org. 

30

Earn your dreams...
ConServe has been recovering educa-
tional debt since 1985 and has imme-
diate openings for Debt Counselors. 

"ConServe has been my employer for
more than 5 years.  I began working
here part time while I was still in high
school.  When I started working for
ConServe there were 42 employees
and now we have over 300!  Due to

their lucrative bonus structure and my
dedication and commitment to my
career at ConServe, I was recently
able to purchase my first home."

~Jeff, Debt Counselor 

If you are looking for work/lif e balance,
great compensation, and the satisfac-
tion of being rewarded for hard work
send your resume by either email to

pkent@conserve-arm.com or by fax to
(585)598-6131.

ConServe is an Equal Opportunity Employer
(EOE) and a Drug Free Workplace.

CLASSIFIED CALENDAR 

www.slmmortgageandbusinessservices.com

The Monroe County Department of
Public Health Immunization
Program will offer free flu shot clin-
ics, 9 a.m. -- 1 p.m., Thurs., Oct. 30
and Thurs., Nov. 20 at the
Rochester Public Market Office,
280 N. Union St. Individuals should
supply their insurance card. Those
not insured may request free serv-
ice. 

Flu shots will be offered on a first
come-first serve basis. Those who
are most vulnerable during the flu
season are encouraged to partici-
pate. Please call the Rochester
Public Market Office, 428-6907 for
more information. 

31
You are invited to an exciting week-
end of jazz at the Clarion Riverside
Hotel featuring groups led by drum-
min' good friends Sylvia Cuenca
and Jeff "Tain" Watts.  Celebrating
the third anniversary of the Exodus
To Jazz series, the two-show week-
end (Friday, Oct. 31st and
Saturday, Nov. 1st) features some
of the most prominent artists on
today's jazz scene including native
son Joe Locke.
The two-show "Weekend" ticket rep-
resents additional value for what
promises to be wonderful enter-
tainment.  For more fun among
friends, wear a mask on Friday,
Oct. 31 to join the "Frightful Mug"
competition (prizes - ETJ gift certifi-
cates and CDs).
Call (585) 733-7685 for more info.

31
A Public Hearing will be held by the
Monroe County Office for the Aging,
on Friday, October 31, 2008 from
8:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the
DoubleTree Inn, 1111 Jefferson
Road, Rochester, NY 14623.  A
continental breakfast will be
served at 8:45 a.m., with the
Hearing beginning promptly at 9:30
a.m.  The topic is “NY Connects – A
Progress Report.”  All interested
persons may offer comments
regarding NY Connects or any other
topic related to aging programs
and services at that time.  Persons
unable to attend may send written
comments to the Office for the
Aging, 435 East Henrietta Road,
Rochester, NY 14620, ATTN: Public
Hearing, by October 24, 2008.

NOVEMBER

1
The Casa Italiana at Nazareth
College celebrates 30 years of cul-
tural pride in the community with a
gala honoring those who have
demonstrated a commitment to
the Casa’s mission of appreciating
and celebrating the Italian and
Italian American experience. The
gala will take place on November
1, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. 
at the Rochester Riverside
Convention Center. This special
black-tie optional event will
acknowledge the Colaruotolo
Family as honorary chairpersons,
and remember Co-Executive
Director of Casa Italiana Angelo
Chiarella, who recently passed
away. The gala will also recognize

families who have established
new scholarships. Tickets are
still available and include a
champagne reception, dinner,
and music by Marco Amedeo
Unlimited. For more information,
call Casa Italiana at (585) 389-
2466.

3
Black Solidarity Day: "State of
the Black Union" Address
Here intellectual students repre-
sent historical or key figures
within American politics present
interesting perspectives on the
black family structure, educa-
tion, and the 2008 Elections.
Some students will represent
the ideals of Bill Cosby, Attorney
Violette Anderson,
Congresswoman Stephanie
Tubbs-Jones, Professor Cornel
West, and many others. This pro-
gram serves as an educational
endeavor and engaging enter-
tainment. 

When: Monday, November 3,
2008
Time: 7:00pm 
Location: Hutchinson Hall,
Hubbell Auditorium of the
University of Rochester Campus. 
For driving and parking direc-
tions, please contact Ashley N.
Anderson at
ana92787@gmail.com.

3
Moving Beyond Racism Book
Discussion:  “Read or Not” -
“Dialogue Builds Community”
Black Indians:  A Hidden
Heritage by William Loren Katz
Monday, November 3rd  - 7-
8:30pm - Barnes & Noble
Pittsford Plaza - Upstairs
Community Room - Free 
Info:  872-6276

5
The members of United Way's
Howard Wilson Coles Leadership
Giving Society cordially invite you
to a dinner celebrating the com-
mencement of the 2008 United
Way African American
Leadership Development
Program.
The graduation for the 2008
class will be held on Wednesday,
November 5, 2008, The Hyatt
Regency Hotel, 125 East Main
Street, Rochester, NY 14604,
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Tickets
are $40 per person (585) 242-
6556

21
Having the opportunity to taste
over 500 wines and sample deli-
cious appetizers right out of the
pages of the area’s premier culi-
nary magazine has never helped
so many Rochester students as
they will on Friday, November 21,
when the Hillside Work-
Scholarship Connection Wine &
Food Festival Hosted by
Wegmans. 
The event takes place at the
Robert Wegman Conference
Center at 200 Market Street in
Rochester from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m.,
Tickets for the event are $50 per

person and are available
at any Wegmans “That’s
the Ticket” location.
Those individuals wish-

“My poetr y, I think ,
has become the
way of my giving
out what music is
within me.”

~Countee Cullen

ing to purchase tickets must be 21
years old with proof of age to
enter.Contact Christie Englehart at
(585) 256-7660.

21-23
The RMSC Women's Council pres-
ents their 38th annual Holiday
Bazaar Arts & Crafts Sale on:
Friday, November 21,
5:00–9:00pm
Saturday, November 22,
9:30am–5:00pm
Sunday, November 23,
11:00am–4:00pm
Admission is $4 for one day; $7 for
two days; free for children 12 and
under. Special $2 admission for
RMSC members on Friday night.
Proceeds from this major annual
fundraiser benefit the Rochester
Museum & Science Center. (585)
697-1944

22
From 12 Noon until 5 P.M.
Village Gate-Second Floor
274 North Goodman Street
Rochester, New York 14607
Contact/Sponsor-Marie
Rivers/Mood Makers Books-585-
271-7010

There will be Vendors,
Entertainment, Kwanzaa
Demonstrations and Fun!
Bring the whole family and shop
until you drop! 
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