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Favors for all occasions

In addition to having access to so-called
mainstream news publications, it is so
important now during this historic 2008
Presidential Election Campaign, per-
haps moreso than ever before, for peo-
ple everywhere to better understand
the importance and value of r eading
credible publications that truthfully and
accurately address significant cultural,
religious, political and social activism
issues -- significant issues that impact
not only our national and local govern -
ment entities and policies, but issues
which, in turn, ultimately affect our
daily quality of life.

In Dave McCleary's article "Rochester
Continuing A L egacy of African
American Publishers", (October 13,
2007), he reinforced my personal con-
viction about how critical it is for
African American Citizens in particular
all across our nation to document,
maintain, share and preserve "our own
voice" in our local and national media.

This article masterfully preserves the
"legacy" of pioneer writers, editors and
publishers who paved the way for
establishing some of our first local ven-
ues for "telling our stories" our way in
our beloved City of Rochester and also
attributes well-deserved credit to pres-
ent-day outstanding local writers, edi-
tors and publishers who remain com-
mitted to empowering the R ochester
African American community with
"accurately reported real truth news".  

It is a reality that in order "to know
where we're going", we need to
"remember where we came from".  In
this vein, let us never forget the contri -
butions made by past and present
African American Print Media Giants,
including gr eat Americans like
Frederick Douglass and Gerrit Smith

(North Star Newspaper/Liberty Party
Paper), Howard Wilson Coles and Joan
Coles Howard (Frederick Douglass
Voice), John Russwurm and Samuel
Cornish (Freedom's Journal), Frank B.
Willis (Communicade), James M. and
Carolyne Blount (About Time
Magazine), Ed Moss (The Pride of
Rochester), Buffalo Assemblyman
Arthur O . Eve, Barbara Al-Nisa Banks
and Other Individuals (The Buffalo
Challenger), David and Pauline
McCleary and Joan Coles Howard
(Minority Reporter).  To help ensure
that this "local legacy" continues, we
need to share this priceless history with
many, many more people, especially
with those in our immediate cir cles, our
families and friends, our youth and sen-
iors, our faith community , our local
government officials, our other br others
and sisters of non-African American
descent, and our local mainstream
media.  

"Rochester Continuing a Legacy of
African American Publishers" --  We
dare not  limit ourselves to preserving
just this "legacy".  "Knowledge is power"
and reading can be very informative
and even enjoyable.  So, just as impor-
tantly, we must assume another impor-
tant mandate as an individual and col-
lective responsibility -- we must strive
harder and consistently to motivate
more literate people to read good pub-
lications.  We should also make it a very
high priority commitment to help those
who cannot r ead to learn to read
through active involvement in viable lit -
eracy initiatives.  Consider this as a mes-
sage worth "passing on" -- a "Literacy
Call-To-Action" challenge worth pursu -
ing here in our beloved Rochester, New
York.

Rev. Gwendolyn Dorsey

School Budget
Lacks Sufficient
Resour ces for
Classr ooms
Cynthia Elliott, Commissioner ,
Rochester Boar d of Education
May 23, 2008

As the dissenting vote on the adopted
2008-09 Rochester City School District
budget, I had the opportunity as a
member of the Finance Committee, to
delve into the details of a more than
$682 million budget. My analysis of the
budget revealed in part that less than
$12 million of the budget is allocated
for supplies and other materials for the
classroom.  And, unfortunately , only $3
million of the $12 million is allocated
for textbooks. 

When I visit schools, one of the first crit-
icisms I hear from principals and teach-
ers is the lack of instructional supplies
and materials for the classroom. They
find themselves having to buy these
resources using their own personal
resources. Further, I am constantly told
by parents that their children have no
textbooks. This is an issue of extreme
significance since I would argue that
most taxpayers believe that with an
annual budget of $682 million, no class-
room would lack any r esources.

It is generally accepted that 70% of any
budget is allocated for personnel costs.
The District is no different. Out of $682
million, the District spends $479 million
on salary and other compensation. I
would argue that some of these costs
appear irresponsible and should be
reallocated to provide additional fund -
ing to the classrooms. 

For example, paying secretaries an
annual salary of $50,000- $90,000
which is clearly above the market rate;
paying overtime to teachers to teach
after school when they have been inef-
fective during the day; paying District
employees up to $25,000 for unused
sick time upon separation and entering
into contracts with vendors for political
favors without the benefit of a compet -
itive process. Historically, these prac-
tices have been common.  It has been
more about how much money individ -
uals could receive than about the edu-
cation of our childr en.

However, I am encouraged to note that
Superintendent Brizard will implement
school-based budgeting for the 2009-10
school year where schools will be able to
have greater control of their own finan -
cial resources. This initiative is one
approach that could incr ease the level of
resources for classrooms and corre-
spondingly increase the level of academ-
ic achievement. We must wait and see.

Rochester Continuing
a Legacy of A frican
American Publishers

Send us your pr ess r eleases, letters
and events. Email to:

events@MinorityR eporter .net
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by Kevin R. Scott

In 2007 over 400 cases of lead poison-
ing were reported in Monr oe County.
Despite Rochester’s two year old lead
abatement law more than 90% of the
reported cases were from within the city
limits. Although the number of inci -
dences has decreased by 65% since
2002, lead poisoning is still at epidemic
proportions.

Health risks attached to exposure to
lead include elevated blood levels of a
known neur otoxin, causing permanent
brain damage, learning delays, aggres-
sive behavior and even violence.

Disparities exist statewide, affecting pri-
marily urban areas and minority popu-
lations, particularly those in the black
community. Out of 1,621 zip codes in
the state, 36 zip codes accounted for 41
percent of new lead poisoning outside
of New York City. Those high-risk areas
were in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse
and Albany. 

Is race a factor? According to a study
conducted by the Empir e Justice Center,
“Lead poisoning may be color blind, but
it is by no means an “equal opportunity”
menace. Although lead-based paint can
poison any child, regardless of race or
ethnicity, the shameful truth is that in
New York State lead-paint hazards pose
a far greater threat to Black and Latino
children than to their White, non -Latino
counterparts.”

Outside of New York City, a Black child
under age five in our state is 8.5 times
more likely to live in a neighborhood
linked to high incidences of lead poi-
soning than is a White, non-Latino
child.

Unfortunately the overall (i.e.
statewide) drop in the incidence rate
for lead poisoning has not been reflect-
ed in the high risk areas now populated
by minority childr en.

A state bill sponsored by Joe Robach in
the Senate and David Gantt in the
Assembly would identify the top 30
high-risk areas in the state, require pre-
vention plans for those communities,
increase the amount of information
available to the public and offer tax
credits for homeowners for lead hazard
reduction. While the bill has passed the
Assembly, it remains stuck in committee
in the Senate. 

“We need Joe Robach to aggressively
push this bill. It for the protection of our
children and those most vulnerable in
our community ,” Gantt said.

It’s reported that during the first half of
the 20th century, houses were often
painted with pur e lead mixed with lin -
seed oil, resulting in the high concentra-
tion of poisoning in older city neighbor -
hoods. Young lives are literally on the line
and the problem won’t go away without
strong leadership from state leaders.

What can the community do to
protect its children? Aside from com-
prehensive inspection of older deterio-
rating structures and health profession-
als ensuring that all children between
the ages of 12-24 months be tested for
lead, urgency in passing legislation to
protect residents in higher risk commu-
nities must become a priority. 

The Childhood Lead Poisoning Primary
Prevention and Safe Housing Act is a bill
that has been passed in the State
Assembly but remains unapproved by
the State Senate. The legislation would
establish a series of lead paint poisoning
prevention measures, including an annu-
al, maximum tax credit worth $1,500 per
property owner and $5,000 per taxpayer
for lead reduction remedial efforts, a
screening process for children and preg-
nant women who ar e at the most risk,
and the creation of guidelines by the
Health Department to effectively inspect
for lead poisoning conditions.

As previously reported by the Minority
Reporter, the Greater Rochester Health
Foundation announced its awar ds of
more than $2 million over thr ee years to
three agencies to eliminate childhood
lead poisoning in Rochester by 2010.
The Coalition to Prevent Lead
Poisoning will receive $100,000 to fund
broad communications initiatives
throughout the community to incr ease
the knowledge of parents, expectant
parents, and property owners in high-
risk neighborhoods, as well as the com-
munity-at-large, about the risks of lead
poisoning to young childr en and how to
protect their families. 

The City of Rochester Bureau of
Housing & Project Development has
been awarded $1.5 million to fund the
Lead Safe Homes Program. This pro-
gram will pr ovide grants to property
owners within a targeted area of zip
code 14621 to undertake repairs need-
ed to reduce lead paint threats in their
homes. Action for a Better Community,
Inc. has been awarded $380,000 over
three years for a Lead Resource Center
that will include hands- on support to
guide families on how to asses the lead
risk in their home and actively help
property owners apply for available
funding to remediate lead risks.

“We feel very confident that these three
programs will have the impact neces-
sary to help reduce the threat of lead
poisoning to our community’s chil -
dren,” says GRHF President and CEO,
John Urban.

Moreover, lead poisoning is a preventa-
ble plague. Locally we are making
strides by working to strengthen local,
state and federal laws that address lead
hazards, but much too slowly and with -
out a substantive outcry from the com-
munity. Most of the children affected
live in neighborhoods far fr om those
where most legislators dwell.

Lead P oisoning Dispr oportionate
Among Blacks and L atinos

Governor David A . Paterson today
announced the signing of legisla-
tion to allow criminal punish -

ment of threats made through the dis-
play of nooses. The bill classifies the dis-
play of a noose to harass or threaten a
bias victim as a felony punishable by up
to four years in prison. At the same time,
the Governor called for additional legis -
lation to strengthen the law even fur-
ther.

"It is sad that in these modern times
there remains a need to address the
problem of individuals who use nooses
as a means of threat and intimidation,"
said Governor Paterson. "But it is a real-
ity, and if we ignore it we would be
derelict in our duty. The Legislature has
given voice to the revulsion that such
incidents inspire in all of us."

In the wake of the highly publicized
"Jena 6" incident in 2006, there have
been an increased number of incidents
around the country in which individuals
have used nooses as a means of intimi-
dation. Last October, then-Lieutenant
Governor Paterson described such
behavior as a "blight," and called the
noose "a symbol of one of the darkest
and most evil chapters of American his-
tory; a painful reminder of the thou -
sands of lynchings of black men, women
and children that took place after the
Civil War through many decades of the
20th century."

Senator Dean Skelos, the prime sponsor
of the bill in the Senate, said: "We can-
not stand by while our fellow New
Yorkers are subjected to threats and
intimidation thr ough display of historic
symbols of hatred. This legislation sends
a message that we will not tolerate the
display of a noose, any more than we
would that of a swastika or a burning
cross, to intimidate others."

Assemblyman Joseph Lentol, the prime
sponsor of the bill in the Assembly, said:
"New Yorkers have been shocked by
incidents in which nooses were used to
terrorize. Thugs who are inclined to
engage is such vile conduct will now

have to think twice, and if they persist,
they are on notice that they will be pun -
ished appropriately."

Even as he signed the bill Governor
Paterson noted that the legislation con-
tains flaws that need to be addressed.
Indeed, the problems with the law affect
not just the provisions governing the
placement of nooses, but also similar
provisions passed in 2006 prohibiting
the use of swastikas as a means of intim-
idation.

The current crime of Aggravated
Harassment in the First Degree applies
to conduct committed with intent to
harass, annoy, threaten or alarm a vic-
tim chosen for reasons of bias. The con-
duct already covered includes the dis-
play of swastikas on real property with -
out the permission of the property
owner, and also the burning of crosses.
This bill adds the display of a noose on
real property, without the permission of
the property owner, and makes such
conduct a class E felony.

Governor Paterson called upon the
Legislature to eliminate the statute's lim-
itation to victims chosen on the basis of
their "race, color, national origin, ances-
try, gender, religion, religious practice,
age, disability or sexual orientation,"
since such intimidating conduct should
be punished regardless of a victim's
background. In addition, he called for
elimination of the pr ovision that would
allow a property owner to give permis -
sion for a swastika or noose to be dis-
played for an intimidating purpose.

Governor Paterson said: "Those who
engage in these types of despicable acts
amply demonstrate their complete dis-
regard for human decency, and we
should not let them escape punishment
by claiming that their motivation was
unrelated to the race or religion of their
victims, or that the building owner had
given them permission to undertake
such acts of intimidation. The
Legislature should act immediately to
close these gaps in our law."

Noose not allowed
to be hung in NYS

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director
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STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Much has been said and lots of
tributes deservingly paid to
our Veterans in recent days.

They are due far more respect than
collectively given. Honor should be
paid daily for the sacrifices they give
to assure us the freedoms we have,
something I believe many of us take
for granted. As one person recently
noted on a Blog "it is politicians who
start wars and soldiers who go fight
them."

All soldiers are someone's son, daugh-
ter, husband or wife. Coming together
with family and friends on Memorial
Day to enjoy the Bar-B-Que, ham-
burgers and hot dogs is a good thing;
recognizing why we have the day off
is also important. There are many
who left the comfort of their homes
and family to go fight for the freedom
we enjoy in this country. Some make
the return trip home in a coffin. Some
return home minus their limbs and
emotional stability they left with. 

Far too many have to fight for servic-
es, jobs, housing, and health care in
particular, upon their r eturn. The fail-
ure of our government to pr otect and
serve our Veterans is mind boggling.
Just how does a Veteran wind up
homeless or unable to support his
family once the sacrifice for this coun-
try has been made and he or she sur-
vived? Just how does that happen? 

Somewhere between oversight,
incompetence, budget constraints
and caring, they fall through the
cracks and become invisible to many
of us. Some are family members we
just write off, and forget about.
Something needs to be done to assure
that when our sons and daughters
return to their homes from war, they
have the support, resources and jobs
they deserve.

Our government owes them this if no
one else. The depth and burden of
some issues many of our Veterans
come home with ar e far more than
some families can handle and are ill
prepared to deal with. Space will not
allow me to mention the numer ous
horror stories that I am personally
aware of, depicting the mistreatment
and services unavailable to those hav-
ing risked their lives for us.

When I look at all of the young folks
who are healthy and capable of work-
ing but are living the life of luxury on
welfare, I fail to see why services to
Veterans seemingly and oft times fall
through the cracks. 

Why is it the sacrifices Veterans have
made are not a priority in many
instances?  The treatment of many
reminds me of those infamous one
night stands some engage in, "Bip

Bam, Thank you Ma'am." Now you
are dismissed.

On paper, and in much legislation,
Veterans are allegedly prioritized for a
number of things. Employment pref-
erence in the civil service arena, in
government jobs is one of them.
However, the reality is that those with
the responsibility to enforce Veteran
preferences sometimes fail to do so.  

Personally when I have an applicant
who produces a DD-214, his/her dis-
charge papers, they not only make it
to the center of my radar screen, but I
then begin to fight for them much lik e
they did for me. I don't win every bat -
tle, but I refuse not to fight for them
because I recognize that like many
politicians' sons and daughters, they
could have found a way not to risk
their lives. It is appalling and outra-
geous, to say the least, how this coun-
try has historically treated its Veterans.
That needs to change.

The Monroe County Freedom Trail
Commission, under the leadership of
Dr. David Anderson, is worthy of a
mention because of its continued
efforts to raise awareness, and edu-
cate our community r egarding Blacks
who fought in all W ars, the Civil War
in particular. Some young folks and
adults are clueless and may not recog-
nize how important the annual cer e-
mony they hold at the Mt. Hope
Cemetery is. We all stand on their
shoulders and we all should partici-
pate in any opportunity to discover
how and why when we can. 

Only genealogists or those who have
a sense of their family history may
know they possibly had "Buffalo
Soldiers" as a part of their ancestry.
Even if you are not a lover of history
and books, renting the movie "Glory
Road," the story based on much truth
regarding the "Fighting 54th Calvary,"
might be a great introduction to what
Buffalo Soldiers endured. I guarantee
it will help to raise self-awareness and
self-esteem in some folks who may
have issues with either. 

The Buffalo Soldiers' willingness to
fight for freedoms they themselves
had not personally secured is more
than noteworthy, and something to
take pride in. Their history and deter -
mination to fight har d for a country
that deemed them less than second
class citizens will seldom be found in
history books. If interested, I will let
you conduct your own r esearch to
discover why they were called
"Buffalo Soldiers."

It has been mentioned, and I will
repeat, we are all standing on some-
one else's shoulders. We each have a
personal responsibility to discover
who and why that is. The freedom we
are so proud of and oft times take for
granted has been protected all along
by a group of people we call
"Veterans."  

Many did not make it home to cele-
brate Memorial Day with their fami -
lies. You don't have to wait until May .
The next time you see a Veteran or
are introduced to one, thank them
for their sacrifice. It is their bent,
sometimes broken shoulders we also
stand on.

Shoulders W e Stand On

by Roland Martin,
CNN Contributor

I wanted to watch Fox and Friends this
morning to see how they handled the
Rev. John Hagee story and talk about
an utter joke.

"Anchor" Steve Doocy wimped out on
the issue, clearly not wanting to be as
adamant against Hagee's statements as
he was against the Rev. Jeremiah
Wright.

Instead of playing Hagee's actual audio
of him saying God sent Hitler to hunt
the Jews, Doocy chose to soften the
blow by saying a Hagee sermon in the
1990s that "Adolf Hitler was sent to per-
secute the Jews on God's behalf."

Listen to what he said and it's much
more egregious than that. Doocy
knows it, but he didn't want to actually
play the audio for fear of angering his
conservative, Bible thumping audi -
ence.

When political analyst John Avalon
talked about Hagee turning into
McCain's "Rev. Wright," Doocy
launched into his perspective that the
two are vastly different, laying out why
they aren't the same by saying Hagee
didn't marry McCain, baptize his kids,
etc. He threw in that other mainstream
media outlets advance the notion that
they are the same. 

Doocy's explanation of why they are
different is straight from the talking
points memo of the McCain camp. Way
to think for yourself, Steve.

And then when A valon said both
Hagee and Wright say things that are
offensive to many Americans, Doocy is
quick to run away fr om Hagee again by
bringing up William A yers, a Chicago
man who was a part of a radical group
years ago that blew up federal build-
ings years ago.

So the discussion was supposed to be
about Hagee, and Doocy couldn't r esist
the right wing talking points of focusing
on Ayers. 

"Why hasn't more been made of that?"
Doocy said.

At least Avalon was willing to talk about
politicians on both sides not playing
footsy with "agents of intolerance."

Overall in the second block of their
newscast, they spent 2 minutes and 15
seconds on Hagee, and the total seg-
ment was 2 minutes and 35 seconds.
Yea, that's it.

I told you befor e that conservative
media outlets would be completly
unwilling to tak e one of their own to
task. Remember when Chris Wallace
snapped on Fox and Friends for going
on and on and on about W right? No
need to slap them down on Hagee;
they've pretty much ignored it.

It's clear that they didn't want to touch
this issue at all.

By the way, have you visited the
FoxNews.com website? They aren't
playing the Hagee story in a big way.
Earlier this morning it wasn't even at
the top of the homepage. Then I read
their story, and nothing expansive.
Where is the theological breakdown of
what Hagee said? Where are the
Hagee supporters backing up his posi-
tion? Where is the Jewish response to
what Hagee said? Where is Karl Rove,
your top dog political analyst, dishing
on Hagee? 

Way to go, guys. Fair and balanced on
Wright, and virtually non -existent on
Hagee?

Oh yea, Fox hasn't said a word about
Pastor Rod Parsley and his explosive
comments against Islam.

ABC's Brian Ross, along with others,
reported on this yesterday. McCain also
rejected his endorsement yesterday,
but there was no mention in the
FoxNews.com story.

Fox and Friends failed to mention that.
Maybe they got to it after I watched the
first 45 minutes before coming to do
my radio show. But if Wright was such
a huge story, don't you think Hagee is
worth mor e than what they've done
thus far?

Fox's slogan is supposed to be "We
Report. You Decide." How about, "We
Ignore. You Remain Clueless"?

Fo x News scar ed to
touch R ev. Hagee

PRIMERIC A FINANCIAL SER VICES
HOME MOR TGAGES, INC .

Looking For A Way Out Of Debt?
Let us show you how a $.M.A.R.T. Loan can help!

We'll help you turn that pile of monthly bills
into one affordable monthly payment by using

the equity in your home.

For more information, contact:
Gregory C. Harris
20 Office Park Way
Pittsford,NY. 14534
877-809-2061 585-880-2731 cell

Representing Primerica Financial Services Home Mortgages, Inc.
Registered Mortgage Broker-New York State
Banking Department
Third Party Mortgages Arranged
EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
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Grace is giving someone some-
thing they did not deserve. So,
for example, let's suppose after

placing your order for a meal at the
drive-thru, you pr oceed to the pay-
ment window . You reach out your
hand in which ther e is a crisp twenty
dollar bill, but the cashier waves it
away. She tells you the person who
was in the drive-thru ahead of you, a
complete stranger, already paid for
your order. That is grace. 

I experienced that. I was out with some
friends and family members at a fine
restaurant. At the end of the main
course the waiter served me a vanilla
bean with chocolate-swirl cheesecake
topped with cool whip and a strawber -
ry. He told me that someone from
another table paid for and had it deliv -
ered to me. To this day I do not know
who it was. That was grace. 

Mercy, on the other hand is refraining
from giving someone what they truly
deserve. An example of this is when
someone who has been mean to you is
about to fall on their face. However ,
instead of watching them fall on their
face, you actually help them to save
face. That is mercy. Although they
have wronged you, you choose not to
get even. 

What would happen if everyone
just decided to be gracious and to
show mercy?

Someone wrote that it is better to

light a candle than to curse the dark-
ness. One person went around prac -
ticing what has come to be known as
'random acts of kindness.' These acts
of grace included putting monies in
parking meters to prevent drivers,
whom he did not know , from being
ticketed. He also paid for meals for
the homeless and randomly gave
money to individuals he met in pass-
ing. His random acts caught on. He
was lighting a candle. Soon others
were, in turn, practicing random acts
of kindness. 

We are constantly complaining about
how evil the world is. If it is, whose
fault is it? What have you done to
make it better? Have we forgotten to
be gracious? Do we only do things for
people who deserve or have earned it,
or are our friends? 

And what about showing mer cy? It is
so important to show mercy, for we
never know when we ar e going to
need it… and, at one point or another ,
we all need mercy.

Denise M. Josephs is an educator, speak-
er and writer. She is a former adjunct
faculty member of Houghton College -
PCMP and serves on its Board of
Governors. Ms. Josephs has a Masters of
Business Administration, and owns her
own company, DeNicest Concepts. She
is currently pursuing a Masters of
Divinity degree at Northeastern
Seminary.

Read and R eap!
Light a Candle
by Denise Josephs

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik e 585.802.6002
Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr others@hotmail.com
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BET’s Explosive Examination of
the Life and Times of the 20th
Century’s Most Notorious

African American Crime F igures
Arrives on DVD June 10, 2008

Includes Over an Hour of Never -
Before-Seen Bonus Features!

Los Angeles, California—The most
spellbinding and provocative docu -
mentary series on television comes to
DVD when BET’s AMERICAN
GANGSTER: THE COMPLETE SEC-
OND SEASON arrives in stores on
June 10, 2008. The second season of
the critically acclaimed, highly-rated
series provides an in-depth look at
the lives of some of the most infa-
mous African American drug lor ds,
gangsters and criminal masterminds
of recent times, including Frank
Lucas—the inspiration behind the
blockbuster movie American
Gangster, starring Denzel Washington
as Lucas—and John Muhammad, the
shadowy figure behind the terrifying
D.C. Sniper slayings.

All 10 explosive episodes of the hour-
long weekly series are included in this
three-disc collection, plus exclusive
bonus features such as extended inter-
views and a tour of Frank Lucas’ infa-
mous “hood”. AMERICAN GANG-
STER: THE COMPLETE SECOND
SEASON will be available for the sug-
gested retail price of $36.99 US.

SYNOPSIS
Return to the violent criminal under -
world with AMERIC AN GANGSTER:
THE COMPLETE SECOND SEASON.
Golden Globe winner Ving Rhames
(Mission Impossible, Pulp Fiction)
returns to narrate the gripping, often
tragic and cautionary tales of the bru-
tally ambitious men behind the head-
lines. AMERICAN GANGSTER: THE
COMPLETE SECOND SEASON exam-
ines these men’s lives from humble
beginnings to inglorious ends, expos-
ing their deepest secrets and drawing a
painstaking portrait using news
footage, photographs and first person
accounts, along with candid conversa-
tions with some of the American
Gangsters themselves.

AMERICAN GANGSTER: THE
COMPLETE SECOND SEASON
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face to the name

Julius David “ JD” Jackson
Born in Centreville, Mississippi
Julius, Jr. spent the first year of life
in Monr oe, Louisiana until his family
relocated to Rochester, NY.  He
attended elementary, secondary,
high school and college in Rochester
prior to moving to Naples Florida
where he would r eside for 5 years.  

Upon learning of his father's inca-
pacitation due to a stroke, he
returned to Rochester to assist and
support the family. Returning to
school to complete his education at
the Rochester Institute of
Technology, he earned a bachelors
degree in Business Administration
Management Information Systems.
Following the passing of his father
Julius founded the Rev. J.D.

Jackson, Sr. Memorial Foundation, Inc.  Since its inception the foun -
dation has awarded five scholarships, produced a website and
newsletter, "Marching On!" of which Julius is the publisher.  Julius
also supports the Charles T. Lunsford Scholarship program of his fra-
ternity chapter Eta Rho Lambda, of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
and contributes thr ough the United Way to the Theta Omicron
Scholarship Foundation of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

As a member of the Eta Rho Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. he established the chapter's first website, conceptual-
ized and produced "The Transcender", the chapter's first newsletter
and intr oduced two annual events "Alpha Chur ch Day", and "Alpha
Frederick Douglass Day", the Celebration of the posthumous induc-
tion of Frederick Douglass into Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Julius, Jr. is a member of Eureka Lodge #36 Prince Hall Masons and
has provided the or ganization more of a prominence in the Rochester
Community. Nowher e else is this more evident than in the event pr o-
posed by Julius, Jr. in celebration of Dr . Martin Luther King, Jr . and
the building of the memorial to him in our Nation's capital.  

In 2003 Julius served as chairman for events supporting the building
of the monument to Dr . Martin Luther King, Jr . in Washington D.C
which raised several thousands of dollars for the memorial project. 

Julius is a 2001 graduate of the United Way sponsored African
American L eadership Development Program. He annually exhibits his
culinary skills at the Urban League Guild's Distinguished Male Chef's
event. He is a blood donor for the American R ed Cross and has par-
ticipated in the annual Mar ch of Dimes Walk America event and the
Muscular Dystrophy Association's Annual Lock-up. He has served as
a judge for both the New Bethel C.M.E. Church and Friends of
Frederick Douglas oratorical contests. He is a member of the Monroe
County Democratic Committee and has participated on committees
in several political campaigns at the local, state and national level.
He has served on the boards of Big Brother Big Sisters and the School
of the Arts. He is also a member of TNT ("True Networking Thursday")
and volunteer with the STAR (Sister's Together Achieving Results)
Organization.

For his fraternal and civic work, Julius has received the following
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. awards: Award of Service from the
Eta Rho Lambda Chapter and Alumni Br other of the Year from the
New York State Association Chapters of Alpha (N.Y.A.C.O.A.) He was
recently selected to receive the Charles T. Lunsford Award for
Community Service from the Rochester Urban League.

He has been published in the Rochester's Democrat and Chronicle,
Minority Reporter and About Time Magazine.  He also publishes
"Rochester N.Y. Events" a weekly email distribution list highlighting
local events in the Rochester area.

He is a member of the Aenon Baptist Church, married and the father
of two sons.

-----------------

For pr ofiles of other Community L eaders
featured in our “F ace to the Name,” visit

our website at
www .MinorityR eporter .net

Governor David A . Paterson
recently announced an agree-
ment between New York State

and the Federal Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) permitting
the state to issue an Enhanced Driver
License (EDL). The new license is being
developed by the State Department of
Motor Vehicles (DMV), and it will boost
the Upstate economy by expediting
cross-border land and sea travel for the
citizens of the State. The secure docu-
ment can be used in place of a passport,
which will soon be r equired for all bor -
der crossings by next summer. It is antic-
ipated that the EDL will be available
from the DMV by the end of the sum-
mer.

"The development of this license will
help to ease long lines at our New York-
Canada border crossings, allowing com-
merce to flow mor e freely and securely
in and out of the state," said Governor
Paterson. "It represents a major step for-
ward that will help the Upstate econo-
my and offer a convenience for all New
Yorkers who travel in North America. I
commend the Department of Motor
Vehicles and the Federal Department of
Homeland Security for working out an
agreement that allows New York to pro-
ceed with the Enhanced Driver
License."

To get an EDL, New Yorkers will be
required to visit a DMV office to provide
various proofs of identity and citizen-
ship, which will be verified by the DMV .
The verification will support the DMV's
core principle of one driver , one license
and each EDL will have various security
features within the document. The
Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative
(WHTI)-compliant EDL will cost $30
more than a current state driver license,
but will cost less than a U.S. passport.
The EDL license will not look significant-
ly different from the curr ent document,
but it will have additional featur es to
clearly indicate that it is an Enhanced
Driver License.

Participation in the EDL pr oject will be
voluntary and open to all New York
State residents who are United States
citizens. The approved business plan
outlines the State's implementation of
the Department of Homeland Security
and State of New York Border Crossing
project, which involves the develop -
ment and issuance of an EDL that will
be accepted at U.S. land and sea border
crossings.

The New York DMV work ed to develop
the EDL to support business by easing
transit between our neighboring coun -
tries under the WHTI, which is intended
to increase U.S. border security. Under
that federal provision, citizens of New
York would have to pr ovide a passport
in order to enter the U.S. from Canada,
Mexico, the Caribbean and Bermuda
starting on June 1, 2009, unless they
have a federally authorized alternative
such as the EDL. The EDL is being made

available by the end of the summer to
allow sufficient time for citizens of New
York to get the newly-approved travel
document. New York expects to be the
second state in the nation to offer an
EDL.

Homeland Security Secretary Michael
Chertoff said: "New Yorkers appreciate
as much as anyone the value of secure
identification. Enhanced Driver
Licenses are a win for U.S. citizens in
New York State and a win for the secu-
rity of the rest of the country. New York
has been a true partner in developing
the Enhanced Driver License, and I
urge other states to do the same."

Senator Charles E. Schumer said: "We
have always said that the Enhanced
Driver Licenses is the way to go, and the
agreement I helped broker between the
Governor's office and Secretary Chertoff
in Washington, D.C. is now bearing
fruit. We must move full speed ahead
because with the Enhanced Driver
License we can have our cake and eat it
too: it strengthens our security but
places no burden on cross-border com-
merce or on Americans and Canadians
traveling between the two countries." 

Congressman John M. McHugh, Co-
Chairman of the House Northern
Border Caucus, said: "I am very encour-
aged by this development. As I have
long said, the Western Hemisphere
Travel Initiative must be implemented in
a manner that effectively preserves and
facilitates the safe and secure move-
ment of people and trade along the
Northern Bor der. This is of utmost
importance to the r esidents of the 23rd
Congressional District of New York. The
Enhanced Driver License will allow
New Yorkers to meet this looming docu-
mentation requirement in a cost effec-
tive matter. I will continue to work with
my colleagues on the Federal, State,
and local levels to help ensure a smooth
transition."

Deputy Secretary for Public Safety
Michael Balboni said: "Securing our
nation's borders is one of our most
important r esponsibilities. The new
Enhanced Driver License will allow
New Yorkers to quickly pass through
U.S. borders while ensuring the validity
of their identities and protecting our
homeland security. I'd like to thank
Secretary Chertoff for his commitment
to this critical issue. New York State is
prepared to continue working with our
federal partners to implement the
Enhanced Driver License."

DMV Commissioner David J. Swarts
said: "This agreement between the
Department and DHS is a sound policy
for recognizing the benefits of the new
license option. The EDL will go a long
way to ensure the Upstate economy
does not suffer from the new federal
mandate for border crossing."

PATERSON ANNOUNCES FEDERAL
AGREEMENT TO ISSUE ENHANCED

DRIVER LICENSES IN NEW Y ORK ST ATE
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INST ANT GRA TIFICA TION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote

or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent
2018 Latta Road
Rochester, NY 14612
Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company. Bloomington, IL* Insurance and discounts subject to qualifications.

Call my office 24/7

Rochester, New York (May 28, 2008) -
WXXI today announced that it is
merging its radio, television and
online news services to create the
WXXI Center for Public Affairs. The
combination of services enables WXXI
to offer the most robust collection of
broadcast news resources in the
Greater Rochester area, which
includes NPR, PBS, the Associated
Press, the Albany news bureau, local
reporters and public newsroom inter -
active. 

As an independent voice in a consoli-
dated media landscape, WXXI is com-
mitted to pr oviding objective, in -
depth news coverage. In addition to
radio programs like Morning Edition
and All Things Considered, and televi-
sion news programs like NewsHour
with Jim L ehrer and Bill 
Moyer's Journal, WXXI's Center for
Public Affairs provides complete and
interactive coverage of the issues that
concern Rochesterians. 

WXXI is home to the election initiative
Voice of the Voter, and to Brizard:
Square One, which dedicated mor e
than 15 hours of news coverage to
introduce the new Rochester City
School District Superintendent Jean-
Claude Brizard to the community . The
WXXI Center for Public Affairs will
provide mor e in-depth coverage and
interactivity, leverage PBS and NPR
news programs with related local cov-
erage and continue to produce in-
depth and long-form television and
radio reports and documentaries giv-
ing local relevance to national issues.

In addition, the Center will launch
unique outr each initiatives in an effort
to engage citizens in community dia-
logue. 

"Combining our news services will
position WXXI as the trusted source
for coverage, debate and civil discus-
sion," explains WXXI President Norm
Silverstein. "The community has come
to rely on WXXI to provide them with
more than just snippets of a news
story, equipping them with the knowl -
edge they need to make informed
decisions and take positive actions." 

Leading this effort will be WXXI's Julie
Philipp and Peter Iglinski who have
taken on new roles at the Center for
Public Affairs. Philipp will serve as
Managing Editor, and will be responsi-
ble for strategic planning, fundraising,
promotions, and long-term goals.
Iglinski will serve as Executive
Producer, and will oversee the day-to-
day activities in the newsroom, act as
project manager, and be responsible
for content on Need to Know and
1370 Connection. 

WXXI is the essential, life-long educa-
tional media resource for the Greater
Rochester area. WXXI puts the com-
munity first with pr ogramming that
stimulates and expands thought,
inspires the spirit, opens cultural hori-
zons and promotes understanding of
diverse community issues. Log on to [
http://wxxi.org ] wxxi.org for more
information about our services and
programs.

The Urban League of Rochester will
hold its 29th annual Salute to
Black Scholars recognition dinner

on Tuesday, June 3, 2008, at the
Rochester Riverside Convention Center,
beginning at 6:00 p.m.  The Salute to
Black Scholars will honor academic
achievement among more than 370 stu-
dents graduating from high schools in
Monroe, Genesee, Livingston, Ontario,
Orleans and Wayne counties.  Thirty-five
area colleges, organizations and busi-
nesses will present scholarships to Black
Scholars at the event.

Approximately 800 students, parents,
scholarship presenters and school per-
sonnel are expected to attend this high
profile event.  The event will feature
guest speaker LaRhonda Leonard, a for-
mer Urban League Black Scholar and
graduate of Rochester’s Edison Tech
High School.  She is currently an IT pro-
fessional with Excellus Blue Cross Blue
Shield. 

Major sponsors of the 2008 Salute to
Black Scholars include the Rochester

Democrat & Chr onicle, ExxonMobil
Foundation, State Farm Insurance,
Citizens Bank, Excellus BlueCross
BlueShield, M&T Bank and HSBC.

Urban League President & CEO William
G. Clark will host a number of special
guests who will join in celebrating the
accomplishments of area youth, includ-
ing former mayor and co -founder of the
Salute to Black Scholars program,
William A . Johnson, Jr., Rochester
Mayor Robert Duffy, and the Rochester
City School District Superintendent,
Jean-Claude Brizard.

The Urban League of Rochester was
founded in 1965 as an affiliate of the
National Urban L eague. The organiza-
tion’s mission is to enable African
Americans, Latinos, the poor and other
disadvantaged to secure economic self-
reliance, parity and power and civil
rights.  Since its inception in 1980, the
Black Scholars program has recognized
over 5,700 area students for their out-
standing academic achievement. 

“SAL UTE TO BL ACK SCHOL ARS”
WILL HONOR O VER 370

AREA STUDENTS

Salute to Black Scholars
Recognition Dinner

June 3, 2008

at the R ochester Riverside Convention Center
Schedule of Events

6 pm
Processional of Honorees

7 pm            
PROGRAM RESUMES with the introduction 
of the head table and dinner being served.

7:30 pm       
ADDRESS B Y THE GUEST SPEAKER

– LaRhonda Leonard

7:50 pm
SCHOLARSHIP PRESENT ATIONS ST ART
– This will last appro ximately one hour .

WXXI MERGES ITS NEWS SER VICES
TO L A UNCH THE WXXI 
CENTER FOR PUBLIC AFF AIRS 

(BLACK PR WIRE) Soccer, that slight-
ly elusive European sport called foot-
ball that Americans have caught onto,
little by little to the point of unbridled
devotion, holds much of the world’s
attention during k ey tournaments.
Every two years the Africa Cup of
Nations is held, bringing players from
across the globe home to compete for
their respective countries of origin.
The nation of Ghana won the right to
host the 2008 MTN Africa Cup of
Nations held from January 20th
through February 10th.

It is little known fact to many A frican
Americans and most other groups in
this nation alike that the continent of
Africa’s top 16 national teams con-
vene every other year in what is now
being described as a competition
rivaling the astounding “ football”
dynamism of South America and
European soccer. The 2008 Africa
Cup of Nations is the 26th of such
meetings of the soccer titans, and this
year, not only are a handful of African
players being pulled from their pr esti-
gious spots in European leagues to
compete, over 100 of this year’s Africa

Cup players have left their high-status
positions on renowned teams to play
for their home countries.

Players from the leading clubs in
England, France, Germany and Spain
reportedly took the field for their
homes nations of Cameroon, Cote
D’Ivoir e, Ghana, Mali, Nigeria and
others to compete for the prestige of
winning the A frican title as well as
going on to represent the
Confederation of African Football
(CAF) in the 2009 FIFA
Confederations Cup. This 2009 tour-
nament will be held in South A frican a
year prior to the 2010 FIFA World Cup
which is the largest soccer event in the
world to which people will fly fr om
across the globe to attend games in
support of their nation or nations of
origin.

As teams across Europe and other
parts of globe experience the tempo-
rary absence of some of their best
players, at least the rest of the world
can tune in to view A frican’s Cup on
TV and witness electrifying sports-
manship in action.

A frican Soccer Captivates W orld
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P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you’ve built, the life you live. 

438 North Street
Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax     585-546-3439

Launching the International
Committee of the Red Cross's
Annual Report for 2007, the orga-

nization's President, Jakob
Kellenberger, outlined the ICRC's swift
response to the accelerating food price
surge in countries affected by conflict.
As a result, he said the ICRC's expendi-
ture in 2008 would largely surpass last
year's figure. 

In 2007, the ICRC distributed food to
more than 2.5 million people, mainly
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and
residents, and 2.8 million people bene-
fited from sustainable food production
programmes or micro-economic initia -
tives. 

At the press conference in Geneva to
present the Annual Report, Mr
Kellenberger said that the ICRC had
already launched appeals for extra
funding in 2008 for 6 countries -
Somalia, Sudan, Yemen, the
Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Kenya and a combined programme in
the Sahel region of Mali and Niger. For
three of these countries, he continued,
the appeals were largely needed to
finance ICRC food distributions in
response to the mounting food crisis. 

Somalia

He cited the example of Somalia, which
would become the ICRC's third largest
operation in 2008. 

"In Somalia there is a population that is
extremely vulnerable to begin with,
add to that many years of armed con-
flict, a devastating drought, the depre-
ciation of the local curr ency by 50 per
cent, and now skyrocketing food prices.
This dire situation led us to the decision
to increase our 2008 expenditure by 55
million Swiss francs in order to provide
full food rations to half a million people
for four months - a very large and com-
plex operation." 

The President said that the food price
surge led to two worrying tr ends - an
increase in the number of people who
depend on food assistance and who are
not in a position to pr oduce food due to
conflict and the potential for food-crisis

induced violence. He went on to say
that in contexts where there are count-
less vulnerable and very poor people,
where the rise in food prices threatens
their very survival, the potential for vio -
lence increases. He added that the
ICRC would not just provide additional
food when needed but also closely
monitor the possible humanitarian
impact of food-related violence on vul -
nerable people. 

Yemen and Darfur

Mr Kellenberger emphasized the extent
to which the food crisis had spread,
affecting countries like Yemen, that nor-
mally did not have a serious food sup-
ply problem. He said that the ICRC
would pr ovide food to 30,000 people,
many of them IDPs, in Yemen. 

The ICRC would also continue to sup-
ply food and other essential items to the
Gereida IDP camp in Darfur, as other
humanitarian agencies continue to be
unable to access the camp because of
insecurity. 

The President underlined the ICRC's
role in providing food and other assis-
tance in contexts of conflict where it is
the only humanitarian actor that has
access, and that Gereida was a 

clear example of this. He went on to
acknowledge the role of the World
Food Programme (WFP) as the main
actor globally in terms of food supply,
and added that the ICRC sometimes
distributed WFP's food supplies in
places where the UN agency did not
have access. 

When asked how the incr easing expen-
diture on food would affect the ICRC's
other pr ogrammes, the President
replied that he was confident that the
new spending would not negatively
affect existing assistance and protection
activities worldwide. 

In response to a question regarding
quantities of food, the President
responded that in 2008, the ICRC
would nearly triple the amount of food
it provided in countries enduring con -
flict around the world. 

ICRC's R esponse to Mounting
Food Crisis Ar ound the W orld
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The Clarion Riverside 
RiverV iew Ballroom
120 East Main Street *
Rochester, NY 14604

**THIS IS AN ALL
AGES EVENT**

Each Father/Daughter
Couple $50
($10 for Each Additional Daughter)

**** All Tickets Must be Pre-

Purchased /There will be none

available @ the Door***

Event includes:
* Sit down dinner , 

entertainment,
* Dancing & Guest Speakers

4:00pm - 4:30pm Arrival

Event Begins Promptly at
4:30pm.

Scheduled to End at 7:30pm.

Professional
Photographers &
Videographers on Site
to capture those special
moments of the Evening

Tick ets are A vailable at the
Following Locations:
* Fendi's BarberShop 213 Gardiner 

Avenue Rochester, NY
* Cross Keys 521 Thurston Road 

Rochester, NY
* Pyramids (585)458-9340 
2 Palm Street Rochester, NY

* Rochester Pawn Brokers  559
State Street, Rochester, NY

A portion of the Proceeds will
be donated to:

THE URBAN
LEAGUE of
ROCHESTER

NY, Inc.

This F ormal
Evening of Elegance
will Create a
Lifetime Memory

for Daddies & their
Daughters to Cherish.

For Sponsorship,
Vending or A dditional
Event Information -

Please CALL 

585-320-7579

*UPCOMING*
Mother & Son's Ball

Sunday - May 9, 2009

Family First Promotions, Inc. present s

The 1st Ann ual F ather Daughter Ball
"An Evening of Elegance with Dad dy's Little Girl"

Sa tur da y ~ Ma y 31, 2008



Week of May 31, 2008   ::   11

(BlackNews.com) - The HIV/AIDS pan-
demic has claimed the lives of more
than 25 million people since 1981
because of complacency and lack of
support from black churches touts the
new book by South Florida pastor Dr.
(Tony) Ferdinand Drayton. Dr . Drayton
leaves no stone unturned in his new
controversial book that calls for a trans-
formation of the chur ch's stance on the
disease in his new book titled
Transformation and The Church: A
Push Toward Acceptance Within the
HIV/AIDS Pandemic. 
Dr. Drayton first contends that the
church should champion the cause in
accepting AIDS/HIV for what it is--not

the speculator rhetoric that has so dom-
inated our popular imagination. Many
of us have had a warped view of the
pandemic in that we have been led to
believe--by pundits--that either the dis-
ease is specific to gay males or more
recently, African-Americans. "We have
already past the point of trying to
denote this problem," Dr. Drayton said.
"We would be better served if we com-
missioned ourselves to promote aware-
ness about this pandemic." 
The book hopes to light a fire under the
feet of many congregations, politicians,
prophets and policymaker who have
been slipshod when it comes to tackling
the often taboo subject of HIV/AIDS.
The unwillingness to address the issue is
contributing to the steady incr ease of
people infected and dying with
AIDS/HIV in A frican American commu -
nities. Although Dr. Drayton spells out
how the chur ch can take a more active
role in transforming this issue, he does,
however, call for other institutions,
namely, government and the various
social agencies to come to grips with
HIV/AIDS. 
The book is now in print and is pub-
lished by Protective Hands
Communications. For a printed copy or
media inquiries, contact Felecia Flair
PR at 1-800-660-6928 x 100.

The first grandchild of slain civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr . is a girl

A family spokeswoman says Arndrea Waters King, wife of Martin Luther King
III, gave birth to Yolanda Renee King on Sunday at Northside Hospital in
Atlanta. Spokeswoman Sandra Tarver says the mother and baby are

healthy.

The baby was named after her aunt, Martin Luther King Jr.'s eldest daughter
Yolanda, who died in May 2007, Tarver says.
Martin Luther King III married shortly after his mother's death in January 2006,
but the wedding was not made public until this year .
He was the first of Martin Luther King Jr.'s four children to marry and the first to
have a child.

WASHINGTON -- 

Sen. Joe Lieberman says he'll
speak at a July conference
hosted by Rev. John Hagee,

whose endorsement was recently
rejected by Republican John
McCain because of Hagee's contro-
versial remarks about religion.

Lieberman, one of presumed GOP pres-
idential nominee McCain's
strongest supporters, said
Wednesday while Hagee's com-
ments were unacceptable and hurt -
ful, he will judge him on his life

work fighting anti-Semitism and
building bridges between Christians
and Jews.

Lieberman, I-Conn., will speak at
Hagee's "Christians United for Israel"
summit in Washington.

McCain last week repudiated the
months-old endorsement by the
preacher after an audio recording sur-
faced in which Hagee said God sent
Adolf Hitler to help Jews r each the
promised land. 

Lieberman Says He'll Speak
at Hagee Meeting

Ar e Black Chur ches to Blame
for the AIDS/HIV P andemic?



12 www .MinorityR eporter .net

Did you know ……? 
ROI offers programs and services to assist you

in accomplishing your dreams:

ROI Homeownership Program - Assists low and moderate-
income households through homebuyer education classes and
one-on-one homeownership counseling that enables many fami-
lies who never believed they could own their own home become
homeowners. Program Operations Located in Rochester, Batavia,
Canandaigua and Newburgh. For dates and times oforientation
workshops call the Homeownership Info Line -

585-340-3302

ROI Contact for Homeownership Program: Carlene Wade -
Homeownership Program Administrator - 585-340-3338

Enterprise Center - Provides small and micro business loans for
machinery, equipment,working capitol, some real estate, training
and technical assistance, business planning, management, cash
flow and marketing. Also provides outreach to rural communities
regarding economic development resources, access to credit and
technical assistance in rural communities. Program goals are to
increase the flow of capitol to small businesses, foster job growth
and creation in rural communities and encourage small business
expansions to low and moderate-income individuals. Service is
available in up-state New York.

ROI Contact Number for Enterprise Center Services:Economic
Development Info Line: 585-340-3705

New York Division
400 East Ave

Rochester, NY 14607
Tel:  585.340.3300
Fax:  585.340.3727

Tattle-Tale Security Electronics, Inc.

Residential Specialists
Remote Video Surveilance Security

:: Intrusion :: Hold-up :: Fire :: Gas Detection
:: CCTV :: Wireless Systems :: Intercom :: Cellular Alarm

:: Driveway Alarm :: Long Range Wireless :: Security Systems
:: Detection Systems :: Two-Way Voice :: Electronic Locks

:: Voice Recognition :: Card Access Control
:: 24 Hour Monitoring Service :: Free Estimates :: Senior Discounts

John R. Mitc hell
President

New York State Licensed
585.647.9193

www.TattleTaleSecurity.com

YOUR AD
HERE

* Embellished suits
* Dresses
* Special Occasion Attire
* Career Wear
* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and 

Accessories
* Sizes 10 - 34

Dressed N Style

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many

designer suits

262-3550
Let us dress you 

in style!
Celebration Sale Event

30% OFF with A d

178 W Main St. (1 block west of Washington St.) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

New State-by-State Guide Raises
Awareness about Free and Low-Cost
Health Insurance Programs Available to
Millions of Americans

Hartford, CT (BlackNews.com) - It's no
secret that accessing health care is a
challenge for the 47 million Americans
who are uninsured. In fact, a recent sur-
vey by Plan for Your Health, the public
education program from Aetna (NYSE:
ÁET) and the Financial Planning
Association® (FPA), found that 82 per -
cent of uninsured adults do not receive
regular medical care and nearly half
avoid care because of their lack of
health insurance. Less widely known is
the fact that free or low-cost health
insurance programs -- such as Medicaid
and State Children's Health Insurance
Programs (SCHIP) -- are available, but
11 million Americans who ar e eligible
for these programs are not enrolled and
remain uninsured. This is why Plan for
Your Health and Magic Johnson
Enterprises have kicked off an educa-
tional campaign to inform eligible
Americans about these programs.

"Lack of information should never be a
barrier to better health. Yet, that's exact-
ly what is occurring with the 11 million
Americans who are eligible for free or
low-cost health insurance programs, yet
remain uninsured," said Aetna
Chairman and CEO Ronald A. Williams.
"That's why Aetna and Magic Johnson
Enterprises are committed to r eaching
these individuals, educating them about
their options, and providing them with
information on how to access the health
care services they need. Connecting eli-
gible individuals with available pr o-
grams can have an enormous impact
on their health and quality of life, while
helping to reduce the number of unin -
sured in this country."

Insure Your Health: A State-by-State
Guide to Finding Free or Low-Cost
Health Insurance Programs, was creat-
ed by Aetna in partnership with Magic
Johnson Enterprises to raise awareness
about publicly available pr ograms that
can provide health insurance to the
uninsured. The guide provides health
insurance basics, defines key terms and
includes contact information for pub -
licly available programs that can help
people who don't have insurance. The
guide can be ordered for free at
www.PlanforYourHealth.com, or by
calling 1-877-GUIDE-14. Electronic
copies of the guide can be downloaded
in English at the website, and will soon

be available in Spanish at
www.PlanifiqueParaSuSalud.com

"Maintaining good health is easier said
than done for the millions of Americans
who are living without health insur -
ance," said Earvin "Magic" Johnson,
chairman and CEO of Magic Johnson
Enterprises. "If you or your family quali-
fy for coverage, you really owe it to
yourself to find out about the available
programs.

"That's why I'm excited to play a role in
delivering the message that free and
low-cost health insurance programs are
available to many Americans in their
own communities, you just need to
know wher e to look. Individuals who
take advantage of our resource guide
are taking a first step on the road to bet-
ter health," added Johnson.

"We believe that Earvin's unique ability
to successfully reach into diverse and
urban communities will carry our mes -
sage far and wide, and have a real and
positive impact on the number of indi -
viduals enrolling in free and low-cost
health insurance programs," said
Williams. Aetna and Magic Johnson
Enterprises recently launched a multi -
year relationship aimed at empowering
businesses and ethnically diverse com-
munities to make informed choices
about health care options.

According to the recent Plan for Your
Health survey of 1,133 uninsured adults:

* Mor e than three-quarters of respon-
dents (78 percent) say that although
they are currently uninsured, they feel
that it's important to have health insur-
ance. Over one-third of respondents (37
percent) feel that their lack of health
insurance has worsened their health.

* Eighty percent of uninsured
Americans feel they cannot obtain
health insurance because of financial
reasons. However, the majority of peo-
ple surveyed (63 percent) report being
unaware or only slightly aware of their
state's programs that help the unin-
sured.

* When it comes to medical car e,
almost half of uninsured adults (47 per-
cent) have recently experienced a time
that they needed to see a doctor, but
their lack of insurance prevented them
from doing so. Nearly a quarter (23 per-
cent) report that they only r eceive
emergency medical treatment.

Plan for Y our Health and Magic Johnson
Enterprises Help Uninsur ed Americans
Tak e the First Step to Better Health
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For information on lead poisoning and testing
visit leadsafeby2010.org

N ationwide disclosure require-
ments pertaining to lead-based
paint have been in place since

1996. They are triggered whenever a
home built prior to 1978 is either r ent-
ed, transferred, or sold, thereby affect-
ing approximately 9 million renters and
3 million homebuyers every year. These
requirements apply to all transactions
involving pr e-1978 residential
dwellings, except for : foreclosure sales;
housing set aside for the elderly and
housing set aside for the handicapped
(provided no childr en under the age of
six live there or are expected to live
there); 0-bedroom units, otherwise
known as studio apartments; efficien-
cies; lofts; military barracks; or dormito-
ries; rental housing that has been
inspected by a certified lead inspector
and found to be free of lead-based
paint; rentals of individual rooms; and
leases for less than 100 days.

The requirements apply to the property
owners as well as to any real estate
agents involved in the transaction. Non-
compliance can result in civil and crim -
inal penalties.

Before a sale is completed , the sell-
er/agent must:

Provide the prospective buyer with a
copy of the EPA pamphlet entitled,
“Protect Your Family From Lead in Your
Home.” Alternatively , an equivalent
pamphlet can be provided, so long as it
has been approved by EPA for use in
that state.

Disclose any known information about
the presence of lead-based paint or
lead-based paint hazards (such as lead-
contaminated soil or lead-contaminated
household dust), along with copies of
any reports about their presence. This
means that if the owner ever received
notice of the presence of lead-based
paint or lead-based paint hazards at the
property in question, the owner must
reveal this information, both to the

prospective buyer and to any agent
involved in the transaction.

Add an attachment to the sales contract
that lists any records or reports pertain-
ing to lead-based paint or lead-based
paint hazards that have been provided
to the buyer. If none was provided, the
attachment must say so.

Inform the buyer that he/she has a 10-
day window in which to get the home
evaluated for the presence of lead-
based paint or lead-based paint haz-
ards. This is often formalized through a
contingency clause in the purchase and
sale agreement, similar to termite
inspection or home inspection contin -
gencies.

Insert the following L ead Warning
Statement into the sales contract, trans-
lating it if necessary into the same lan-
guage that the contract is written in: 

“Every purchaser of any interest in residen-
tial real property on which a residential
dwelling was built prior to 1978 is notified
that such property may present exposure
to lead from lead-based paint that may
place young children at risk of developing
lead poisoning. Lead poisoning in young
children may produce permanent neuro-
logical damage, including learning disabil-
ities, reduced intelligence quotient, behav-
ioral problems, and impaired memory.
Lead poisoning also poses a particular risk
to pregnant women. The seller of any
interest in residential property is required
to provide the buyer with any information
on lead-based paint hazards from risk
assessments or inspections in the seller’s
possession and notify the buyer of any
known lead-based paint hazards. A risk
assessment or inspection for possible lead-
based paint hazards is recommended prior
to purchase.”

Document the disclosure process with
an attachment to the sales contract,
signed by the buyer. The attachment
must specify that the buyer affirms that

he/she has received the EPA pamphlet
and the disclosure information about
the presence of lead-based paint and/or
lead-based paint hazards. The attach-
ment must also specify that the buyer
affirms that either he/she has received
the 10-day opportunity to conduct a
lead inspection or a risk inspection, or
he/she has waived the opportunity to
do so.

When an agent is involved in the trans-
action on behalf of the seller, another
attachment must be added to the sales
contract, signed by the agent. The
attachment must specify that the agent
has informed the seller of the above-list-
ed requirements, and that the agent is
aware of the agent’s duty under the law
to ensure compliance with these
requirements.

A final attachment to the sales contract
must bear the dated signatures of sell-
ers, buyers and agents, and must certify
to the accuracy of their statements.

Note that each of these items must
be provided in the same language
that the sales contract is written in.

Before a rental transaction is com -
pleted , the landlord/agent must:

Provide the prospective tenant with the
EPA pamphlet “Protect Your Family
From Lead in Your Home.”
Alternatively, an equivalent pamphlet
can be provided, so long as it has been
approved by EPA for use in that state.

Disclose any known information about
the presence of lead-based paint or
lead-based paint hazards (such as lead-
contaminated soil or lead-contaminated
household dust), along with copies of
any reports about their presence. This
means that if the landlord ever received
notice of the presence of lead-based
paint or lead-based paint hazards at the
property in question, the owner must
reveal this information, both to the
prospective tenant and to any agent
involved in the transaction.

Insert the following L ead Warning
Statement into the lease, translating it if

necessary into the same language that
the lease is written in: 

“Housing built before 1978 may contain
lead-based paint. Lead from paint, paint
chips, and dust can pose health hazards if
not managed properly. Lead exposure is
especially harmful to young children and
pregnant women. Before renting pre-
1978 housing, lessors must disclose the
presence of lead- based paint and/or lead-
based paint hazards in the dwelling.
Lessees must also receive a federally
approved pamphlet on lead poisoning
prevention.”

Document the disclosure process with
an attachment to the lease that disclos-
es the presence of known lead-based
paint and/or lead-based paint hazards in
the dwelling being r ented, or that
affirms that the landlord has no knowl-
edge of the presence in that dwelling of
any lead-based paint and/or lead-based
paint hazards. The attachment must
also include a list of any records or
reports that the landlord provided to
the tenant pertaining to lead-based
paint and/or lead-based paint hazards in
the dwelling. If none was provided, the
attachment must state so. The attach-
ment must also state that the tenant
acknowledges having received the
records and reports listed, and that
statement must be signed by the tenant.

When an agent is involved in the trans-
action on behalf of the landlor d, anoth-
er attachment must be added to the
lease, signed by the agent. The attach-
ment must specify that the agent has
informed the landlor d of the above-list-
ed requirements, and that the agent is
aware of the agent’s duty under the law
to ensure compliance with these
requirements.

A final attachment to the lease must
bear the dated signatures of the land-
lord, the tenant and any agent involved,
and must certify to the accuracy of their
statements.

Note that each of these items must
be provided in the same language
that the lease is written in.

Over the next several weeks, we will be 
running articles about lead and its effects on
our community . Futur e articles include:
Health Effects on Children (April 19, 2008)
Identifying Children with Elevated Blood-Lead Levels (April 26, 2008)
Lead in Water (May 3, 2008)
Lead Poisoning and Nutrition (May 10)
Specialized Cleaning (May 17)
Lead-Safe Work Practices (May 24)
Real Estate Lead Disclosure Requirements

Dr. Titus A. Howell D.D.S., P.C.
Cosmetic, Implant and Family Dentistry

2510 Chili Avenue, Suite 7, Rochester, NY 14624

585-278-1890

* Family Dentistry
* Preventive Care
* Cosmetic
* Restorative
* Crowns and

Bridges

* Veneers
* Bleaching
* White F illings
* Oral Surgery
* Dental Implants

All major insurance accepted. 
No insurance OK! We can help!

Real Estate Lead Disclosure Requirements
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Ar ound the Community
On Sunday May 25th, 2008 @ VENU, The 2nd Annual "All White Affair" was held. This is VENU's second year hosting
this affair and it was definitely a fun filled evening of mingling, dancing, desserts & food. Proceeds from the event will
go to benefit The CHILDREN AWAITING PARENTS ORG. 

Photos provided by Willie A . Price
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CLASSIFIEDS
To place a classified ad call us at 585-301-4199 e xt. 82

w w w . m i n o r i t y r e p o r t e r . n e t

SERVICES

* Earn 50% Commissions To Start
* Be Your Own Boss                     
* Unlimited Earnings Potential

Terra Smiley 530.0112
www.youravon.com/terrasmiley

$10 will S tart your own Avon Business

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:
For more information and event s, visit our on-line

calendar at www.MinorityReporter.net

To have your event s included FREE in
this or our on-line calendar , please email

us at event s@minorityreporter .net

Saturday , May 31
The Greater Bethesda Church Of
God In christ is hosting "A
Worship Experience" gospel con-
cert at 6:00pm. This concert will
feature several choirs from the
area, as well as praise teams and
praise dancers. The concert is
free and open to the public.
Please see the enclosed flyer for
more information.
The church is located at 120 St.
Bridgets Drive in Rochester, NY.
For more information 585-546-
6067 or Min. Marty Harris at 585-
284-1203.

Sat-June 7th  "The Square
Fair" (Aberdeen Street Festival)
Annual neighborhood celebra -
tion with drumming, storytelling,
poetry, singing and music.  
for more information contact the
Nineteenth Ward Community
Association-328-6571.

Sunday , June 8
Plus Too Fashion proudly presents
the Big & Beautiful Fashion Show
Extravaganza at the Memorial Art
Gallery, 500 University Avenue,
Rochester, NY.  View gallery and
shop with vendors from 4-8, show
starts at 5PM. The top finalists
from the the Plus Too Fashion
Model Search will also be fea-
tured in the show. Winner will be
chosen by a panel of judges.
Check out
www.plustoofashion.com  or call
(585) 235-2950 for further details.

Sat-June 14th
"Juneteenth Celebration"
The oldest known celebration of
the ending of slavery is recalled
in Words, Music, Performances.
Vendors, Food, Children Activities
and more. In the Historic Susan
B. Anthony Square.  Sponsored

by the Freedomway Business
Association.  
Contact Lula-454-2680

Monday , June 16
First Annual Lena M. Gantt
Memorial Golf Tournament
Hosted by Nazareth College,
Sponsored by RG&E. The tourna-
ment will be held at Greystone
Golf Club, 1400 Atlantic Ave,
Walworth, NY. For more informa-
tion call 585-389-2073.

Thur-July 3rd  T enth Annual
"Day of R emembrance"
The MAAFA  Celebration
Committee will host this event
that will include Drumming, 
Dance, a Keynote Address, a
Community Dialogue and mor e.
The program will culminate 
with a Libation Ceremony.
and is free and open to the pub-
lic.  6:00pm-8:00pm on the 
shoreline of Durand Eastman
Park.  Attendees are invited to
bring flowers, fresh fruit 
and to wear white.  For further
information please contact Djed
Snead at 234-1641 or 
Curtis Rivers of Mood Makers
Books at 271-7010.  

Sat-August 2nd " Rochester
A.B.O.V.E." 2nd Annual
African/African American F estival
11:00am-9:00pm-Genese Valley Park-
Entertainment, Food, African Drum
and Dance, Arts and Crafts, Inflatable
Playcenter, Pony Rides, Vendors,
Education, Information...fun for every -
one! Free Admission.  
For more information and details-
585-458-3389 or visit the website
at: www.rochesterabove.org.

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?

HELP W ANTED

Debt Counselors Needed in
Fairport!

ConServe, a five time Rochester's
Top 100 Company, is rapidly

expanding to support our growing
client base. 

We offer full time hours, great bene-
fits package, competitive pay with

opportunity for bonus, flexible
scheduling, and opportunity for

advancement.
ConServe is a leader in the 3rd

party collections industry.  We spe-
cialize in recovering educational

debt for our clients which
include colleges and universities

from all over the country as
well as our largest client, The

U.S. Department of Education.  
Send resumes to:

Pkent@ConServe-arm.com
Or fax them to (585)598-6131

www.conserve-arm.com
an Equal Opportunity Employer

MINORITY
REPORTER

585-301-4199

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
* Skilled Machinist

* Skilled Sheetmet al 
Brake Operators

* Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

Parents come up with all sorts of
creative ways to get their children
to eat what’s good for them. One

popular way is the “airplane” game
where the parent “lands” a spoonful of
food in the child’s mouth, just lik e an
airplane landing. The act gets harder to
pull off as the children get older and
suddenly their favorite wor d is “no.”

According to the results of one study,
the trick in getting childr en to eat
healthy may be in literally tricking
them. A recent Associated Press story
reported results of a study showing that
preschool-aged children believe
McDonald’s-branded food tastes better
than non-branded food, even when

the difference is as simple as wrapping
paper.  

The study involved 63 children
between three and five years old. The
study used McDonald’s hamburgers,
chicken nuggets and french fries, and
store-bought carrots, milk and apple
juice. Children received two identical
samples of each food item, the only dif-
ference being that one sample was pre-
sented in McDonald’s wrapping and
cups, and the other sample was pre-
sented in plain packaging. When asked
if one sample tasted better than the
other, McDonald’s-labeled food was
the winner. Nearly 77 percent of the
children preferred McDonald’s-labeled

french fries and 54 percent preferred
McDonald’s-labeled carrots.

Businesses selling healthier foods are
fighting fire with fire by adorning their
food packaging with cartoon charac -
ters. Whole Foods Market carries
snack-sized packages of edamame
beans with the image of Dora the
Explorer, while SpongeBob
Squarepants appears on Green Giant
vegetable packages.  

So SpongeBob Squarepants vegetables
and fresh fruit in the Happy Meal box
may work in getting your childr en to
eat healthy, but you don’t have to stop
there. As your children get older, use

teachable moments to help them
understand how marketing works to
alter a person’s perception of reality.

Not all marketing to childr en is as inno-
cent as cartoon characters endorsing
food products. Health advocates have
long accused cigarette and alcohol
companies of using similar methods to
target children, not to mention the irr e-
sponsible behaviors promoted in much
of popular entertainment. Childr en
need to be taught to discern these mes-
sages, because what goes into their
minds affects them just as much as
what goes into their stomachs.   

How Mark eting A ffects Childr en

Get your events
posted to our 

on-line events cal -
endar 

F R E E
email us at 

events@minority
r eporter .net



Just pay on the 
days you use it.

Visit any store                                                       Click verizonwireless.com/inpulse

Visit the Verizon Wireless Store 
inside Circuit City and BJÕs.
Staffed with Verizon Wireless employees.

Verizon Wireless
in select locations.

BATAVIA
MartinÕs Plaza
8351 Lewiston Rd.
585-345-0919

GREECE
Next to Chuck E. CheeseÕs
3120 W. Ridge Rd.
585-453-9950 

Greece Ridge Center �‹
530 Greece Ridge Center Dr.
585-225-8673 

HENRIETTA
951 Jefferson Rd.
585-697-5900

Marketplace Mall
585-475-9085

PITTSFORD
Springhouse Commons
3005 Monroe Ave.
585-242-8866

VICTOR
Cobblestone Court
8000 Pittsford-Victor Rd.
Rt. 96
585-223-9950 

Eastview Mall
Near Center Court
Near Bon-Ton Wing
585-223-9910

WEBSTER
935 Holt Rd.
585-697-5940

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES  
Open Sundays. See store for Return/Exchange Policy. 

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices, models, rebates and return policy vary by location. Authorized Retailers may impose 
additional equipment-related charges, including cancellation fees.

ALBION
WIRELESS ZONE
50 N. Main St.
585-589-5349

ALTON
WIRELESS WORLD
8495 Ridge Rd.
315-483-3109

AVON
CHRISTIANO CELLULAR
259 E. Main St.
585-226-3160

BATAVIA
CHRISTIANO 
CELLULAR GROUP
23 Jackson St.
585-344-0614

X-CEL WIRELESS
Eastown Plaza
569 Main St.
585-345-9570

BROCKPORT
WIRELESS ZONE
Brockport Corners Mall
4764 Lake Rd.
585-637-6010

CANANDAIGUA
AMERICAÕS 
WIRELESS COMPANY
540 N. Main St.
585-394-3330

GO WIRELESS
Roseland Shopping Center
3225 E. Lake St.
Next to JC Penney
585-394-8560

THE PC & 
WIRELESS SHOP
699 S. Main St.
Wegmans Commons Plaza
585-598-4365

DANSVILLE
WIRELESS ZONE
171 Main St.
607-324-5888

FAIRPORT
JUST SOLUTIONS
7300 Pittsford Palmyra Rd.
Rt. 31
585-425-3420

GATES
WIRELESS ZONE
5 Fisher Rd.
Corner of Chili Ave.
585-247-3610

GENESEO
CHRISTIANO 
CELLULAR GROUP
4550 Rt. 63
585-243-9390

4162 Reservoir Rd.
585-243-9480

GENEVA
GO WIRELESS
474 Hamilton St. 
Next to Subway
315-789-4646

WIRELESS ZONE
377 Hamilton St.
Geneva Shopping Ctr.
315-828-6704

IRONDEQUOIT
WIRELESS ZONE 
760 E. Ridge Rd.
585-342-1230

MACEDON
WIRELESS WORLD
Macedon Commons
Rt. 31
315-986-1200

MARION
WIRELESS WORLD
3793 S. Main St.
315-926-6000

NEWARK
WIRELESS WORLD
833 W. Union St.
315-331-2600

NUNDA
SOUTHERN TIER EXPRESS
11 N. State St.
585-468-3418

PENFIELD
WIRELESS ZONE
Penn-Fair Plaza
2200 Penfield Rd.
585-377-3230

PENN YAN
GO WIRELESS
234 Lake St. Plaza
315-531-9186

PERRY

LETCHWORTH WIRELESS
21 S. Main St.
585-237-0216

VICTOR
MAC AVE
7716 Victor Mendon Rd.
585-924-1920

WARSAW

WIRELESS ZONE
104 N. Main St.
585-786-2950

X-CEL WIRELESS
461 N. Main St.
585-786-8540 

WEBSTER
OUTLOOK WIRELESS
Sunrise Plaza 
1760 Empire Blvd.
585-787-6200

800-411-CELL

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS, 
PLEASE CALL 1-800-899-4249  

�‹  Hablamos Espa–ol

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Prepay Agmt & Calling Plan. $25 activation fee, other charges & restrictions. Balance expires in 30 … 365 days depending on amount purchased, unless you replenish. Offers & coverage not available everywhere. Network details & 
coverage maps at verizonwireless.com. Nights 9:01pm … 5:59am Mon … Fri. © 2008 Verizon Wireless.

Samsung SCH-u410

Pay As You Go and get Unlimited Nights & Weekends.
Reliability. On Demand.
No long-term contracts.
Unlimited IN Calling to more than 63 million Verizon Wireless customers.
All from America•s Most Reliable Wireless Network.
INpulse® Power Plan: $2.99 daily access only on days you use it. 2¢/min. for all other calls and
domestic text messages. Roaming 20¢/min. All when calling from the INpulse Coverage Area.

Limited-time o�  er!
$10 bonus credit. 
Got a little extra money from your economic stimulus check? 
Use it to add $50 or more to your prepay account and get your 
bonus credit!
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