New Y ork’s Highest Court
Validates Lesbian Couple’s
Canadian Marriage

May 6, 2008 —

ew York’s highest court handed
N down a victory for many gay and

lesbian couples throughout the
state by letting stand an appellate
court’s groundbreaking ruling that rec-
ognized same-se couples’ valid out-of-
state marriages.

“Today is a great day for fairness in New
York State,” said Donna Lieberman,
executive director of the New York Civil
Liberties Union. “This is a victory for
families, and it's a victory for human
rights. Congratulations to all gay and
lesbian couples validly married outside
of New York State. Now we need to
work toward a New York where you
don’t have to cross state or country lines
to get married.”

The case, Martinez v County of
Monroe, was brought by the NYCLU

and cooperating attorney Jeffrey Wicks
on behalf of Patricia Martinez. Martinez,

an employee of Monroe Community

College in Rochester, sought health care
benefits for her wife whom she married

in Canada in 2004. The case was filed in
2005 in State Supeme Court.

In February of this year, an appellate
court unanimously affirmed the cou-
ple’s marriage — the first appellate court
decision in the state and the first known
decision in the country to hold that a
valid same-sex marriage must be recog-
nized. Monroe County then requested
that the state’s highest court review and
overrule the Fourth Department’s deci -
sion.

With the highest court letting the earlier
ruling stand, the appellate court's deci-
sion continues to remain the statewide
law in New York with r espect to recog-
nition of gay and lesbian couples’ valid
out-of-state marriages.

The case raised the issue of whether the
longstanding “marriage recognition
rule,” which r equires New York State to
recognize marriages that were solem-
nized outside the state, applies to gay
and lesbian couples’ valid marriages.
The court held that it does and that
Martinez and Golden’s valid Canadian
marriage at issue in the case is entitled
to recognition.

“If a marriage is valid in the state or
country in which the marriage took
place, New York law generally requires
the recognition of that marriage,” said
Arthur Eisenberg, the NYCLU's legal
director. “This case involved a straight
forward application of that principle.”

The decision is consistent with the prac
tices of various state and local entities.
The Department of Civil Service, State
Comptroller and numerous counties,
towns and cities have been recognizing
gay and lesbian marriages for years.

Martinez has been a word processing
supervisor for Monroe Community
College in Rochester since 1994. Her
wife, Lisa Golden, was employed as an
inventory contr ol specialist and had her
own benefits until she lost her benefits
in the spring of 2004. The women have
been in a long term, committed r ela-
tionship since 2000. They own a home
together, share financial responsibility
for their expenses and each othefs
needs and have drawn up mutual wills.

“Gay and lesbhian couples male the
same long term commitments to each
other as heterosexual couples,” said
Gary Pudup, director of the NYCLU's
Genessee Mlley Chapter. “This case
highlights the fact that same se& couples
are entitled to the same protection
under state law.”

UNITED W AY LEADERSHIP DEVEL OPMENT
PROGRAMS A CCEPTING APPLIC ATIONS

African American L eadership

Development Program (AALDP)
and Latino Leadership Development
Program (LLDP) are accepting applica-
tions for their fall sessions. The develop
ment programs provide participants
with a variety of leadership, communi -
cation, and professional skill-building
techniques.

l |nited Way of Greater Rochester's

Since its inception in 1991, more than
500 individuals have graduated from
AALDP, and about the same number
have graduated from LLDP since it
began in 1982. The training that partici-
pants receive ensures the voices of local
African Americans and Latinos will be
heard on not-for-profit boards and com-
mittees throughout the community .

Interested African Americans and
Latinos in the Greater Rochester area
are encouraged to apply for these inno-
vative training programs. AALDP class
es begin September 16 and continue

through September 26. LLDP classes
begin September 9 and run through
September 18. A special joint session
between AALDP and LLDP members
will be held on Saturday, September 27.
Class size is limited and all participants
must receive release time fom work to
participate. A minimal participation fee
of will apply to all those selected to par-
ticipate.

For an application form or for mor e
information about AALDP, visit
www.uwrochester.org/aaldp. You can
also contact Rodney A. Young at United
Way at (585) 242-6556 or by e-mail at
rodney.young@uwrochester.org. The
deadline to apply is June 27, 2008.

For an application form or for mor e
information about LLDP, visit
www .uwrochester.org/lldp. You can also
contact Yamalis Hernandez at United
Way at (585) 242-6433 or by e-mail at
yamalis.hernandez@uwrochester.org.
The deadline to apply is May 30, 2008.
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