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MY BOOK W AS
BANNED , NOW WHA T
DO I DO?  A T THE
CENTRAL LIBRAR Y

Rochester, New York, May 5,
2008—Vivian Vande Velde, Cynthia
DeFelice and Bruce Coville will be
at The Central Library of Rochester
and Monr oe County to discuss the
contr oversial subject of censorship
and book banning.  The discussion
will take place in the Kate Gleason
Auditorium,
115 South Avenue at 10:30 am on
Saturday, May 17.

All thr ee authors have had their
books challenged and banned for a
variety of reasons.  They will dis-
cuss their reactions to having a
book banned, the actions of their
publishers and whether the “ban”
helped or hurt their car eer.

Vivian Vande Velde is the author of
29 childr en’s and young adult
books.  Her first book, Once Upon
a Test:  Three Light Tales of Love,
was published in 1984.  User
Unfriendly was her first book to be
challenged.

Bruce Coville has written and
retold over 60 books. With themes
of aliens and ghosts, his books have
also been frequently challenged.
Cynthia DeFelice never dreamed of
being an author; she wanted to “be
happy”.  A fter having written 15
novels and 10 picture books she is
happy.  Like Mr. Coville, many of
her books stories involve ghosts or
evil. 

After the panel discussion, the
authors will be available to sign
their books.  A selection of each
author ’s books will be available for
purchase.

This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Rochester Public
Library and is presented as part of
the Monr oe County Library
System’s Big Read, an initiative
partially funded by the National
Endowment for the Arts.  

See libraryweb.org for a complete
listing of events.

Students to
Discuss T een
Issues

City Officials today announced that
Rochester's government access cable
channel, City 12, will host a special
“Teen Forum” on an upcoming episode
of CityWise, 8 p.m., Thurs, May 8.
CityWise host Shiera Coleman will wel-
come sixteen students ages 15—18 to
discuss topics including cyber-bullying,
teen pregnancy, role models in the
media and growing up in Rochester.      

The Aquinas Institute’s
Communications Club worked as pro-
ducers for the program, which will be
taped in two half-hour installments
tomorr ow, Thurs., May 8 at WXXI stu-
dios, 280 State St.

Air schedule:
? The first half-hour installment of the
program will air on City
12 at: 
o 8 p.m., Thurs, May 8;
o 9:30 a.m., Fri., May 9, 
o 11:30 a.m. Sat., May 10 and
o 4 p.m., Sun., May 11 
? The second program is scheduled to
air Thurs., May 22–Sun.,
May 25 at the same times. CityWise can
also be seen on WBGT Sundays at 7
a.m.

CityWise is a half-hour weekly talk
show focusing on Rochester's most
interesting personalities and relevant
issues, with interviews of area elected,
community and business leaders, visit-
ing VIPs, artists and entertainers.

“Preferred Care Tuesday Nature
Nights,” the City’s outdoor series of
walks and bike rides focusing on the
beauty and recreational benefits of
Rochester’s natural surroundings begins
6 - 8 p.m., tomorrow, Tues., May 6 with
workouts at Cobbs Hill Park. 

Hillside workouts are designed for all
ages and will be followed by hill walks
or jogs around the reservoir at each
participant’s personal level of experi-
ence. Group warm-ups will be offer ed
at 6 p.m., Fleet Feet Sports, 2210

Monroe Ave. This spring, workouts will
also be offered May 13 and 20. 

An upcoming Tuesday Nature Night
event includes a guided bike ride along
the Genesee Riverway Trail and by road
into the community , 6 - 8 p.m., Tues.,
May 27. Ride through downtown,
Genesee Valley Park, Corn Hill, Susan B.
Anthony’s neighborhood. Enjoy a one-
mile preview bike ride along the world-
class Rochester Twilight Criterium
Bicycle Race loop. The ride starts at the
High Falls neighborhood; meet at the

Pont de Rennes pedestrian bridge
behind the Centers at High Falls.

Tuesday Nature Nights are a series of
walks and rides on bicycles, on foot or
in canoes for all ages at a leisurely pace
with slight grade changes and are guid-
ed by City staff. The series continues
through August 26. Bicycle helmets are
required. For further information:
428-6770 or visit
www.cityofrochester.gov.

PREFERRED
CARE TUESD AY NA TURE NIGHTS BEGIN

Mayor Robert J. Duffy today
announced that construction of the
“Center City Signage Wayfinding
Program” is underway. The project
involves the installation of 200 color-
coded signs that welcome residents and
visitors to the Center City area and
direct them to twenty-six destinations. 

“This is the latest step in our ongoing
efforts to rebuild and revitalize the core
of our city," said Mayor Robert J. Duffy.
"We continue to build on the momen -
tum created by our partners in State
government and in the private sector.
With pr ojects building steam like
PAETEC, ESL and the Eastman Theatre
renovation, we want to do everything
we can to make downtown thrive.”  

The new signs will replace the existing
twenty-five-year-old system installed in
1983. The functional boundary of
downtown has since expanded to more
than twice its original size and is now
referred to as the Center City. The num-
ber of downtown tourist destinations
has increased and at least ten locations
within the Center City have installed
guide signs to their facilities. The exist-
ing system lacks uniformity, adds visual
clutter to the streetscape, confuses
motorists and does not adequately
serve the needs of residents, visitors, the
destinations or the City.

The Center City Signage Wayfinding
Program will cr eate a unique identity
for Downtown, welcome visitors, safely
and effectively guide them through the
urban environment and combine all
existing wayfinding signage into a uni-

fied system. The primary graphic com-
ponent of the signs is a stylized depic-
tion of the Center City divided into four
districts and bisected by Main Street
and the Genesee River. The four quad-
rants are each represented by a unique
color as follows: North West is blue;
North East is burgundy; South West is
purple, and South East is green.

The consultant design team was lead by
the local construction firm of Clark
Patterson Lee Design Professionals.
Corbin Design of Traverse City,
Michigan, a national leader in envir on-
mental graphics and wayfinding, pro-
vided sign concept and design. A
Project Advisory Committee including
representatives from the NYS
Department of Transportation, Monr oe
County Department of Transportation,
Visit Rochester, Rochester Downtown
Development Corporation and
Rochester Institute of Technology guid-
ed the consultant team.

The $817,000 federal project was local-
ly-administered with funding fr om the
Federal Highway Administration
($661,900), the New York State
Department of Transportation
($106,600) and matching funds from
the City ($48,780). 

Installation of new poles for the
Center City Signage Wayfinding
Program is underway. The signs are
anticipated to go up beginning in July
and be completed by October .  C.P.
Ward, Inc. will manufactur e and
install the signage system.

CONSTRUCTION IS UNDER WA Y ON NEW
DIRECTIONAL SIGNS FOR CENTER CITY


