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Commentary by Roland Martin

Sen. Barack Obama has called for a national discussion on
race in America, and one of the folks who sure didn't hold
back when asked was Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice.
In a discussion with the editorial board of the Washington
Times on Thursday, Rice called racism a "birth defect" of
America, and said that black Americans have loved the
nation even when it didn't love us.
The Times reported:
"Black Americans were a founding population," she said.
"Africans and Europeans came here and founded this
country together - Europeans by choice and Africans in
chains. That's not a very pretty reality of our founding."

"As a result, Miss Rice told editors and reporters at The
Washington Times, "descendants of slaves did not get much
of a head start, and I think you continue to see some of the
effects of that…"

Condoleezza Rice T alks T ough on Race in America
What I would lik e understood as a black
American is that black Americans loved and
had faith in this country even when this
country didn ’t love and have faith in them —
and that’s our legacy...
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