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L aw Enfor cement Gets Earful
at "Y ou Bet I T old" F orum

...Read story by Rajesh Barnabas on page 3

Local Entr epr eneur L aunches 
Social Entr epr eneurship Center

...Read story by Dave McCleary on page 3

by L arry McDonald

O tis Young was born July
4, 1932 in Providence,
Rhode Island, the

youngest of 14 children. A t the
age of 17, he joined the Marine
Corps and after serving in the
Korean W ar, used his G.I. Bill to
enroll in acting classes at New
York University .

In 1956, Y oung appeared in
the off-Broadway production
of "In a Garden" at the
Penthouse Theatre in New
York. He studied at the
Neighborhood Playhouse
School of Drama in New Y ork
and appeared in many theater
productions in New Y ork and
Los Angeles. 

Young made his first movie
appearance in "Murder In
Mississippi" in 1963.  F rom
1968-1969, he was the first
African- American actor to co -
star in a television western,
"The Outcasts". The series was
about a white bounty hunter
who partnered with a newly
released slave played by Y oung.
Although only 26 episodes
were made, the TV show
reflected the fast-changing U.S.
racial climate in the 60's. In
1973, Young also played the
role of Jack Nicholson's shore-
patrol partner in the drama-
comedy "The L ast Detail". 

Otis Y oung - F irst
African- American
actor to co -star on TV

...continued on page 10
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Interview with A ttorney , T. Andrew Brown
regarding Public Defender Selection Process

It is unfortunate that this ocurred but it is my understanding that the Republican
party acted witin their authority . Authority that was given them by someones
vote or someone chosing not to vote. Your next chance to influence how your
community is run is November. In closing, we need this type of fight and gran-
standing and 100 times more for the education of our youth. I believe our New
Superintendent is going to make a difference but he will need our support and
willingness to fight for our youing people.

Tim McCauley

I'm all for fairness. I understand that the Republicans has the authority to appoint
the public defender. However, they could have acted in good faith and included
the community. Let's face it, the facts are indisputable, one can spin it any way
one wishes but understand that the truth of the matter is that the wishes of the
community who our politicians should be r epresenting was overlooked! 

Peter

This is great writing and a very informative interview . This important background
information on the history of the selection pr ocess is available now where else in
such detail. Thank you for this public service

Barbara Deitz, Rochester, NY

Response to Dr .
James' letter to
the Editor

Dr. Kenneth James,
Of course we can agree to disagree.
Having been in this community all of
my life, I can assure you I don't write
with the expectation that everyone in
the community is going to agree with
me. I respect your opinion. The point
that you may have missed is that my
words were directed at those who
appoint themselves leaders, have paid
no dues, are clueless to real issues and
those I perceive are doing more harm
than good, particularly to young
impressionable minds. Sometimes our
leaders are picked by the media or
those I perceive to be the enemy.
Some are for sale. My thoughts, opin-
ions and feelings were, and never are,
directed at any one individual or gr oup
of people. Unfortunately, in all arenas,
including the ministry, we do have
those who claim to be "called" who are
not. We do have politicians who
instead of leading are serving self as
opposed to our community . We do
have some so-called leaders who are
for sale. Since that shoe does not fit
you, don't sweat it, others wear it com-
fortably.

Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Barack Obama’s Letter to Tavis Smiley
Ed. Note: The following letter is Senator Barack Obama's reply to Tavis Smiley
who has been critical of Obama for not attending his 2008 State of the Black
Union Forum in New Orleans. Smiley has gone on record saying that Michelle
Obama was never offered to appear on his Forum, but had she been, he would
"have respectfully declined." He went on to say, "…no spouse of a presidential
candidate would be acceptable." 

February 13, 2008

Mr. Tavis Smiley
President and CEO 
The Smiley Group  
3870 Crenshaw Boulevard 
Suite 391
Los Angeles, CA 90008

Dear Tavis,   

Thank you for the invitation to participate in the 2008 State of the Black Union
forum in New Orleans, L ouisiana February 21-23. The exchange of ideas raised
at this annual symposium are invaluable as our nation strives to address the criti-
cal issues facing not just African Americans, but Americans of every race, back-
ground and political party . 

I especially commend you for hosting this dialogue in New Orleans. On the eve
of the Louisiana primary, I visited this great city for the fifth time since declaring
my candidacy to share policy proposals for rebuilding the Gulf Coast so that we
never experience another Hurricane K atrina. On February 9, I was deeply hum-
bled to win the L ouisiana primary with 86 percent of the African American vote
and a 14 point lead among all voters who said they were adversely affected by
Hurricane Katrina. 

Uniting our country and cr eating a national constituency for fundamental change
is why I am running for President of the United States. We have come a long way
in this race, but we still have a long road ahead. In the final stretch, I will be on
the campaign trail everyday in states like Ohio, Texas and Wisconsin talking
directly with voters about the causes that are at the heart of my campaign and
the State of the Black Union forum such as affordable healthcare, housing, eco-
nomic opportunity , civil rights and foreign policy. I am committed to touching
every voter, and working to earn their vote.       

That is why with regret, I am not able to attend the forum. I understand that you
have declined the campaign's request to have Michelle Obama speak on my
behalf. I ask that you reconsider. Michelle is a powerful voice for the type of r eal
change America is hungry for. No one knows my record or my passion for lead-
ing America in a new dir ection mor e than Michelle Obama. 
Tavis, this is our movement and our time. I look forwar d to working closely with
you throughout this election. Thank you for your continued support.   

Sincerely, 
Barack Obama
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Rochester boasts a rich heritage of
Social Entrepreneur, people who
had a vision to make a difference

in society, like George Eastman, Joseph
Wilson and Frederick Douglass. That
list may soon include an additional
name, David Dey.

David Dey is a modern day Social
Entrepreneur. His vision is to provide
"at risk" youth with opportunities to
own their own businesses and create an
economic alternative to negative
behaviors.

Recently, Dey formed RiseGO, a
non-profit organization, and acquired a
building at 336 Arnett Boulevar d where
he is setting up a social entrepreneur-
ship center. The center will provide
hands-on training and space to launch
a successful business that meets a criti-
cal social or business need in the com-
munity.

Dey started to live out his vision in
2002 while he was director of the
Institute for Social Entrepreneurship
(ISE), an experiential learning program
based at Roberts Wesleyan College. He
eventually left Roberts but took the
institute with him.

"You get to the point wher e what
you're doing has to have tangible out-
comes that touch somebody other than
the campus. A lot of the research that I
did (at ISE) now has to be implemented
so I've had to change hats."

Armed with the r esearch of the insti-
tute, RiseGO is now implementing the
recommendations the research sug-
gested. 

"Research suggested that we need-
ed to engage students as early as 7th
grade and that a community version
needed to be launched in or der to
address "at-risk" youth and community
development. And one needed a
unique organization to engage schools
and communities." Dey explains.

Launching this venture on his own
has not been easy. Dey encountered

many challenges in getting his building
financed and renovated, but he has
had the support of his family, churches,
and other community or ganizations.
Many have donated their time and tal -
ents to rehabilitate the new Social
Entrepreneurship Center.

Dey says, "People felt the concept
was noble. They saw the value that it
would pr ovide in advance of complet -
ing the site."

So what is a Social Entrepreneur?
According to Wikipedia.or g: A social
entrepreneur is someone who recog-
nizes a social problem and uses entre-
preneurial principles to organize, cre-
ate, and manage a venture to make
social change. 

Making social change is exactly what
Dey has set out to do. His center will
provide training for young people who
may otherwise be engaging in “illegal
activities,” to own and run their own
"legitimate" businesses.

The building is 7500 square feet with
the base level having four commercial
rental offices and RiseGO's training cen-
ter, and the second level still needs ren-
ovating but will pr ovide residential
rental apartments to provide additional
income to support the center.

Dey has formed relationships with
area schools and the Rochester City
Drug Court and will be pr oviding entr e-
preneurship training for youth selected
for his program. Youth from area
schools will have access to the site in an
after-school format.

RiseGO is still in need of resources to
complete the commer cial kitchen, ren-
ovate the second floor apartments and
secure "Permanent" financing on the
building.

The center is set to launch on March
8th. The program will begin with a rib -
bon cutting ceremony at 1 p.m. and will
run until 8 p.m. All in the community
are invited to attend.

Report by Rajesh Barnabas

February 27, 2008-
Approximately 100 members of
the community wer e deputized

as "You Bet I Told" Police on Tuesday
evening at Baber A.M.E. Church on
Meigs St. in Rochester. This was part of
a second phase of a campaign initiated
in January by Pastor Marlowe
Washington's congregation. At that
time they purchased billboards around
the city, advertising messages that
countered the "anti-snitching" mindset.
The campaign was designed as collab-
oration between the chur ch, the
police, and citizens. But tonight, Pastor
Washington and police would face
reluctant converts.

A spaghetti dinner was served in
the basement of the Church before
hand, warming up attendees on this
cold and snowy night. Mayor Bob
Duffy moved around the dining ar ea,
casually greeting people. Then later
upstairs, he outlined his reasons for
supporting the "You Bet I Told" cam-
paign. 

"Those who take lives cannot be
protected because those who have
murdered will do it again." He went on
to say that the problem would not be
solved with one meeting and that,
"every church, every house, every
street, every school" had to participate
in the campaign so that "it becomes
part of our cultur e in the city." 

Jed Metzger, Associate Professor of
Social Work at Nazareth College, then
announced the format for the commu -
nity discussion. Questions were placed
on an overhead. The first was, "what
can be done to bridge the gap
between law enforcement officers and
citizens?"

"It is not the law enforcement fami-
ly's job to raise our children," said
Joseph Joyner, Vice Chairman of the
"You Bet I Told" campaign. "Parents
need to step up. When I was growing
up, there was no truancy officer. That
officer was my mother."

One mother described why she has
told her daughter not to speak up
about crimes she has seen. "In the eyes
of the drug dealers and gang mem-
bers, we would be seen as snitches. At
the end of the day that's the fact. As a
mother, I am going to do whatever it
takes to protect my daughter."

George Moses, a community
activist, described an incident where
his daughter witnessed a stabbing and
he advised her to report it to the police
and the next day her life was threat-
ened for doing so. "In your profession-
al opinion what should I do?"

A number of times, police officers
attempted answers to various citizen
acclamations and questions, but that
only seemed to arouse greater impa-
tience from the crowd. 

"We want you to be learners
tonight, we want you to just listen to
what people have to say," said Rev. Iris
Banister of St. Luke Tabernacle
Community Church. And from then
on, the officers all listened attentively. 

District Attorney Mike Green sug-
gested that people call his office if they
are worried about their pr otection.
"We can't do anything about it, if we
don't know anything about it." 

"Until you've walked in our shoes
you won't r eally know what this is like,"
said a mother whose child had been
murdered recently. 

"What can we do to get people to
step forward before they are in your
shoes?" asked the moderator -
Professor Masters. "Nothing," the
woman responded.

"It comes down to an issue of trust,"
said an angry Russell Davis, "and that
must be earned."

"I understand you are angry," said
Metzger - the moderator, "but can we
try to come up with solutions for build -
ing that trust?"

Davis then shot back, now away
from the micr ophone but still clearly
audible, "You can't possibly know how
angry I am because you have never
been racially profiled by the police or
treated with disrespect as I have." 

"You're right, I didn't say I could
understand your anger, and maybe I
would if I was profiled," responded
Metzger. 

Another gentleman spoke on the
same theme. "You've got to get people
who live in the city to become law
enforcement officers. How are you
going to build trust if they haven't ever
seen you?"

The moderator then moved on to
the second question of the forum:
What are the assets in our community
that will build trust?

"If there were activities between
law enforcement and our childr en
under happy cir cumstances, that
would help," said Sheri L. Lise, Public
Presence Manager for Eastman Kodak.
"The first encounters of young people -
and even children - with the police is
so often a negative one." 

School psychologist Dr. Stacey B.
Killings echoed these thoughts. "We
have to start putting programs into the
middle school that build these rela-
tionships." Killings pointed out the fact
that, of all the law enforcement offi-
cials attending this meeting, "I don't
see any women up there, nor are there
very many men of color."

There were some positive emotions
conveyed. "We need a different
approach to the same problem," said
Charles Lowry, a life-long city resident.
"One of the assets I like about
Rochester is that we really do rally
together to solve problems." 

Debbie Fickess of Fairport spoke
about an Adopt-a-Block program that
she's involved with around Smith St.
"We need people who are willing to
spend time, not just money." Her son
had been killed near the Eastman
School in 1993. 

At the end of the night, Pastor
Washington thanked the officers for lis-
tening to the community . "We asked
them to just sit and they did." Many in
the crowd r ose to their feet applauding
these officers' patience tonight.  

Then, Rochester Police Department
Deputy Steven Scott had the entire
congregation of citizens raise their
right arm and pledge partnership as
"You Bet I Told" Deputies. Hundreds of
buttons were handed out along with t-
shirts with the same proclamation. 

"You Bet I T old" Community F orumLocal Entr epr eneur L aunches
Social Entr epr eneurship Center
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Republicans Look Better Gone!!

The Public Defender Coalition
Committee, unlike the Republican
Party, has been conducting open and
public meetings regularly at Minister
Florence's Central Church of Christ,
101 S. Plymouth Avenue. I am not the
Secretary and these are not minutes,
but since it is a public meeting I felt
the need to share what has transpired
thus far. 'Cause it ain't over and the fat
lady has yet to sing.

We should all know by now, that
the recent hiring of the Public
Defender occurr ed through a tainted
process. The leaders, Minister
Franklin Flor ence, Minster Raymond
Scott, and Assemblyman David Gantt,
are planning to request meetings with
all involve in the travesty of justice. A
meeting with the new Public
Defender, Timothy Donaher will also
be requested at some point and time.
However, I personally found the fact
that the new PD sought to recently
meet only with Sister Grace, more
than interesting. Sister Grace was the
nun who was arrested, along with
another gentleman I do not know ,
that fateful Tuesday night. For those
unaware, Sister Grace is a seasoned
warrior and champion of the poor .
My first thought was that her loyalty to
her community and to the Coalition
leadership must have been underesti-
mated by someone. Sister Grace
shared with those in attendance at the
last meeting, that she had received a
call from the new PD requesting to
meet with her. I found it intriguing
that out of the total four folks arrested,
Sister Grace was the only one the new
PD respected enough to call.   

The reason she was called speaks
volumes to me and only seeks to
solidify the underlying motivation
some ponder out loud, and others
whisper about. The question for me
becomes, was it her gender or race
that prompted a call to only her?
Maybe it was because she is a
Catholic nun and the new PD, who is
also Catholic, was exercising protocol
from a religious standpoint. I certainly
don't have the answer but I sure can
speculate. By not contacting the high-
ly publicized PD Coalition leadership
it appears to me he was slighting
them. I personally saw it as disrespect-
ful and insulting to the Coalition lead -
ership. I also saw the move paralleling
what most of us know is a divide and
conquer tactic that sometimes works
with others seeking the spotlight.
Sister Grace Miller, like most good sol-

diers, recognizes she does not have to
always be on Front Street to get the
job done. She did decline the meeting
after checking with her leadership.
Good for her.

In a recent discussion around the
PD issue, one that ensued on the Chili
D&C Blog, another warrior , Howard
Eagle, posted an analogy that speaks
volumes to the disparities lurking still
in our community . He made mention
of the disagreements that have been
taking place in other parts of the
County, namely, East Rochester. He
eloquently pointed out that the
record number of citizens who have
participated in the meetings, many
vocal, some angry and demanding to
be heard. All just regular citizens, tax-
payers who are exercising their rights
to participate in government. Not
once have any of them been met with
the armed resistance and show of
force that occurred the night the new
PD was confirmed. Not once were
any of them mistreated or intimidat -
ed. What good government officials,
those sensitive and accountable did
when the numbers increased, was to
move their meeting to another venue
to accommodate everyone inter ested
in attending the meeting. That is the
way it is supposed to be. I am not sure
how many faces of color were in the
crowd, but I seriously think that
would not have made a differ ence to
those elected, in recognizing their job
is to serve, not hide from their con -
stituents. How citizens were treated
with dignity could be consider ed a
teachable moment for County
Republicans serving us.

The solution to the behavior that
the media is now losing interest in is
simple. Remember the Republicans
the next time you vote. Remember
their arrogance. Remember their mis-
use of the power we gave them by
electing them the next time you vote.
Those up for re-election should all
have a Primary. The next General
Election will be an opportunity to let
the voices they refused to hear in
Chambers be heard at the polls.
When elected officials are allowed to
treat citizens with no value, and there
are no consequences, they will do it
again. I can't think of a more deserv-
ing group that needs to be fired or
retired than Republicans. They are on
a roll. They have not only made a
mess of government in Washington,
they will look better gone in the state,
and in Monr oe County especially.
Their power and misuse of it is a tem-
porary situation. All we have to do is
remember, and do the right thing by
replacing them. The power to do so is
in our fingertips, collectively.

Correction : In last week’s ‘SNC’ the
last line of the article was accidentally
omitted. It should have read.

“See son, the "Hip Hop Grandma" was
listening.”

STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you’ve built, the life you live. 

438 North Street
Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax     585-546-3439

Tonya’s Unique BoutiqueTonya’s Unique Boutique Handbags

Clothing

Oils

Colognes

Sun glasses

Silk scarfs

Stockings

2247 Clifford Avenue
Rochester , NY 14609

585-224-0186585-224-0186
Open Thurs, Fri & Sat

Y ou can take from every experience what it
has to offer you. And y ou cannot be defeated
if you just keep taking one breath followed by
another.

~Oprah Winfr ey
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People who dr eam can see
possibi l i t ies despite what
the facts say. Cal l  them

naïve and unsophisticated, but
the fact remains, it has been the
dr eamers who have
advanced civil ization.
One hundr ed years
ago there were two
siblings who dreamed
of a day when men
and women would be
able to travel in
machines that could
f ly. They were con-
vinced that the
amount of time peo -
ple spent t ravel ing
could be cut signifi -
cant ly.  They were
ridiculed and dispar -
aged as they went about building
this contraption. Today, none of
us could imagine a world with -
out the airplane. Each year mil -
l ions of people cr isscross the
globe on these flying machines,
going to various destinations. 

Dr eamers are real ist ic and
ideal ist ic at  the same t ime.
Someone wrote, "Some see and
ask, why? Others see and ask,
Why not?" Dr.  Mart in Luther
King, Jr., saw the injustice, the
poverty, the disease … and the
list goes on. But, instead of just
asking why, he went further . He
asked and answered the ques-
tion, what would my family be
l ike i f  this was di f ferent? Or,
what would the nation be lik e if
this was not so? Or, how would
this world be differ ent i f  this
changed? Dr. King had a dream,
which made him ask, why not? 

Dr eams motivate us to act!

On the other hand, focusing on
problems only serves to immobi-
lize us. If we dare to dream, solu-
tions will begin to pr esent them-
selves. Negativity only short-cir-

cuits the kind of cre-
ativity that leads to
solutions.

Pursuing ones
dreams is not for the
faint of heart. It is
hard work. Some of
the obstacles we face
seem intractable.
Those credited with
invent ing the air -
plane were not the
f i rst  to try.  There
wer e others before
them who met with

costly failure, but they paved the
way for those who came after. 

Our dr eams are not about us.
Just l ike Martin Luther King, Jr .,
some of us may not survive the
process of making our dreams
come true. However , many will
have benef i ted because we
dared to dr eam. 

We all were created with the
capacity to dream. How we use
this capacity will determine our
futur e, as well as the future of
our families, nation, and world. 

Denise M. Josephs is an educator, speaker
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College -PCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of Business
Administration, and owns her own compa-
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is currently pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminary.

Read and R eap!
Dare to Dream
by Denise Josephs

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik e 585.802.6002
Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr others@hotmail.com

* Embellished suits
* Dresses
* Special Occasion Attire
* Career Wear
* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and 

Accessories
* Sizes 10 - 34

Dressed N Style

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many

designer suits

262-3550
Let us dress you 

in style!
Celebration Sale Event

30% OFF with A d

178 W Main St. (1 block west of Washington St.) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

Plans to discourage you from voting
for he whom will eventually
become the Democratic Party

nominee, Barack Obama, are already
being drawn. No I can't swear by that
but trust my paranoid intuition (which
rarely fails if ever). It seems to me the
more voters go to the polls, the less
credit is given to them nowadays for
ushering in a winner. A couple weeks
back CNN (and according to a friend of
mine ABC) only highlighted Hillary's
and McCain's voter count during the
primaries, basically censoring Obama's
results in order to give you the impr es-
sion that Hil was dominating. On Super
Tuesday CNN only acknowledged two
or three states that Obama won while
Ms. Clinton was ahead by at least three
or four states.

I went to bed that night only to wak e up
hearing on the radio (on a right wing
talk station at that), that Obama had
won decisively 13 states to 9 for Clinton.
The fix was on I thought to myself, the
big networks were trying to manipulate
the election updates pretty much the
same way they left off with the 2000
General Election. Desperate measures
were being used to hide the true ongo-
ing tallies by making the loser look
important. But it didn't work on Super
Tuesday and it shouldn't work today.
Historically in this nation, nothing was
more feared than the black vote; lives
were lost just on the suspicion of a black
contemplating a trip to the booth.
Couple that with the majority of the
nation's blacks voting for a black candi-
date and you got a nightmare that even
the most poker-faced white network
power br oker can't endure.

Not only are blacks voting for Obama,
whites males, youths who ordinarily
would not have r egistered this soon;
including college students, and the
same white females Hil's "cry me a
river" tears won over in New
Hampshire, are starting to desert her in
other states. This isn't good news for Hil
because according to a recent
Economist, women make up 60% of the
Democratic vote. Another element to
throw off your enthusiasm for voting for
Obama is the sidebar discussion of this
year's campaign buzz-term
"Superdelegates."

These mysterious powerful Democrats
are being touted as the final decision
makers as to whether or not that candi-
date receives the Democratic Party
nomination. In 2000 the wor d "dele-
gate" was taken out of the deep freeze
and mentioned around the nation. This
time around, the implication is, you
need Superdelegates to stop the tide of

a super candidate or perhaps black
candidate with super national appeal.
Superdelegates wield considerable
power; they comprise almost 800 of the
4,049 delegates at a convention (20%)
and are made up of ex-presidents, sena-
tors, congressmen and high ranking
shot callers. Reportedly one of them is
worth 10,000 votes. As powerful as they
are however, they have one kryptonite,
you. The more the nation leans towards
a candidate, the more likely voters influ-
ence the delegates and the least likely
the Superdelegates will vote against the
tide.

Superdelegates don't call themselves
Superdelegates, nor are they a new
phenomenon. They really like to be
known as unpledged party members
and they have been around officially
since 1980 in order to give a greater
role to active politicians. Your vote can
still beat out the ruling of a
Superdelegate. Howard Dean was way
ahead in the delegate count back in '04
but still lost due to caucus votes. This
role of these unpledged decision mak-
ers could become a major factor this fall
if Obama and Clinton still aren't able to
get the needed delegates to win the
democratic nomination. If this is the
case then a scenario, known as the bro-
kered convention, enters the pictur e.
This is when a nomination is decided by
a smoking room decision by a select
few with little r egard for the public.
Ironically enough, one of y'all's previous
black presidents was selected in this
manner in Obama's home town of
Chicago. Only this was back in 1920
when Republican senators selected
Warren G. Harding as their next
President.

I tossed in the threat of an Orange Alert
as a possible last resort scare tactic in
case Obama wins the nomination and
someone decides the only way to get a
white guy back into the Oval Office is to
raise news of a terror-threat and hope
Americans respond by voting
Republican (even though our last two
domestic hits were planned during
Republican administrations). In the
meantime don't be swayed away from
the caucuses by too much news of elec-
tion outcomes by any other factors than
you the voter. This is a historic time and
you don't want to be on the sidelines
giving your voting power away to
rumors and haters. Nothing is a "Done
Deal" unless you done decided not to
Get out and Vote.

Chris Stevenson writes for various
newspapers and websites nationally...
Contact him at
pointblankdta@yahoo.com

Beware News of  Superdelegates, Done
Deals and Orange Alerts 

(and just vote for Obama)

Commentary and Analysis by Chris Stevenson
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ROBERTS COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL

Offering Lessons in Voice, Piano, Strings, Guitar, 
and All Instruments

Music Together® Classes - birth to 5
Instrumental Jazz Lessons
Robert Pace Piano Lessons

2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997
www.roberts.edu

Music Lessons 
for the Whole Family!

For more information contact
Deborah M. Brown

585.594.6101 or rcms@roberts.edu
Visit our website at www.roberts.edu/rcms

Deeper Finance
by Will Powell

Tax T ime P art 2: Money Savings T ips

I wanted to talk about costly convenient financial
products used by tax preparers that reduce the
amount of time it tak es for you to get a refund. 

Rapid Refund (aka the refund anticipation loan)  
At a glance, this is a great financial product that
allows you to get your tax refund super-fast - nor-
mally in 1-2 days. Normal processing time for a
refund when taxes are filed electronically without a
"rapid refund" is about two weeks. Since the "rapid
refund" is a loan against the refund you expect to
receive, there are certain criteria you must meet to

qualify for the pr oduct. These criteria ensure that none of your refund will be
held back to satisfy delinquent taxes from previous years or delinquent child
support payments which would affect the total amount of r efund that you are
due.  

You would e xpect the "fees" on the loan to be reasonable since it's only a
short-term loan. However, this loan can cost you a substantial amount of
your refund - say to the tune of $200-$500! If this so-called "fee" were con-
verted into an inter est rate, it would hover around 150% or more.

I am not going to say that I've never taken advantage of one of these loans
because I have. However, I have learned that with a little patience I could
have my full refund deposited directly into my checking account in two
weeks and have an extra $250 to spend as I choose.  

Pre-paid Debit Cards
Another pr oduct gaining popularity ar ound tax time is having your refund
loaded on a pre-paid debit card. This card can be used anywhere Visa or
MasterCard is accepted. You can also use the card to withdraw cash fr om an
ATM. But buyer beware as there are additional transaction fees incurred
every time the card is used - be it for a purchase, or at the ATM.

Using any combination of a Rapid Refund and/or pr e-loaded debit card are
great options to have when filing you tax return, or are they? We should do
a better job in considering the true cost of having them. Statistically (and
unfortunately), these products are most popular and available in lower
income areas where the "fees" are least affordable. These "fees" generate
80% of the income for the companies who offer them. So do your research
before you commit to one these products and save yourself some money.

Until next week….LET'S GET DEEP!

William L. Powell, Jr. is founder and president of Mt. Vernon Mortgage Resource Center LLC.

INST ANT GRA TIFICA TION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote

or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent
2018 Latta Road
Rochester, NY 14612
Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company. Bloomington, IL* Insurance and discounts subject to qualifications.

Call my office 24/7

February 25, 2008. Rochester, N.Y…

Geva Theatre Center
Conservatory announces audi-
tions for its annual Summer

Academy. Auditions are open to area
students, ages 12 – 18, of all levels of
experience. This year’s theme is Musical
Theatre and students selected for the
program will take classes in acting,
rehearsal/production, song prepara-
tion, ensemble singing, monologues,
voice and diction, movement and
expansions.

Auditions will be held at Geva Theatre
Center, 75 Woodbury Blvd, on
Thursday, March 27 and Friday, March
28 from 3-6pm and Saturday, March
29th from 10am – 6pm.

Enrollment is limited to thirty students,
thereby assuring that each student will
receive highly personalized training
specifically geared to their experience
level. Students from previous
Academies are welcome and are
encouraged to audition for this sum-
mer’s program. 

Tuition for the pr ogram is $850. Full
and partial scholarships are available.

To schedule an appointment, phone
(585) 232 1366, ext 3035. Students
should be prepared with a one-minute
monologue (classical or contemporary)
and 32 bars of a song. An interview will
follow. Please bring a picture and a
resume.

About the Geva Theatre Center
Conservatory Summer Academy 2008

The Geva Theatre Center Conservatory
Summer Academy 2008 is a five-week
professional theatre training program
for 30 selected young actors, ages 12 to
18, who wish to explore, define and
develop the actor in themselves. Open
to students of all levels of theatre expe-
rience, Summer Academy 2008 will
provide quality training for the begin -
ning actor, as well as advanced level
study for the young actor with pr evious
experience.

The theme of this summer’s program is
Musical Theatre. The program will cul -
minate in a showcase of the students’
work that is open to the public, on
Geva’s Mainstage, on Saturday, August
9th. Students will be granted a certifi-
cate of completion from the Summer
Academy 2008 program.

Geva Theatr e Center Conservatory
Announces Auditions for P opular

Summer A cademy

www .minorityr eporter .net
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by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

B
eautifully Blessed Ladies
About Change (BBLAC) Ink
Publications recently hosted

an event entitled "Celebrating Our
Heritage." It was billed as a
Luncheon and All-male Fashion
Show, and as an invited guest, I
wonder ed if I could sit anywhere,
including Harr o East, from noon
until 4:00 p.m. I had every intention
of sitting close to the door, having
lunch, and listening to
Councilwoman L ovely Warren, who
was the Keynote Speaker. The after-
noon, for me was full of pleasant
surprises at an event coordinated to
perfection by Deborah Houston and
Cynthia Robinson. They know how
to hold an audience comfortably in
their seats. 

The program began with our
Deborah and Cynthia welcoming
guests and inviting them to support
a women's magazine they plan to
publish in the near futur e. The mag-
azine will be published here in
Rochester, NY and will be geared
toward issues affecting women of
color. A PowerPoint pr esentation
that ran consistently, highlighted
issues such as economics, educa-
tion, parenting, and fashion, to men-
tion a few. They solicited support in
terms of writers, advertisers, and
guests were encouraged to com-
plete survey cards at each place set-
ting. 

After the welcome and a prayer,
a local singing group, "Soulful Praise"
(Soulful_Praise@hotmail.com), was
introduced and set the stage for
what promised to be an enjoyable
spirit-driven afternoon. They wer e
extraordinary. The voices of those
young folks were not accompanied
by one note of music.  They sang a
cappella with confidence, pr oducing
a sound that was flawless. The per-
fect harmony could only have been
derived by hours of practice. All I
could determine fr om each voice
was that these young folks were gift-
ed and could rival any gr oup I have
heard, that has received national
exposure and recognition. Take 6
can move over.

Cynthia Robinson, who is also a
poet, in the course of the afternoon
read many of her poems, all of
which wer e placed appropriately
and spoke to the next thing that was
about to occur . Councilwoman
Lovely Warren-Granison was intro-
duced and gave a tear-jerking talk
reflecting on the accomplishments
of Black women, locally and nation -
ally. In paying homage to her ances-
tors, those who came before her, she

emphasized the need for all to know
and understand whose shoulders we
are standing on. She took the time
to honor her deceased grandmoth -
er, her mother who was pr esent, and
her supportive aunts also in atten-
dance.  Her wor ds and her ability to
deliver them wer e heartfelt and
earned her the standing ovation she
received.

Four members of the Alpha Phi
Al Fraternity, Inc. Step Team took
command of the stage and did not
miss a beat. The audience respond-
ed to their step routines with repeat-
ed and spontaneous applause.
Deborah Houston, who I was told
used to model professionally, narrat-
ed the All-male fashion show that
took place next. I intentionally used
the wor d narrate, as opposed to
commentate, because the clothes,
donated by Uptown Express, Black
and Gold Boutique, Jack Green
Men's Shop, Tuxedo Park, Incognito,
and Nataki, spoke for themselves. It
was the first time I have ever attend-
ed a Fashion Show where clothes
were not described, and there really
was no need to. What you saw was
what you could get. Each category,
each outfit, was coordinated and fit
the model. There was something for
everyone in every age range and
size. The African attir e was a special
treat. The models were Darrek
Brantley, Eric Cunningham, Elyette
Clyburn, Robert Downs, L ee
Henderson, Gregory Isom, J.D.
Jackson, Andre' Martin, B.J. Murray,
Stanley Purdie, Willie Robinson,
Myles Rone', Jonathan Spearman
and Roderick Spratling. The actors
in the fashion show skit were Aldrin
and Katrina Wilson.

Another original poem was r ead
by Jack Dees, aka "Ephraim," whose
nervousness, he himself admitted,
was due to this being his first time
reading publicly. The Deejay,
Anthony Thomas, did an excellent
job in keeping the audience enter-
tained and in making sure there
were no dead spots in the program. 

In conclusion, The Black
National Anthem was sung by
"Soulful Praise," who's a cappella
rendition was uniquely arranged. As
one who also sings and has had her
own modeling gr oup, I know the dif -
ference in bad and good, right fr om
wrong. This was an event worth
attending and there was never a dull
moment. I don't doubt for a second
that based on the organizational
ability and planning that went into
the event BBLAC Ink Publications
hosted, we will soon see a magazine
from them.

Beautifully Blessed L adies
About Change


