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585-454-3860
Midtown Plaza
Terrace Level

Rochester, NY 14604

diamonddougsinc.com

Up to 50% to 80% off on selected items

ROBERTS COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL

Offering Lessons in Voice, Piano, Strings, Guitar, 
and All Instruments

Music Together® Classes - birth to 5
Instrumental Jazz Lessons
Robert Pace Piano Lessons

2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997
www.roberts.edu

Music Lessons 
for the Whole Family!

For more information contact
Deborah M. Brown

585.594.6101 or rcms@roberts.edu
Visit our website at www.roberts.edu/rcms
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standing with me to help in this
effort, and I hope together we can
access all of our networks and call on
our friends to lower the number of
new infections caused by this devas-
tating epidemic." 

Abbott is a global, broad-based
health care company devoted to the
discovery, development, manufac-
ture and marketing of pharmaceuti -
cals and medical products, including
nutritionals, devices and diagnostics.
The company has been a leader in
HIV/AIDS research since the early
years of the epidemic. In 1985, the
company developed the first
licensed test to detect HIV antibodies
in the blood and r emains a leader in
HIV diagnostics. Abbott retroviral
and hepatitis tests are used to screen
more than half of the world's donat-
ed blood supply. Abbott has devel-
oped two pr otease inhibitors for the
treatment of HIV. The company
employs 65,000 people and markets
its products in more than 130 coun-
tries.

"At Abbott, we ar e proud of our part -
nership with the Magic Johnson
Foundation and our accomplish -
ments in addressing this public
health crisis, but we recognize that
significant work remains," said Mary
Szela, senior vice president,
Pharmaceutical Operations, Abbott.
"We have set our sights on reaching
even more people in 2008 and will
continue to help combat this epi -
demic in minority populations."

To learn more about the "I Stand
with Magic Program and Campaign
to End Black AIDS" or to join the pr o-
gram, visit
www.istandwithmagic.com. 

About the Magic Johnson
Foundation 
The Magic Johnson Foundation was
established in 1991 as a single-dis-
ease organization that works to raise
funds for community-based organiza-
tions dealing with HIV/AIDS educa -
tion and prevention programs. The
Foundation has since responded to
the growing need to addr ess all
aspects of our youth's lives by
expanding its mission. This expanded
mission emphasizes the Foundation's
focus on supporting community-
based organizations and develop-
ment programs that serve the health,
educational and social needs of
those residing in minority communi -
ties.

About Abbott 
Expanding on its scientific contribu-
tions, Abbott and Abbott F und have
invested more than $100 million in
developing countries to impr ove the
lives of people affected by HIV/AIDS
through programs targeting critical
areas of need, including strengthen-
ing health care systems, supporting
children affected by HIV/AIDS, and
advancing HIV testing and treat-
ment. For mor e information on
Abbott's HIV/AIDS programs, please
visit www.abbott.com/HIVAIDS and
www.abbottglobalcare.org.

'Campaign T o End Black AIDS'
to A frican-American W omen

continued from page 3

Long Beach, CA
(BlackNews.com) -
BlackHomeOwnerNews.com,

the largest source of information for
Black homeowners, announced the
creation of "Black Homeowner
Television Online."

Black Homeowner T.V. Online has
quickly received praises by housing
and consumer groups, because of its
focus on current problems facing
African American homeowners.

"Black Homeowner T.V. Online
serves African American homeown -
ers and first-time home buyers - with
answers for today's turbulent housing
market," says publisher Roy Primm. 

African American homeowners con -
tinue as the most victimized when it
comes to predatory lending, home
improvement scams and contractor
fraud. With for eclosures quietly eat-
ing away at African American com -
munities, it's important African
Americans have a current informa-
tion source.

"African Americans and the elderly
continue as the main target of scam
artist, con men and con-companies.
Why? Because they are the least
informed on subjects like finance,
lending terms and other legal issues
of homeownership. Black
Homeowner Television Online helps
to fill that void," states the fiery pub-
lisher.

Black Homeowner Television Online
strives to tackle problems the main-
stream media ignore, overlook or
neglect - concerning African
American homeowners. Fresh videos
created each week helps to keep
African Americans homeowners
more informed.

"With new housing laws, policies and
rules changing by the day, it's more
important to stay informed now mor e
than ever. B.H.T.V. Online works to
provide lights of hope to African
American homeowners who may
otherwise face dark days," says
Primm. 

Black Homeowner T .V. Online

Newark, DE (BlackNews.com) - 

The National Black Guide LLC
launches four websites this
week to showcase Black busi-

nesses and community events with
www.afrophilly.com which covers
the Philadelphia Metro area,
www.baltimor eblack.com which
covers the Baltimore Metro Area,
www.dcblack.com which covers the
DC metro area, and www.national-
blackguide.com which pr ovides
nationwide coverage.

The sites provide the online exposure
needed for Black businesses as well
as Black communities.

"We aim to be a community r esource
and positively promote African-
American communities on a local as
well as a national level," said
Leonard Young, CEO of the National
Black Guide LLC, the umbrella
organization for the sites.
The site offers business advertising

that starts at as little as $20 a year and
offers free event listings for commu-
nity organizations, churches, alumni
associations, fraternities & sororities,
and other non -profit groups. All
events posted on the local sites will
also be posted on the national site as
well.

"The national site is great for people
traveling to other cities on business
and pleasure and are looking for
Black businesses and events," Young
said.

The sites also features business and
news articles from local profession-
als, an events calendar, provides free
newsletter subscriptions, business
spotlights, as well as other services
for businesses. Additional featur es
and services will be added and tai-
lored to each unique area.

Visitors and businesses are encour-
aged to sign up for the free newslet-
ters to receive the latest news in their
communities. Businesses and organi-
zations interested in advertising can
call 800-670-2368 or visit the individ-
ual sites of www.afrophilly.com,
w w w . b a l t i m o r e b l a c k . c o m ,
www.dcblack.com, www.delaware-
black.com, or www .nationalblack-
guide.com for mor e details.

Young, a Delaware native, launched
Delawareblack.com in September
2006 which had almost 27,000 visi-
tors in 2007. The most recent launch-
es in Philadelphia, Baltimore, DC,
and nationwide will be followed by
as many as four more cities later this
year.

Black Businesses
and Community
Guides Pr ovide
Online Exposur e

( BLACK PR WIRE) (Dallas, TX – March 11,
2008) The 9th annual Fantastic Voyage™ ,
known as the Ultimate Party with a Purpose, is
ready to set sale May 18th - 25th from Miami, but
if you’re still looking for a cabin, you’re not too
late.

To book your cabin on boar d the seven day, six
night cruise on board the world’s largest cruise
liner, the Royal Caribbean International’s
‘Freedom of the Seas’™, go to
BlackAmericaWeb.com (http://blackameri -
caweb.com/fv2008) or call 972.980-SAIL(7245).
This year’s cruise stops in Grand Turk, Turks and
Caicos Islands, San Juan, Puerto Rico, St.
Thomas and Coco Cay, Bahamas. Make sure you
ask about the special, limited availability day
trips.

Grammy winners Erykah Badu and John
Legend will be performing in a special cruise-
passengers only concert at The Coliseum in San
Juan, Puerto Rico., hosted by nationally syndi-
cated media personality Tom Joyner. More than
3,500 guests will be rocking the boat with such
R&B greats as Maze featuring Frankie Beverly,
Chaka Khan, Charlie Wilson, The Stylistics, The
Emotions, Bobby Brown, Johnny Gill and SWV.
For the blues and jazz lovers, there will be Roy
Ayers, Lonnie Liston Smith and Wayne
Henderson. And yes, there will be lots of laughs
with an all-star line up including D.L. Hughley ,
Cedric the Entertainer, Mark Curry, Earthquake,
Ralphie May, Sheryl Underwood, Adele Givens
and John Henton.

Adding to the weeklong buzz of activities are two
movie premieres. Lynn Whitfield will be on
board to watch and discus her new movie,
“Mama, I Want to Sing” and Bill Duke and Vivica
Fox will be on hand for the pr emiere of “Cover”.
During the port stop in Grand Turk, passengers
will have a chance to attend the Governor ’s
Reception, hosted by Premier Dr. Michael Misick
and his wife, Lisa Raye McCoy Misick.

Additionally, there will be a performance of ‘ The
Vagina Monologues’, featuring Dawnn Lewis
and Vanessa Williams. And there will be a wide
range of seminars, card and domino tourna -
ments and the infamous beach party in Coco
Cay, Bahamas.

For passengers who want to show off their
clothes, there will be a theme nights every
evening, including Mardi Gras, white night and
formal night.

To promote the works of African-American
artists and to help keep students in black col-
leges, there will be several prominent A frican-
American artists including Frank Frazier/Visions
in Black, Annie Lee, E & S Gallery in Louisville,
Kentucky and Andre Mayeaux - auctioning off
their works on board.

Sponsors for this year’s cruise are Royal
Caribbean International, Southwest Airlines,
Budweiser, The Home Depot, Ford Edge,
REACH Media Inc., BlackAmericaWeb.com and
Verizon. The sponsors will be active participants
in the cruise, sponsoring concert venues, offer-
ing seminars and product giveaways.

About the Tom Joyner Foundation
Since 1998, the Tom Joyner Foundation has
raised more than $55 million helping mor e than
14,000 students at Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs). The Foundation’s sole
mission is to help keep students in school so they
can complete their education. 

Erykah Badu, John Legend
Headline F antastic V oyage



Every parent thinks "What can I do
to keep my baby healthy?" Here's
a checklist of things to watch out

for.
Regular Checkups 
Checkups allow your doctor to r eview
your child's growth and development,
perform tests, or give shots. Checkups
also are a good time for you to ask
questions. Make a list of your questions
and concerns and bring it with you.
The doctor will have answers to many
questions about your child, such as
whether your child is eating too much
or too little, whether he or she seems
uncoordinated, or what to do if your
child isn't sleeping well. Some authori-
ties recommend checkups at ages 2-4
weeks; 2, 4, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18 months;
and 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, and
18 years. Some children may need to
be seen more often, others less. 

Immunizations 
Immunizations (shots) protect your
child from many serious diseases.
Below is a list of immunizations and
when most childr en should receive
them. Some children, for example
those with chronic illnesses or those in
certain areas of the country, may need
to follow a differ ent schedule. Your
child's doctor can help you decide
which immunizations your child needs
and when. Be sure to talk with the doc -
tor or nurse about possible reactions
and what you should do if your child
has a reaction. Immunizations start at
birth with Hepatitis B and should
include (at various times): Hepatitis B,
Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis:, Tetanus-
Diphtheria, Haemophilus Influenzae
Type B:, Poliovirus, Measles, Mumps,
Rubella, Chickenpox, Pneumococcal
disease (PCV vaccine and PPV vac-
cine), Hepatitis A, and Influenza.
Vision and Hearing 
Your childr en's vision should be tested
before age 5. A child may also need
more vision tests as they grow. Your
child will have had his hearing tested as
a newborn.
If at any age your child has any of the
vision or hearing warning signs listed
below, be sure to talk with your child's
doctor. 

Vision W arning Signs 
* Eyes turning inward (crossing) or out-
ward. 
* Squinting. 
* Headaches. 

* Not doing as well in school work as
before. 
* Blurred or double vision. 

Hearing W arning Signs
* Poor response to noise or voice. 
* Slow language and speech develop-
ment. 
* Abnormal-sounding speech. 

Lead
Lead can harm your child, slowing
physical and mental growth and dam -
aging many parts of the body. The most
common way childr en get lead poison-
ing is by being around old house paint
that is chipping or peeling. Some
authorities recommend lead tests at 1
and 2 years of age. 
Look at the questions below. If you
answer "yes" to any of them, it may
mean that your child needs lead tests
earlier and more often than other chil -
dren. 
Has your child:
* Lived in or r egularly visited a house
built before 1950? (This could include a
day care center, a preschool, the home
of a babysitter or relative, etc.) 
* Lived in or r egularly visited a house
built before 1978 (the year lead-based
paint was banned for residential use)
with r ecent, ongoing, or planned reno-
vation or r emodeling? 
* Had anyone they live with tr eated for
lead poisoning? 

Tuberculosis
Children may need a tuberculosis skin
test if they have had close contact with
a person who has tuberculosis (TB), live
in an area where TB is more common
than average (such as a Native
American reservation, a homeless shel-
ter, or an institution), or have r ecently
moved from Asia, Africa, Central
America, South America, the
Caribbean, or the Pacific Islands. 

Dr. Harrison is a retired Internist who
resides in Rochester, NY. Portions of this
content were modified from authoritative
resources such as the CDC and NIH. The
contents and information in this article
are for informational use only and is not
intended to substitute for professional
medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment.
Always seek the advice of your physician,
or other qualified health provider, with
any questions you may have regarding a
medical condition. 

Caring F or Y our Healthy Child 
by Robert W. Harrison, III, MD 

by Louise Woerner

Home Care of Rochester (HCR) and
Nazareth College hosted a visit by
Dr. Madeline M. Leininger, the

nurse theorist who realized the impor-
tance of culture in care. Dr. Leininger, an
author and nurse researcher, developed
the Sunrise Enabler approach to incorpo -
rate cultural factors into nursing treat-
ment and care. Her theory of transcultur-
al nursing is the first health theory that is
completely nursing based.    

Health disparities between minorities and
the majority population continue to
increase. Minorities experience signifi-
cantly poorer outcomes than their coun-
terparts. According to the 2006 National
Healthcare Disparities Report, "minorities
had worse access to care, received poor
quality care, and disparities in chronic
disease management were increasing."
HCR found this was true of minority
home care patients in their own practice.
"Minority individuals usually come into
our practice sicker, have more active
diagnoses and take more medications.
When we work with them, they often fail
to achieve the same health improvement
our other patients achieve. Something
had to be done," said Elizabeth Zicari,
HCR's Director of Patient Services. 

Consulting with Dr. Marie O'Toole, the
Dean of Nursing at Nazareth College,
also a nurse leader in transcultural nurs-
ing, HCR decided to develop a transcul-
tural approach to minority individuals.
Supported by a grant from the Greater
Rochester Health Foundation, HCR
began to pay more attention to all the
components of care Dr. Leininger had
laid out. These included diagnoses, as
well as social and economic factors that
contributed to poor er health outcomes.
What evolved was a unique home care
model that is culturally congruent, in
other wor ds, the care matches the cul-
ture. Currently, it's the only culture care
model of its kind.

Applying the Leininger approach, HCR
was able to dramatically improve the
health outcomes of minority patients.
People were no longer considered "non-
compliant," when they did not follow the
prescribed plan of care. The nurses spent
time understanding why the individuals
were not following the tr eatment plans
the nurses had prepared, under the dir ec-
tion of the physicians. For example,

rather than simply dictating a menu for a
diabetic patient, the nurse spent time
understanding food preferences and fam-
ily meals of patients. Then the nurse
worked with the individual and family to
determine what changes would be
acceptable to bring the usual diet closer
to what is needed for a diabetic. In Dr.
Leininger's Sunrise Enabler system, this is
the process of "negotiation" and "repat-
terning."   

The initial approaches to making HCR's
care more culturally competent wer e led
by the agency's minority nurses. They had
intensive knowledge of cultural norms
and issues, and were encouraged by the
theoretical framework Dr . Leininger
writes about in her basic nursing text
book, Culture Care Diversity and
Universality.

A key challenge in nursing is the fact that
a large number of patients are from
diverse backgrounds, but nationally, only
12% of nurses are minorities. This means
that nurses from Caucasian backgrounds
must gain cultural competence. That is
why Dr. Leininger's transcultural
approach is so important to the field of
nursing.

HCR faced that problem as it worked to
continue to impr ove its outcomes among
minority individuals in home car e. HCR's
Caucasian nurses needed education in
cultural competence. Dr . O'Toole began
working with HCR's nursing leadership to
develop educational strategies. She rec-
ommended that Dr . Leininger be con-
tacted; recognizing that this pioneering
nurse theorist would be interested in the
amazing improvements in outcomes
HCR was achieving using her model. 

Dr. Leininger was in fact, delighted to
make the trip from Nebraska to
Rochester to provide educational and
motivational talks to HCR's practitioners,
and to nursing students at Nazareth who
were interested in the practical applica-
tion of their transcultural studies.

Dr. Leininger left a lasting impression on
the HCR team and Nazareth students
with her comment that "Nurses should
not be caught in do, do, do, but rather
take time to care." This highly motivation-
al message will assure that progress being
made in reductions in health disparities
can continue, with the L eininger
approach.

Nursing Pioneer Visits R ochester

Dr. Titus A. Howell D.D.S., P.C.
Cosmetic, Implant and Family Dentistry

2510 Chili Avenue, Suite 7, Rochester, NY 14624

585-278-1890

* Family Dentistry
* Preventive Care
* Cosmetic
* Restorative
* Crowns and Bridges
* Veneers
* Bleaching
* White F illings
* Oral Surgery
* Dental Implants

All major insurance accepted. 
No insurance OK! We can help!

Dr. Madeline M. Leininger (center), with staff members from HCR and Nazareth College
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ROCHESTER SPRING FEST ‘08

When: Saturday, March 22nd, 2008
Where: Main Street Armory

Doors Opens at 7pm * Show Time: 8pm
Get Your T icket Early * All Seat s Reserved

Tickets Available at all Ticket Master Outlets
Sponsored by C Note Productions

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

With Maze, Featuring Frankie Beverly

ANew York State grant of $84,000
will help the Rochester City
School District, City of Rochester,

and Monroe County study the potential
benefits of combining their health insur -
ance programs. 

The Department of State announced
the Shared Municipal Services grant
award in January. The Rochester City
School District was lead applicant, with
the City and the County as co-appli-
cants. 
"Health insurance costs represent a
large portion of all of our budgets," said
Superintendent of Schools Jean-
Claude Brizard. "Any opportunity to
work together with the City and County
to reduce those costs is worth exploring
and is good for the taxpayers who sup-
port us."
"The collaboration that allowed us to
earn this grant is unprecedented and is
a partnership that I am proud to be a
part of," said County Executive Maggie
Brooks. "Working together, and aided

by this important grant, we can find a
more efficient and cost-effective way to
provide medical benefits to employees.
This is a big win for the taxpayers of our
community."
"I would lik e to thank Secretary of State
Lorraine Cortés-Vázquez for helping
our community find ways to save
money and improve our efficiency,"
said Rochester Mayor Robert J. Duffy.
"We owe it to our taxpayers to explore
every possible shared service, coopera-
tive agreement and consolidation to
avoid cutting essential services."

The grant-funded project will study
potential cost savings that could result
by creating a municipal health insur-
ance consortium and pooling health
insurance risk.
The goal is to enable the three munici-
palities to manage their medical bene-
fits cost effectively; ensure consistency
with employment policies and contrac -
tual obligations; and realize future cost
efficiencies and savings. 

School District, City , County A war ded State
Grant for Health Insurance Cost R ediction Study

March 10, 2008. Rochester, NY

Geva Theatre Center presents the third
in its American Voices series of new
play readings on Monday, March 24,

2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the Nextstage: Thomas
Repair by Mat Smart.

The motto of the Thomas Repair Shop is “If it
can be fixed, we’ll fix it.” But when a young
woman with a br oken guitar and a lot of
secrets shows up at Jacob Thomas’ door,
Jacob discovers that his family may be the
one thing he can’t repair. A surreal story about
a real family.

The play will be presented in an informal

reading format and is followed by a dis-
cussion with the playwright.  In its 14th
year, American Voices is part of Geva
Theatre Center’s ongoing commitment
to developing and pr oducing new work
for the American theatr e.

Admission to American Voices readings
is free, but reservations are required.
Call the Geva Theatre Center Box Office
at 585-232-Geva (4382) for tickets.  Play
readings sell out quickly, but tickets often
become available the night of the per-
formance. Patron discretion is advised:
Thomas Repair contains strong language
and adult subject matter.

Geva’s American V oices series continues
with “ Thomas R epair ” by Mat Smart 

Rochester, NY — 

Maple Sugaring Weekends, a sure
sign of spring in western New
York, return to the Rochester

Museum & Science Center's Cumming
Nature Center on March 29–30 and
April 5–6. Each day the Visitors Center
will open at 9am and close at 5pm.
Pancake meals will be served from 9am
to 2pm, and sugaring demonstrations
will run fr om 10am–3pm. Meal prices
are $10 for adults (including a half-pint
of real maple syrup to take home) and
$6 for children. Admission to Cumming
Nature Center is free for RMSC mem-
bers. The suggested donation for non-
members is $3 per person (maximum
$10 per family).

Enjoy an early spring outdoor adventure
with your family: 

--  Walk the wooded trails and spot the
first blooms of the season—skunk cab-
bage!

--  Learn about sugaring techniques of
the Haudenosaunee and early pioneer
settlers. 

--  Visit the steaming sugarhouse to
watch the sap boil and taste the first
maple syrup of 2008.
--  Warm up with hot beverages, delec-

table pancakes and sausage, and plenty
of genuine maple syrup. The bright din-

ing area offers great bird and wildlife
viewing as you enjoy your meal.

For the past several years, students
from Naples Central High School have
volunteered as program interpr eters
along the trail to the sugarhouse. To pre-
pare, they spend a day at the Nature
Center learning maple sugaring lore,
from how a tr ee makes sap to the differ-
ent processing techniques of Native
Americans, early pioneers, and today's
modern sugarbush managers. Over the
course of two weekends, 25-30 students
have fun explaining such things as what
part of the tree bark contains sap, how
to tap a tree, and how much sap you'll
need for a gallon of syrup  (40 gallons!).
Teacher Maureen Russell coordinates
the student volunteers and has no diffi-
culty finding enthusiastic recruits. "Over
the years we've had great results from
the program," says Cumming Nature
Center Director David Gotham. "The
students enjoy being outside and passing
along their new knowledge, and our vis -
itors really appreciate the interaction. It's
a win for both the students and the
Nature Center."

For dir ections, visit www.rmsc.org
or call (585)374-6160 (weekends only).

Maple Sugaring W eek ends

When August Wilson died in 2005,
America lost one of its most influential
playwrights. Wilson's legacy - a cycle of
ten plays encompassing a century con-
tinues to captivate audiences around the
world for its poeticism and beauty. Geva
Theatre Center, as part of its five-year
commitment to pr esenting August
Wilson's American Century, will pr o-
duce the fourth play of the cycle, The
Piano Lesson, opening April 15 and run-
ning through May 11.  

Boy Willie, a Southern sharecropper,
wants to sell his family's ancestral piano
to buy land. His sister Berneice refuses to
let it go. Carved into the piano are the
faces of their great-grandfather's wife
and daughter who wer e sold in
exchange for the piano during the days
of slavery. Their arguments over the
piano open the wounds of the past; it

haunts them just as surely as the ghost in
Berneice's house. Where is the bound-
ary between remembering where you've
come from and not being able to let it
go? How do you build the futur e without
forgetting the past?  Set in 1930's
Pittsburgh, this is a richly textured family
drama.
The Piano Lesson premiered in 1989 at

Yale Repertory Theatre and debuted on
Broadway in 1990. It was the recipient of
the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1990, the
Drama Desk Award for Outstanding
New Play, and the New York Drama
Critics Circle Award for Best Play. The
Piano Lesson was made into a made-for-
TV movie in 1995. 

Tickets for this event are free but must
be reserved in advance through the Box
Office: (585) 232-Geva.

GEV A THEA TRE CENTER PRESENTS
AUGUST WILSON'S PULITZER 

PRIZE- WINNER,  THE PIANO LESSON
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Diane Sheffield and Djed Snead

The Rochester Maafa Celebration
Committee is in the planning
stages for the 10th Annual Maafa:

Day of Remembrance Ceremony event.
This ceremonial event will honor the
African ancestors who perished during
the Middle Passage. The event will be
held on Thursday, July 3, 2008 from
6:00-8:00 pm at the Durand Eastman
Park-Lake Shoreline.

The word "MAAFA" is a Kiswahili word
which means "disaster" or "horrific
event" coined by Dr. Marimba Ani in
her book, "Let the Circle be Unbroken."
Maafa refers to the destruction of
African Civilization on the continent of
African by outside predatory forces; the
Arab and European Slave Trades
(Middle Passage); and the devaluation
and ongoing denigration of people of
African descent in the Diaspora today.

The Maafa Celebration Committee
does not agree that the process
described above should be referred to
or thought of as the "African
Holocaust." The Holocaust is a word
that refers to being "completely burned"
and implicates/infers a comparison with
the massacre of the Jewish people dur-
ing World War II. Maafa is an African
word, designated by African people to
describe our ordeal, and is in keeping
with the Kwanzaa principle,
Kujichagulia (Self-Determination). The

"Day of Remembrance" is first and fore-
most about people of African descent
healing ourselves spiritually and emo-
tionally, so that we can build better fam-
ilies, communities and institutions.   

The theme of this year's Day of
Remembrance is "To Build a Better
Come-Unity" and speak to the
Committee's determination to take the
lessons learned from the past and build
a community, city, and world that
reflects the best of our human charac-
teristics. We acknowledge that this will
happen only through conscious effort
and unity.

The Day of Remembrance is set aside as
a special day, but the Maafa Celebration
Committee is dedicated to working 24/7
to educate and promote respect for
people of African descent worldwide.
They are working with agencies, educa-
tional, social and religious groups and
organizations, to inform our community
about what the Maafa is and what can
be done about it.

The Maafa Celebration Committee is
seeking volunteers to assist with com-
munity outr each, fundraising and set-
up on the day of the event. Sponsors
are also needed for tables, chairs, tents
and sound equipment. If you are inter-
ested in being a volunteer or sponsor,
please call 234-1641, 271-7010.or con-
tact us via email at:
TheMaafa@yahoo.com.    Harambee!

MAAF A : Day of R emembrance

Ar ound the community

Do you or a family member have high
blood pr essure or diabetes or kidney
disease?  Are you African American?  If
you answered "yes" then you are at risk
for kidney disease. 
The National Kidney Foundation of
Upstate New York will conduct a fr ee
kidney health checkup for people at
increased risk for kidney disease on
Saturday, March 15, 2008 from 10 AM  -
NOON at the Baobab Cultural Center,
728 University Avenue, in Rochester.
The checkup is part of the National
Kidney Foundation's kidney disease pre-
vention efforts to identify and educate
people at high risk - those with diabetes,
high blood pr essure or a family history
of kidney disease. 

Baobab's Executive Director, Hoffman
Moka Lantum, eagerly offered the
Center as a site for the kidney check-up.
"African Americans are at four times
greater risk for developing kidney dis-
ease. Diabetes, the leading cause of
Chronic Kidney Disease, is more com-
mon in A frican Americans.
Compounding the pr oblem is the fact
that the high blood pr essure, the second
leading cause of Chronic Kidney
Disease, appears more often in African
Americans than in other ethnic gr oups.
Many experts believe that African
Americans may have an inherited ten-
dency to develop these diseases.  This is
a great opportunity to have some free
medical testing done to determine if
you are at risk for what could be a very
serious condition and learn what inter -
ventions are needed early on," Lantum
explained. 

"1 in 9 adults in Upstate New York has
chronic kidney disease and most don't
even know it. Thousands more are at
risk. We know that if we start early with
education, detection and if necessary,
medical intervention, we can often
postpone the onset of kidney disease or
kidney failure and in some cases, even
prevent it from ever developing," says
Rosa Lloyd, NKF Community Outreach
Director.  "Past screenings have shown
that over 50% of the participants
checked learned that they may kidney
disease.  As important, they also learned
what action steps they need to take for
appropriate follow up to slow or the
delay the progression of the disease,"
she added. 
The kidney health checkup will include
blood pr essure checks, a finger stick for
glucose to test for diabetes and urine
check for any signs of kidney disease.
The testing takes approximately fifteen
minutes. 
The Kidney Health Checkup also
includes free admission to the Baobab
Cultural Center and Art Gallery.  To reg-
ister for the free kidney health checkup
or to learn mor e, contact the National
Kidney Foundation of Upstate New York
at (585) 697-0874  x 34.
The National Kidney Foundation of
Upstate New York is dedicated to pre-
venting kidney and urinary tract dis -
ease, improving the health and well-
being of individuals and families affect-
ed by these diseases and increasing the
availability of all organs for transplanta-
tion.

Fr ee Kidney Health Checkup at
Baobab Cultural Center on Mar ch 15th

The Rochester West Indian Festival Organization, Inc. (RWIFO, Inc.) will be host-
ing its 24th Annual Scholarship Fundraiser Dinner to honor and pr esent scholar-
ships to outstanding and academically sound High School students, who will be

entering college later this year. This event will be held on Saturday, March 29th 2008,
at the Clarion Riverside Hotel, located at 120 East Main St, Rochester, NY. Their will be
a reception at 6:00pm and a Caribbean cuisine dinner promptly at 7:00pm, with
music, fun, dancing, and lots more after the ceremony. There is a donation of $40 for
adults and $25 for students 12-18 and tickets can be purchased at the door or in
advance by emailing us at rwifo@rwifo.com.

With the average tuition and fees at four-year public college's rising year after year, out-
stripping increases in financial aid and pushing students into more borrowing, every lit -
tle bit of aid is needed, especially for full time students who are unable work full time
jobs. That's what RWIFO, Inc. wants to do, help our youth affor d and attend college.
RWIFO, Inc. was formed in 1984 as a voice and vehicle for the Rochester Caribbean
community.  RWIFO, Inc. primary focus is the young people in the community. To
date, over $66,000 has been awarded to local area students seeking to continue their
academic careers through higher education.

The keynote speaker for this event is Jamaican born Mr. Evon L. Jones, Corporate
Vice President and Chief Information Officer of Bausch & Lomb. For questions or
more information about the Scholarship Fundraiser Dinner Dance, such as photo's, its
history, or for ticket information, please visit the RWIFO, Inc. website at
www.rwifo.com or contact us at 585-234-0909 or via email at scholarship@rwifo.com.
Please join us as we celebrate the academic success with our recipients.

The Scholarship Fundraiser Dinner is sponsored by the Rochester West Indian Festival
Organization, Inc. (RWIFO, Inc.). RWIFO, Inc. is an Non-profit organization with
501(c)(3) status. Its mission is to promote the Caribbean cultur e in the city of Rochester,
New York and its surrounding areas. RWIFO, Inc. is dedicated to the educational and
mental success of our youth, young adults, and adult population. Its goal is to build a
stronger, wiser, and successful Community: Culturally, Socially, and Financially.

Rochester W est Indian F estival Or ganization
pr esenting over $4,000 in scholarships

Rochest er W or k s Summer Job
Application Deadline Apr il 1 1

The deadline for students to apply for summer employment through the City of
Rochester and RochesterWorks is fast approaching. April 11th is the last day
applications can be submitted. This is the ONLY application to be available for
youth interested in seeking summer employment assistance from the City and
RochesterWorks. It is important to note there will not be another application
released by RochesterWorks in June as in the past. 

For more information, please visit either the City of Rochester (www.city-
ofrochester.gov) or RochesterWorks (www.rochesterworks.org) website or call
258-3500

The City of Rochester's Summer of Opportunity Program and RochesterWorks
Summer Employment Program have joined efforts to provide summer jobs for
students.  Jobs are limited, and not every student that applies or is eligible will be
hired. Students should not delay!

Rochester, New York, March 7, 2008

The Central Library of Rochester
and Monroe County is holding its
annual GIANT Used Book Sale

Friday, March 14 through Sunday,
March 16.  Over 40,000 books will be
for sale in the Kate Gleason Auditorium
of the Bausch & Lomb Public Library

Building, 115 South Avenue, Rochester.
Sale hours:  Friday and Saturday, 9:00
am-5:00 pm, and Sunday, 1:00-4:00 pm.
Prices range from 25¢ to $1 – excluding
special items.
For questions or more information,
please call Rundel Library Foundation
at 428-8322.

CENTRAL LIBRAR Y
GIANT USED BOOK SALE
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CLASSIFIED
To place a classified ad call us at 1-888-792-9303 e xt. 82

SERVICES

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?

COMMUNITY CALENDAR:
Email to event s@minorityreporter .net

JEANO T AXI
Open 24 hours, 7 days/week

10% off from
November -’07 to Mar ch ‘08

585-342-9339

HELP W ANTED

Seeks serious business own-
ers / entrepreneurs that want
to expand their business to

one of our ideal commer cial
locations in the City of

Rochester.
Needed businesses:

Coffee Shop
Copy & Business Service

Center
Café / Restaurant

Consignment Retailers
Serious inquiries call 

585-576-6634 or email:
risegoinc@yahoo.com

w w w . m i n o r i t y r e p o r t e r . n e t

Seeking all James Madison
Alumni.
Please login and add your infor-
mation.  The reunion is
approaching. August 15, 16, 17
2008  
Check in with us!  Type the url….
Password 2008
www.mhsalumni.myevent.com.htm

Wednesday , March 26, 2008, 9
a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Urban League of Rochester and
Action for a Better Community
present a feature address by U.S.
Senator Charles Schumer on The
Crisis of African-American Male
Unemployment. Special Remarks
from James Norman, President &
CEO ABC, Inc. and William
Clark, President  & CEO, Urban
League of Rochester, NY, Inc.
Remarks to be followed by ques-
tions and comments from the
audience. 
RSVP by March 21, 2008 to
Senator Schumer's Office at 585-

263-5866 or rocint@schumer.sen-
ate.gov

Open MIC Night W ednesdays,
8 p.m.
S.W.O.R.D. (Spoken Word
Organization of Rochester
Development) at The
Underground Café, 480 W. Main
St., Rochester NY 
All Men and All W omen with
something to say are Welcome.

Saturday , March 22, 2008, 4
p.m., Mood Makers Books, 274
N. Goodman Street, Rochester,
NY

The Men of Memorial AME Zion
Church present a book discus-
sion: The Audacity of Hope,
Thoughts on Reclaiming the
American Dr eam, by Barack
Obama. Maurice R. Snipe, Book
discussion moderator.

$19.99 (+$3 S & H)
Trinity S. W., P. O. Box 603

Buffalo, NY 14215
or 

Mood Makers Bookstore
274 N. Goodman St.

II Edition
Willie A . Price

Books

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
Skilled Machinist

Skilled Sheetmet al Brake Operators
Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

Upfront 
Cleaning Service

Our thor ough cleaning
process  includes the best
customer service in town.

Proprietor: Frances Lynn
Phone:  (585):749-0330

Email: 
upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

SERVICES

Send Resumes to: pkent@conserve-arm.com
or fax to 585-421-1033 EOE.

Free L ance
Writers W anted
Minority Reporter
is looking for Free
Lance Writers to
cover stories in
the Rochester

area. Will pay per
asignment.

email writing sample to:
jchoward@minorityr eporter.net

Metro Justice
seeks a full-time organizer
to coordinate canvassing,
recruit and assist with local
and statewide campaigns.
Creativity, multi-tasking
and commitment to social
justice required.  Ability to
communicate with differ -
ent ages, ethnic and socio-
economic backgrounds a
must.  
Competitive benefits,
friendly office, rewarding
work. 325-2560 . 

Reply by 3/25. 
www.metrojustice.org.

* Earn 50% Commissions To Start
* Be Your Own Boss                     
* Unlimited Earnings Potential

Terra Smiley 530.0112
www.youravon.com/terrasmiley

$10 will S tart your own Avon Business

FOR RENT

Single family Home for
rent. 4 bedrooms, spacious
rooms, off-street parking.
Rent $650/month. Call 414-
3821 for more info.

Families of children who will be
entering kindergarten or who
are new to the Rochester City
School District are invited to an
Elementary School Fair to
learn more about Rochester’s
elementary schools before
enrolling for next year.
The Fair will be held Saturday,
April 5 at School of the Arts, 45
Prince Street, from 12:00-3:00
p.m. It is open to:
*   Families of entering kinder-
gartners

*   Catholic school families of
elementary-age children
(grades K-6)

*  Families whose children who
will be entering a Rochester
elementary school for the first

time

The Fair is an opportunity for
families to meet elementary
school principals and staff,
learn about the programs each
school offers, and determine
which schools provide the best
educational fit for their chil -
dren.

Entering kindergartners can be
registered for school right at
the Fair. New entrants to the
District at other grade levels,
including Catholic school stu-
dents, will receive information
on the elementary registration
process. District staff will be on
hand to answer questions and
provide assistance.

Elementary School F air Offers One-Stop
Opportunity for P ar ents, Childr en T o Get
To Know R ochester Schools




