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“Fr om information ....to.... understanding.’

A Pr ofile of Governor
David A . Paterson

by Stephanie Salmon

1. David Alexander Paterson was born on May 20, 1954, in Rochester, NY
Brooklyn, N.Y., to labor law attorney Basil Paterson and his wife, www .MinorityR eporter .net
Portia. His father was the second black politician nominated for
statewide office in New York and served as a state senatarThe first

of two sons, David was legally blind from birth, with only partial I N S I D E
sight in his right eye.
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2. When their son was denied the opportunity to attend classes with
sighted students in his hometown, Raterson's family moved to
Hempstead, N.Y,, so that he could participate in a mainstream class
room. An excellent student, Paterson graduated from high school in
three years.

‘Face to the Name’

3. He attended Columbia University, receiving a bachelor's degree
in history in 1977. He worked at various jobs for a few years and
then earned a law degree from Hofstra Law School in 1983.

In 1985, Paterson was elected to the New York State Senate, iep
resenting the 30th State Senate District, which encompasses
Harlem, East Harlem, and the Upper West Side neigh
borhoods of Manhattan. It is the same district his father

cont’d on page 3
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Magic and Cookie Johnson Expand 'Campaign T 0
End Black AIDS' to A frican-American W omen in 2008 2 O O 8

Cookie Johnson, W ife of Earvin

"Magic" Johnson, W ill Educate Jo b F a I r
African- American W omen on the

Importance of HIV/AIDS COLL ABORA TION
Prevention, T esting and T reatment page 8

Through the "I Stand with Magic" program,

Abbott and the Magic Johnson Foundation are

joining forces to address the alarming rate of

HIV/AIDS in the African-American community

by aiming to reduce the new HIV infection rate NA T I O N AL
in half over five years. Through this partnership,

Earvin "Magic" Johnson and Abbott hold edu -

cational activities and testing events in cities N E W S
with high HIV infection rates. In 2006, the initia -

tive embarked on a 10-city tour of high schools page 11

and counseling centers across the nation to

provide HIV testing, education and additional
resources for HIV-positive individuals. In 2007,

el finwraattttal \ R OUND THE
Cookie Johnson, wife of Earvin "Magic" COMMUNITY

Johnson will be touring thr oughout the country
in 2008 to educate women on HIV/AIDS. page 14
Earvin "Magic" Johnson will continue to be the
primary ambassador for the "I Stand With
Magic" program to inform people about the dis -
ease, encourage people to get tested and if nee
essary seek treatment for HIV if they are HIV

positive.
program, a part of the "Campaign to End Black

con'ton page 3 An American Company
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Letters, Comments

My V ote Goes to Hillary!

Dear Editor:

s an experienced community
Ahealth nurse, who has worked

for twenty years on the ground in
Rochester, | am committed to civic par -
ticipation around public policy matters.
| know that this is indispensable to
addressing our community needs. As a
recent graduate of SUNY Biockport's
Master of Public Administration pro-
gram, and now on Faculty at MCC, |
fully support activities that promote
civic participation and community serv -
ice in higher education among faculty
and especially the students. MCC is
good at advancing this agenda. Civic
engagement and community service
are measures associated with overall
student success.

As a confirmed 2008 presidential elec-
tion delegate, and a lifelong Monroe
County Democrat, | seek opportunities
to demonstrate to young people, my
family and my neighbors, that it is posst
ble to be a part of the process and to
make a difference, especially as a
woman and as an African American.
This is partly why | am so ecited about
both of our very capable Democratic
presidential candidates for 2008, and
the growing interest demonstrated
among my teen children and all
young people across the nation. |
believe and hope that the electoral
process will be forever changed and

Let Me Get This
Dear Editor:

t the February 12th Monroe
ACounty Legislature meeting, |

attempted to speak at the public
forum. When | ran over my two -minute
limit, L egislature President Wayne Zyra
ordered Sheriff Deputies to forcefully

remove me from the meeting. Here is
what | was not allowed to say:

In 1977, | was a member of the Rublic
Defender Merit Selection Committee
comprised of three judges, three
lawyers, two other community mem -
bers and 3 county legislators - epubli-
cans, democrats, liberals and conserva
tives, Black, Latino and whites. After a
nationwide search and screening over
40 applicants, the Committee unani-
mously recommended three candidates
to the Monroe County Legislature. The
Legislature unanimously appointed Ed
Nowak as Public Defender.

In 2008, there were only three candi-
dates for the job. The job wasn't even
advertised in the Democrat & Chr onicle
much less statewide or nationwide. The
process for selecting a new Riblic
Defender took place in the office of
County Republican Party chairman
Steve Minarik and in closed-to-the-pub-
lic Public Safety Committee meetings
scheduled at the last minute with no
public notice -- including one at 8 a.m.
Saturday morning. The Legislature's

.net

inclusive from here forward.

| am further encouraged when | see the
community working together ar ound

issues lile the Public Defender selection
process, the MCC pesidential selection
process, the Zep Tolerance policy and

the Rochester's Children's Zone agenda
to engage and activate parents and
extended families, creating solutions, to
improve overall health and well being

for better education outcomes in the

City of Rochester.

As a voter who plans to be in Denver
this August, | maintain that | see Hillary
as the best qualified and equipped can-
didate for the job. | also know that
Barack would serve our nation
admirably too. | hope to see them work -
ing together well beyond November.

’ - = No one knows
better than the
two of them,
how genuinely
qualified and
sincere they
each are, to lead
desperately
needed change
in our nation.

Julie Hutchinson BSN, MR
FINCH consultant, Rmilies in Need of
CORE Health MCC Eculty member

Off My Chest...

Republican leaders said the job
required not just a lawyer - but also a
professional administrator with budget
experience to oversee and protect tax-
payers' multimillion-dollar investments
in the community's public law firm.

Four Republican legislators took just 45
minutes to interview a candidate who

contributed to Republican and
Conservative Party coffers. They pro-
nounced him the best qualified, and
rammed his appointment through the
Legislature in a blatant arrogant parti-
san show of power. Legislature
President Wayne Zyra rejected out of
hand the offer of highly regarded
Republican past presidents of the State
Bar Association to chair a merit selec
tion process. That pocess would have
assued the competence, credibility and
integrity of the Public Defender's office
in the eyes of all the citizens of our com-
munity.

In 1973 and again in 1977 our commu-
nity came together -- judges, lawyers,
law enforcement, prosecutors, clemy,
and community leaders, advocates of
the needy, human service agency exec-
utives and workers, rich, middle class
and poor people, blacks and Latinos
and whites, county legislators and state
legislators, epublicans, democrats, con-
servatives and liberals -- in a united
effort. A merit based hiring process pio-
duced the best Public Defender's office

We Must A ct Now!

Dear Editor:

ested interests and power plays;
Vwe have all watched as our

nation has been victimized by the
philosophies of arrogance and partisan-
ship. We have watched as that approach
has in turn drifted down to our own
Monroe County. We watched as those
vested interests have educed county
government to power grabbing and
have trampled compromise and
process. W\ are witness to repeated and
repeating attempts by republican law-
makers to thwart the very system of
democracy under which we live. The
most recent and the incident closest to
home, being the Monroe County
Legislature's Republican majority's deci-
sion to disregard the merit-based selec
tion process for choosing a new Riblic
Defender and returning the Public
Defender's Office to a mere patronage
position. We have watched as con
cerned and frustrated citizens are treat-
ed as potential revolutionaries or crimi -
nals. These ae abuses of power!

The people who have lost the most in
the most recent example of arbitrary
partisanship are people who have the
least influence on Monroe County gov-
ernance. Now is the time for those of us
with more affluence and more influ-
ence, to speak up and act out for the
sake of democratic principles. We
encourage all who support open gov-
ernment and good government policies
to join with those whose voices are less
often heard in the halls of government.

Barbara Fox

in the state and perhaps the nation.
Now we have a partisan politically
appointed Public Defender.

Something is wrong when power is cen-
tralized in one person, the Party Chair,
who demands his  Republican
Legislators give unconditional obedi-
ence with no room for any criticism or
dissent. Something is wiong that not
one of fifteen Republican Legislators
will show the heart, the brain or the
courage to pull the curtain back and
expose the man behind the curtain who
finances their campaigns, controls
whether they will run unopposed or
have to face a primary if they are not
obedient.

If Wayne Zyra, or a Republican
Legislator, or Public Defender Tim
Donaher, or Party Chair Steve Minarik
were arrested, they would use a merit
selection process to choose their lawyer
They would not hir e their lawyer based
on a partisan political process nor go to
their Republican Party Chair and have
him select their lawyer. They would
exercise their right to have the most out-
standing lawyer they could afford.
People who cannot afford to hire a
lawyer should have the same right.

Bob Bonn
1977 Public Defender Merit Selection
Committee



Some things you may not alr
know about David A

eady
. Paterson

continued from pagel

had represented.

5. Paterson gained national attention in

the 1990s because of his efforts to pe-
serve an African-American burial

ground that was discovered at the exca-
vation site for construction of a new

federal building in New York City. He
worked to secure federal funding for
the project and said in 1997 that
"through the discovery of the African-
American Burial Grounds, our history
has at last come to the surface for all of
us to know and respect.”

6. In 2002, David Paterson was elected
Democratic leader of the New York
State Senate, the first nonwhite legisla
tive leader in New York's history.

7. In 2004, he became the first visually
impaired person to address a

Democratic National Convention and,

in 2006, he was elected New York's first
African-American lieutenant governor .

8. David Paterson lives in Harlem with
his wife, Michelle, and their two chil -
dren, Ashley and Alex.

9. Paterson is a boad member of the
Achilles Track Club, an international
track club for athletes with disabilities.
He completed the New York City
Marathon in 1999. He is also on the
President's Council of the American
Foundation for the Blind.

10. When asked by the New York
Amsterdam News about life lessons he
had learned, Paterson replied, "You
never get to any level of leadership
where your race is not a factor." He
continued, "You don't want to be the
first; you want to be the first of many."

'‘Campaign T o End Black AIDS' to

A frican-American W

omen

continued from pagel

AIDS," has provided free HIV/AIDS
testing to more than 21,000 Americans
in 16 major cities with large African-
American populations as part of the "I
Stand With Magic" tour. Additionally,
the program has educated nearly
200,000 people about HIV, risk factors
associated with the disease; the impor
tance of HIV testing and how to care
for yourself or someone you know liv-
ing with the disease. More than 70,000
individuals have enrolled in the pro-
gram in order to receive regular
newsletters and communication from
Magic Johnson about how to stay
informed about the disease. Anyone
who is personally impacted by HIV is a
caretaker of someone who is HIV posi-
tive or just wants to support the cause
can enroll on the program's Web site,
www.istandwithmagic.com.

According to the Center for Disease
Control (CDC), in 2005, approximately
half of the nearly 40,000 new HIV/AIDS
diagnoses in the United States

occurred among African Americans,
who represented just 13 pecent of the
general population. The impact of
HIV/AIDS  on

African-American

women has been particularly concern-
ing. HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of
death for African-American women 25-
34 years old. In 2005, the AIDS diagno
sis rate for African-American women
was approximately 23 times the rate for
Caucasian women. Further, this minor-
ity population accounts for 66 percent
of new HIV/AIDS cases among all
women.

Cookie Johnson, the wife of Earvin
"Magic" Johnson, is now touring the
country with the "I Stand With Magic"
program to educate minority women
about HIV/AIDS and provide tools for
prevention and testing. Cookie prides
herself on being the first to "stand" with
Magic. In addition to Cookie, the pro-
gram is extending an invitation to other
prominent African-American leaders to
join the campaign.

"When we first learned about Earvin's
diagnosis we bonded together as a
family to arm ourselves with education
on HIV/AIDS," said Cookie. "I was
determined that we would fight this dis -
ease together as a family As the newest
'| Stand With Magic' program ambassa
dor, | will encourage women in minor -
ity communities in America to get edu -
cated, tested and treated for HIV/AIDS
throughout the next year....I want to
share what we learned about
HIV/AIDS with others, especially
women who might be going thr ough a
similar situation as my own."

"Educating minority communities
about HIV/AIDS and encouraging
them to get tested and seek teatment is
crucial to helping prevent HIV in the
African-American community,” said
Earvin "Magic" Johnson. "I am thrilled
that many prominent leaders in the
African-American community are

con't on page 11

* Embellished suits

* Dresses

* Special Occasiokttire
* CareerWear

* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and

Dressed N yle

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many|
designer suits

Accessorie
* Sizes 10 - 34 262-3550
Celebration Sale Event Let us dress you
30% OFF  with A d | in style!

178W Main St. (1 block west ofVashington §) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

o8 rea

estauranté(atering
436:94630

MJ Daily Bread

540 W. Main Street, Rochester, NY 14608
Tel. 436.4630 / Fax. 436-5233

Buy ONE Lunch, get ONE Lunch 1/2 off
offer valid 3/7 - 3/28, 2008

Fry ever
Friday

Hours of Operation:
Tuesday - Thursday: 9AM - 4PM
Friday: 9AM - 7PM, Saturday: 8AM - 3PM
Closed Sunday and Monday

Fish

COME SEE OUR NEW LARGER LOCATION!

—SEOLDSTEINS 2~

CLOTHING anp SHOES

468 W. MAIN ST. + (585)454-7715

Suits from Giorgio Brutini, John Raphael,
EASTE R t;aprano, Zﬁhi, Pa:ellijand motl',e.
SUIT SALE

starting at

Sizes 38-60 « Special orders to size 72
Lay-A-Ways accepted
Dress shoes from Stacy Adams & Giorgio Brutini

to City Hall

¥ Rochester, New York

o

¥

CUSTOM METAL

One of a kind custom metal art for your home
and business at affordable prices

M RAILINGS
W FENCES
B FURNITURE
B GARDEN ART
W GATES
B BENCHES
® SCULPTURE

h

I would be happy to come and ralk ro you.
Contact Designer and Craftsman Greg Rice

Visit our collection of custom metal art at

www.vancecurvescustommetal.com

e-mail Grw@frontiernet.net
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Commentary and Analysis by Chris Stevenson

Mass-Black Imprisonment:
The New States Rights

hen it 1994 mid-term Congressional and
Wcomes
t o}

Senate elections were all about, but |
heard the proclamations of less higher
financing prisons education and more prisons form a
the ball is in the new wave of politicians; the "Angry

black man's White Males."

court. He is the
only one that can either put adentin As a result of that Republican
or almost shut them down completely, takeover, more prisons were

through his abstaining from criminal
activity. | recently heard Minister Louis
Farrakhan state there are more black
men incarcerated in America than
anywhere else in the world put togeth-
er (I believe he put the number of
black .inmates at one million).

built.1995 saw a new States Rights
emerge from that because more

money was spent building prisons
($2.6 billion) than universities ($2.5

billion) for the first time ever. Need |

remind you that the prison budget

increase was concurent with heavy

drug target demographics? Four years
after many of the prisons were built

The Center for Juvenile & Criminal

Justice released a report revealing

that 1998 was the first year that
America's prison's incarcerated more

than a million non -violent offenders:

"What is most disturbing about the

prison population explosion is that the
people being sent to prison are not the

Ted Bundies, Charlie Mansons and
Timothy McVeighs-or even less sensa
tionalized robbers, rapists and mur

derers-that the public imagines them
to be. Most of the defendants who
have been found guilty of nonviolent

and not particularly serious crimes do

not have features that agitate high lew

els of concern in the minds of the pub-

lic. Over a million people have been

warehoused for non-violent, often

petty crimes, due to our inability- our

choice not to sort out America's lin-

gering social problems from those
which thr eaten us with real harm." In

'98 the US prison population was 1.8
million. This mass increase in black
incarceration has not led to a big drop

in crime, nor was it intended to. The

purpose for the increase is self-ew
dent, just as it looks; to get as many
black males behind bars as possible.
Prison is just the most popular and
profitable population contr ol for racist

whites since slavery

If you think prisons would be the huge
industry it is today if white men made
up the majority of those sentenced,
then you must be smoking crack.
Without blacks there would be no
Prison Industrial Complex (PIC). A
recent December report by Human
Rights Watch and the Bureau of
Justice Statistics shows that 2.25 mH
lion persons are incarcerated in the
US prisons and jails (an all-time high).
Of these, black men are incarcerated
at a rate 6 times higher than white
men. This puts the overall rate of
incarceration in the US at 751 per
100,000 residents. Even when com-
pared to other countries long criti -
cized by the US as being less political
ly, economically, or morally advanced,
the US figure is conspicuously high.
Libya is 217 per 100,000, Iran and
China-whom the US is always trying to
moralize about freedom and disarma-
ment-are 212 per 100,000 and 119 per
100,000 respectively. The UK's rate is
148, Canada is 107 and the deaded
France is 85. According to
Prisonsucks.com of the Rison Policy
Initiative, in 2006 the black male
incarceration rate was 4,789 per
100,000. Juxtapose that with the black
male lock-down in an openly racist
country like South Africa during their
final year of Apartheid 1993; 851 per
100,000 and what does that say about
the US, especially under the Bush
Administration?

White conservatives and their sup-
porters know you don't fight crime
with fear, but the damage was done
with bizarre mandatory sentencing
guidelines like the "Rockefeller Drug
Laws." In spite of these overwhelming
odds the war over black mass incar
ceration can't be won by expecting
whites to change their laws or racist
thinking. Above all else white
Americans are a very visual people.
Black men must change their appear-
ance and manner from thug-ism to
professionalism.

It would be safe to assume that a
major reason the US incarceration
rate is so ridiculously high is too few
people contest it. The lack of outcry is
tied into the lack of empathy towar ds
the PIC's taget population; blacks.
Due to the success of some of the
most idiotic laws in the world, we
have an exaggeratedly high amount of
black inmates that were arrested for
non-violent crimes. Back in the '90's
even when there were an overwhelm-
ing number of blacks incarcerated |
saw the prison boom with the
onslaught of conservatism. A lot of
people failed to understand what the

4  www .MinorityR eporter .net

Chris Stevenson writes for various news
papers and websites nationallyContact
him at pointblankdta@yahoo.com

STRA'GHT ...no chaser

by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

omeone really needs to help
Sr:/\e understand this fascination
e Americans have with some-
one else's sa life. Eliot Spitzer didn't
rape a 15 year old, he didn't kill any-
one, he did not commit armed r ob-
bery, he didn't open fire at a school
or college campus, and he did not
kidnap anyone. What did he do
wrong? He hurt himself and his fam-
ily. So whose business should that
be? Oh yes, he did disappoint those
who believed and supported him.
So now he has a decision to male.
Let him make it and get off the man's
case. Enough is enough, aleady.
Who are you sleeping with behind
your wife or husband's back? Who
are you lusting for? His real sin, he
got caught. Before | start getting let-
ters from perfect people who have
never made a mistake, let me say
that | think we have far too many
suffering from hypocrisy and who
seem to get a cheap thrill when oth-
ers have fallen from grace.

"Scandalous" accoding to the
pundits. Yep, today, the media had a
field day. Yep, NY State Governor
Eliot Spitzer today joined the club of
men like Larry Craig, Mark Foley,
Kwame Kilpatrick, Marion Barry, Bill
Clinton, Gary Hart, Jesse Jackson
and others we had placed on some
imaginary pedestal and who
revealed the only time they walk on
water is when it is frozen. They are
only human. Humans make mis-
takes. Humans ae prone to err.
These are just men, committed to
public service, who lead anything
but normal work schedules and
lives. These ae men with personal
demands on them, demands the
average person could not handle.
Some are publicized, others not.
There are needs occurring, obvious-
ly affecting their judgment to the
point that they run the risk of bring -
ing shame to themselves, their fami
lies, their children.

The attention the media has paid
to their indiscretions is what is scan
dalous. The hypocrisy is what males
me want to gag. The judgmental
remarks, coming from those who are
probably as guilty of doing the same
thing, are also scandalous.
Personally | could care less who is
sleeping with whom. That is a per-
sonal choice. A man's indiscretions
with a prostitute, mistress, concu
bine, or with one of the same sex is

lous

his personal business. Not mine, not
yours. Who are we to be so harsh
and think it is our right to judge any -
one?

The only thing anyone should be
concerned about is not what is going
on in someone else's home or mar
riage, but pay closer attention to
their own. It is sickening to me, and
I had to turn my TV off after listening
to the "judges", the perfect people
who sought to crucify Eliot Spitzer
today. If the mistake he made proves
him incapable of doing the job he
was elected to do, then so be it. The
fact that he quickly and publicly
apologized should be enough. The
appropriate thing for us to do would
be to "Let it go." Let the healing for
him and his family begin.

| am really starting to believe we
are a sick people. My feelings on the
matter are not new. | felt the same
way about the overkill of Bill Clinton
and Monica Lewinsky. Who cares?
Who should care other than his wife
and family? And if you do care,
maybe you need to get a life and ask
yourself why. Whatever transpired
was something for him and his wife
to resolve, not the media, not the
public. | just can't figure out why we
have been led to believe that any
one woman or any one man is going
to satisfy a person for the st of their
lives anyway. Now don't get it twist-
ed. | don't doubt ther e are solid mar-
riages. | don't think all men are infi-
dels but | do know that all men and
women are human first. | believe
50% of people are dishonest, 25%
are honest and 25% would do it if
they thought they could get away
with it. | also think that loving mor e
than one person at a time is possible.
Granted, sometimes human needs
have been known to over-ride com-
mon sense, better judgment, or the
fact that others hold you to higher
standards. Standamds that are
oftimes held by those incapable of
measuring up themselves. Neither
you nor | know what is going on in
someone else's home.

| recognize that many of us suffer
from self righteousness, and ae far
from understanding, knowing or
accepting that some people in other
parts of the world take women to
their Presidents, Governors, Kings,
etc., as pleasue gifts and it is not
considered "scandalous." They leep
it real. Maybe if we opened up our
own hearts and minds, and stopped
with the hypocrisy and finger point -
ing, me might not drive our leaders
to dark alleys, secet rendezvous' in
hotel rooms or bathrooms, to
engage in what we perceive as
immoral, dishonest or scandalous
behavior. Maybe if we all recognize
we just might live in a glass house,
we might be less prone to pick up a
stone and throw it. Just maybe.




Read and R eap!

arents flying with children
Pare told that in the event of

an emergency, they should
put on their oxygen masks first
and then assist their children
with theirs. The principle here is
a good one and one we should
give heed to.

Many have been taught that it
is selfish to think about them-
selves (let alone think about
themselves first) and we jeopard-
ize our well-being while we work
hard to make sure that everyone
else is okay The truth is, neglect-
ing yourself will inevitably have
a negative impact not only on
you, but on everyone and every-
thing that depends on you. If you
pass out while trying to put on
your children's oxygen masks
first, you risk jeopardizing not
only your life, but your childr en's
as well.

We need to be able to give to
others out of our abundance - in
terms of healthy bodies, minds
and spirits. Sadly many of us
instead, give out of our depleted
resources. When we compromise
our health by not getting proper
rest, or eating properly, or when
we do not take the time to nour-
ish our soul and spirit because
we are over-extended, our loved
ones are not getting our best,
they are getting what's left.

Thinking about oneself is not
only a good idea. It is wise and
absolutely necessary Now, those
who have gotten used to you

Loving Y ou
by Denise Josephs

being self-sacrificing may resist
your efforts to do so, because
they fear they may be short-
changed. However, the opposite
it true, for you cannot offer them
the best you when you are over-
whelmed.

Give yourself permission to
take time-out for you! You con-
trol your time! You, and no one
else, will one day have to
account for how you have used
your time. One way to make sure
that you are getting quality time
is to block out regular time peri-
ods on your calendar just for
"me-time." This is time you can
use for your own enrichment. It
is a time to refresh and replenish
yourself. You choose how you
will use this time - whether it is
reading, bicycling, exercising,
listening to soothing music, or
any number of things. By placing
"me-time" on a calendar, you are
essentially making a commitment
to yourself. And when anyone
asks you to do something that
conflicts with this time, you can
simply say "l already have an
appointment with a very impor -
tant person.”

Denise M. Josephs is an educatospealer
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College RCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of Business
Administration, and owns her own compa
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is aantly pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminay.

jchoward@minorityreporternet

| Cried...

Today, | cried.....I voted for a black man and, | cried

| cried for my father and my grandfather
and all grandfathers before him

| cried for my uncles, my four brothers, my seventeen
nephews, my two sons,
my six grandsons and one geat-grand son

| cried for the black men | have loved
and those that have loved me

| cried for the millions of little black boys (not for getting the
girls) over the centuries that did not, in their wildest dr eams,
imagine...that they could run for Office.
| cried for their despair...l cried for all the men and boys incar-
cerated that lost hope in themselves and took the low road

| cried, | cried and | cried...I know that this was 'just the pri -
mary.' But whatever the end result may be, today | voted in the
United States of America for a black man, and... | cried.

If I should die before the presidential election it will be OK,
Because today | voted. | voted for a black man and | cried.

From the Internet - Aithor Unknown

Editor ’s note: If you cried, let us know Send responses to

Elementary School F
Opportunity for P

air Offers One-Stop
ar ents, Childr

enTo

Get T o Know R ochester Schools

amilies of children who will be
Fentering kindergarten or who are

new to the Rochester City School
District are invited to an Elementary
School Fair to learn more about
Rochester's elementary schools befoe
enrolling for next year.
The Fair will be held Saturday, April 5
at School of the Arts, 45 Rince Street,
from 12:00-3:00 p.m. It is open to:

* Families of entering kindergartners

* Catholic school families of elemen-
tary-age children (grades k6)

* Families whose children who will be
entering a Rochester
school for the first time

elementary

The Fair is an opportunity for families to
meet elementary school principals and
staff, learn about the programs each
school offers, and determine which
schools provide the best educational fit
for their childr en.

Entering kindergartners can be regis
tered for school right at the Fair. New
entrants to the District at other grade
levels, including Catholic school stu-
dents, will receive information on the
elementary registration process. District
staff will be on hand to answer ques-
tions and provide assistance.

Handbags
Clothing
Oils
Colognes
Sun glasses
Silk scarfs
Stockings

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you've built, the life you live.

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

438 North Street

Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax 585-546-3439

AY

Insurance’

Wilson Brothers

* No Job Too Big

* No Job Too Small
* Lead Certified
* State Certified

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik

Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr

Drywall 6
Gonstruction

Ouality doesn't
cost..

e 585.802.6002
others@hotmail.com
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Design/Build Project s Completed by
Union City Contractors, Inc.
215 Alexander S treet Rochester , New York 14607

(800) 675-UCCI

Design/Build  General Contractor Commercial Roofing

INST ANT GRA TIFICA TION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON

CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW STATE FARM

@
/D

INSURANCE
@

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote
or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent Call my office 24/7

2018 Latta Road

Rochester, NY 14612

Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutdatomobile Insurance Confpeaty Farm Indemnity Contiiaoynington linsurance and discounts subject to qualifiglitions

Happy Birthday

March 16 1846
Rebecca J. Cole, The second Arican American woman to r eceive an M.D.
degree in the United States

March 16 1827
Freedom's Journal, the first African American owned and operated newspaper
published in the United States.
"W e wish to plead our onvn cause T oo long have othes

spoken for us."

-Samuel Cornish and John B. Russwurm, founders
March 24, 1912
Dorothy Irene Height, African American educator, social activist and recipient of
the Congressional Gold Medal.

"W e as African American w omen seldom do whiaw e

face to the name

Roder ick Jones

Roderick Jones, a native of
Brooklyn, New York, is married to
Dr. Karen Jones and is the paent of
three. Jones serves as pesident and
chief executive officer of The
Community Place of Greater
Rochester, Inc. (CPGR), one of the
premier nonprofit providers of
neighborhood-based human services
in Rochester, New York. CPGR
which formed after the merger of
three settlement houses-Eastside
Community Center, Genesee
Settlement House, and Lewis Street
Center- in 2001, serves appoximate-
ly 10,000 individuals and families
throughout the greater Rochester
area each year Prior to his position as CEO he acted as &ecutive vice
president at the agency

Jones has served in a wide variety of positions at various health and
human service agencies, including the Rerinatal Network of Monr oe
County, Genesee Settlement House, Baden Steet Settlement House, and
Action for a Better Community, following a short tenure at the General
Electric Corporation in Corporate Computing. He is pursuing a doctor -
ate in Education Leadership at St. John Fisher College (target gradua-
tion date of 2008) and holds a M.S. in Public Administration from
Brockport College and a B.S. in Economic Crime Investigations fom
Syracuse University

Among Jones' awards and acknowledgements are the 2006 National
League of Negro and Professional Women's (Rochester Chapter) Man of
the Year Award, Rochester Business Journal's 2002 Brty Under 40, one
of the Democrat & Chronicle's 2006 and 2007 "Pchester's Emeging
African-American Leaders," a nominee for the Rochester-Monroe
County Youth Advocate of the Year, and the Sigma P Phi Outstanding
Civic Services award. He has and continues to serve on a variety of
boards, including the National Healthy Start Association, Perinatal
Network of Monr oe County, the YMCA, and National Alumni Councils.
He is on the New York State Office for the Aging Advisory Council, and
is co-chair of the Youth Services Quality Council of Rochester. He is also
a co-founder of the Rochester Step-Off Educational Foundation, Inc.
and currently serves as the oganization's Board Vice-Chairman.

Jones has become an important advocate for including the voice of
those that are poor, marginalized, and underrepresented. He contributes
to the advancement of the work of the nonpr ofit sector in Rochester
thanks to his leadership abilities and fiesh outlook.

want to do, but always do what we have to da"

PRICERITE OPENS NEW STORE ON DRIVING P

ARK BL VD.

(PRICE/RITE)

An Amerlcan Company

ethersfield, CT (March 9,
W 2008) - Beginning today, shop-

pers in and around Rochester
will enjoy the savings and convenience
of warehouse club-style shopping -
without the membership fees or bulk-
buying requirements - thanks to
PriceRite.

The new supermarket, at 375 Driving
Park Avenue, will offer the same quality

food as traditional supermarkets at
about half the price, said Kathy
Freedman, spokesperson for the com-
pany. "Our philosophy is that consumers
shouldn't have to sacrifice quality to
save on price."

PriceRite's 33 stoes (Rochester is the
third in New York) employ a self-service
format that includes selling packaged
meats and baked goods instead of oper
ating full-service meat and bakery
departments. To further reduce costs
"and pass along those savings to our
customers," RiceRite does not advertise
or publish a circular. Customers may
use their own bags or buy them for 10
cents each - which benefits the environ-

6 : www .MinorityR eporter .net

ment while containing costs.

"We're very proud to offer our cus-
tomers the same quality produce, meats
and fresh balery items as a full-service
supermarket, at such low prices," said
Ms. Freedman. "We delivery fresh foods
to our stores daily and our PriceRite
brand products are comparable to
national brands. But by focusing on
keeping our operating costs low, we can
pass significant savings along to our cus
tomers."

Store hours are 8am to 9pm, Monday
through Saturday; and 8am to 6pm,
Sunday. Although checks and coupons
are not accepted, PriceRite does accept
debit, credit and EBT cards.

About PriceRite

PriceRite stores ar a wholly-owned
subsidiary  of  Wakefern Food
Corporation. Headquarter ed in
Elizabeth, NJ. PriceRite operates 33
stores in CT MA, NY, PA and RI.
PriceRite stores offer customers an
expanded produce department and
quality food products at savings up to 50
percent less than traditional supermar-
kets. The typically RiceRite store is
33,000 to 40,000 squae feet in size and
employs anywhere from 50 to 100 team
members. The first RiceRite opened in
W. Springfield, MA in 1995.



Deeper Finance

by Will Powell

The Lottery System: A voluntary tax?
When | was growmg up, it was not uncommon for my mother to send me to the

: store every week to play the Lottery. Her game of
choice was Lotto. We are all pretty familiar with
the Lotto. For $1 you can play two game panels
on a play card by picking six numbers on each
game. Each week the Lottery has a drawing
where six numbers ae chosen and if all of your
numbers match the ones chosen you could be an
instant millionaire. Over the 10 plus years |
watched my mother play this game not only did
we not win anything, she eventually increased
her weekly "investment” from $1 a week to $4 a
week. By increasing her "investment” it gave her
the opportunity to play eight games per week
instead of two and exponentially increased her chances of winning the big prize.

Many people who play Lotto like my mother did befor e she gave it up, see it
as an "investment" that will give them a guaranteed return when they win. As a
matter of fact, some people "invest" more of their money into the lottery system
than they do into a qualified r etirement account. The reality of the situation is
that 99% of the people who play never win anything, however they continue to
"invest" their money into a system that will never give them any return on their
"investment." In my opinion, most people who play L otto regularly do not play
because they expect to win. They play Lotto out of the fear of losing because
they did not play!

After doing some of my own research, | now consider the lottery system a form
of voluntary taxation. Those who choose to pay the voluntary tax will be reward-
ed with an opportunity to shar e -"win"- some of the monies collected from it.
When you think about it, a $1 voluntary tax does not sound as exciting as "$1 and
a dream." However, the end result is the same. ¥u are paying into a system that
is not designed for you to win. The system is designed to collect additional tax
dollars, voluntarily of course.

I think | already pay enough taxes, so | choose not to "invest" into a system that
| consider another form of taxation. If that means | can't turn a $1 "investment"
into millions, | guess | will be reduced to making a million dollars the old fash-
ioned way which is by earning it. Now if the L ottery ever reaches $150,000,000
million dollars again and you choose to "invest" a few bucks, malke sure you
throw at least $1 in for me.....JUST KIDDING!

Until next week....LET'S GET DEEP!
William L. Powell, Jr. is founder and president of Mt. &non Mortgage Resource
Center LLC.See my ad on page 9

New York Division
400 East Are
Rochester, NY 14607
Tel: 585.340.3300
Fax: 585.340.3727

Rural Opportunities, Inc.
Did you know ......7?

ROI can provide training that can be specialized to fit your
company's need through the:

NFJP Training and Employment Program - The National Farm
worker Jobs Program prepares farm workers for employment
outside of agriculture by providing job training, work e xperi-
ence, job placement assistance, occupational skills training,
pre and post placement follow-up and job counseling. Also
assists in eliminating other barriers to employment. We pro-
vide supportive services to migrant and seasonal farm work
ers in the service areas of Orleans, Niagara, Genesee,
Western Monroe, Chautauqua, Ontario, Wayne, Sullivan,
Orange, Suffolk, Ulster, Dutchess, and Oswego Counties.

ROI Contact for NFJP Program: Patricia Stovall, Sr. Director
of Training and Employment Programs - 585-340-3386

Senior Community Service Employment Program - Provides
training and employment placement services to low-income
persons who are 55 years of age and older by placing them in
part-time community service positions to transition to unsub-
sidized employment. Participants receive a wage while active
in the program. Services ar available in Columbia,
Dutchess, Rulton, Herkimer, Jefferson, Lewis, Oneida,
Orange, Putnam, Rensselaer Sullivan, Warren, and
Washington Counties.

ROI Contact for SCSEP lPogram: Dr. Richard Reich, Director of
Seniors Training and Employment Programs - 845-795-2092

Pr ovidence Housing A

ccepting R ental Applications for

Single F amily Homes in new Olean Heights Community

to public transportation. All tenants will

calling 436-4040. contacted in priority or der to determine

ovidence Housing Development
P:orporation has announced it will

be accepting rental applications
Friday, March 14 through Friday, April
11, 2008 for Olean Heights, the third
phase of the Olean-Kennedy
Revitalization Project.

The Project makes available to rent 32
affordable three-, four- and five-bed-
room single-family and attached single-
family homes at scatteled sites in the
Plymouth-Exchange neighborhood and
on Fulton Avenue in the City of
Rochester. Filling what was once vacant
city lots, 31 of the homes are new con-
struction. One home is renovated. All
units feature full basements,
washer/dryer hookups, front and back
porches, paved off-steet parking, play
space, and landscaping. o of the
homes will be wheelchair accessible
and one will be suited for the visual or
hearing impaired. All units will be
adaptable. The homes ar on or close

have access to Carlson Commons
Community Center located at 70
Coretta Scott Crossing.

Olean Heights is co-developed by
Rochester's Cornerstone Gpoup, Ltd.
and Providence Housing Development
Corporation who also serves as the
Management Company.

An affiliate of Catholic Charities of the
Diocese of Rochester, Providence is
dedicated to the development and
management of quality, affordable
housing for seniors, low-income families
and special needs populations within
the Diocese of Rochester.

To be considered for the lottery, rental
applications must be submitted by 4:30
p.m., Friday, April 11, 2008 to Carlson
Commons, 70 Coretta Scott Crossing,
Rochester.  Applications may be
obtained from Carlson Commons or by

All applicants will be placed on a wait -
ing list in the order determined by the
random lottery. Applicants will then be

eligibility. Olean Heights units will be
ready for occupancy in summer 2008
and continuing into spring 2009.

Olean
Heights

Applications at: Carlson Commons Community Center
70 Coretta Scott Crossing, Rochester or call (585) 436-4040

10}

Affordable Living For Families

Plymouth-Exchange Neighborhood & Fulton Avenue

Friday, April 11, 2008, 4:30 p.m.

Rent NEW 3, 4 and 5 bedroom single-family
and attached single-family homes with
central air, appliances, basement, porches,
paved off-street parking and access to
Carlson Commons Community Center!
Income and occupancy requirements apply.

Lottery Deadline:

&
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