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American Idol's 2003 winner ,
Ruben Studdard, released his
gospel album, I Need An Angel
in 2004. W ell it looks lik e he
found one.  The Alabama
native, affectionately know as
the "V elvet T eddy Bear ," will
wed Surata Zuri McCants, on
Saturday . McCants, 30, is
reportedly a flight attendant
from A tlanta, Georgia.
According to
AccessAtlanta.com, Studdard
met her at a W al-Mart
CDsigning in October , 2006. 
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Floral Boutique Florist
607 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in 
same location!

Favors for all occasions

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik e 585.802.6002
Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr others@hotmail.com

Send us your pr ess r eleases, letters
and events. Email to:

events@MinorityR eporter .net

If you have a comment
regarding one of our stories,
please email us at
info@minorityreporter .net or
post your comment directly
to the article at our website at 
www .minorityreporter .net

Lonsberry , ‘a columnist without a
boss’... and it shows

Published June 21, 2008

I have been an African American r esident of Rochester for over 20 years. Prior to
moving here I resided downstate, 1 hour north of New York City. Rochesterians,
unlike our neighbors downstate, are very separate beings, meaning we seldom
come together racially for positive venues. It is very unfortunate that Bob, the
ignorant talk show host, is allowed to make such remarks about our people. He
has the perfect opportunity to bring our communities together , but instead he
helps to perpetuate our racially strained relationships. However, rather than dir ect
our anger towards him, we should be asking why this particular radio station con-
tinues to have him on the payroll, even after he insulted our past Mayor. Here we
are again with even more negative and painful remarks. Those of us that are out-
raged, call the radio station and voice your concerns. (I have called before
myself.) Furthermor e, if someone or a group of someones rallies to picket the sta-
tion, let us know! I will be ther e with my own homemade sign.

J. Jordan/West Henrietta

Rochester Step-Off 2008
Published June 21, 2008

I think that Rochester Step-Off was great and organized....kudoos to the youth,
advisors, and friends who were inspirational in making it happen. The article
was both well written and informative. Congratulations on the event and making
the front page of an outstanding newspaper

James

I was not aware of all involved in the step-off. It is great to see the service
required, something our young people need. Pat and crew, keep up the good
work

Brenda Wilson

REMEMBERING
OUR 

ANCESTORS

by Robert Djed Snead

On Thursday, July 3, 2008 the
Maafa Celebration Committee
will be sponsoring our 10th

annual "Maafa: Day of Remembrance"
celebration from 6pm-8pm at Durand
Eastman Park shoreline. The following
is a list of ten reasons YOU should be
there.

1)You will be blessed and uplifted by
the celebration.
2)You will learn something extraordi-
nary about the African American expe-
rience.
3)You will see neighbors and loved
ones there, and meet and make old
and new friends.
4)You will be able to contribute your
thoughts as to how to make our com-
munity a better place to pr osper.
5)You will be supporting solidarity and
the oneness of humanity.
6)You will be r eminded of the beauty
of water, sand, sky, and earth.
7)You will demonstrate to the childr en
and youth who attend how a caring
community behaves.
8)You will be amazed at the talent and
resources in our community.
9)You will be able to involve yourself
in a positive community activity.
10) You will make those nameless
Africans who perished in the Middle
Passage, and those named and
unnamed Africans who lived and con -
tributed to this country pleased that
they have been remembered by your
presence.  

Harambee! 

Happy Birthday
Nelson Mandela

---

"Education is the
most powerful
weapon which
you can use to
change the world."

-Nelson Mandela
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With just over four months to go until
voters weigh in at the polls, a new
survey suggests Sen. Barack Obama is
holding a double-digit lead over Sen.
John McCain among registered vot-
ers.

According to a new Los Angeles
Times/Bloomberg poll, Obama holds
a 12 point lead over McCain in a
head-to-head match up, 49 percent
to 37 percent. But when thir d party
candidates Ralph Nader and Bob
Barr are added to the list, Obama's
lead over McCain extends to 15
points, 48 percent to 33 percent.

The survey is the second in a matter
of days to indicate McCain may face a
sizable deficit as the general election
campaign kicks off. A Newsweek poll
released four days ago showed the
Illinois senator with a 15 point lead.

According to a CNN analysis of five
recent national surveys, Obama holds
an 8 point lead over his presidential
rival.

CNN Polling Dir ector Keating
Holland notes a substantial lead in
June does not always lead to a deci-
sive victory the following November .

"Historically speaking, when June
polls show a tight race, the race usu-
ally remains tight all the way through
November. But when June polls have
shown a big lead for one candidate,
that lead has often melted," Holland
said.

"Bill Clinton was leading Bob Dole by
up to 19 points in June, 1996; Clinton
won by eight. Michael Dukakis had a
14-point lead over George Bush the

elder in June, 1988; Bush won by
seven. Jimmy Carter was up nearly
20 points in June, 1976 but in
November eked out a two-point win.
And Richard Nixon managed an even
smaller victory in 1968 even though
he had a 16-point margin that June,"
Holland noted.

The Los Angeles Times/Bloomberg
poll indicates Obama is clearly bene-
fiting from the nation's economic
woes. Voters rate the economy as the
most pressing issue facing the country
and say Obama is likely to handle the
issue better than the presumptive
Republican nominee. Voters say
McCain is better suited to handle the
war against terror, but the poll indi -
cates that is not currently their top
concern.

The poll also indicates the conserva-
tive base has yet to fully embrace
their party's nominee. Among voters
who self identified themselves as con-
servative, just under 60 percent said
they would vote for McCain, fifteen
percent said they would vote for
Obama, 15 percent said they would
vote for another candidate, and 13
percent said they were undecided.

That compares to the nearly 80 per-
cent of self identified liberals who say
they plan to vote for Obama.

As for former supporters of Hillary
Clinton, the poll finds only 11 percent
aren't planning on supporting
Obama.

The poll surveyed 1,115 registered
voters and was conducted from June
19-23. It carries a margin of error of
plus or minus 3 percentage points.

Review,
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

When they arrived on stage, Kool and the
Gang did not disappoint me or those in
attendance at Paetec Park during the 2008
Rochester Music Festival.  Though they
were billed as co-headliners" the music
critic in me thought they should have
been the ones to close out the show, as
apparently did those who were leaving
the stadium when they completed their
performance. 

Hits  like, "Joanna", "Hollywood
Swinger"," Jungle Boogie",  "Funky Stuff",
"Cherish" and my all time favorite, "
Summer Madness" only solidified that like
good wine, Kool and the Gang only get
better with time.  Jirmar d Gordon (NJ)
and Shawn McQuillar (Buffalo, NY) alter -
nated in leading various songs.  

When background vocals were required
the Brass and Rhythm section stepped to
the microphone with their support. Their
vocals and choreographed styling to the
song being performed was much like that
of an expensive frame around a beautiful
painting.-The painting being the main
focal point but the frame complimenting
its beauty.

A highlight for me was the deliverance of
their all time favorite, "L adies Night" sung
by Shawn. His dynamic performance driv -
en by an extraordinary combination of
lead, bass, and rhythm guitar, keyboards,
drums, percussion, and brass caused just
about every female within 50 feet of the
stage to leave their seats and get closer to
him. He appeared to have shocked
Security when he jumped off the stage
and climbed over several barriers to get to
the overzealous females not only reacting
to the music, and his vocals but I think his
good looks had something to do with it
also.

But, as I sat in anticipation of musical
icons taking the stage at the Rochester
Music Fest, I could not help but shake my
head in disgust, embarrassment and dis-
belief in the lack of numbers in atten-
dance-knowing how many 'dinosaurs' like
me, exist n this community who I know
often complain about the absence of gen-
uine music we used to 'rock to' back in the
day.  

What I witnessed was no doubt the failure
of young promoters lacking in a sense of
history and respect for the "Masters."
Forty years and still counting, Kool and
Gang should have played to a packed
house. There were no more than 1,000
people in attendance at the stadium
which seats more than 17,000.

The original member of Kool and the
Gang are Robert "Kool" Bell, Dennis
Thomas, George Brown and Khalis
Kayyan.   Khalis, Kool's brother, normally
contributes to the Rhythm section on
tenor sax .  He did not perform with them
this past Sunday.  Khalis has also con-
tributed much to the gr oup's success and
longevity.  

In speaking to Robert "Kool" Bell it
became apparent that collective
Spirituality and Family Values have con-
tributed greatly to the long legacy and
ability to maintain a 40 year presence in
the music industry.  He said that his
Mother, the parents of original members,
instilled in them form the onset the need
to always treat each other as family first.
The presence of Kool's younger brother,
who plays Rhythm Guitar along with the
role his son plays, speaks volumes to that

intent. Khalis and Amir have adopted the
family name of Kayyan, an Arabic name.
Their Spiritual foundation and walk
through this life was sealed after visiting
Mecca.  Kool has not made the name
change officially and but anticipates doing
so after he takes the Pilgrimage as well. 

Interviewing Kool's younger brother Amir
Bayyan, Rhythm Guitarist revealed more
of the talent and family values within their
ranks.  Amir also played keyboard for 7
years, and took over as a guitarist when
the need arose 4 years ago.  Amazing and
noteworthy is the fact that he does not
read one note of music.  He attributes his
growth in music to hanging around his
brothers and the Gang since their humble
beginnings. He was too young to join at
the time the group was formed but
learned has become an accomplished
musician with no formal training.   

I also had the opportunity to interview
Clifford Adams, trombone player, and was
quite enlightened regarding his talent and
resume. He is indeed a 'Quiet Storm'.  

We weren't five minutes into the interview
when I realized just who he was on the
Jazz Scene as well.  He sparked memories
of the days he performed at the Pythodd
Room with the lik es of Charlie Earland,
Richard "Groove" Holmes, Lou
Donaldson and other Jazz Greats.  

Recognizing his accolades and his co-
authoring Kool and the Gang's infamous
"Summer Madness" made all the sense in
the world to me.  Cliffor d has 2 albums of
his own, and in addition to performing
with Kool and the Gang since 1977, he
also finds time to educate and teach our
young folks in elementary and High
School, "Jazz Awareness."  

Teaching respect for the Jazz Masters has
become a Mission for him when time per -
mits him to do in his hometown Trenton,
NJ.  Clifford has also toured with the
Stylistics.  

One of his proudest moments was per-
forming with the San Diego Symphony,
with Dionne W arwick.  He enjoys most of
today's music, artist like Kim and Alicia
Keys, "Neo soul artists" are among those
he mentioned. 

He said he respects those who write their
own music as opposed to those who rely
on "sampling," a bit more.  Space will not
permit me to write mor e about Clifford
Dams and his noteworthy career.  I do
recommend taking a peek at his website
which will r eveal more about his talent
and accomplishments and help one
understand what he contributes spiritually
to the continued success of Kool and the
Gang. (www.cliffordadams.com)

Collectively, the main advice that Kool
and other members would offer young
and upcoming artists is to first learn their
instrument, learn to read music but learn
to play by ear as well.  All also agreed that
writing  their own music, being cr eative
and original are key factors in survival in
the music industry.  

A personal thanks to Cleveland Brown
originally from Rochester, NY who was
instrumental in setting up the interviews I
conducted with Kool, Amir and Cliffor d.
Cleve has been a fan of the "Gang" since
day one and turned his distinction of
Rochester Fan Club President into a
dream realized. He has traveled with Kool
and the Gang since 1977.  He is currently
their Executive Archivist and Historian.  

Kool and the Gang Obama Maintaining a 12 P oint
Lead Over McCain

The “Taste of Rochester,” a food and
music festival that takes place on
Main St. and at the Crossroads Park
River Walk in downtown R ochester,
starts tomorrow, Fri., June 27 from
noon - 11 p.m. and runs Sat., June
28, 11 a.m. - 11 p.m. and Sun. June

29, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Main Street will be closed between
St. Paul St. and South Ave. and
State St. and Exchange Blvd. starting
today, Thurs., June 26, continuing
until Sun., June 29 1 at 11 p.m. 

MAIN STREET CL OSES TOD AY
THROUGH WEEKEND FOR “ TASTE
OF ROCHESTER ” EVENT
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STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Unfortunately politics has set in
and it is possible we have seen
the last of what used to be the

MusicFest. From where I sit it is all
about control and money with little
thought being given to the communi -
ty as a whole. For those unaware, the
Wake was held last year, the Funeral
last week. It is deader then Dora's
booty.

Why? I don't have a clue, but I do
have an opinion. There are some who
want you to believe it is all about
color and racism. They could be right.
But I think mismanagement, poor
lineups, and failure to properly pro-
mote has much to do with its demise.
I was there when the MusicFest
began. It was a beautiful thing. Three
stages of live entertainment sprawled
across Brown Square Park. A cultural -
ly diverse mixture of talent represent-
ed by local artists as well as national
headliners. It was a great event. 

I usually, for a variety of reasons, give
more criticism than credit to the for -
mer City Administration, but in this
case I have to give credit where cred-
it is due. Under the leadership of for-
mer Parks and Recreation
Commissioner Loretta Scott the com-
munity experienced the results of a
staff that knew what they were doing.
They knew who to book and for how
much. It was not about their egos.
There were no incidents of violence
in those days that I am aware of, and
in the beginning it was an event free
of strip searches and vendors who
charged prices that were beyond
ridiculous. The MusicFest was an
event most families felt comfortable
spending the day supporting and
enjoying. I know I did, with an
emphasis on "did."

So what happened? The first mistake
was to change locations. In doing so
the entire atmosphere began to dwin-
dle. In my absence, I believe it was
switched to Highland Bowl and then
to Genesee Valley Park. Its final resting
place, and what I perceive to be bur-
ial, took place at PAETEC Park. It is
such a cold impersonal location. The
number of Security I saw had me on
edge and with the feeling they were
anticipating some kind of problem. 

I got so busy watching them eye-
balling and giving dir ections that at
one point I almost forgot to enjoy
Kool and the Gang. Many of them had
such stern looks on their faces, my
imagination envisioned "Gestapo" sol-
diers. They were all dressed in black
pants and green shirts with numbers
on them as opposed to user friendly
names. The pant legs in the work
boots many were wearing really got
my attention. All wer e wearing hand-
cuffs as well.

A couple of years ago, our only Black
Radio station in town took over book -

ing the talent and became responsible
for the promotion of the MusicFest. In
a move, that could have been consid-
ered noteworthy, it appears to me to
have been the beginning of the end.
Promoting one act at a time, in con -
cert - for one night - inside a building,
is miles away from dotting every "i"
and crossing every "t" when it comes
to outdoor multi-faceted F estivals.
Experience is helpful.

How do I know these things? Because
I am a seasoned organizer and suc-
cessful promoter of these kinds of
venues. Politics may have gotten
them to the table but r ealizing a prof-
it is what would have kept them there.
Next time, give me the money, I will
guarantee you more then 1,000 in
attendance to see such a great as Kool
and the Gang. I will reach and touch
those who can appreciate seasoned
musicians.

I listened with great interest how
those affiliated, and should have been
supportive, poked fun and said things
like "I told you so,"  all the while for-
getting this year's flop was no different
than last year. Last year the flop was
two days, this year just one, due to
budget constraints and monies shift-
ing elsewhere. Some want you and I
to believe "racism" may have been the
root cause for these shifting dollars.
Even though I do know racism is alive
and well in America, I think in this
case it was just good business sense.  

What the critics failed to discuss with
their Monday morning quarterback -
ing was the unreasonable fees the
public was asked to pay last year, and
attendance then was just as low. Not
only did the outrageous admission
prices speak to greed, it certainly left a
bad taste in many a mouth. I had stat-
ed that before I pay $75.00 to see any-
one I would go buy five CDs and lis-
ten to them when I got r eady. The
only reason I went this year was
because I was requested to interview
Kool and the Gang. I did not regret it.

I guess the other concern I have is,
even in its demise, why some are call-
ing the MusicFest "our own." It never
was and never will be. Our "own" fes-
tivals were/are called Pan African
Cultural Exposition, (PACE), Action
for a Better Community Festival,
Jefferson Avenue Comm-Unity
Festival as well as Clarissa Street
Reunion and others. When I hear
statements like, "I," "Me," "Mine," as
opposed to "Us," "We," "Ours," I start
looking for the hidden political agen -
das. 

The last time I checked there were
nine people who made decisions on
City Council, so don't believe the
hype. From where I sit, Mayor Duffy
and Company cut their losses, and in
the business world that is what you do
when you lose money. The promoters
of the International Jazz Festival may
in fact be Europeans but at least they
bring their pr omoting business skills to
the dance and are not whining lik e
welfare recipients because they have
some expectation they are owed any-
thing. 

The eulogy for the MusicFest may
have been given. I just pray we learn
to give birth to our own child instead
of coveting someone else's baby. The
MusicFest, if pronounced dead, will
be due to politics, not race.

The P olitics of the MusicF est

Even if one accepts, against the
weight of evidence, that the race
to the bottom is real, and that

enforceable labor and environmental
standards can be determined and arbi-
trated, that still leaves the question of
whether trade sanctions would be the
right way to enforce those standards.
Judging from experience and the
importance of trade to development,
sanctions would be ineffectual and
counterpr oductive. 

As a general rule, unilateral trade sanc-
tions have been a poor enforcement
tool for U.S. foreign policy goals in gen-
eral. Trade sanctions often miss their
intended targets, inflicting economic
pain on work ers and industries in the
target country but not on government
officials responsible for the policies that
prompted the sanctions. Countries that
are most likely to face sanctions-those
that are undemocratic and economical -
ly underdeveloped-are also the least
likely to be swayed by sanctions
because their economies are less inte-
grated with the global economy and
their rulers more insulated from the
economic pain of citizens.  

In practice, U.S. sanctions have failed
to bring democracy and human rights
to such targets as Cuba, Iraq, North
Korea, Libya, and Myanmar. In fact,
sanctions have failed to achieve their
goals in the large majority of cases in
which they have been applied by the
United States since World War I. There
is no reason to believe they will be any
more effective in prompting poor coun -
tries to protect labor rights and the
environment and much r eason to
believe they will inflict economic dam -
age at home and abroad.

Targeting P oor W ork ers
If used to enforce labor and environ-
mental standards, trade sanctions
would have the perverse effect of
undermining trade e xpansion, one of
the most powerful for ces in the world
today for raising standards. By discour-
aging trade and foreign investment,
sanctions would retard economic
growth, making it mor e difficult for

poor countries to raise environmental,
labor, and overall living standards. 

On a microeconomic level, sanctions
would tend to punish the very e xport-
oriented industries that pay the highest
wages and maintain the highest stan-
dards in the targeted country. The best
employers in the targeted country
would be indiscriminately punished for
the sins of the worst employers. The
effect of sanctions would be to shrink
the more globally integrated sectors
that are pulling standards upward, forc-
ing workers into informal, domestic sec-
tors where wages, working conditions,
and labor rights protections are much
lower.

In reality, let's face it; sanctions would
harm the most vulnerable members of
society in the targeted country. By
inhibiting gr owth, sanctions would
depress family incomes, making it more
difficult for par ents to afford to send
their childr en to school and thus
increasing the number of children in
the workfor ce. Sanctions targeted
specifically at industries that employ
children could force them into occupa-
tions that are more dangerous and pay
even less. The most likely alternative for
a 10 to 15-year-old working in a gar -
ment factory may not be school but
prostitution or heavy manual labor. 

In 1993 an exposé of child labor in
Bangladesh and Latin America coun -
tries caused garment factories there to
dismiss tens of thousands of child labor-
ers under the age of 14. About 10,000
of them eventually enrolled in special
schools set up by UNICEF, but an even
larger number, according to a recent
story in the New York Times, "simply
found mor e dangerous and less lucra-
tive work-br eaking rocks, rolling ciga-
rettes, pulling rickshaws."  Elected offi-
cials in the less-developed world have
voiced their understandable objection
to sanctions as a tool for promoting
higher social standards. 

Further, the end result of sanctions is
the very opposite of what advocates
claim to seek.

Sanctions also damage America's eco-
nomic inter ests by sabotaging regional
and multilateral trade negotiations. 

To that end, less-developed countries
are cognizance that trade sanctions
cripple their ability to develop thr ough
engagement in the global economy and
invite protectionism against their most
competitive exporters under the dis-
guise of "protecting" the environment
and labor rights. 

Trade Sanctions will for ever 
pr esent a challenge…

Joseph Glasgow

www .minorityr eporter .net
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One negative experience can turn
us off to the point where we find
ourselves living reactively. You

may have put your work or your feel -
ings out where someone who did not
know how to appr eciate them tram-
pled them. So, you say something like,
"I'll never put my work out ther e
again," or "I won't allow myself to feel
that again." We spend the rest of our
lives reacting to that one person or
event as we try to avoid any individual
or experience that looks even remotely
close to that person or event. 

The problem with living r eactively
is that we live our lives, as it were,
looking in the r ear view mirr or. We are
like that character in the movie
"Groundhog Day," who continues to
live the same day over and over. We
remain stuck in the past as we allow
one person or an event to color our
entire lives, rendering us incapable of
delivering on the pr omise, which is our
life. 

Another pr oblem with living r eac-
tively is that it places us in the role of
the victim. A victim operates fr om a
position of weakness, constantly
rehashing what was done to them, or
how they were made to feel. We have
all been there. However, at some point
we all have to decide whether we will
continue to allow ourselves to react to
a person or a momentary event,
which, in the grand scheme of things

usually is not that important. It really is
a total waste of time and energy and
opportunities. How many r elationships
have you watched slip away as you
continued to r eact to someone in your
past who probably treated you on the
basis of their own issues or low self-
esteem? How many people have you
robbed of being graced or uplifted by
your work, which you laid aside,
because of some person who out of
jealousy or some other spiteful motiva-
tion criticized you? Who, instead of let-
ting your work become an inspiration
for them, chose to tear you down? 

We need to live life from a position
o f strength, where we refuse to focus
on what has happened to us, and
choose rather to make things happen -
doing those things we love among per-
sons who can appreciate the quality
and excellence we bring and want
what we have. Persons who can invite
your success as something they can
learn from and who you can learn
from as well. That is living proactively. 

Denise M. Josephs is an educator, speak-
er and writer. She is a former adjunct
faculty member of Houghton College -
PCMP and serves on its Board of
Governors. Ms. Josephs has a Masters of
Business Administration, a Masters of
Divinity, and owns her own company,
DeNicest Concepts.

Read and R eap!
Live Pr oactively!
by Denise Josephs

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

Send us your pr ess r eleases, 
letters and events. 

Email to:
events@MinorityR eporter .net

ROCHESTER, NY (2008-06-25) The
governor's Economic Security Cabinet
was in Rochester Wednesday getting
public input about the needs of low-
income working families.

The panel has come out with a list of
tentative recommendations dealing
with access to benefits and tax credits,
career advancement, and other issues.

State Labor Commissioner Patricia

Smith co-chairs the group. She says
now the panel wants to hear from the
public. Smith says the cabinet wants to
make sure its on the right track before
any recommendations are implement-
ed.

The hearing in Rochester was the third
in a series of 13 being held around the
state. Smith says many of the recom-
mendations deal with impr oving coor -
dination among state agencies. 

Governor's Economic Security
Cabinet Holds Hearing in R ochester 
Peter Iglinski, WXXI News

ROCHESTER, NY (2008-06-23) The
attendance numbers for the Rochester
International Jazz Festival are in, and
despite heavy rains, no shows were can-
celed and no artists failed to appear. 

John Nugent, the artistic dir ector of the
festival, says the organizers used a vari-
ety of tactics to come to the figure of
125,000 attendees at the shows.

Those numbers reflect how many show
visits there were, and include guests
who saw multiple shows, but Nugent
says those numbers beat last year by 4-

thousand attendees. Tickets were sold to
visitors from 27 states.

Nugent says he's taking a vacation now
that the planning and logistics of the fes-
tival are done... and then the planning
for the 2009 festival, slated for June 12
through 20th, can start.

Nugent says about 2-thousand attendees
were polled by Harris Interactive, to
determine why people come to the festi -
val, and what factors contributed to that.
Those surveys will be analyzed over the
coming weeks.

Jazz F est Shows R ecor d A ttendance 
Rachel Ward, WXXI News

ROCHESTER PUBLIC MARKET ,
FARMERS MARKET FEDERA TION
OF NY L A UNCH NEW FOOD ST AMP
REDEMPTION PROGRAM

City officials joined representatives from the Farmers Market Federation of New
York, the Humpty Dumpty F oundation and the Friends of the Rochester Public
Market to announce a new program aimed at enhancing community nutrition,
Thurs., June 26 at the Rochester Public Market, 280 N. Union St.

Food stamp benefit recipients will be able to use their food stamp (EBT) card in a
new and convenient way at several area markets including the Rochester Public
Market. 

Mayor Robert J. Duffy today
announced an opportunity for young
aspiring entrepreneurs, ages 10-13
years old, to participate in the FREE
“Biz Kid$” camp. Camp registration is
now open for two sessions to be held
9 a.m.B4:30 p.m. Mon.BFri., during the
weeks of July 14–18 and Aug.
4–8,  at the Genesee Valley Field
House, 1316 Genesee St., in Genesee
Valley Park.

Sponsored and organized by the City’s
Bureau of Recreation, the Biz Kid$
camp provides youth an opportunity to
explore entrepreneurship through fun,
fast-paced games and activities. In

developing a real business plan, they
learn how to look and act pr ofessional,
manage time and money, promote a
business and prepare for the future. 

Participants will also be rewarded with
business cards, a canvas briefcase, cal-
culator and receipt book to help them
start and maintain their businesses and
a chance to win cash prizes at the com-
pletion of camp.  

Call the City Bureau of Recreation
at 428-7371 to request a registra-
tion packet. 

MA YOR DUFFY ANNOUNCES FREE
'BIZ KID$' BUSINESS CAMP FOR
CITY Y OUTH 
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face to the name

Iris Banister
Iris Banister, June 26, 2008 was appoint-
ed as the Director of the Rochester
Children's Zone. She currently works as
Executive Dir ector for the Wilson
Commencement Park. Banister is the
2008 recipient of the Women Making A
Difference Award and International
Athena Award finalist, recipient of the;
2007 Phi Delta Kappa -Community
Service Award; 2006 Rochester United
Way Howard Coles Society Award; 2005
Mayor's Renaissance Award- Outstanding
Educator; 2004, the MLK Humanitarian
Award; 2004, listed in the National
Women's Hall Of Fame-Book Of Legends;
2003, the International F.C.D.-Hall of

Fame Award; 2002, the New York State Humanitarian Award; 2001,
the Rochester Mayor's Unsung Heroes Award. She is a native of
Oklahoma City Oklahoma.  Prior to r etirement she was employed by
the Rochester City School District for thirty-two years as an elemen-
tary teacher, reading specialist, guidance counselor, transition facili -
tator, House Administrator , and Program Administrator for the Senior
High Alternative Program of Education (SHAPE) a behavior modifica-
tion educational pr ogram for at-risk middle school students. She
served as Principal of the Charter School of Science and Technology.
She was an adjunct professor of Religion and A frican American
Studies at St. John Fisher College and an education consultant. She
is the founder and Chief Facilitator of NAMOW (woman spelled back -
wards) a counseling, support, and referral service for women.   

Iris Banister, is an accomplished author and much sought after moti-
vational speaker and workshop pr esenter.  She has three publications
to her cr edit, Lasso Your Whirlwind, Empowerment: W alking the
Walk and Talking the Talk, and The Fifth Ace.  She has dedicated the
vast portion of her work to par ent-child/ family r elations and
Christian counseling and leadership, and community development. 
Mrs. Banister has been married to Thomas Banister for 38 years.  She
is the mother of three sons: Thomas III a graduate of Duke University
(Masters of Divinity); currently Pastor of Temple Memorial Baptist
Church; Simeon, a graduate of Princeton University (Master of
Divinity) and curr ently the Manhattan Liaison for the Public A dvocate
Office of New York City; and Ethan a 2008 graduate with a major in
elementary education fr om L angston University.   

Iris is recognized as a committed community activist.  She demon-
strates that activism through her service to the Rochester community.
She plays a major role as board member and volunteers on many
non -profit, community-based, and civic or ganizations. She is dedicat-
ed to peace and non-violence, community involvement and r evital-
ization, and mutual cultural r elations both in her pr ofessional
endeavors and her personal life.   

The late Rev. Dr. Samuel McCree licensed Rev. Banister for the min-
istry in 1998 at Zion Hill Missionary Baptist Church and she was
ordained as a Reverend in 2005 by the Rev. Dr. James Evans.  She is
curr ently an Associate Minister at St. Luke Community Church She is
the dir ector of guidance and counseling and is responsible for con-
gregational care. 

Rev. Banister has traveled extensively in Africa and has been
crowned Queen Mother Nana Ama Bortsewa I of the township of
Winneba, Ghana in West Africa. Her area of responsibility is the
growth and development of women and their childr en. In that role
she has sponsored the building and fully equipping of a full service
dental clinic, sponsors programs on local radio on the topics of pr op-
er nutrition, family planning, AIDS awar eness, women's health, and
child r earing practices. She is currently sponsoring the building and
equipping of a Childr en's Library and Sight & Hearing Resource
Center on the campus of Winneba University of Education. 
Mrs. Banister lives her life by a simple motto, "Each person should, in
every way possible, work to light up the corner wher e he and she is
and the darkness will flee." 

-----------------

For pr ofiles of other Community L eaders
featured in our “F ace to the Name,” visit

our website at
www .MinorityR eporter .net

(Rochester, NY) The Cultural Center
Commission has released a revised
Request for Proposals (RFP) for devel-
opment of a 1.5 acre site at 420 E.
Main St. Located in the heart of down -
town’s East End District, the site -- also
referred to as “Block F” -- is the last
remaining undeveloped pr operty in the
Cultural District and is currently a sur-
face parking lot. It is bounded by E.
Main St. on the south, N. Chestnut St.
on the west, Grove St. on the north and
Gibbs St. on the east.

The Commission issued an RFP for the
site earlier this year, but the four pr opos-
als received were too wide in scope and
had too many contingencies. The
revised RFP references surrounding
uses and buildings in the area, as well as
information fr om City Planning guide-
lines. The property lies in two separate
zoning design districts, Main Street and
Grove Place.
“The revised RFP will provide much
more guidance to the developers of our
community who ar e interested in this
exciting site,” said Cultural Commission
Chairman James G. Vazzana. “It
includes new and important informa -
tion, including specific r eferences to the

desired methods of construction and
uses for the property. We want to supply
developers with the most complete
information available.”

The Commission conducted an environ-
mental review of the site and has initiat-
ed the removal of five old gas tanks hid-
den underground on the site. The
Commission is contracting for their
removal and clean-up. It is common on
sites in downtown areas to find old tanks
and rubble under ground, Vazzana said.

“I anticipate the developer selection
process to move quickly now,”
added Vazzana. “The review committee
will work continually to ensur e prompt
review of new RFP responses and make
a decision that will benefit the commu -
nity. This is a critical site for downtown
development and we intend to tr eat it as
such.” 

The RFP is posted on the City’s website
at:
www.cityofrochester.gov/index.cfm?id=
539.
The submission deadline for proposals is
August 11, 2008.

Rochester Cultural Center
Commission Issue RFP
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INST ANT GRA TIFICA TION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote

or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent
2018 Latta Road
Rochester, NY 14612
Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company. Bloomington, IL* Insurance and discounts subject to qualifications.

Call my office 24/7

Charles Banks
1924 - 2008

"My goal was to promote scholarship and provide oppor -
tunities for youth, particularly young A frican-American
males, and to stimulate their ambitions." 

Charles Banks

Charles J.L. Banks, 83, died on Sunday, June 22, 2008 after a brief illness. Banks
was a long-time resident of Mumford, NY. 
He served as a trustee of the Scottsville Free Library, as a volunteer with the Big
Springs Museum, a deacon at Second Baptist Church, as a member of Wheatland's
Economic Development Commission and is a member of the President's
Multicultural Alumni A dvisory Council at the University of Rochester.

Banks made his musical mark while a student at Caledonia High School. He played
clarinet and saxophone in the band and or chestra was president of the Music Club.
Charles organized a jazz band called the Hep Cats which played for school and
community events. While serving in the U.S. Army, he played in the 327th Army
Band and also played organ for the chaplain. After his discharge from the military,
Charles played with the Mercer Ellington Band and the Gerald Wilson Band in Los
Angeles before returning to the Rochester area where he completed his undergrad-
uate work at the University of Rochester and earned a master's degree in public
administration. He's been organist at the Second Baptist Church in Mumfor d and
conducted several interdenominational and interracial choral gr oups in Rochester
and Buffalo and was a vocalist with the Rochester Oratorio Society. 

He served his country in WWII and played in the army band and after his dis-
charge, played saxophone for a traveling big band befor e settling down to take a
job with Eastman Kodak Company

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you’ve built, the life you live. 

438 North Street
Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax     585-546-3439
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The Rochester City School District this
summer will launch a number of new
and expanded summer programs for
students designed to provide not only
academic support but also opportuni -
ties for enrichment, acceleration, and
real-world applications of academic
skills.
"Our menu of summer programs will
engage students in active, exciting
learning to give them the support and
skill development they need for the
coming school year," said
Superintendent of Schools Jean-Claude
Brizard. 

Nearly one-third of the district's 33,000
students are expected to take advantage
of summer extended learning opportu -
nities, most of which run from July 9
through August 5.

In addition to traditional summer pr o-
grams that provide academic support
and acceleration for students in grades
K-12, the following new pr ograms are
being offered this year. All programs
serve students from across the district.
For information on elementary pr o-
grams (K-6) call 262-8324 and for sec-
ondary (7-12) call 262-8233.

Summer Early Kindergarten
Program
This program will help childr en without
pre-K experience get ready for kinder-
garten, with an emphasis on literacy
and language development. Children
will become comfortable in a classroom
setting, interact with other childr en, and
learn how to make kindergarten a suc-
cessful, enjoyable experience. Takes
place mornings at nine elementary
schools.

EnCompass
Students in grades 3 and 4 will develop

their skills in English language arts,
math, science, and social studies to pre-
pare themselves for the next grade
level. EnCompass provides academic
enrichment thr ough the development
of individual strengths, personal inter-
ests, and positive character traits. Held
at School No. 45.

6-go -7 T ransition Program
This 20-day program will serve current
6th graders who are entering a second-
ary school in the fall. Focus is on aca-
demic skills in the core subjects
(English/literacy, math, science, social
studies) and acceleration toward col-
lege readiness. It will also demystify the
high school experience by familiarizing
them with multi-class schedules, coun-
selors, study skills, lockers, rules of con-
duct, and transportation. It will also
incorporate social/emotional support
through peer networking, adult advo -
cates, and big brother/big sister relation-
ships with older students. Students will
form leadership teams that will allow
them to enter their new schools as role
models. Being held at Wilson
Foundation A cademy, Dr. Freddie
Thomas High School, and Jefferson
High School.  

Infotonics Science Camp
Offered in partnership with Nazareth
College, Finger Lakes Community
College, and Genesee Community
College, the program will intr oduce 120
students in grades 4-9 to new science
concepts from space travel to crime
scene investigation. Takes place on the
campuses of the three colleges. 

Pre-Engineering Academy
Students in grades 6-9 will participate in
hands-on projects connected to chemi-
cal, mechanical, civil, biomedical, and
electrical engineering in r eal-world

applications. Program is offered in part-
nership with the Rochester Area
Colleges' Center for Excellence in
Science & Math and Iglesia Education
Center. RCSD teachers will be support-
ed by pre-service science and math
teachers from local colleges and stu-
dents from East High School's Teaching
& L earning Institute. Takes place at
School No. 6.

Summer Science Inquiry Institute
7th & 8th grade students will experi-
ence exciting science activities as they
explore the world as real scientists do.
Students will design and carry out their
own experiments in and outside of the
classroom. They will gain independent
learning skills, an understanding of the
concepts of chemistry, physical science,
and life science, and make connections
among science content, careers in sci-
ence, and real-world applications. Held
in the science lab of School No. 37 and
in the community .

Bioscience L ab Program
Grade 8 students from the Bioscience &
Health Careers Academy at Franklin
will gain hands-on lab experience and a
deeper understanding of the Living
Environment curriculum for which they
will take a Regents exam in high school.
It will pr epare students for the Living
Environment course in 9th grade and
allow them to gain "lab minutes"
required for eligibility to tak e the exam.
Held at the Franklin campus.

Young Scholars Camp
Sixty students in grades 7-9 will spend
two weeks on the campus of SUNY
Genesee working on an archeological
dig, soil analysis, research, and docu-
mentation. They will be involved in the
"Discovering the Iroquois at Geneseo"

(DIG) project and attend actual town
meetings in Geneseo to hear communi-
ty dialogue on the project. Based on
research projects they develop them-
selves, students will make presentations
of their finding in a museum format.

International Jump Start
Program will serve English language
learners who have been in the U.S. for
six months or less. Students will receive
instruction in English language develop-
ment, acculturation to school life in
America, and an intensive orientation
to the school district. It also includes an
orientation pr ogram for the students'
parents or guardians. Funded by the
Bureau of Refugee & Immigrant
Assistance. Held at East High School. 

Secondary ELL Newcomers
Program ELL Career Exploration
Program
English language learners in grades 7-
12 will develop language and literacy
skills and school readiness skills or
career exploration. Classes will be co-
taught by two ESOL (English for
Speakers of Other Languages) teachers
from the school district, two teachers
from Nazareth College, and a reading
coach. Held at East High School and
Wilson Magnet High School.

Extended School Y ear for Students
with Disabilities
Program will serve both elementary and
secondary students with a focus on
English language arts and math.
Instruction will support students in
maintaining academic and social skills
mastered at the end of the school year.
More than 200 students will be served
at School No. 29 and the Family
Learning Center. 

Summer Pr ograms Offer R eal- World Experiences Along with A cademic Support
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LOS ANGELES, June 24  /PRNewswire/ -

BETbrought together the
best in entertainment,
music and sports for its

annual "family reunion," which pr e-
miered LIVE from Los Angeles' Shrine
Auditorium on T uesday, June 24 at 8:00
p.m.*

Rapper Kanye West was named Best
Male Hip Hop Artist and won Best
Collaboration for "Good Life" featuring T-
Pain. UGK scored the Best Group nod
and also earned Video of the Year for
"International Player's Anthem (I Choose
You)" featuring Outkast.  Alicia Keys was
named Best Female R&B Artist, Chris
Brown was awarded Best Male R&B
Artist, and Missy Elliott landed Best
Female Hip Hop Artist honors. BET
named The Dream this year's Best New
Artist, while Marvin Sapp won Best
Gospel Artist.

Hosted by the always hilarious D.L.
Hughley, BET AWARDS '08 featured jaw-
dropping performances by the hottest
artists in the game today - from hip hop
to gospel to R&B to soul. Usher opened
the show with a sultry rendition of "L ove
in this Club," while Ne-Yo's high-energy
performance of "Closer"
included tons of impr essive choreogra-
phy and a cameo by Jabbawockeez from
MTV's "America's Best Dance Crew."

Young Jeezy and Kanye gave an electri-
fying showing of "Put On," and T-Pain
performed a colorful, cir cus-inspired
medley of songs, featuring Flo Rida, Rick
Ross, Big Boi, DJ Khaled and Ludacris.
Girl power was definitely in the house, as
Keyshia Cole sang "Heaven Sent" and
was joined by Lil' Kim for "Let It Go," and
Alicia Keys performed "Teenage Love
Affair" and then accompanied some of
the best girl groups of all time - SWV, En
Vogue and TLC - for performances of
their hit songs.

Marvin Sapp gave a truly inspirational
and powerful r endition of "Never Would
Have Made It," and other show-stopping
performances included Rihanna, Lil
Wayne, Chris Brown's sizzling dance with
Ciara, and Nelly's medley with Jermaine
Dupri and Fergie. In addition, Jill Scott
and Maxwell performed a moving tribute
to legendary R&B icon Al Green, this
year's recipient of BET's Lifetime
Achievement Award. Green brought the
house down with his own performance
of "Let's Stay Together" and "Love and
Happiness." Quincy Jones, celebrated
producer/arranger/composer, was also
honored with BET's prestigious
Humanitarian Award for his outreach to
young African-Americans through the
Listen Up Foundation.

A star-studded line-up of the hottest A-list
celebrities made appearances at the
show, including LL Cool J, Terrence
Howard, Queen Latifah, Diddy, John
Legend, David Banner, MC Lyte,
Jennifer Hudson, Tyrese, Jordin Sparks,
Mel B, Nia Long, Cuba Gooding, Jr.,
Morris Chestnut, Gabrielle Union, Mary
Mary, Lauren London and Kevin Hart.

Encore telecasts of the BET AWARDS '08

are set for: Friday, June 27 from 7:30-
11:00 p.m.*; Sunday, June 29 from 7:30-
11:00 p.m.*; Tuesday, July 1 from 7:30-
11:00 p.m.*; Friday, July 4 from 6:00
p.m.-12:00 a.m.; Saturday, July 12 from
7:30-11:00 p.m.*; and Thursday, July 17
from 7:30-11:00 p.m.* (Please
note: End time may change depending
on final show length.)

The following is a complete list of win-
ners from the BET AWARDS '08:

Best Female R&B Artist
Alicia Keys

Best Male R&B Artist
Chris Brown

Best Group
UGK

Best Gospel Artist
Marvin Sapp

Best Female Hip Hop Artist
Missy Elliott

Best Male Hip Hop Artist
Kanye West

Best New Artist
The Dream

Best Collaboration
Kanye West f/ T-Pain "Good Life"

Best Video Director
Erykah Badu and Mr. Roboto

Video of the Year
UGK f/ Outkast "International Player's

Anthem (I Choose You)"

Best Actor
Denzel Washington

Best Actress
Halle Berry

Male Athlete of the Year
Kobe Bryant

Female Athlete of the Year
Candace Parker

BET J Award
Raheem DeVaughn

Viewers' Choice Award
Lil Wayne f/ Static "Lollipop"

BET once again teamed up with Cossette
Productions, the famed producers of the
GRAMMY Awards® and the seven
record-setting BET AWARDS shows, to
handle production of the telecast.
Stephen Hill, BET Executive Vice
President, Music and Programming,
along with Lynne Harris-Taylor, BET Vice
President of Specials, are executive pro-
ducers of the telecast.

BET AWARDS '08 is sponsored by
Dodge, Pepsi, Verizon Wireless, General
Motors, P&G, Target, CIROC Vodka and
Ford.

Visit BET.com for BET On Blast video
highlights, photos and continuous BET
AWARDS '08 updates at
http://www.bet.com/betawards.

'BET A WARDS '08' 

( BLACK PR WIRE) OAK BROOK, IL
(June 23, 2008) 

McDonald’s holds its 2008
365Black Awards tribute to
African American trailblazers

at the Essence Music Festival in New
Orleans on July 4.Celebrities and dig-
nitaries from across the country will
join event emcee Tom Joyner, nation-
ally syndicated radio personality and
inaugural 365Black Award recipient,
on Friday, July 4, 2008, 11:00 a.m. –
1:00 p.m., at the Ernest Morial
Convention Center in New Orleans.
The McDonald’s 365Black Awards rec-
ognize the landmark contributions of
African American leaders toward bet-
tering the lives of African Americans
across the nation.

This year McDonald’s recognizes
women’s education advocate
Johnnetta B. Cole; world r enowned
journalist Roland S. Martin; marketing
guru and retired McDonald’s Chief
Marketing Officer Bill Lamar; and
National Black McDonald’s Operators
Association leader Ernie Adair.? These
individuals join the ranks of previous
365Black honorees, including the Rev.
Jesse Jackson, advertising mogul Tom
Burrell, Coca-Cola senior vice presi-
dent Ingrid Saunders-Jones, Essence
Magazine founder Susan Taylor and
President Michelle Ebanks, along with
Congresswoman Maxine Waters.

“ This year’s McDonald’s 365Black
Awards recipients are individuals who
are changing the face of the African
American community by impacting
education, the media envir onment
and the business world every single
day of the year,” said Don Thompson,
President, McDonald’s USA. “They
inspire all of us with their leadership
and scholarship in areas that touch our
lives.”

McDonald’s 365Black A wards
The 365Black Awards were launched
in 2002 and are an extension of
McDonald’s 365Black initiative, creat-
ed to celebrate the pride, heritage and
achievements of African Americans
yearlong. McDonald’s outreach under
the 365Black platform includes the
web site www.365black.com, as well
as alliances and supporting events with
organizations that provide opportuni -
ties for African Americans to succeed.

“McDonald’s continues to nurtur e the
growth of the A frican American com -
munity thr ough collaborating with
those that empower and inspire con-
sumers to take advantage of educa-
tion, economic and car eer opportuni -
ties,” said Carol Sagers, Director of
U.S. Marketing, McDonald’s USA.

“Our commitment is to celebrate peo -
ple who truly demonstrate the essence
of 365Black, which is all about being
deeply rooted in the community
everyday.”

The 2008 365Black Awards recipients
include:
Dr. Johnnetta B. Cole currently serves
as chair of the Global Inclusion and
Diversity Institute, founded under her
name at historically black college
Bennett College for Women, at which
she previously served as President.
She made history in 1987 when she
was named the first African American
woman to serve as president of
Spelman College, and is the only indi-
vidual to have served as president of
the only two historically black colleges
for women in the nation.

Roland S. Martin has used his multime-
dia platform to be a voice for the
African American community . He
hosts a daily talk show on Chicago’s
WVON radio station, and also serves
as a contributor to national news out -
lets, including CNN and TVOne, and
Essence Magazine, including an elec-
tion blog at www .essence.com.

Bill Lamar, recently retired
McDonald’s Chief Marketing Officer,
was the first African American to hold
this role.? During his tenure, Lamar
not only launched McDonald’s curr ent
marketing slogan, “i’m lovin it,” but
also the cornerstone of McDonald’s
commitment to the A frican American
community, the McDonald’s 365Black
initiative and Awards.

Ernie Adair, Chairman and CEO of the
National Black McDonald’s Operators
Association (NBMOA), oversees the
nation’s largest and most successful
organization for African American
franchisees. Adair, an operator of nine
restaurants in Arizona, is a tireless
leader, dedicated to advancing and
celebrating the entrepreneurial spirit
of the African American community ,
through ensuring the businesses suc-
cess of the African American operators
who own r estaurants throughout the
nation.

About McDonald’s
McDonald's USA, LLC, is the leading
foodservice provider in the United
States serving a variety of wholesome
foods made from quality ingredients to
millions of customers every day. More
than 80 percent of McDonald's 13,700
U.S. restaurants are independently
owned and operated by local fran -
chisees. For more information about
McDonald's visit www.mcdonalds.com

McDONALD’S 365BL ACK A WARDS CELE -
BRA TE AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
AND BUSINESS LEADERS McDonald’s
Recognizes Educator Johnnetta B. Cole,
Journalist R oland Martin
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Did you know ……? 
ROI offers programs and services to assist you

in accomplishing your dreams:

ROI Homeownership Program - Assists low and moderate-
income households through homebuyer education classes and
one-on-one homeownership counseling that enables many fami-
lies who never believed they could own their own home become
homeowners. Program Operations Located in Rochester, Batavia,
Canandaigua and Newburgh. For dates and times oforientation
workshops call the Homeownership Info Line -

585-340-3302

ROI Contact for Homeownership Program: Carlene Wade -
Homeownership Program Administrator - 585-340-3338

Enterprise Center - Provides small and micro business loans for
machinery, equipment,working capitol, some real estate, training
and technical assistance, business planning, management, cash
flow and marketing. Also provides outreach to rural communities
regarding economic development resources, access to credit and
technical assistance in rural communities. Program goals are to
increase the flow of capitol to small businesses, foster job growth
and creation in rural communities and encourage small business
expansions to low and moderate-income individuals. Service is
available in up-state New York.

ROI Contact Number for Enterprise Center Services:Economic
Development Info Line: 585-340-3705

New York Division
400 East Ave

Rochester, NY 14607
Tel:  585.340.3300
Fax:  585.340.3727

* Embellished suits
* Dresses
* Special Occasion Attire
* Career Wear
* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and 

Accessories
* Sizes 10 - 34

Dressed N Style

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many

designer suits

262-3550
Let us dress you 

in style!
Celebration Sale Event

30% OFF with A d

178 W Main St. (1 block west of Washington St.) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

“ The right of every American to first-
class citizenship is the most important
issue of our time.”

Jackie Robinson

June 24, 2008 -- The New York Civil
Liberties Union today filed a lawsuit in
federal court over “Operation
Darkening Clouds,” a secret FBI data-
mining program that may have targeted
more than 130,000 immigrants in the
lead up to the Iraq war.

The previously undisclosed program
was revealed in a U.S. Department of
Homeland Security document the FBI
released last year in response to a feder-
al Freedom of Information A ct (FOIA)
request filed by students at Yale Law
School. 

In that document, the FBI disclosed that
during the “pr e-invasion” of Iraq, gov -
ernment personnel pulled together
more than 130,000 immigration records
and used them as the “cornerstone” for
Operation Dark ening Clouds and
Operation Liberty Shield. Operation
Liberty Shield, unveiled in 2003 by
then-DHS Secretary Tom Ridge, author-
ized the indefinite detention of immi -
grants from certain countries.

In May 2007 the NYCLU submitted a
request for records concerning the pro-
gram under FOIA . The FBI denied the
request on August 15, 2007 and reject-
ed an NYCLU administrative appeal in
March of this year. The NYCLU is now
suing to compel the U.S. Department of
Justice to release the public records.

“Over the past seven years, millions of
law-abiding people have had their pri -
vacy breached by government agents,
so Operation Darkening Clouds should
come as no surprise,” said Donna
Lieberman, executive director of the
NYCLU. “But this regime of secrecy
must stop. If the Bush Administration
won’t come clean with what it’s doing,
then it is time for the courts to step in
and force it to do so.”

Since 9/11, the federal government has
launched hundr eds of data-mining
operations, which often involve the
consolidation and analysis of informa-
tion about individuals not suspected of
any wrongdoing. These programs,
when revealed to the public, have
drawn widespread criticism. The DOJ
has resisted public scrutiny of its pro-
grams, rebuffing congressional, media
and FOIA inquiries. 

In this case, the FBI has invoked a
“Glomar ” response and will neither

confirm nor deny the pr ogram’s exis-
tence. That defense was first used by the
CIA when it refused to either confirm or
deny the government’s involvement
with the Hughes Glomar Explorer, a
ship that Howard Hughes claimed to
have built to mine the ocean floor . In
fact, the vessel had been designed to
recover a sunken Russian submarine,
and Hughes was serving as a CIA front.

“The Freedom of Information A ct is not
a nicety that the government can
choose to follow or to ignor e: It’s the
law,” said Daniel Freeman, a Liman
Fellow at the NYCLU and a Yale Law
graduate who helped initially uncover
Operation Dark ening Clouds. “It’s
shocking that the very same official who
signed off on releasing the document
that revealed Operation Darkening
Clouds exists is now refusing to confirm
or deny the existence of the program.
This is government secrecy at its most
egregious.”

The NYCLU lawsuit seeks a court order
barring the DOJ fr om claiming that it
need not even acknowledge the exis-
tence of the program. It also seeks to
compel the DOJ to pr oduce all docu-
ments about the program that are not
subject to legitimate exemptions to the
FOIA. 

“Programs like Operation Darkening
Clouds run counter to our cor e
American values by unfairly singling out
immigrants and making them targets of
suspicion and scrutiny,” Lieberman said.
“Enough is enough. The Bush adminis-
tration must stop eroding our privacy
and diminishing the public’s already tar-
nished trust in government.”

Serving with Freeman as counsel on the
case are Christopher Dunn, Arthur
Eisenberg and Corey Stoughton of the
NYCLU; Jameel Jaffer and L. Danielle
Tully of the American Civil Liberties
Union’s National Security Project; and
Lee Gelernt and Amrit Singh of the
ACLU’s Immigrants’ Rights Project.

To read the full complaint or the
Department of Homeland Security doc -
ument that revealed Operation
Darkening Clouds, visit the NYCLU’s
web site.

NY CL U Sues Over Secr et FBI Data-
Mining Pr ogram, ‘Operation
Dark ening Clouds’



Week of June 28, 2008   ::   13

For more health related information visit our
website at www.thegrhf.org

The Greater Rochester Health
Foundation (GRHF) announced
awards for five collaborative,

neighborhood-based health impr ove-
ment projects. Grantees will each
receive $65,000 to complete an asset-
based assessment of their neighbor-
hoods-the first step in a 3-phase
approach to impr ove neighborhood
health by looking mor e broadly at the
influences on good health. 

"I want to thank the Greater Rochester
Health Foundation for their continued
service to our community," said Mayor
Robert J. Duffy. "Their grant program
benefits health for all residents.
Providing childr en and families with the
best possible health care services is
essential for a healthy community."

These grants are the first investments in
the Foundation's Neighborhood Health
Status Improvement initiative, a long-
term strategy that acknowledges that
where you live-the social, economic,
and environmental conditions of your
neighborhood-can have an impact on
your health. 

"It is our responsibility as a community
to protect the health and well-being of
our fellow citizens," said Monroe
County Executive Maggie Brooks. "I
thank the Greater Rochester Health
Foundation for continuing to shar e in
this commitment and for its generous
new grant program.  GRHF's dedication
to health in our community has benefit -
ed countless Monroe County residents
and its latest project will further
enhance the lives of many more."

Four projects will take place in the City
of Rochester:
* Northeast Bridges to Wellness/Puentes

a la Salud - Anthony L. Jordan Health
Center
* Healthy Outcomes thr ough
Participation, Education, and
Empowerment (HOPE) - Ibero-
American Development Corporation
* Coaching, Organizing, and Accessing
Community Health (COACH) - Charles
Settlement House
* Wellness in Our Neighborhood (WIN)
* Grace Community Village

A fifth project will be based in Dundee,
Yates County: Dundee Neighborhood
Health Improvement Project -  S2AY
Rural Health Network. 

"To achieve sustained change in the
health of a community, we must begin
to change the factors that contribute to
poor health. Factors such as the quality
of housing, the strength of social net-
works, the ability to exercise safely and
purchase healthy foods, and the stress
of crime in neighborhoods all affect
individual health," said John Urban,
President and CEO of the Foundation.
"Our grantees will work collaboratively
to address these broad concerns and
identify and then mobilize the assets in
their neighborhoods, working fr om the
ground up to impr ove the health status
of residents."

Grantees and their partners will be sup-
ported in their efforts to identify , nur-
ture, and mobilize neighborhood assets
with technical assistance provided by
the Asset Based Community
Development Institute (ABCD) at
Northwestern University. 

Gr eater R ochester Health
Foundation Commits $325,000 to 
Impr ove Neighborhood Health

African-American, Hispanic or
American Indian patients under going
genetic testing are unlikely to
encounter counselors of their ethnic
backgrounds, according to a review
appearing in the August issue of the
Journal of Genetic Counseling.

"Minorities are underrepresented in
genetic counseling. It's not a unique
problem to genetics. We see it in health
professions as a whole, but it's more
pronounced in the genetic counseling
professions," said lead author Ilana
Mittman, Ph.D., a certified genetic
counselor at the University of Maryland
at Baltimore.

Mittman's research examined previous-
ly published data on ethnic and racial
demographics in specific genetic pro-
fessions and health care professions in
general.

She found that, compared to other
mental health and health care profes-
sionals, genetic counselors are among
the least likely to be African-American,
Native American or Hispanic. For
example, counselors of African-
American or Hispanic background hold
only 2 percent of the membership in
the National Society of Genetic
Counselors, even though these popula-
tions represent almost one-third of
Americans, according to the authors.

In addition, A frican-Americans com-
prised only 1 percent of geneticists with
medical degrees or Ph.D.s; Hispanics
made up only 2 percent of geneticists
with these degrees.

"The lack of diversity impacts profes-
sionals and people they are trying to
help," according to Mittman, because
providers must be able to acknowledge
cultural, social and religious issues and

communicate effectively with patients.

"We're taught to be culturally sensitive
[as health care professionals], but none
of us can be as culturally sensitive as
people from that cultur e. We can do
our best, but we're not going to know
the rules. We'll never know all of the
issues in their culture," said Edward
McCabe, M.D., a genetic medicine spe-
cialist at UCLA.

"Patients are stating their desire to have
providers who are like them with
respect to race. They feel more com-
fortable, and they are more likely to
trust those providers, to disclose infor-
mation and to follow up on health r ec-
ommendations," Mittman said.

Although the genetic counseling profes-
sions have made efforts to improve
racial and ethnic diversity, demograph-
ics in this field have remained
unchanged for mor e than two decades.

"Genetics offers a promising take on
medicine as we investigate the genetics
of common and comple x disorders and
personalized medicine. It is very impor-
tant to extend those services to every-
body in the population, otherwise
health disparities will widen," Mittman
said.

The Journal of Genetic Counseling,
published by Springer, is an internation-
al forum addressing all aspects of genet-
ic counseling. It focuses on the critical
questions and problems that arise at the
interface between rapidly advancing
technical developments and the con-
cerns of individuals at genetic risk. The
journal is published bimonthly online
and in print
(h t t p : / /www .sp r i nge r. com/ jou r -
nal/10897).

L ack Of Diversity In Genetic
Counselors Could A ffect P atients

Fit Tip #1: Str etching! Did you know
that you should stretch before and after
each exercise session? Stretching is an
essential part of any fitness program.
Here are some things to keep in mind:

*  1. Never stretch to the point of pain
* 2. Hold each stretch at least 10 sec-

onds
* 3. Avoid bouncing in the str etch

position as you could cause serious
damage to your muscles 

Fit Tip #2: W alking! Did you know that
walking just 10 minutes a day will
increase your fitness level? New studies
show that even short bouts of activity
can increase your fitness level. Keep this
in mind, whenever you park your car

you have an opportunity to impr ove
your fitness. Park as far away as you can.
Use every opportunity you can to walk
your way to better fitness.

Fit Tip #3: Incidental Ex ercise!
Incidental exercises are the movements
you perform everyday. Your goal is to
achieve at least 4 of these each day. The
more time that you spend doing them,
the more calories you will burn. Try
some of these:

* 1. Be active for 20 minutes of your
lunch hour

* 2. Take the stairs
* 3. Don't watch, play with the kids
* 4. Cycle instead of driving

* 5. Do that gardening
* 6. Spend 10 minutes a day walking

the dog
* 7. Toss the TV remote and get out

of your chair

Food Preparation Tips: Many organiza-
tions and families have get-togethers
and pot lucks where everyone brings
typical and rich, but often high-fat soul
food dishes. Foods such as Greens and
Black-eyed Peas with Ham Hocks, BBQ
Chicken, Beef Short Ribs, and Candied
Yams are soul-satisfying and pleasura-
ble, but may deliver an unhealthy
amount of extra fat, salt, and calories.
And that can have a significant effect on
health.

* A frican Americans have a higher
risk of morbidity and mortality fr om
chronic diseases such as heart disease,
hypertension and diabetes. Decreasing
the amount of fat and calories, and
increasing the amount of dairy prod-
ucts, fruits and vegetables can make a
healthier diet and decr eases the risk of
chronic disease.

* With a little modification, and cook -
ing differently, you can still enjoy these
tasty dishes without paying a price in fat
or calories.

* Help take down the fat by baking
instead of frying. Use spices and meat or
vegetable broth in the place of bacon
and ham hocks.

Healthy Living Tips
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NEW YORK, June 26, 2008 –

In an initiative earmarked exclusively
for emerging filmmakers of African
nationality and r esidence, Focus

Features has established the Africa First
Program. Africa First is offering partici-
pating filmmakers the chance to be
awarded $10,000 in financing for pro-
duction and/or post-pr oduction on their
narrative short film made in continental
Africa and tapping the resources of the
film industry there. Complete details on
Africa First – including application infor -
mation – can be accessed through
www.filminfocus.com/africafirst. Focus
CEO James Schamus made the
announcement today.

Offering practical support in addition to
the fiscal backing, an international advi-
sory board of experts in African cinema
has been convened. The Africa First
board members are Ms. Mahen Bonetti,
founder and executive director of the
African Film Festival; journalist and doc-
umentary filmmaker Ms. Jihan El-Tahiri;
Ms. June Givanni, who for four years
programmed the Toronto International
Film Festival’s Planet Africa series; Mr.
Gaston Kabor, filmmaker and professor;
Mr. Pedro Pimenta, manger of training
programs throughout South Africa; and
Mr. Keith Shiri, founder/dir ector of the
Africa at the Pictures film festival in the
U.K.

Africa First was conceived by producer
Kisha Imani Cameron (…Sometimes in
April), whose Completion F ilms compa-
ny has a first-look and consulting deal
with Focus. Focus creative executive
Matthew Plouffe will coor dinate Africa
First submissions and evaluations with
Ms. Cameron, who will supervise the
program. In addition to on -site work in
Africa, a weekend of workshops in New
York City with boar d members is also
planned.

Mr. Schamus said, “It’s about time the
American film industry took a mor e
active interest in the enormous filmmak-
ing talents emerging in Africa. Everyone
at Focus is excited to be a part of this ini-
tiative.”

Ms. Cameron added, “As an independ-
ent producer myself, I’m always listening
for new voices. Filmmakers selected for
the grants will retain the copyrights to
their projects as well as artistic, budget-
ary, and editorial contr ol. But through-
out the process – and, ideally, beyond –
the team at Focus will lend them sup-
port.”

Five (5) filmmakers will be awarded
$10,000 apiece. The submission period
began on May 12th, 2008 and runs
through July 15th, 2008. The five film-
makers selected will retain distribution
rights to their completed shorts, with the
exception of North American rights;

Focus will have those, as well as the
right of first negotiation to pr oductions
derived from the shorts, such as a fea-
ture-length expansion.

Completion is developing feature, docu-
mentary, and television projects. Its pres-
ident, Ms. Cameron, previously worked
as director of development at Walden
Media, and as an executive at New Line
Cinema, where she oversaw the devel-
opment and production of Spike Lee’s
Bamboozled.

Focus Features (www.filminfocus.com)
exists to produce, acquire and distribute
original and daring films that challenge
the mainstream to embrace and enjoy
voices and visions from around the
world that deliver global commer cial
success.

Upcoming Focus Features releases
include Andr ew Fleming’s irreverent
comedy Hamlet 2, starring Steve
Coogan; Joel and Ethan Coen’s Burn
After Reading, starring George Clooney,
Frances McDormand, John Malkovich,
Tilda Swinton, Richard Jenkins, and
Brad Pitt, which will world-pr emiere as
the opening-night film of the 2008
Venice International F ilm Festival;
Henry Selick’s 3-D stop-motion animat-
ed feature Coraline, starring Dakota
Fanning and Teri Hatcher; Shane
Acker’s animated fantasy epic 9, starring
Elijah Wood and Jennifer Connelly;
Cary Fukunaga’s immigrant thriller Sin
Nombr e; writer/dir ector Jim Jarmusch’s
new film, tentatively titled The Limits of
Control, starring Isaach De Bankol; a
contemporary comedy dir ected by
Academy Award winner Sam Mendes
and starring John Krasinski and Maya
Rudolph; and Gus Van Sant’s Milk, star-
ring Sean Penn as Harvey Milk.

Focus Features is part of NBC Universal,
one of the world’s leading media and
entertainment companies in the devel -
opment, production, and mark eting of
entertainment, news, and information to
a global audience. Formed in May 2004
through the combining of NBC and
Vivendi Universal Entertainment, NBC
Universal owns and operates a valuable
portfolio of news and entertainment net -
works, a premier motion pictur e compa-
ny, significant television production
operations, a leading television stations
group, and world-r enowned theme
parks. NBC Universal is 80% owned by
General Electric and 20% owned by
Vivendi.

FOCUS FEA TURES EST ABLISHES
PROGRAM FOR AFRICAN FILMMAK -
ERS; SHOR T FILMS TO BE MADE
WITH FINANCING FROM PROGRAM

(BLACK PR WIRE) 

W omen love to accessorize; it’s
ostensibly in our genes and
African American women

rank right up ther e in terms of the
worlds most stylishly accessorized.
Purses, clutches, handbags and totes
have been a style staple for decades,
yet the designer purse industry
reached its pinnacle in the 21st centu-
ry as celebrities dressed in jeans, tee-
shirts and $5 flip-flops hit the streets in
droves toting luxurious designer hand-
bags worth upwards of $2000 on their
arms in the supplest leathers and
brightest hues. It is astounding what
people will pay for a Marc Jacobs,
Prada, Botkier, Gucci, Anya
Hindmarch, Luella Bartley or the epit-
ome of all coveted bags, the Herms
Birkin bag which often r equires a wait-
ing period of 10 years time until ones
name comes up on the list!

The strange but poignant question aris-
es: If women care so much about the
handbag they display so proudly on
their arm as contributing to the look
they are portraying why do they settle
for simple paper or plastic bags at the
grocery store? We’ve all seen the styl-
ish professional woman tossing a
dozen or so awful plastic grocery bags
into the trunk of a high power ed
Mercedes Benz, clutching a cell phone
to one ear and Prada tote over one
well-groomed shoulder! These plastic
grocery bags, which take 1000 years to
biodegrade in a landfill (Scientists
THINK! For who lives that long?), are
consumed in the billions each year in
the United States wreaking havoc on
the environment. Bird and sea crea-

tures accidentally ingest them and per-
ish. They litter our streets and high-
ways and clutter up our lives in addi-
tion to the fact that only 1% is recycled
nationally!

Luxury bag designer Anya Hindmarch
is responsible for this year’s “IT” bag
which turns out not to be one of her
luxe $2000 metallic creations but a $15
canvas grocery satchel emblazoned
with the phrase, “I’M NOT A PLASTIC
BAG.” All 20,000 of the first to go on
sale in the U.K. were gone by 9:00 a.m.
the day of introduction in April of
2007. A veritable stampede took place
over these bags in Taiwan three
months later causing other Asian
nations to cancel their debut. Other
prominent designer bag makers are
pushing for consumer responsibility as
well creating organic cotton and silk
grocery shopping bags in an effort to
cut down on wasteful plastic refuse
landing in dumps. The worry for envi -
ronmentalists is that plastic will be
replaced by paper and paper bags
aren’t any better! Trees are cut down
by the millions every year to create
them!

While one may opt to use plastic bags
in the case of smelly fish and leaking
food goods, carrying around canvas
and mesh totes for grocery shopping,
which can be bought for much less
than $15 a piece, seems like the way to
go. The little things we do to help the
environment contribute gr eatly as our
actions positively affect others as well.
As the fashion world cares enough to
fight for the envir onment, isn’t it time
that we all do as well?

Fashion fights for the envir onment

RCSD T o Pr esent Information on Contract
for Ex cellence for 2008-09; Public Invited T o
Pr ovide Input

Apresentation on the Rochester City School District’s Contract for
Excellence will take place Monday, July 7, 6:00-8:00 p.m. at 167 Flanders
Street, the Rochester office of the Alliance for Quality Education. The

presentation is open to the public and input from the public is welcome.

As part of the New York State education budget, school districts are required to
put in place proven, effective programs to raise student achievement. These
programs must support students with the greatest educational needs: those who
live in poverty, are classified with disabilities, or have limited proficiency in
English. In the Rochester City School District, this represents more than 80% of
the student population. 

In the Contract for Excellence, each school district must explain its plan for put-
ting in place new or expanded programs to meet the educational needs of those
students.

“I prayed for twenty years but r eceived
no answer until I prayed with my legs.”

Frederick Douglass
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CLASSIFIEDS
To place a classified ad call us at 585-301-4199 e xt. 82
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SERVICES

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?

HELP W ANTED

Debt Counselors Needed in
Fairport!

ConServe, a five time Rochester's
Top 100 Company, is rapidly

expanding to support our growing
client base. 

We offer full time hours, great bene-
fits package, competitive pay with

opportunity for bonus, flexible
scheduling, and opportunity for

advancement.
ConServe is a leader in the 3rd

party collections industry.  We spe-
cialize in recovering educational

debt for our clients which
include colleges and universities

from all over the country as
well as our largest client, The

U.S. Department of Education.  
Send resumes to:

Pkent@ConServe-arm.com
Or fax them to (585)598-6131

www.conserve-arm.com
an Equal Opportunity Employer

MINORITY
REPORTER

585-301-4199

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
* Skilled Machinist

* Skilled Sheetmet al 
Brake Operators

* Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

Get your
events post -

ed to our 
on-line

events cal -
endar 

F R E E

email us at 
events@
minority

r eporter .net

Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

* House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

Chase and O , The Oprah Magazine's Promotion T eam
Help F our W omen 'Stay a Step Ahead' Chosen from
9,000 entrants, winners receive advice from Chase
financial specialists

(BLACK PR WIRE) NEW YORK--(BUSINESS WIRE)--June 24,
2008--With many women serving as the family CFO, it's not sur-
prising some would seek help in today's challenging economic
environment. In fact, nearly 9,000 women from all over the
country submitted essays outlining their financial goals, needs
and hopes for a "Stay a Step Ahead" financial makeover.

Today, the contest sponsors - Chase and the O, The Oprah
Magazine promotion team - announced the four winners and
provided advice that can help millions of women manage their
household debt, make real estate decisions, plan for retirement
and even manage small business finances.

The winners, from Arizona, California, Ohio and Texas, are each
receiving advice from a team of Chase financial specialists with
expertise in investments, mortgages, and personal and business
banking.

The July issue of O, The Oprah Magazine features a special
advertising section dedicated to these women's stories and
action plans. Additional information about each winner , includ-
ing video clips, profiles, and Chase's initial plan is available at
www.oprah.com/chase.

"Chase is excited to partner with O , The Oprah Magazine promo-
tion team to pr ovide real-life advice for women working har d to
get and stay a step ahead in their financial life," said Saundra
Schrock, who manages Chase's network of 3,150 bank branches.
"What matters to them matters to Chase, and we are proud to be
able to offer advice, education and tools to help them achieve
their dreams."

Winners reflect the goals of many women

Each contest winner has a specific goal that mirrors those of mil-
lions of women's financial dreams across the country. The win-
ners
are:

--?Angela Carter of West Chester, Ohio - A would-be homeown -
er
??? worries that her credit history might hinder her dr eams;

?--Gina Schopf of Houston, Texas - A recently divorced mother is
????about to be an empty-nester and wants to take control of her
????post-divorce finances;

--Shelia Spencer of Gilbert, Arizona - A working mother who
?? would like to become a stay-at-home mom; and

--Toni Purry of Los Angeles, Calif. - A small business owner is
?? a? ccomplished in her field, but needs additional financial
? ?knowledge on growing her new business.

Each woman has received financial consultations to get them on
the right track, and will be consulting with their Chase financial
specialists for the rest of the year.

Chase Provides Clear and Simple Solutions For All Customers

While the winners have taken advantage of Chase's one-on-one
financial advice, Chase provides all customers with information
to achieve a solid financial footing. Customers can go to
www.oprah.com/chase to learn more about the winners. In addi-
tion, Chase now offers Clear & Simple - a collection of free tools,
resources and business practices that help its customers make
wise credit decisions and manage debt effectively. For more
information, visit www .chaseclearandsimple.com.

Chase is committed to keeping pace with its customers and deliv-
ering benefits that can make both an immediate and long-term
impact on their lives.

A dvertising
Sales

Minority Reporter is looking
for a full-time or part-time
Advertising Sales
Representative. Experience
preferred but not necessary. 
This is a commission-based
position. 

Please call 
585-301-4199 e xt. 82




