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Thr oughout the pages of this edition you will find
information on events and pr ograms commemorating
the life of Dr . Martin Luther King , Jr and Black History
Month.
Dr . King , we celebrate your legacy!

Rochester Chapter NAACP:
Board members say organization
poised for new growth
"We wanted to wash away the stigma of the past and bring 

new committed people on boar d."
~

"The people in the community have no idea of the magnitude 
of things we are doing."

Read full story on page 3

Gary Thompson r esigns pr esidency of

A Pr oclamation by
the Pr esident of

the United States

D r. Martin Luther King, Jr .,
changed our Nation for ever
through his leadership, serv-

ice, and clarity of vision. On the
Martin Luther King, Jr ., Federal
Holiday, we honor the lasting legacy
of this great American, remember
the ideals for which he fought, and
recommit ourselves to ensuring that
our country's promise extends to all
Americans across this great land.

In the brief time Dr . King walked
upon this earth, he devoted his life to
strengthening the content of the
American character and called on
our Nation to live up to its founding
principles of life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness for all its citizens. Dr.
King's faith in the Almighty gave him
the courage to confront discrimina-
tion and segregation, and he
preached that all the powers of evil
are ultimately no match for even one
individual armed with eternal truths.
Through his determination, spirit,
and resolve, Dr. King helped lift souls
and lead one of the greatest move-
ments for equality and freedom in
history.

Our Nation has made progress
toward realizing Dr. King's dream, yet
the work to achieve liberty and jus-
tice for all is never-ending. In July of
2006, I was honored to sign the
"Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and

cont’d on page 2
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Martin Luther King , Jr .,
Federal Holiday , 2008

A Proclamation by the President
of the United States of America

Cont’d from page 1
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* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

Michael Jordan ’s
new $200 shoes

NBA superstar Michael Jordan and
Nike have released the first-ever envi-
ronment friendly Jor dan's. The shoes
will sell for $200. To date, Jordan has
made millions of dollars selling his
shoes - which have remained popular
for over 20 years

Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act
Reauthorization and Amendments Act
of 2006," to renew the Voting Rights Act
of 1965 and reaffirm our commitment to
securing the voting rights of all
Americans. My Administration will con -
tinue to protect the rights won through
the sacrifice of Dr. King and other civil
rights leaders, and our country will
never rest until equality is real, opportu-
nity is universal, and all citizens are
empowered to realize their dreams.

As we observe Dr. King's birthday, I
encourage all Americans to celebrate
his memory by performing acts of kind-
ness through service to others. Let us
live out Dr. King's teachings as we con-
tinue to work for the day when the dig -
nity and humanity of every person is
respected.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W.
BUSH, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vest -
ed in me by the Constitution and laws of
the United States, do hereby proclaim
January 21, 2008, as the Martin Luther
King, Jr., Federal Holiday. I encourage
all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate civic, community , and serv-
ice programs and activities in honor of
Dr. King's life and legacy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand this sixteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord two
thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of
America the two hundr ed and thirty-
second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Dear Editor:

I don't really know what people think
the City of Rochester residents do when
they witness a crime, but from reading
the newspapers and listening to the
media, it seems we just sit back and
"enjoy the view." 

Well, I'm going to try and straighten a
few things out for you. Yes, some of us
actually do call 911 when we see crime
in our neighborhood. Now when the
police get there is another story. It may
be now, it may be never. Everyone is
not afraid to dial 911.

Yes, some of us do care about the sense-
less deaths of ALL people, city and subur-
bia. But it seems some deaths do not war-
rant the same investigative fervor as oth-
ers. I believe Mr. Slater's death was num-
ber 40. What about victim number 1?

Yes, some city folk call 911 when they
see small time, working for the drug-
man curb-side drug dealers, fights,
street gambling, etc. It may take the
police 15-20 minutes to respond, if they
respond. We could falsely report a gun-
shot, [and] RPD respond faster, but
you'll then be charged with falsely
reporting an incident. A r eport was
called regarding a break-in of a vehicle
and theft of tools two years ago. We're
still waiting.  

I know RPD is understaffed, with limited
funds, but funds that miraculously
appeared! This is a good thing, but I'm
sure the parents of victim number 1
wish $50,000/a day had appeared for

their child, br other, sister, mother or
father.
The City could truly use more funding
for our schools to attract better quali -
fied teachers (It's not ALWAYS the STU-
DENTS FAULT), not line bureaucrat's
pockets. Where the millions of RCSD
money goes is still a puzzle. But, I must
say, it seems lobbying for more money
for jails, expanding the Zoo, naming ele-
phants, bears, butterflies and alligators,
constructing exorbitant-priced down -
town housing the average person can't
afford, and building D AM bridges, takes
precedence over human lives.

RPD knows where the drug houses are,
they know who the gang members are,
and they know wher e illegal guns are
being sold (because they buy them
undercover). Exactly how many victims
does it take to make a case? It seems
dead bodies come in a distant second
compared to revitalizing the Zoo and
downtown. Inner -city crime seems to
get pushed further down the list of the
City's "Main Game" plan.

Sure, more of us city folk need to step
up to the plate, but it feels like the plate
is steadily being moved. I heard some-
one say "city kids are throw away kids,
but you can't throw them far enough
because they always come back to
haunt you, may you live in the city or in
the suburbs."

Yes we call. And I know the majority of
us care.

Barbara Edwards

Letter s
Yes We Do Call and Y es We Do Car e

METR O EXTERIORS
...your satisfaction is our reputation!

-  UNLIMITED SNOW PL OW CONTR ACTS    only $89!!
-  Lawn Rolling                     only $39
-  Driveway Sealing                 only $48
-  Driveway Resurfacing (NEW)       only $995

www .metroe xteriorsofrochester .com
(585) - 581 - 2468  Call TOD AY
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by Dave McCleary

I n a letter to the Board of Dir ectors
dated January 4, 2008, Gary
Thompson resigned his position as

President of the Rochester Chapter
NAACP.

Thompson, who became
President in April of last year, cited
philosophical differ ences with the
board as well as "personal" reasons
for vacating his position. His letter
stated that he "lost the zeal and
strength that is needed to continue to
lead the chapter".

Coming less than two months
after their "Freedom Fund Dinner" in
which the or ganization tried to brand
itself as "the New Greater Rochester
NAACP," the timing of Thompson's
resignation comes as no surprise to
some.

The "Freedom Fund Dinner" (nor -
mally an annual event), took place
last November and was the first the
Rochester Chapter has produced in
more than five years. Board members
say they hoped the dinner would
have created a fresh start for the
organization.

"We wanted to wash away the
stigma of the past and bring new
committed people on boar d,"
explains Kay Thompson (no relations
to Gary), Rochester Chapter
Treasurer.

But the past, rocked by scandals,
misappropriation of funds and other
indiscretions, appears to be one
major hindrance to the curr ent
progress of the organization. 

According to board members, the
problems for the organization date as
far back as 1993 when Rev. Willie
Harvey was president. They say
Harvey's personal problems with
Rochester Telephone wher e he
worked full-time, and cir cumstances
regarding 'financial discrepancies'
with NAACP funds, led to his removal

from office.
Harvey was succeeded by Rev.

Norvell Goff, who at the time was
senior pastor of Baber AME Church.
Goff served from 1993 until 2004
when he resigned. Board members
blame Goff's 11-year run for much of
the public's negativity toward the
organization. They said when he left
office, the organization was down to
only 10 members and an empty bank
account.

Joseph S. Brown, who served as
vice-president under Goff, was
appointed interim pr esident after
Goff's resignation and was later voted
into office in 2005 through a special
election. 

Brown, working with boar d mem-
bers Beulah Patterson and Kay
Thompson, is credited with r ebuild -
ing the organization to about 150
members but served for only two
years. Board members say there was
a conflict between his consulting
business and his position as president
of the chapter.

"The presidency was dropped on
my shoulder at a very inconvenient
time," Brown said. "I had a lot going
on in my personal life that prevented
me from making the kind of contribu -
tion I would have lik ed."

In the November 2007 election
Brown declined to run for office. R ev.
Sammy King was elected president
and Gary Thompson was elected
vice-president. King was installed in
January, 2007 but resigned in April,
after only four months in office.

Board members say they had
hopes King would turn out to be the
leader that would ultimately turn
things around for the or ganization
but wer e caught by surprise when he
resigned.

King was succeeded by Gary
Thompson whose vision was to work
on initiatives within the educational
system and the jails.

Board members say Thompson
was inexperienced as a leader and
allowed too many 'outside influences'
to cloud his judgment. But Thompson
says the board continually 'tied his
hands' making it impossible for him
to move forwar d with a pr ogressive
agenda.

Upon Thompson's resignation, the
board met on January 7 and appoint -
ed Karen Spotford as president.
Spotford brings to the organization
more than 20 years in organizational
leadership. She is a delegate of the
Rochester Labor's Council and has
served in various Union positions
including the Rochester Laborer's
Union and the Public Employees
Federation.

"Who is president is only conse-
quential to the mission of the organi-
zation," explains Spotford, adding,
"the NAACP is here as an advocate
for the community . The president
needs to be someone who can move
the organization forward. I under -
stand how to advance the mission of
the organization."

Spotford and the board of dir ec-
tors say they wish Gary the best but
"will continue to push forwar d with
the NAACP agenda."

Gary Thompson says he remains
committed to the or ganization. "My
family and I continue to believe in
the mission and goals of the national
NAACP and will always be members
as we continue the fight for freedom
and justice," he said.

"We don't want the or ganization
locked down to any one person or
any one church. We belong to the
community," noted Kay Thompson.

Kay has been with the organiza-
tion since 1993--the year Goff
became president. During Goff ’s
term, the chapter was run from his

church, on Meigs Street. When he
resigned from the pr esidency the
organization needed a new location
to run their operation. K ay donated
space at her North Avenue insurance
agency office. The chapter continues
to operate from that location today.

"The people in the community
have no idea of the magnitude of
things we are doing," says James
Harvey, Chapter Vice-president.

Currently the organization's agen-
da includes voter registration and
membership drives; conducting
weekly visits at the Monroe County
jail, interviewing inmates r egarding
issues of 'unfair matters in the crimi-
nal justice system; participating in
round-table discussions with mem-
bers of the Attorney General's team;
co-sponsoring the Attorney General's
community forum; working with the
Rochester City School District on
community issues to 'enhance our
kid's education'; building relation-
ships with local unions 1199 and
CBTU; conduct discussions with the
Commissioner of Jurors on the selec-
tion pr ocess and strategies on getting
more African-American participa -
tion.

Some of their future initiatives
involve building a team of legal vol -
unteers to assist with inmate issues
within the criminal justice system and
other legal matters, as well as con-
ducting public forums to r ecruit
African Americans for jury duty.

Board members say they hope the
community will tak e this opportunity
to join the or ganization and help
shape the vision for the future in cor-
recting social injustice for all people.

"It's better to have us and not
need us, than to need us and not
have us," admonished Kay
Thompson.

Rochester Chapter NAACP

L to R: Kay Thompson (Treasurer), Beulah Patterson (Chapter Secretary), Henry James (Vice-
president), Willie “Moblie” Yelder (Board member). Front/Center: Karen Spotford (President)

THE ORIGIN AL
HOMELAND SECURITY

Just ask the Native Americans what happens when you don't
control immigration
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Obama and the
Black vote

A fter reading Jim Lawrence's
most recent D&C editorial on
the discussion his family held

around their intent to support or
not support Barack Obama for
President, I decided it time to share
my two cents on the issue.  I was
trying to hold off commenting until
after the South Carolina primary
where 50% of the registered voters
are black.  My hope was that
Southern Blacks would seek to lead
us and our thinking in the North.
However, after reading reports and
alleged justifications by Southern
Black Democrats as to why they
can't, or won't support the Obama
candidacy, I realized the time had
come for me to share my concerns. 

If you are black and within the
sound of my voice, I hope you
begin to recognize that my ances-
tors, your ancestors, those
enslaved, lynched, murdered,
maimed, humiliated, jailed, spat
upon, kicked, slapped, raped, vio-
lated in any form in a constant
struggle to gain equal footing and
freedom, must be upside down in
their graves, and hopefully haunt-
ing you.  How dar e you be
ashamed, afraid or attempt to justi-
fy why you can't call Obama your
own.  How dar e you after all of
these years of leading the fight for
justice attempt to tell me that you
are "political;" that putting our eggs
in the same basket is not wise; is the
way to go this time around. I dis-
agree. 

Shirley Chisholm in 1972, Jesse
Jackson in 1984 and 1998, paved
the way for Barack Obama to stand
as tall as he stands and get it right
this time around.  Their candida -
cies, and bid to reside at 1600
Pennsylvania Avenue, may not have
been considered a legitimate bid
and thus excused some Negroes
from playing ball because of the
potential for consequences as it
related to their survival. But that
was then, this is now, and it is 2008.
I no longer find excuses acceptable,
or any of the rationale given any-
thing but a cowar dly act. I have
often said we, as a race, are the
ONLY people who find the need to
make excuses as to why we can't
claim each other.  Barack Obama is
MINE. He is also YOURS, black peo-

ple.  He walks like me, he talks like
me, he looks like me and so do his
wife and childr en.  I can't honestly
find a reason NOT to support him.
Why should I?   The Italians, Polish,
Germans, Russians, Middle
Easterners, American Indians, East
Indians, Yugoslavians, Irish,
Chinese, Japanese, French,
Mexican, Puerto Ricans, South
Americans, West Indians,
Canadians,  Muslims, Jews,
Catholics, Christians, Jehovah
Witnesses, Seventh Day Adventists,
Mormons, Buddhists, Methodists,
Presbyterians, Lutherans, etc., etc.,
etc. NEVER apologize or justify why
they can't support their own.  Why
do we?  What is our problem?  

So far, young folks are proving to
be smarter than some who tran-
scended from our Civil Rights era
and are still on this side of the
dimension to talk about it.  Many
who have had family friends and
relatives a part of the so-called
"struggle," are failing to recognize
the Obama candidacy is part of it.
Marvin Gaye said, "What's Going
On?"  Billy Cosby and Dr. Alvin
Poussaint said "Come On People."
This is the Wake up call.  The
Revolution is being televised. What
do you mean when you say it is "not
the time?"  The time for what?  

I also recognize that some old-
schoolers, those in tune to
American History, are afraid of
what may happen to Obama if he
does succeed.  But in recognizing
that most I have heard declare that
concern are supposed to know
God, it confuses me as to why they
fail to believe and accept that God
does have his back.  I see this man
as one chosen by God to further the
Mission of getting us to the
Promised Land. Anyone with the
courage to put their life on the line
for me is walking with God fr om
where I sit. Their faith, regardless of
religious affiliation, got them there
and will take them further.  

I conclude that only those who
truly feel free, who are unbought,
unbossed and unsold, can and will
publicly declar e their support for
Barack Obama.  Those who cannot
say so out loud, I can only hope
when the curtain closes that they
do like others do us and vote their
conscience.  I will never accept that
if you are black and have lived in
America that your inner self is not
struggling with whatever your
mouth may say to the media.  My
Faith will not allow me to count
folks out, not even the Negroes,
who don't r ecognize their success-
es, if any, are a result of standing on
someone else's shoulders.  Now it is
time to give back what has been
given to you.  Your ancestors say so.

STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

by Dave McCleary

Recently, Monroe County
Legislature President Wayne Zyra
decided to dismantle the selection

committee he put together to choose the
next Public Defender and has turned
over the screening process to the legisla-
ture's Public Safety Committee, which
will then make a recommendation to the
full legislature. 

But the battle over the process is far
from over. Assemblyman David F. Gantt
and the Monroe County Public
Defender's Community Steering
Committee is planning to visit the Public
Safety Committee at their 'emergency'
meeting this evening (Thursday, January
17, 2008) at 5:30 p.m. to voice their
opposition to the "political selection
process".

The Community Steering Committee
members are in favor of a non-political
committee led by the Monr oe County
Bar Association and members of the
community.

Last week Coalition members met
with about 150 community members at
Aenon Baptist Church to speak out
against Zyra's plans. The Coalition is
demanding "a fair and impartial, merit-
based screening process" and would like
to return to "the tried and true pr ocess
that has worked effectively for over 30
years."

Members of Zyra's original commit-
tee included himself, State Supreme
Court Justice Stephen Lindley, Appellate
Justice Nancy Smith, County Attorney
Daniel DeLaus, two appointees of the
Monroe County Bar Association, one
appointment each by majority and

minority leaders in the County
Legislature and one court appointee.

The decision to turn the process over
to the Public Safety Committee means
that input into the selection of Monr oe
County's next public defender will be
generated solely by the legislature and its
attorneys.

Committee members are planning to
push forward on their selection process.
Resumes of public defender applicants
will be reviewed and an interview
process will be established.

Community Steering Committee
members say they will continue the
fight to give the process back to the
community.

Members of the Steering Community
Steering Committee include: Bishop
Matthew Clark of the Roman Catholic
Diocese; Bishop Jack McKelvey of the
Episcopal Diocese; Reverend James L.
Cherry of Aenon Baptist Church;
Minister Franklin D. Flor ence and
Reverend Erroll E. Hunt of the Faith
Community Alliance; William G. Clark,
President of the Urban League of
Rochester; James Norman of ABC, Inc.;
Lovely A. Warren, Diversity Committee
chair, Rochester Black Bar Association;
Ron Thomas of Baden Street, Calvin Lee
of Montgomery Center; Sue K. Porter of
the Judicial Process Commission; Sally
Dodgson of Church Women United;
Grace Miller of House of Mercy; Dorothy
Borgus of League of Women Voters;
Daan Braveman, President of Nazareth
College.

For more information, community
members are encouraged to call David
Gantt's office at 585-454-3670.

Battle over Public Defender 
selection pr ocess continues
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W e are al l  mult i -dimen -
sional, meaning we are
spirit, we possess a soul,

and we l ive in a body.
Unfortunately, we have a ten-
dency to nurtur e one
or two of these
dimensions at the
expense of the other.
If we, however , are to
be balanced persons
it  is important that
we pay attention to
all thr ee dimensions,
for all it takes is for
one to be off kilter to
thr ow the others off
balance. 

We are spir i t ,
which is what makes
us most l ike our Creator and
enables us to communicate with
him. Many of our spir i ts are
empty. We are so busy that we
seldom take the time to nourish
our spiritual dimension thr ough
prayer and meditation. Another
way of nourishing our spirit is by
performing acts of k indness
anonymously,  without gett ing
credit for it. 

We possess a soul. Our soul
comprises our emotions and our
intel lect. This is another area
that is often neglected. We can
cultivate our emotional dimen -
sion by investing in relationships
that are wholesome and chal-
lenge us to be sharper and bet-
ter. Furthermor e, we can spend
time in intellectually stimulating
conversat ions. Read a book.
Attend a seminar. Learn a new
hobby. These are all things that
we can do to nurtur e our soul.

Our body is our physical
housing for our spirit and emo -
tions. Whereas we tend to neg-

lect our spirits and souls, our
problem when it comes to our
physical dimension is just as like-
ly to be over-indulgence as neg-
lect. We are facing serious health

cr ises because we
are putt ing things
into our bodies that
our bodies wer e not
designed to handle.
Furthermor e, our
bodies are forced to
cope with levels of
stress that they just
wer e not equipped
for. We are also tak-
ing in huge quanti -
t ies of food where
obesity has now sur-
passed lung cancer
from smoking as the

major health issue, according to
the surgeon general. We only get
one body. When it stops work-
ing, we don' t  have a spare.
Things we can do for our physi-
cal well-being include getting a
physical examination, finding out
all we can about pr oper nutri -
tion and committing to healthy
eating and exercise. 

We are wonderful ly made,
and it is very important that we
pay attention to all thr ee aspects
of ourselves - spirit, soul and
body. We need to make sure that
each area of our lives is nurtured
in some way at least once a
week. 

Denise M. Josephs is an educator, speaker
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College -PCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of Business
Administration, and owns her own compa-
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is currently pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminary.

Read and R eap!
Maintaining our Balance
by Denise Josephs

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik e 585.802.6002
Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr others@hotmail.com
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by Chris Stevenson 

You have noticed the rise of a relatively
new type of killer in the American com -
munity nowadays. Omaha Nebraska, 8
dead; Virginia Tech, 32 dead, though
the list goes on, the common thread to
these slaughters is the disposition of just
one man. News reports will play it as
'he has a history of mental illness,' but
I'm concluding ther e is something else
going on here. In many cases, before
that mental condition set in, ther e were
some successfully enabled selfish man-
nerisms that grew out of contr ol. The
individual that r eaches that particular
stage of narcissism resulting in external
cold-blooded violence towar d others, is
what I call the Me-(or Me-ism)
Insurgent. This is pretty much
American society's forgotten villain.
American media's contribution to them
is it's lowering the value of life through
its determination to expose its citizens
to as much violence and confrontation
as humanly possible.

Yes, in some cases there is a clear
case of mental illness that is beyond
that individual's power . Seung-Hui
Cho, the VA Tech shooter, did previous-
ly manifest an anxiety disorder and was
legally declared mentally ill. But my
theory insists the more self-centered
people become, the more unrealistic
they and their expectations grow, and
before long they cross the insanity line.

The Me-Insurgent doesn't start out
killing, so it's possible to spot one before
he takes action. To be honest with you,
there's a couple of clowns I got my eye
on, but for now they pr etty much blend
in with the r est of society. These are just
hot-tempered misfits who don't allow
reason, common-sense or knowledge,
to interfere with what they want. They
differ from the insurgents we common-
ly hear about in the Middle-East. The
Me-Insurgent is too undisciplined and
selfish to follow any religious or military
principle to the letter . Though they
eschew official indoctrination to any
organization, they have miraculously
managed to place unusually high

expectations on others, even those
close to them. 

An easy shortcut to finding one of
these kooks is to talk to any woman
undergoing spousal abuse whether
physical or psychological, and in many
cases their oppressor is a Me-Insurgent.
He has taken "all about me" to a new
level. Many of these men can be easily
cured with a simple trip to the wood -
shed-if you know what I mean. The
case of Robert Hawkins; shooting peo-
ple because he can't handle something
almost everyone else has (a breakup, a
firing), is nothing but a normal man
who thinks he's too special to endure
the same pain most others have. 

There is a second type of Me-
Insurgents; the single-mother produced
killer; many of whom ar e black. These
are best known for their gang or drug-
related killings. Their personality traits
betray their lack of exposure to a credi-
ble father figure or male role model.
You see, these young "men" display
attributes best known in many women.
They take more things personally, they
are more apt to hold grudges, they are
prone to jealousy (always hatin') and
they will turn everyday situations into a
confrontation (when women display
this we call it "nagging"). How bizarre
does it look to have someone with big
muscles and toting an automatic act
out in this manner? This is a repack-
aged form of macho that imitates the
worst of womanhood while concur -
rently manifesting homo-phobic,
misogynistic and childish behavior.
These guys don't start out insane, just
stupid. 

There is no way to officially mark
someone a Me-Insurgent. Their biggest
victory is that we won't r eally know in
most cases until they pull the trigger.
You can't be proactive and witch-hunt
someone you suspect as such, without
looking like a nut yourself. But you can
keep one eye open.

Stevenson writes for various newspa-
pers and websites nationally. Contact
him at pointblankdta@yahoo.com  

BEWARE THE ME-INSURGENT :
Why today's Climate Facilitates people who kill due to Personal

Failure or False Conscience

“A nation or civilization that continues
to produce soft-minded men purchases
its own spiritual death on the 
installment plan. “

~ Dr . Martin Luther King, Jr .
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ROBERTS COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL

Offering Lessons in Voice, Piano, Strings, Guitar, 
and All Instruments

Music Together® Classes - birth to 5
Instrumental Jazz Lessons
Robert Pace Piano Lessons

2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997
www.roberts.edu

Music Lessons 
for the Whole Family!

For more information contact
Deborah M. Brown

585.594.6101 or rcms@roberts.edu
Visit our website at www.roberts.edu/rcms

"Mass non-violent action will continue
to be one of the most effective tactics of
the freedom movement. But mass non-
violent demonstrations will not be
enough. They must be supplemented
by a continuing job of or ganization.  To
produce change, people must be
organized to work together in units of
power. More and more, the civil rights
movement will have to engage in the
task of organizing people into perma-
nent groups to protect their own inter -
est and produce change in their behalf."
- The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr., Where Do We Go From Here:
Chaos or Community? (1967)

GREETINGS FROM THE
COMMISSION CHAIR

At 6:01 p.m. on April 4, 1968, as Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr ., who
preached nonvio -
lence and racial
b r o t h e r h o o d ,
stepped on to
the balcony of
the Motel
Lorraine, he was
violently and
senselessly killed.
An American Her o was wiped out.
The year 2008 marks the 40th
anniversary of this tragedy. As we
move into this year, we also continue
to experience this country's worse
phase of senseless violence since the
days of slavery.  Self-inflicted vio-
lence is the big difference today.
Rochester is experiencing an unac-
ceptable high rate of violence. This
threatens the safety and quality of life
in our city. It is time for all entities to
come together to work to eliminate
violence, and create a better quality
of life.

Therefore, on the Martin Luther
King Holiday we will launch
'Operation Non -violence'. This proj-
ect will be a collaborative effort of all
entities. Key players are the Greater
Rochester Martin Luther King
Commission, Faith Community,
Rochester City Hall, Monroe County
Executive Office, United Way & not-
for-profit agencies, Rochester School
District, community gr oups, social
action groups, local colleges and the
community at lar ge. Joining the proj-
ect will be the University of
Rochester who has recently devel-
oped a non-violence institute head-
ed by Arun Gandhi (Mahatma
Gandhi's grandson).

Project 'Operation Non -violence'
will begin with the annual Martin
Luther King Holiday W orship Service
held at the Eastman theatre. This
event takes place on January 21,
2008 at 9 a.m. sharp. Mayor Robert
Duffy will be the Master of Ceremony
for the pr ogram. Julius Dixs will
again grace us with the music of the
200 voice community choir . 

The keynote speaker is Dr.
Bernard LaFayette, a Civil Rights

Movement activist, minister, educa-
tor, and lecturer, who is an authority
on the strategy of nonviolent social
change. He co-founded the Student
Nonviolent Coor dinating Committee
(SNCC) in 1960.

Other major pr ograms with spe-
cial guests will be held at area
churches and local colleges follow-
ing the morning Martin Luther King
Holiday Worship Service at the
Eastman Theatre.

Dr. LaFayette and staff will con-
duct workshops for four days imme-
diately after the Martin Luther King
Holiday. His workshops will be held
January 22th, 23th, 24th, and 25th --
in 2 sessions per day, 6 hours per ses-
sion. These workshops are useful for
individuals who work with young
people, for people who r espond to
conflict situations, and for people
who experience different levels of

violence. To
register for the
w o r k s h o p s ,
please call
(585) 334-7697.

Arun Gandhi
will conduct
s u b s e q u e n t

workshops dur-
ing the remaining of the year.

Dr. King's last book, 'Where Do
We Go from Here', prophesied two
directions for America -- 'chaos' or
'community'.  Community is devel -
oped by working together . Chaos
results from doing nothing.  It's time
for Rochester to become a true com-
munity. Let's come together and stop
the violence.  Join us. We need you
to join us for the Martin Luther King
Celebration at the Eastman Theater
this January 21, 2008 at 9 AM and
from there to participate in other
programs.

Dr. Richard M. Williams, Chairman
Martin Luther King, Jr . Greater
Rochester Commission

Where Do W e Go From
Here - Chaos or Community

Ayanna N. Abdul-Mateen, Owner / Designer
ayanna@natakiware.com

585-241-9209
Village Gate Square, 274 N. Goodman

Hours : Thurs, Fri 4-8pm
Saturday 1-8pm

Garth Fagan Dance will continue its
annual tradition and offer two fr ee,
public dance workshops to honor the
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr .
Members of the community - those
with and without dance e xperience -
will have the opportunity to learn
directly from the dancers they see on
stage.             

Sign up begins 20 minutes before
the start of each workshop - there is no
pre-registration.  All participants are
asked to wear footless tights and leo-
tard or form fitting attir e (no loose or

oversized garments).  No shoes or
socks will be worn.

Workshops take place on Monday,
January 21:  11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Youth workshop, for childr en ages 7-12. 
12:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Adult and teen
workshop, for ages 13 and up. 

Workshops will be held at Garth Fagan
Dance, 3rd floor, 50 Chestnut St.,
Rochester, NY.           
General phone number:  585-454-3260

Honoring Dr . Martin L uther
King, Jr . through dance

Ak eelah and the Bee (PG)
Saturday , February 23,
2008   10:00am

Eleven year-old Akeelah Anderson's
life is not easy: her father is dead, her
mom ignor es her, her brother runs with
the local gangbangers. She's smart, but
her environment thr eatens to strangle
her aspirations. Responding to a threat
by her school's principal, Akeelah par-
ticipates in a spelling bee to avoid
detention for her many absences.
Much to her surprise and embarrass-

ment, she wins. Her principal asks her
to seek coaching from an English pro-
fessor named Dr. Larabee for the more
prestigious regional bee. As the possi-
bility of making it all the way to the
Scripps National Spelling Bee looms,
Akeelah could provide her community
with someone to rally around and be
proud of -- but only if she can over-
come her insecurities and her distract-
ing home life. She also must get past
Dr. Larabee's demons, and a field of
more experienced and privileged fel-
low spellers.

The Preferred Care Little
Buddies Series
In Association with R ochester Literacy
Volunteers presents:

Pr oject 'Operation Non-
violence' will begin with the
annual Martin Luther King
Community-wide W orship
Service held at the Eastman the -
atr e on January 21, 2008
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Been Rich All My Life
(2006) Documentary
They are the "Silver Belles," five
women aged 84 to 96. They first met in
the 1930's as chorus dancers at the
Cotton Club and the Apollo Theater
where they worked 15 hour days,
rehearsing a new show every week. In
their heyday they performed with leg -
endary band leaders like Cab Calloway,
Jimmie Luncefor d and Duke Ellington.
When the big band era ended, and
with it the need for show dancers, they
all went into other work. In 1985 they
put their tap shoes back on, and are
still performing regularly. But in one
week, Cleo tumbles down the subway
stairs and breaks her knee and arm,
Marion gets a pacemaker, and Bertye is
taken to the hospital. Is this the end of
the Silver Belles?

Ray (2004)
Ray is the never-before-told, musical
biographical drama of American leg -
end Ray Charles. Featuring a remark-
able performance from Jamie Foxx
(who won the Oscar for Best
Performance by an Actor in a Leading
Role), Ray follows the inspiring story of
a one-of-a-kind genius.

Dreamgirls (2006)
In 1960s Detroit, a good night onstage
can get you noticed but it won't get
your song played on the radio. Here, a
new kind of music is on the cusp of
being born - a sound with roots buried
deep in the soul of Detroit itself, where
songs are about more than what's on
the surface, and everyone is bound
together by a shared dream  Starring

Jennifer Hudson, Oscar winner for
Best Performance by an Actress in a
Supporting Role.

Strange F ruit (2002)
Documentary
In 1937, after seeing a photo depicting
the lynching of a black man in the
south, Bronx-born high school teacher
Abel Meeropol wr ote a poem entitled
"Strange Fruit" that begins with the
words: "Southern trees bear a strange
fruit / Blood on the leaves and blood at
the root." He set the poem to music
and a few years later convinced Billy
Holiday to record it in a legendary
heartbreaking performance.
Intertwining jazz genealogy, biography,
performance footage, and the history
of lynching, director Joel Katz fashions
a fascinating discovery of the lost story
behind a true American classic.

July '64 
JULY '64 tells the story of a historic
three-day race riot that erupted in two
African American neighborhoods in
the northern, mid-sized city of
Rochester, New York. On the night of
July 24, 1964, frustration and resent-
ment brought on by institutional
racism, overcrowding, lack of job
opportunity and police dog attacks
exploded in racial violence that
brought Rochester to its knees.
Directed by Carvin Eison and pro-
duced by Chris Christopher, JULY '64
combines historic archival footage,
news reports and interviews with wit -
nesses and participants to dig deeply
into the causes and effects of the his-
toric disturbance.

The Little Theatr e
"Spotlight on Black History" Month 

February 8 - 14, 2008

www .minorityr epor ter .net


