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Rochester's public schools. “et, most of
us still believe a sound basic education
provides the tools needed to negotiate
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"minority" community, especially African-
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readers and reaching out to our counterparts of
diverse race and culture.
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Michael Jordan, basketball great,
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VOA P artner on Coat Drive for Students

and the City of Rochester in con-

junction with V olunteers of
America are partnering to collect new
coats and other winter clothing for city
students.
The coat drive will dir ectly address stu
dent needs as well as the oot cause of
concerns about the school district’'s
decision to keep schools open on cold
days such as Monday the 11th.
“The question is not whether 15
degrees above zeo or 15 degrees
below zero is best for students to walk
to school in. It's how we keep our chil-
dren warm in typical Rochester winter
weather regardless of the temperature,”
said Superintendent of Schools Jean
Claude Brizard. “The community is
aware of this need and | am confident
we will rise to meet it.”
"This project represents another won-
derful example of the community com -
ing together to support the needs of
Rochester's children,” said Rochester
Mayor Robert Duffy. “The City is proud
to partner with Volunteers of America
and the Rochester City School District
to support the provision of warm cloth -
ing for city school district students. | am
hopeful the greater Rochester commu-
nity will respond to this important call to
action.”
“We are delighted with the new stan-
dard that Superintendent Brizard is set

The Rochester City School District
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Autﬁtonum Theatre Fehvanj 27&\

Tickets on sale now! |
By Phone: 232-1000 |
Online: ticketmaster.com !

In Person: Auditorium Theatre [

“ African Footprint is to South Africa what
Riverdance is to the Irish and Stomp is to the Brits!”

$5 OFF i

to Minority Reporter readers ]

Purchase online or at the box o"lce;
using discount code: Print !

Box Office M=)

ting,” said Dianne Newhouse, President
and CEO of \blunteers of America,

Western New York. “Volunteers of
America is delighted to be able to help

our children stay warm and on their
way to school.”

The public is aslked to bring new winter

coats, hat, mittens, scarves and boots to
the Volunteers of America, 214 Lake
Avenue, from Monday, February 18th

through Friday, February 29th during

normal store hours:

* Monday, Tuesday Wednesday,
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

* Thursday, Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
* Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Outerwear in sizes appropriate for ele-
mentary school children is most needed
but donations in all sizes ae welcome.

Volunteers of America is donating its
services to deliver the items to schools
at the completion of the drive. All items
will be distributed to students in the
Rochester City School District.

“We thank Volunteers of America for
its generosity in being a major part of
this drive,” said Brizard. “ Their involve -
ment makes it easy for people to donate
and will expedite our ability to get these
coats into the hands of our students.”

Entertainment iafrico.com, Seuth Africa

how‘isvco‘ﬁliﬁg
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www.rbtl.org
The Auditorium Theatre
. B35 East Main Street - Rochester 14605
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MR - Recently, the Monroe County
Legislature appointed Tim Donaher to the
position of Monroe County Public
Defender but that appointment did not
come without contr oversy. How did it all
start?

Brown - At some time in October of 2007,
the Bar Association was made awae that
Ed Nowak would be r etiring from his posk
tion as Rublic Defender. He had been in
that position for 30 years. And he did retire
effective some time in January 2008. That
raised the issue of how do we select the
next Public Defender?

MR - Who appoints the Public Defender?
Brown - By law the Monroe County
Legislature appoints the Public Defender.

MR - So what prompted the Monroe
County Bar Association to get involved?
Brown - We offered our assistance to faci
itate a screening process that would have
vetted the candidates and come up with a
list of the three best qualified. That list
would have then been given to the
Monroe County Legislature to make an
appointment from.

But, let me back up some 30 years. The
specific reason why the Bar Association
got involved is because that's what we did
in 1974 and in 1977 and again in 2004
with the appointment of a Conflict
Defender, which is essentially an office
which handles cases that the Riblic
Defender cannot handle because of a
conflict of inter est. Ed Nowak was appoint
edin 1977.

MR - Ed Nowak has been praised for run-
ning a superb Public Defender's office for
the past 30 years. What was the state of
that office prior to his appointment?

Brown - The office of the Public Defender
was riddles with problems... to such an
extent that a private study was commis
sioned. The National Legal Aid and
Defender Association compiled a report in
1973 that was given to the Monroe County
Legislature. In that report there was a
detailed examination of the state of affairs
of the Rochester Public Defender's office,
identifying all the significant problems and
recommending how to address those
problems.

MR - What were the problems they iden-
tified?

Brown - The types of poblems identified
in the report were many.

* The political party affiliation of the
Public Defender was a primary problem
and the party affiliation of the legal staff

and investigators in that office.

* It was documented that the Public
Defender was unwilling to oppose County
administration in efforts to obtain addition -
al funding-if the County L egislature is mak
ing a political appointment, this makes it
hard for the Public Defender to then pres
sure that same political body for addition -
al funding.

* There was a lack of confidence in the
leadership and administrative ability of the
Public Defender's office.

* There was a lack of morale in that office.
* The courts at the time had little confi-
dence in the work of the legal staff and the
work of the attorneys in the Public
Defender's office.

* There was clear indication, and record,
of the hiring and r etention of incompetent
personnel.

* There were clear instances of attorneys
who had altered the record of their politi -
cal affiliation to obtain employment in the
Public Defender's office.

* Representatives of minority organiza
tions in the community wer e highly critical
of the attorneys in that office and their sen-
sitivity to racial considerations dealing with
minority clients. And that's still a concern
today because most of the people epre-
sented by that office are minority clients.

* |t was also noted that case peparation
for trials and other dispositions was virtuak
ly non existent in city courts and that the
primary objective of City Court attorneys
appears to be the disposition of cases with
out trial by plea bargaining which is car-
ried out with little or no r egard to the
clients versions of the facts or their claim of
innocence.

* In County Court where you have the
more serious chages, cases wee not ade-
quately prepared for due to poor inves-
tigative services and a failue to utilize
expert witnesses.

* Legal issues wee not uniformly raised
or preserved by appropriate motions or
objections due to apparent ignorance of
the law-which is a serious problem
because if your attorney is not knowledge-
able of the relevant law then you as a
client are certainly not going to be well
represented. There is no way around that.

MR - What recommendations did the
Legal Aid Association make to resolve
some of these poblems?

Brown - One of their recommendations
was enveloped in a final report that indi -
cated the Public Defender 'should be
selected on the basis of a nonpartisan
merit procedure which insures the selee
tion of a person with the best available

eporter discusses the Public Defender selection pr
Attorney

, T. Andr ew Br own

administrative and legal talent with no
regard to political party affiliation." "This
procedure should include certification of
the top candidates by a non-partisan advi-
sory committee consisting of community
and bar association representatives and a
final selection to be made by the Monroe
County Legislature." That's significant
because what the Bar Association and
community have been advocating is noth-
ing different than that.

MR - Upon receiving the recommenda-
tions from the Legal Aid Association, what
process was put in place?

Brown - A screening process was imple
mented that was facilitated by the Monroe
County Bar Association. The panel includ-
ed members of the Bar Association, mem
bers of the community, and members of
the Judiciary. The panel was reflective of
the diversity of the community and includ -
ed a minority voice and a community
voice.

MR - Isn't that what the Legislature pro-
posed recently?

Brown - Well, the difference with the

panel that was put together 30 years ago
and what the L egislature proposed recent-
ly was politicians were included in the cur -
rent proposal. In fact, members of the
Legislature were included on the screen-
ing committee that was going to vet the
candidates, then that same body was
going to make the final appointment.

Certainly there is no objectivity there and
clearly there is partisanship thee. And if
you look at the make-up of the panel the
Legislature originally proposed, at first
glance if might not look objectionable, but

upon more scrutiny it became apparent
that the way it was structured, the
Republican Majority of the L egislature was
assued of having the six votes of the nine
to be able to control the process fom the
beginning. And, there was outcry about
that from community groups because it
seemed like this was a charade.

MR - Long before the selection process
got under, some community groups were
saying that the Republican Legislature had
a preconceived plan to install Tim
Donaher.

Brown - Well, as it turns out, people who
were making that outcry were right. It is
significant to note that in addition to
Donaher's application, only two applica -
tions were submitted. And, this is for a
position that you would think a lot of peo -
ple would be interested in. Thirty years
ago, there were 35 to 40 applications
received. But the reason why more peo-
ple, even locally, didn't apply this time is
because the people who are most knowl-
edgeable of criminal law and practice in
this community are also the most knowt
edgeable of the charade that was playing
out. Why would you put your name in the
rank for consideration if you knew it was a
done deal already? Thee are a lot of high-
ly skilled and qualified criminal attorneys
in this community who would have made
excellent public defenders. Because of this
process they weee denied the opportunity
for consideration.

MR - There have been reports stating that
the Bar Association was askd to help but
declined.

Brown - The Bar Association at first indk
cated that we would lik e to participate but
once it became clear that this was just a
matter of partisan politics, we stepped

ocess with

back and said no, we can't be a part of this.

The Bar Association in a resolution stat
ed that before we can support any pro-
posed merit based sceening process it
must be satisfied that the rules to be fo
lowed and the composition of the screen-
ing panel assue that impartiality, non-par-
tisanship, diversity and commitment to the
merit based process genuinely «ists, and
that the community at large, including
members of minority groups, perceive
such a process to be fair and non-political.

MR - What does the Bar Association ben
efit from their involvement?

Brown - That same eport indicated that

the Bar Association can be an important
source of support for the Public Defender's
office. More specifically the report noted

that the Monroe County Bar Association
had put the interest of its individual mem-
bers aside in favor of a Rublic Defender's
office. The point being made here is a
reminder that if we didn't have a Public

Defender's office, the local attorneys of the
Bar Association would be assigned those
cases to epresent poor people. So with

the creation of the Public Defender's
office, all that work was taken away from

the Bar Association. So if the Bar
Association was in this for some self inter
est, why would we deny our own mem -
bers the opportunity to earn the substan-
tial sums of money that would be paid to

represent the clients who are now being

represented by the Rublic Defenders
office?

MR - We've heard accounts of communi-
ty activists getting arrested at Legislature
meetings and reports of metal detectors
being installed at the County Office
Building. Why was the community so
enraged?

Brown - The community doesn't want to
go back to the old days. A lot of the peo-
ple who are most vocal today remember
the way things were and they remember
that most of the people who suffered were
minority groups in the community. Some
of the people who led the charge back
then are squarly in the middle of what
has taken placed recently. People like Ray
Scott, Bob Bonn, David Gantt and Minister
Franklin Florence.

MR - Do you have any other comments?

Brown - A very simple point is that, prior
to 1974, the Monroe County Public
Defender was chosen lagely on the basis
of party politics. This is contrary to nation-
al standards which universally recom-
mended appointment based strictly on
merit and professional confidence. The
frank fact is that politics has no iole in the
effective administration of justice. What
has just talen place in this community is in
direct contrast to that. Politics was front
and center, politics made the decision,
politics made the process and that was
done with a complete disregard for the
will of the community . And, that process
certainly will not insur e public confidence

in the Public Defender office. This is unfor-
tunate because it speaks of the pocess
and it has nothing to do with the potential

qualifications of Tim Donaher.

T. Andrew Brown is President of the Monroe
County Bar AssociationHe has been prac
ticing law since 1984 and is Managing
Partner of Brown and Hutchinson law Firm
in Rochester

Email: abrown@brownhutchinson.com
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Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the
business you've built, the life you live.

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

438 North Street

Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax 585-546-3439

W inter Music F estival at German House Theatre,
THIS SATURD AY, February 16th

(Rochester, NY) On Saturday,
February 16, 2008, live music fans will
fill the German House Theater for a
unique and invigorating Winter Music
Festival hosted by Tny Brown. Tony
Brown is an alternative soul singersong-
writer from Rochester, living in Boston,
celebrating his first solo recording,
Music for a Shrinking World. Rochester
music enthusiasts who wele around in
the 1990s will remember Tony Brown as
the lead singer of the band Ozone,
acclaimed by local music critics for its
“soaring U2 Bono-bluster vocals”
(Democrat & Chronicle) and “pure
vocal soul” (Freetime Magazine). The
Winter Music Festival sprouts from
seeds of mutual espect, exploration and
friendship—amounting to a unique
community of artists, from fresh Boston
and Rochester talent to solid roots in the
late 20th century Rochester music
scene, and from indie rock to soul to hip
hop to world music to blues, and other
genres.

On February 16th, Tony Brown
brings together an eclectic group of
musicians and styles to shae the stage

and give audiences that mid-winter reju-
venation we need to carry us till
spring/summer festival season. In the
festival spirit, Bostornrbased Zili Misik will
bless the cowd with its infectious world
music rhythms delivered by an 8-piece
all-female troupe, & Rochester's favorite
family band, Black August, will raise the
roof with their conscious hip hop, neo -
soul licks. As a bonus, the audience will
check out the latest indie ventures by
Rochester veterans Ben Bruton, backed
by his old bandmates of 11foot7, and
Marsha Stack, a pioject by members of
the popular 90s groups, Ozone,
MonstahQ and BeeEater as well as
guests fom neighboring Buffalo,
Shambu.

Five bands and a full night of music
& dance for just $10 in advance ($15 at
the door)! Tickets are available at three
locations: The German House (down-
stairs at “The Keg”, 315 Gregory Street,
473-5070), Aaron’s Alley (662 Monroe
Avenue, 244-5044), and Julius Café
(543 Thurston Road, 279-9285).
w is 21+. To get a taste, check out the
links:

INST ANT GRA

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote
or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent

2018 Latta Road

Rochester, NY 14612

Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

TIFICA TION

STATE FARM

@
/D

INSURANCE
@

Call my office 24/7

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutiatomobile Insurance Confety Farm Indemnity Confflanynington? linsurance and discounts subject to qualifigt
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Silk scarfs
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STRA'GHT ...no chaser

by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

How Does Y our Garden Grow?

elationships with others are a
Qsignificant part of who we are,

where we have been and
where we are going. Some relation-
ships ar good for you, others are
not. Some relationships can make
your spiritual cup overflow with the
positive flow of energy. Some can
fulfill you intellectually, spiritually,
and romantically. Some can ulti-
mately be considered a complete
waste of your time, energy and love
invested. Recognizing how we
arrive at this place is important.

Since it is really our decision as
adults about who is in our life, we
have to accept full responsibility
when it comes to accepting how we
are treated and how we treat others.
Sometimes we have to face the fact
that not everyone in our lives has
our best interest at heart, regardless
of how hard we work to convince
ourselves otherwise. Whether the
relationship is with a spouse, friend,
child, relative or colleague, the
harsh reality is that everyone con-
nected to you may not have the
ability to love you like you may love
them. Some folks work hard at
keeping their unpacked baggage
under lock and key. We are not
often prepared when their suitcases
come tumbling out of the closet
exposing the contents therein.
There comes a time in ones life
when taking inventory of who you
are or who you have become, and
who you want to be is necessary
Our relationships with others have
more of an impact on our choices in
life than we sometimes realize or
care to accept. Sometimes the truth
is hard to digest.

Personally, | see life as a beautiful
rose gamden. What makes a rmse
bloom is a combination of soil con-
ditions, nourishment and care.
What can negatively impact on the
potential results is neglect, the over
growth of grass and weeds, bugs
and sometimes snales. Keeping
your garden cultivated, pruned, fer -
tilized and watered will ultimately
yield results you will be proud of.

There comes a time when taking
an inventory of the people you have
allowed to influence you life is a
wise thing to do. Some folks could
be having a negative impact under
the guise of caring about who you
are, and what it is you would like to
accomplish on this journey through

life. When we take the time to

examine ourselves one important
question that should come to mind

is whether people are running to

you or from you. If they are running

to you it speaks to the positiveness
of your spirit and the flow of energy
you must be exuding. If they are
running to you it is a compliment. If

they are running from you it is time

for a reexamination. Sometimes it is
possible to take the love and con-
cern of others for granted.

Sometimes we can get so caught up
in ourselves that we forget to say
"Thank You" or "I am sorry" when it

becomes necessary Sometimes we
fail to remove the thorn from the

stem of the rose before we give it to

someone else.

What is important to r ecognize is
that when and if the experience
with any individual turns out to be
one that causes you pain that is your
fault, not theirs. When a relation-
ship ends or is damaged it is usually
because we failed to adhere to the
warning signs suggesting it was in
trouble anyway. We failed to see the
root rot, damaged leaves or buds
that failed to open. If we recognize
that all humans are prone to err and
disappointments then we have no
business placing anyone on a
pedestal. When we do that we are
unwittingly setting ourselves up to
feel the thing we all like to avoid in
our relationships with others, pain.
When we place others on pedestals
we have unwittingly given them
more credit than they are due. We
set ourselves up for a had fall,
when they fall off the pedestal.
What we are ultimately telling our -
selves when we place folks on
pedestals is that we love them
unconditionally, and consider them
flawless, folgetting they are no more
or less than human. We create an
expectation that they would never
fail you. Unmet expectations are the
foundation for pain.

To reiterate, just because you
love and value someone does not
mean they feel the same way about
you. Being capable of loving and
respecting someone does not guar
antee the same holds true for them.
Sometimes we can get so caught up
in our daily routines that we fail to
see that we may not have fertilized
our garden adequately but may
have unwittingly contaminated the
soil its growth is dependent on. We
may find ourselves anxiously waiting
to enjoy the bouquet of roses that
never manage to bloom. Nothing
grows from barren soil. Take some
time to determine whether people
are running from you or to you, or
whether your garden has been
properly cultivated enabling it to
grow.




Read and

Making a Differ
by Denise Josephs
D you could possibly do to
make a difference in other

people's lives? When we think of
making a difference we usually
think about doing
something spectacu-
lar. However, you
may be amazed to
find out how much of
a difference you can
make in someone's
life by sharing just a
few moments of your
time or by one simple
act.

| can think back at
some really pivotal
points in my life, and
| am certain that my
life took a different
turn because of persons who
entered my life at those points,
and who gave me just a few
moments of their time. | espe-
cially remember one of those
persons. It was just a chance
meeting that has had a profound
effect on the rest of my life. | met
this person during my last year
of my undergraduate studies. He
was a graduate student, a virtual
stranger to me, who was in his
last year of graduate studies. He
encouraged me to pursue a mas-
ter's degree, something | had not
seriously considered at the time.
Frankly, I had no idea how |
could afford a graduate educa-
tion. He unselfishly shared
advice with me, including infor -
mation about how to obtain
available financial funding. I fol-
lowed his advice, and the rest,
they say is history. | never saw
him again after he graduated,
but this chance encounter has

o you ever wonder what

R eap!
ence

had, and continues to have, a

profound effect on the rest of my
life.

He is what many refer to as an

"unsung hero," a person who

quietly goes about

making a difference.

They may never
receive accolades for
what they have

done; however, they
are the ones whose
lives are having a
major impact in the
world, one unselfish
act at a time.

I have since grad-
uated. From time to
time my mind wan-
ders back to that
chance encounter.

He does not know what impact
just those few moments of his
time has had on my life. And
although | did thank him at the
time, | realize that | never can
thank him enough, because | am
continuing to reap from his one
unselfish act. Opportunities
became, and continue to
become, available to me, which
otherwise would not have, had it

not been for my graduate
degree.
So, if you have ever ques

tioned what you can possibly do
to make a difference, don't.

Denise M. Josephs is an educatospealer
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College RCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of
Administration, and owns her own compa
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is aently pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminay.
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* Embellished suits

* Dresses

* Special OccasioAttire

* CareerWear

* Pants and Skirt Sets

* Jewelry and
Accessories

* Sizes 10 - 34

Celebration Sale Event
30% OFF with A d

Dressed N §le

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many
designer suits

262-3550

Let us dress you
in style!

178W Main St. (1 block west ofVashington §) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik

Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr

e 585.802.6002

others@hotmail.com

CENTRAL LIBR ARY LOOKING
FOR DONA TIONS FOR GIANT
USED BOOK SALE

Rochester, New York, February 7, 2008-
- The Central Library of Rochester and
Monroe County is preparing for its
annual GIANT Used Book Sale that will
be held Friday, March 14 through
Sunday, March 16. Donations of hard-
cover books, paperbacks, periodicals,
videos, CDs, record albums, cassette
tapes, dictionaries, complete encyclo-
pedia sets, computer software, and
books on tape are welcomed.
Volunteers are needed to help set up,
take down, and work during the Giant
Used Book Sale.

For questions or more information,
please call Rundel Library Foundation
at 428-8322.

The Urban League of
Rochester 's Home Store
introduces a new $3,000

Challenge Grant for

first-time homebuyers

This grant opportunity is unique
because it is available for moderate-
income households who purchase
homes in the City of Rochester. For
example, eligible households can have
annual incomes of up to $57,700 for a
family of three or $44,900 for single per
son.

These grants ae made available
through a donation from the United
Way of Greater Rochester and
Canandaigua National Bank.

Those interested in enrolling can
contact the Urban League’s Home
Store at 325-HOME (4663).

Unity Senior Housing

Bright, spacious, and affordable apartments for adults 55+

Affordable and Subsidized Housing

Park Ridge Commons, 1465 Long Pond Road
Resch Commons, 600 Island Cottage Road
Moore Park, 11 Chili Avenue
Hilton Park, 100 Leith Lane

Call (585) 368-4200

for more information and an application

Q Unity Center for Aging
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National
@ Ccalling Minutes UNLIMITEDINLIMITEHDUNLIMITED

(mobile to mobile)

$199 $299
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