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Blockbuster Inc.
announced today an
arrangement to offer

movie lovers a specially edited
preview of the anticipated film
"The Great Debaters" before its
release on Christmas Day.

The special preview, avail-
able only at http://www.block-
buster.com/thegreatdebaters,
features scenes from the movie
and an in-depth, behind-the-
scenes look at the making of
"The Great Debaters," featuring
interviews with the cast and
filmmakers including Denzel
Washington and Oprah Winfr ey.
"The Great Debaters" will be
released in U.S. theaters by
MGM on December 25th.

Available free to the general
public thr ough Jan. 7, the pre-
view offer is made possible
through an alliance between
Blockbuster Inc. and film studio
The Weinstein Company.

"We are excited to present a
special preview of 'The Great
Debaters,'" said Joyce
Woodwar d, senior vice-presi-
dent for Blockbuster Inc. "Giving
movie lovers special access to
great entertainment is an impor-
tant part of our mission at
Blockbuster."

Through the alliance
between Blockbuster Inc. and
The Weinstein Company,
Blockbuster will also have exclu-
sive DVD rentals rights to "The
Great Debaters" when it is later
released on DVD.

Santa Claus R eally
Is Coming T o Town
Blockbuster offers preview of
movie “ The Great Debaters”

continued on page 2

Remembering James Slater - p 5 
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Rochester, NY -  

Mayor Robert J. Duffy today
announced an exciting lineup
of events for the City’s New

Year’s Weekend, starting off with
“Holiday Memories at Historic High
Falls,” 5 - 9 p.m., Sat., Dec. 29 and Sun.,
Dec. 30 at the Brown’s Race Historic
District, Platt & Mill St. (off State St. &
Morrie Silver Way). This free two-
evening event is a prelude to the City's
Countdown to Midnight and fir eworks,
Dec. 31 on the Main Street Bridge.

Travel back in time to the simple joys
and childhood e xperiences of early
19th Century Rochester. Everyone will
love the horse-drawn hayrides, street
vendors, jugglers and children’s games;
strolling entertainers dressed in
Victorian period costume; wood carv -
ing by James Steward; an operating toy
train village; learning activities about
early photo techniques from the George
Eastman House; a “Canal Days” Puppet
Show by the Spinning Wheel Puppet
Theatre and lantern-led nighttime walk -
ing tours.

This neighborhood tour thr ough what
was once the center of America’s flour
milling industry explores real Rochester
history. Walk three stories below street
level through the old Triphammer
Forge, powerhouse of early business
and across the 858’ Pont de Rennes
pedestrian bridge over the Genesee

River for perfect viewing of the falls,
considered one of the wonders of the
American wilderness. The 15-minute
tours begin at 6:30 p.m. with the final
tour beginning at 8:15 p.m. 

A spectacular holiday-themed laser &
fireworks show featuring a holiday sing-
a-long will illuminate the magnificent
center city falls every half-hour from 7
until 8:30 p.m.

The Center at High Falls Visitor
Center’ museum and gift shop will be
open featuring uniquely Rochester gifts
and souvenirs and interactive exhibits
on the area’s history, geography and
culture. High Falls restaurants and
shops will provide a warm r espite, as
well as dinner and snacks. Children
under 12 can get free treats from the
Triphammer Grill r estaurant. Other
food and beverages will be available for
purchase.
Free parking is available Sat. and Sun.
at the High Falls Parking Garage on
State & Commercial Sts. For mor e
information call 428-6697 or visit
www.cityofrochester.gov.

Sponsored by the City with support
from the High Falls Business Assoc.,
98.9 THE BUZZ, 92.5WBEE, 13WHAM-
TV, CW16 , City Newspaper, Genny
Light and First Federal Plaza. 

HOLID AY MEMORIES A T 
HISTORIC HIGH F ALLS

About "The Great Debaters"
Believe in the power of words.

Inspired by a true story, "The
Great Debaters" chronicles the jour-
ney of Professor Melvin Tolson
(Denzel Washington), a brilliant but
volatile debate team coach who uses
the power of wor ds to shape a group
of underdog students from a small
African-American college in the
deep south into a historically elite
debate team. A controversial figure,
Professor Tolson challenged the
social mores of the time and was
under constant fire for his uncon-
ventional and ferocious teaching
methods as well as his radical politi-
cal views.

In their pursuit for excellence,
Tolson's debate team receives a
groundbreaking invitation to debate
Harvard University's championship
team. The film is directed by Denzel
Washington and stars Washington,
Forest Whitaker, Jurnee Smollett,
Nate Parker, Denzel Whitaker, and
Kimberly Elise. "The Great Debaters"
was written by Robert Eisele and
produced by Todd Black, Kate Forte,
Oprah Winfr ey and Joe Roth.

About Blockbuster

Blockbuster Inc.  is a leading
global provider of in -home movie
and game entertainment, with mor e
than 7,800 stores throughout the
Americas, Europe, Asia and
Australia.  The company may be
accessed worldwide at
http://www.blockbuster.com/.

About The W einstein Company

The Weinstein Company was cre-
ated by Bob and Harvey Weinstein,
the brothers who founded Miramax
Films Corp. in 1979. TWC is a multi-
media company that officially
launched on October 1, 2005.
Dimension Films, the genre label
that was founded in 1993 by Bob
Weinstein, is also included under the
TWC banner. The Weinsteins are
actively working on the pr oduction,
development and acquisition of
projects for TWC. 

“ The Gr eat
Debaters”

cont’d fr om page 1

Wishing you 
and your family 

a safe and happy 
holiday season!

Lo vel y War ren
Nor theast City Councilmember

Each person
must li ve their
lif e as a model
for others.

~Rosa Parks
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500 UNIVERSITY AVE., ROCHESTER, NY 14607 

(585) 276-8900     mag.rochester.edu

Join us for the Memorial Art Gallery’s  
celebration of African American culture:
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Visit mag.rochester.edu for a complete schedule.
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Family Day
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by Diane Sheffield

H abari Gani? (What’s the
news?) The annual celebra-
tion of Kwanzaa is fast

approaching. The Rochester
Kwanzaa Coalition has planned
another exciting and interactive
community celebration for all to par -
ticipate and enjoy. This year the
Coalition would lik e to see record
numbers of families and individuals
participating in this community
event.

Kwanzaa is a Swahili word, which
means "first fruits of the harvest." Dr.
Maulana Karenga, professor and
chairman of Black Studies at
California State University, Long
Beach, created Kwanzaa in 1966. It is
not connected to any r eligion, but is
a weeklong celebration of traditional
African values of Community,
Culture, and Family. It is observed
every year from December 26th to
January 1st. This is a cultural obser-
vance in which A fricans and African
Americans of all religious faiths and
backgrounds practice, to renew and
affirm the strengths and values of
themselves and their ancestors.

The focus of Kwanzaa centers
around the Nguzo Saba (Seven
Principles) with special attention on
the unity of African American fami -
lies. It is a time for gathering of fami-
lies and for a rededication to mani -
festing the principles of the Nguzo
Saba as a way of life for African
Americans.

Kwanzaa has precise principles, sym-
bols, and practices, which are geared
to the spiritual and social needs of
African Americans. Kwanzaa is not
just a celebration; it is a way of life. A
week of actual recommitting,
remembering, reassessing, rejoicing
and more, is a living social practice.
When a person evaluates themselves
and their history, they relate to their
past, reassess their thinking and
practices, and recommit themselves
to achievement and the betterment
of life for themselves and all African
Americans. The concept of Kwanzaa
is to help African Americans relate to
the past in order to understand the
present and deal with the future. 

The Kwanzaa Coalition is asking that
the Rochester community members
bring their stories of accomplish-
ments as they relate to the Nguzo
Saba/Seven Principles.

The 2007 Kwanzaa
Festival schedule:

Umoja (Unity) - To strive for and to
maintain unity in the family , commu-
nity, nation, and race.
December 26th 
3-5 pm  Wheatley Library, 33 Dr.
Samuel McCree Way
6-8 pm  Baobab Cultural Center, 728

University Avenue

Kujichagulia (Self-Determination) -
To define ourselves, name ourselves,
create for ourselves, and speak for
ourselves.
December 27th
4-9 pm  Memorial Art Gallery, 600
University Avenue

Ujima (Collective Work &
Responsibility) - To build and main -
tain our community together and to
make our brothers' and sisters' prob-
lems our problems and to solve them
together.
December 28th
6-9 pm  Rochester Museum &
Science Center, 657 East Avenue

Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics) -
To build and maintain our own
stores, shops, and other businesses
and to profit together from them.
December 29th
3-6 pm  North Street Recreation
Center, 700 North Street

Nia (Purpose) - To make as our col-
lective vocation, the building and
developing of our community in
order to restore our people to their
traditional gr eatness.
December 30th
3-6 pm  St. Luke Tabernacle
Community Chur ch, 1261 Dewey
Avenue

Kuumba (Creativity) - To do always
as much as we can, in the way that
we can, in order to leave our com -
munity mor e beautiful and beneficial
than when we inherited it.
December 31st
4-6 pm  Wilson Commencement
Park, 251 Joseph Avenue

Imani (Faith) - To believe with all our
hearts in our parents, our teachers,
our leaders, our people and the
righteousness and victory of our
struggle. 
January 1st 
Celebrate at home with your family

For mor e information call the
Kwanzaa Hotline at (585) 234-KWAN
(5326). 

Get your
EVENTS 

publ ished!

send to
events@minorityreporter .net

or visit us at
www .minorityreporter .net

2007 Kwanzaa F estival
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STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

Merry
Christmas

and a 
Happy New Y ear!

* Embellished suits
* Dresses
* Special Occasion Attire
* Career Wear
* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and 

Accessories
* Sizes 10 - 34

Dressed N Style

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many

designer suits

262-3550
Let us dress you 

in style!
Celebration Sale Event

30% OFF with A d

178 W Main St. (1 block west of Washington St.) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

Recently, within less than one
week, I was spiritually transported
back to a day and time when we

were not afraid to publicly speak the
truth. I was not the only one fighting
back tears when Minister Franklin
Florence, with all of his oratorical ele-
gance and sophistication, stepped to
the microphone at Aenon Baptist
Church. Minister Florence was
"hijacked" by Assemblyman David
Gantt to address and appeal to those
present, the need to show up at the
County Office Building the following
Tuesday. His appeal encouraged those
in attendance to "go forth, spread the
word" in hopes of pressuring the
Monroe County Legislature President
not to fix a system that is not broken. 

The WORD went out, and that
Tuesday people from all walks of life
showed up and showed out in num -
bers. The new buzzword, "diversity,"
describes accurately those who spoke,
those concerned, and those in atten-
dance. It actually felt like a movement.
When I saw Minister Ray Scott on
board, I knew it was a movement and I
knew it was time for some of their wis-
dom and knowledge to r e-surface. Both
Ministers Florence and Scott looked
great, neither one of them showed the
wear and tear of what they have been
through.

Saturday, Tuesday, and then again
on Wednesday, I had the privilege of lis-
tening to, and being in the presence of
another Prophet, Mos Def (Dante
Smith). Now befor e I get letters and
calls from religious fanatics who may
disagree with my definition of they who
they are to me, I need to qualify my per-
sonal definition and description of Mos
Def, as well as Minister Florence. In reli-
gion, a prophet (or pr ophetess) is a per-
son who has directly encountered the
numinous or the divine and serves as
an intermediary with humanity .
Keywords being "who they are to ME"
Don't get it twisted.

Mos Def's Mother, Sheron Umi
Smith, also took part in the forum held
at the University of Rochester. Mos Def
is another one whose wisdom bears tes-
timony that he is way ahead of himself
and his chronological age. What he
spoke about is an article in itself, possi-
bly somewhere in this issue of the
Minority Reporter. But "truth" when you
recognize it has a tendency to release
the soul.

What I found mor e than interesting
took place after the aforementioned
events. With all of this going on in our
community, I was hard pressed to find
ANY reports that were worthy of the
dynamics, the words, the message, the
education, and the community pr es-
ence, that many could have benefited
from. Is it me or is there a conspiracy by

the media to Blackout Black folks who
are taking care of Black business? I saw
lots of media at all three events but I
was hard pressed to find Minister
Florence's or Mos Def's name, photo, or
video anywhere. What's Going On? 

I certainly could have missed some-
thing but my having to search for what
should have graced the front of the
local page in the newspaper, if not the
front page, was notably absent from
public view, and is disgraceful, scan-
dalous, and appalling. Recognizing that
writers, reporters, and videographers
have no control over what is published
or aired, my fingers are pointed directly
at the editors who failed the communi -
ty when they decided the wor ds, nor
the presence, of Minister Florence or
Mos Def was important to anyone. If
that was the thinking, they were all
wrong, it was important to me. Come to
think of it, I don't r ecall seeing any real
coverage on the recent Step Show that
was held at Blue Cross Arena. Why?
Because there were no fights, shoot-
ings, stabbings or killings?

This is not a new problem with the
media. The creation of the Black Media
Coalition back in the day, sought to
remedy how we faired in the media. If
the organization is not defunct, asleep
like most who then had some juice;
then the media needs to be called into
question about how and why most of
our "positive" news seems to wind up in
an Editor's trashcan. From where I sit,
and in my opinion, the "Blackout" is a
strategy. There is intent. After all, what
sells are headlines that are sensational
in nature. Who wants to hear history,
success stories, or advice from those
who have been there and done that?
Who wants to take responsibility for
educating any segment of the commu-
nity that needs to be?    

Recognizing that God always knows
what he is doing, the "Blackout" helped
me understand better the need for the
Minority Reporter newspaper. I want to
thank the Publisher's, Dave & Pauline
McCleary, for pursuing the vision and
solution God put on their hearts to pr o-
vide us with our own voice and ability
to tell our own story. Why there was
even a hope and an expectation that
things had gotten better in this commu-
nity, media-wise, or that the powers to
be in the media would be fair in r eport-
ing the news is beyond me. I must have
lost my mind for a minute. I do know
better. After all HIS-story never has
been ours. We do have a responsibility
to tell our own story and not e xpect any
more from those whose history contin-
ues to ignore or trivialize our issues or
messages. Shame all over me for think-
ing we had arrived.

Media Black out on Black Pr ophets

Happy Holidays!
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Grief is the toughest pain we
wil l  ever have to deal
with.  Grief  is good

because it leads to resolution.
Al l  losses -  painful  events,  a
fai led relat ionship,
and many other hurts
- are healed through
the grief process. It,
however, is not some-
thing that most of us
choose to enter vol -
untarily, which is the
only way for us to get
into it.

We often fai l  to
grieve life's negative
experiences because
we do not r ecognize
the signi f icant loss
involved, whether it
is the loss of a job, a friend, or
even an unrealized dream.

We also fail to grieve because
we lack the resources to enter
into the grief pr ocess. We need
love, support and comfort, as
wel l  as t ime and space, and
structured activities for grieving.
We also need community where
we are heard, empathized with,
and understood. If ther e is not
enough love to sustain us, we
cannot let go of even the bad.
This love can be found in a
structured support group, a ther -
apist, or a prayer partner.

The gr ief  process is highly
individualized. W e go through it
at our own pace. Some of us are
at the various stages longer than
others. I f  a l lowed to run i ts
course, however,  we al l  wi l l
eventually reach a point wher e
we can finally let go - where we
can face what we wi l l  never
have from this person, or whom
this person symbolizes; or we
can never achieve a particular

dream, and so forth. The void
created by the loss can be fil led
with the love of supportive r ela-
tionships.

After we have let go, we can
then move on and go
for what we truly
want. Our attempts
to hold onto what
could never again
be, and to preserve
the old life, wer e tak-
ing a lot of our ener -
gy. We can have a
new life, but only as
we r el inquish the
old. We cannot have
both. By letting go of
the one and moving
on, we make room
for the other . 

Life changes are unbearable
because of the loss of structure
they entail, both internally and
external ly.  Things we used to
depend on inside are no longer
there, and people, places and
schedules that made us secure
on the outside have disap-
peared. This can leave us in a
state of chaos. Some things you
can do include: set a certain
time every day to call a friend,
or schedule weekly meet ing
times. Then as you grow and the
change is not so overwhelming,
you can begin to give up some of
this structure.

Denise M. Josephs is an educator, speaker
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College -PCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of Business
Administration, and owns her own compa-
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is currently pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminary.

Read and R eap!
Good Grief
by Denise Josephs

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik e 585.802.6002
Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr others@hotmail.com

Season’s Greetings
from Assemblyman

David T. Gantt

Wishing
you and
yours a
safe and
happy

holidays!

www .minorityr epor ter .net

Remembering James Slater is not very
hard. Everywhere you go in Rochester,
there is always someone who knew
him. His former boss Karen Herman,
head of community outr each at ABC,
Inc. said “he had a smile that made you
feel like you were his friend.”

After hiring Slater, who was highly
recommended by his mother, he head-
ed up the 2006 work camp project.
Slater worked for ABC just over one
year before being brutally murdered in
October while on his way home fr om a
community meeting. The police said it

was a robbery.
On Tuesday, December 18, Slater

was remembered at ABC. In his memo-
ry the conference room at their office at
550 Main Street was dedicated to him.

Ms. Herman who hosted the event
was joined by Loretta C. Scott, ABC
Board Chair; Darryl Porter from the
Mayor’s office; Adam McFadden,
Rochester Councilmember; the Slater
family and friends. The invocation was
done by Bishop David Singleton.

ABC , Inc. r emembering James Slater

Slater’s mother (in the wheelchair) is joined by friends and staff of ABC
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