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Rapper 50 Cent Offers
Condolences to Kanye
West, Says Good to K eep
Performing Despite Grief

By NEKESA MUMBI MOODY
AP Music Writer

NEW YORK (AP) _ 50 Cent said
Kanye West is making the right
decision by returning to the stage
after his mother's sudden death.

"That's really an unfortunate sit-
uation and I hope he can work his
way through it," 50 told The
Associated Press in an interview
Tuesday. "It's good to see him actu-
ally touring: You can work your
way back into a comfortable space
where you can deal with those sit-
uations."

West's 58-year-old mother and
manager, Donda West, died Nov.
10 after she stopped breathing at
her home. She died at home after
recently undergoing plastic sur-
gery; a cause of death has yet to be
determined. 

The rapper had a particularly
close relationship with his mother,
and dedicated a song to her on his
second album; earlier this week,
he broke down in tears as he
attempted to sing "Hey Mama" at a
concert in Europe.

50 Cent said his friend and G-
Unit artist Lloyd Banks dealt with a
similar situation when his father
died while Banks was on tour. 50
thought Banks should put his focus
on work so he wouldn't be para -
lyzed by grief.

"I was telling him, 'You need to
go back and do what you need to
do,' and he thought maybe I was a
little insensitive," 50 Cent said. "But
I can definitely understand how
that's a huge loss, and how that
would be, and then (K anye's) rela-
tionship with his mom had a lot
more depth to it than a lot of peo -

Continued on page 2
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Don Imus r eturning to
the airwaves

Dear Editor, 
Not sure if you are aware, but Don Imus is due to return
to the airwaves on December 3 on WABC in New York.
I've been on the phone with my network contacts to let
them know that many people ar e NOT happy with Imus'
return.  We also felt it imperative to inform our audience
that The YourBlackWorld Coalition plans to join the
National Association of Black Journalists in their fight to
keep Don Imus off the air. Our petition and open letter ar e
here if you would lik e to sign: http://www.yourblack-
world.com/imus.html 
Here is what I know. I will be honest about what I've seen
behind the scenes: 
1) The fight is going to be long and difficult. Imus was a
money-maker, and he will be signing with one of the net -
works that makes its money by appealing to the racism
embedded in neo-conservatives such as Sean Hannity,
Rush Limbaugh and Bill O'Reilly. They EMBRACE the fact
that Imus is considered a racist and a sexist. 
2) When I work ed with Rev. Jackson and Rev. Sharpton to
get Imus off the air the first time, I told them that boy-
cotting the corporate sponsors would be the best line of
attack. That is ultimately what shot him down, since any-
one will abandon you if you lose corporate sponsorship (I
am a finance professor after all, so I'm always analyzing the
money trail). The truth is that many of the corporations
that sponsor WABC (GEICO, Chase.com, AT&T Wir eless,
McDonalds and Verizon) also make money directly from Y-
O-U. I personally plan to reconsider my business relation-
ships with these corporations. A list of the corporate spon-
sors for WABC can be found here: http://www.yourblack-
world.com/news/stories/110607/wabc.htm. 
3) The mainstream media doesn't give a damn: they are
too myopic in focus, and if they cover this issue, it will only
be for a couple of days. The networks like to wait out the
storm and then go back to business as usual. Also, if you'll
notice, most mainstream media is not very well diversified
to begin with (the top news networks don't have any
African-American hosts for their news shows and don't
care to find any). Like the Jena 6, this is going to have to
be a grassroots movement and one in which we focus on
being a consistent thorn in the side of those who support
this sort of racism and sexism. 
4) Any political figur e who appears on Imus' show should
be forced to explain their decision.  This is especially true
of the Republican presidential candidates who chose to
snub the debate held on an HBCU campus by Tavis
Smiley. I stand with my brother Tavis in his disdain for the
individuals who so readily embrace ethnic exclusion, yet
have the audacity to think they have the right to lead our
country. 
The petition is here if you would lik e to sign:
http://www .yourblackworld.com/imus.html. I welcome
articles from anyone who has something to say about the
issue, we will publish them on YourBlackWorld. Also, any-
one who runs an organization that would lik e to join us in
this fight, we would love to hear fr om you. 
Sincerely,
Dr. Boyce Watkins
YourBlackWorld.com 

CORRECTION:
In last weeks edition, in the article titled “Thank God
for Grace” Maxine Rowe, cofounder of Grace UMC’s
community br eakfast was listed incorrectly as Maxine
Shaw. We regret the error.

The Southwest Area
N e i g h b o r h o o d
Association, Inc.

(SWAN) invites the commu -
nity to attend their Holiday
Concert on Wednesday,
December 12, 2007 from 6-8
p.m. at the Wilson Academy
Auditorium, 200 Genesee
St., Rochester, NY.

Come join in a sing-a-long
with the SWAN Community
Band as they play all the hol-
iday favorites.

The Golden SWAN
dancers will also perform
and there will be entertain -
ment by local community
poets. A free light dinner will
be served from 7:30-8:15
p.m. in the cafeteria.

For mor e information
contact Nate Rawls at 317-
4353 or Nashima King at
436-8201, Monday through
Friday between 1-9 p.m.

SWAN Holiday
Sing-a-Long

Going The Distance

On your mark, get set, go ….. and you’re off and run-
ning! You enjoy the race against the clock as you
compete with eager competitors, all wanting to win.

But who will win? You hope it’s you, as you run with all your
might.

This scenario is often played out with real athletes who
sprint 400 meters to get to the finish line, running full speed
ahead to ensure that they are not the one left behind. The
history, culture, physical and popular appeal of track and
field are some of the factors why so many African Americans
are attracted to this sport.

We have a long history of going the distance in track and
field. Since the 1960s, a host of black American women ath-
letes have starred on the world stage of Olympic competi -
tion, including Evelyn Ashford, Valerie Brisco-Hooks, Gail
Devers, Florence Griffith Joyner, Jackie Joyner Kersee,
Marion Jones, and Wyomia Tyus. Black men have done just
as well. This can be illustrated through the brilliance of Bob
Beamon, Leroy Burrell, Milt Campbell, Lee Evans, Carl
Lewis, Michael Johnson, Edwin Moses, and Mike Powell, just
to name a few (US History Encyclopedia).

Since the beginning of the sport, Track and field has been
filled with pride and history . And according to USA Track &
Field (the national or ganization governing track & field, run -
ning and race walking), nobody is making more history late-
ly than Sanya Richards. The two-time defending U.S. cham-
pion, Richards has been the dominant force in the 400 since
2005, when she won her first U.S. title. She has definitely
emerged as one who is able to withstand the speed,
endurance, and strength to compete in national meets.

So, whether its foot racing, hurdling, jumping, vaulting,
or throwing varied weights and objects, African Americans
will continue to go the distance in track and field and strive
to get a leg up on the competition.

ple's. He was real close to his mom.
"I hope that he can work his through his way through

it...if you're active, you'll find reasons to smile, reasons to be
happy."

50 Cent and West had a much publicized, and much-
hyped sales battle a couple of months ago when West's
"Graduation" and 50's "Curtis" albums were released the
same day; West's CD outsold 50's handily.

Despite the trash talk he delivered before both album's
were released, 50 says he has never considered West a rival.

"He's a talented artist. I actually sat with him during the
creation of 'Curtis' while he was creating his new album," he
said. "I never viewed him as an actual enemy; what I was try-
ing to do is build a competition." 

50 Cent and K anye
Continued from page 1
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by Dave McCleary

Robert "Bob" Johnson, former
owner and founder of Bob
Johnson Chevrolet, was the

keynote speaker at the Rochester
Black Business Association (RBBA)
2007 Annual Showcase and
Luncheon, Monday at the Hyatt
Regency hotel.

The event was dubbed "Forging a
Critical Link: Understanding our Role
in Economic Development," and
drew more than 200 local business
and political leaders.

Johnson, now retired and living
in Florida, spoke about his experi-
ences as an entrepreneur and
encouraged black businesses to work
together to help each other succeed.

"It's up to us as business owners,
especially if we're successful, to try to
help as many others as we can to be
successful," he said.

Johnson said he was a benefici-
ary of affirmative action programs,
but built his business through hard
work and vision. In 1978, he left a
lucrative career as an insurance
agent to enter General Motors' train-
ing program for minority dealers.

At the time, he was making
$75,000 a year working for Allstate
Insurance Co. and, although the two-
year training program with General
Motors only paid $18,000 per year
with no guarantee that he would
own a dealership, Johnson said he
had always sought an opportunity to
be an entrepreneur and be able to
"make his own decisions" and be
rewarded based on his abilities.

Johnson reminisced how when
he opened his first dealership in
Buffalo, his financiers limited his
income to $30,000 per year. "I had
managers who were making more
than I did," he said, adding "they
never knew how much I made… I
was paying them the going rate in
the marketplace and I wanted to be
competitive with the other dealers."

Johnson relocated to Rochester
in 1985 when he purchased a

Chevrolet dealership on Stone Road
in Greece and later moved the deal-
ership to its current location on West
Ridge Road.

He became one of the most suc-
cessful and respected business lead-
ers in the area and was very active in
the community, serving on numerous
boards including the Urban League
of Rochester, St. Joseph's Villa, and
the Fair Business Council. He retired
in 2002 when he sold the dealership.

Randy Henderson, owner of
Henderson Automotive, told how
Bob Johnson mentored him as a
young entrepreneur. "He never
looked at me as competition but took
me under his wings and helped me
in any way he could". 

During his speech, Johnson said
he was glad to be back in Rochester
and joked that he was 'cold' and
would be leaving later in the evening
but would be back over the summer
for two weeks. Attendees laughed as
someone in the audience shouted
"that's as long as our summer lasts."

RBBA president, Timothy
McCauley, said he was pleased with
the progress of the association but
wants to do more to support minori -
ty businesses. "My vision is to see
minority businesses become a cata-
lyst in making things better today," he
said.

McCauley, owner of Hope
Advertising, began a two-year term
as president of the association in
January and says minority businesses
don't have to try to r einvent things
but must build upon small successes.
"We are all connected," he said. "The
association is not about separation,
we are about bringing people togeth -
er for the common goal of building
and enhancing our community ."

During the event, McCauley
announced a new partnership
between the RBBA and the
Rochester Business Alliance (RBA).
Starting in January, all RBBA mem-
bers will get a free six month mem-
bership in the RBA.

McCauley also presented the
"Beacon Award" to Randy
Henderson for his leadership and
contribution to the community .

The association holds monthly
"meet and greet" events at various
locations around the area. McCauley
says they are striving to build rela-
tionships with other organizations
and are collaborating with or ganiza-
tions like the Rochester Black Bar
Association and the Rochester Black
Journalist Association.

"I'm inviting all minority business
owners to join our efforts. Together
we can make a difference," he said.

RBBA 
for ging critical link

Books, Blank ets Are
Part of F amily R eading
Event at School No . 30

Children will be able to curl up with a
good book and a blanket when General
Elwell S. Otis School No. 30 holds an
evening of reading fun for students and
families on Thursday, November 29
from 5:00-6:30 p.m. The school is locat-
ed at 36 Otis Street.

Students and adults will come
dressed in their pajamas for “Prime
Time Reading” and each student will
receive a book and a blanket to keep.
Families will participate in a variety of
reading and literacy activities at various
stations, including book reading, story-
telling, and hands-on activities related to
books.    

The librarian from the Lyell Avenue
branch of the Rochester Public Library
will be among the guest readers, and the
school PTA will have r efreshments for
sale.

CITY’S ST ARDUST BALL -
ROOM D ANCE SERIES FOR
ADUL TS RETURNS ON DEC. 4 

The City’s Stardust Ballroom Dance
Series for adult dance enthusiasts
returns to the Edgerton

Community Center, 41 Backus St.,
beginning 1–3 p.m., Tues., Dec. 4 with a
FREE dance featuring the Bob
Livingston Band. The series was tem-
porarily suspended on Oct. 16.

The Tuesday afternoon dances will
be free through March courtesy of fund-
ing from the Music Performance Trust
Fund and the Rochester Musicians
Association. Admission for all other
dances is $3 per person.

City residents, age 60 and over, who
hold a “Good Times Pass” may attend
for only $1. For information: 428-6769,
Mon.–Fri., after 2 p.m.

For information on the “Good
Times Pass” call 428-6755, Mon.–Fri., 9
a.m.–5 p.m.

Tuesday evening dances will be held
from 7:30 –9:30 p.m. Starting
December 11 with Johnny Matt (Big
Band); December 18, Nostalgic
Reunion; January 15, Len Hawley;
January 22, Nice-n-Easy; January 29,
Johnny Matt Band; February 12, Len
Hawley (Valentine’s Dance); February
19, Nate Rawls; February 26, Johnny
Matt; March 11, Len Hawley; March 18,
Dick Stacy; March 25, Bob Livingston;
April 8, Johnny Matt; April 15, Jack
Allen and April 22, Metr opolitan
Stompers.

Tuesday afternoon dances will
be held from 1-3 p.m. Starting
December 4 with Bob Livingston (Free);
January 8, Nate Rawls (Free); February
5, Joe Pera (Free); March 4, Bob Ames
(Free) and April 1, Len Hawley.

Friday afternoon dances will be
held from 2-4 p.m. Starting December
14 with Joe Pera; January 18, Dick
Stacy & Rhythm Aces; February 15, Jon
Seiger All Stars; March 14, Joe Pera and
April 18, Joe Pera.

MAYOR W ANTS 
PHOTOS OF MIDTOWN
HOLID AY EXPERIENCES
Reminiscences and photos to be
videotaped for placement in L ocal
History Room of Central Library 

Mayor Robert J. Duffy invites
families to bring their photos
and their keenest recollections

of Midtown holiday e xperiences to the
City’s tribute to Midtown, 2 – 6 p.m.,
Sat., Dec. 1 at MidtownPlaza. 

Comments and photos will be video-
taped for a DVD production that will be
entitled, “A Tribute to Midtown: Wher e
Moments Became Memories.”  The
DVD will be placed in the L ocal History
Room of the Central Library and in the
City’s video archives. At a later date, the
DVD will be made available for cir cula-
tion from the Literatur e and Media
Division of the Rochester Public Library
System.

Midtown family festivities will fea-
ture free monorail rides,ornament-mak-
ing, the Clock of Nations, a visit with
jolly St. Nick in Santa’s Village and the
huge holiday tree, the 25th annual Tuba
Christmas Concert, photo and video
displays, live “Holidays Around the
World” performances, and dances with
Rudolph, the Gingerbr ead Man and
other holiday characters.

Windows on Main Street will feature
holiday displays with special tributes to
Midtown and a toy train village will be
set up at the nearby Chase Bank.

A family holiday parade with Mayor
Duffy and Rudolph, led by Prime Time
Brass, will begin inside Midtown Plaza
at 5:30 p.m. and end with the lighting of
over 3,500 holiday lights along 10,000
feet of cable on the 193-foot Liberty
Pole. Free parking will be available at
the Midtown Garage.

Noontime musical performances by
area choirs and band ensembles will
also take place at Midtown Plaza
through Dec. 22.

RBA Vice President Barbara J.
Cutrona and RBBA President
Timothy C. McCauley

State F arm Agent,
Jackie Ortiz “live”
br oadcast with WDKX 

Rochester, NY., December 1, 2007 –  State
Farm Agent Jackie Ortiz is conducting a
“live” br oadcast featuring WDKX Jam
Squad on December 1, 2007.

The “live” br oadcast will be held at
2018 Latta Road, Rochester, NY 14612
(corner of Island Cottage & Latta Rd)
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Smoke detectors
will be given to the first 50 people who
bring canned goods that will be donated
to the local Open Door Mission.

All are invited to attend this free “live”
broadcast and register for $103.90.
Holiday Photo of Santa with kids and fam-
ilies will be taken and distributed free of
charge.

Additional activities include r efresh-
ments, prizes and a special visit from the
State Farm Good Neighbor Bear!   

Jackie Ortiz Agency continues to con-
nect with  the community , bring your fam-
ilies to this wonderful holiday event.
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STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Post your events to our 

“Events Calendar ”
on our website

and reach more than 
5,000 visitors per week

(Just go to our website and click on Events)

www .minorityreporter .net

O ne of the mor e painful
experiences in life to me
is to be held hostage by

an MC (Master or Mistress of
Ceremonies), one who fails to
know one's audience. 

An audience at any event is
usually in attendance for a vari-
ety of  reasons. They may be
there to lend their support to the
host organizat ion. They may
have family, friends, or mentors
playing key roles in the event, or
they themselves may have a role
in the pr ogram. They may have
come to the event just to hear
what the guest speaker has to
say. Or they may be there due to
the generosity of their employer
or some other entity that pur -
chased t ickets that may have
otherwise gone un -used. They
may be representing the media. 

There is always a reason a
person would give up an
evening, especially after work,
and depending on the time of
the event may have rushed
home after work to fr eshen up.
And if anyone in the audience is
close to being my age, I guaran-
tee it may have been a struggle
to make the event. But the key
point her e is that everyone in
the audience made a decision to
leave the comfort of their homes
to be in attendance. The com-
mit tees, the organizat ion, the
sponsors, have done their job;
the MC can make or br eak their
efforts.  

Organizat ions need to be
mindful of an MC's experience.
What needs to be investigated
prior to designating the contr ol
of their pr ogram to just anyone,
is whether the MC can handle
the task effectively. Some MC's
abuse the privilege, most times
unwit t ingly and unknowingly .
Some get caught up in the
moment and fail to see they are
no longer contr olling the flow of
traf f ic but have themselves
caused a traffic jam. Some find
the need to compete with the
keynote Speaker. If the MC is
going to give the evening's mes-
sage, why bother to have a
keynote speaker? And then there
are the MC's who pol i t ical ly
work the r oom by feeling the
need to recognize every person-
ality in it. Bad idea. Chances are
when you start to call names;
you are going to forget someone
that may hold it against you for-
ever. 

Rule number #1: DO NOT
CALL NAMES, unless it is really
absolutely necessary. Other than
the head table, the event com-
mittee, the keynote speaker, and
those on the program, there is
no need to call names. And to
call the name of someone who is

not pr esent does them more
harm than good. What the MC
has done is call attention to the
fact that person is absent. Ergo
the question, well why wer en't
they here? For an absent politi -
cian, it could cost him or her
supporters. 

Rule #2: DO NOT READ
PROCLAMATIONS AND BIOS.
Both should be secured wel l
enough in advance and pub -
lished in the event program, as
well as the names of the spon-
sors. The exception to this rule is
when a political figur e shows up
at the event with a Proclamation
in hand, unbeknownst to the
coor dinating committee. A quick
decision and adjustment wi l l
then need to be made by the
MC. In intr oducing a guest
speaker a summary of their
accompl ishments wi l l  suff ice,
when the Bio is already written.  

The MC must take charge,
and maintain contr ol of the pr o-
gram. A good MC has enough
expertise necessary to tactfully
pull the plug on a long-winded
speaker, presenter, or performer .
A good MC curbs the number of
acceptance speeches if awards
are presented. When it is time
for a Guest Speaker and half the
audience has left the room, the
MC has failed to observe the
warning signs.

Rule #3: PAY ATTENTION TO
YOUR AUDIENCE'S BEHAVIOR.
If an MC is paying attention to
the audience and notices people
have begun to yawn, stretch, are
engaged in reading their pr o-
gram for the fifth time, taking
bathr oom br eaks, or talk ing
amongst themselves, then the
MC should recognize that an
immediate adjustment needs to
be made. Good MC's don't con-
fuse themselves with being a
Preacher and feel the need to
give a sermon or restate an
organizations history or mission.
That information should also be
in the pr ogram, i f  i t  is that
important. Good MC's also rec-
ognize that having the micr o-
phone in hand doesn't mean it 's
time for them to audition for
American Idol or the Comedy
Club. 

Bottom line: Respect for an
audiences' t ime is imperative.
Always begin and end the pro-
gram on time. Any pr ogram that
runs beyond two hours is indica-
tive of an MC who lost contr ol of
it or didn't understand their r ole
to begin with. Those in the audi -
ence are the ones you should
expect back next year, or expect
to tel l  others what they may
have missed, if they were not
made to r egret being there.
Know Your A udience.

Know Y our AudienceRochester, NY, Nov. 5 --- Titan
MultiMedia Productions, owned by
Travis Lewis, has recently achieved
Certification from the New York State
Department of Economic Development
as a Minority-owned Business
Enterprise (MBE).

Founded in 2005, Titan MultiMedia
Productions provides professional
videography services for videos, docu-
mentaries, DVDs, and television com-
mercials. This includes a full range of
video services from standard definition
to cutting-edge High Definition videog -
raphy for corporate, institutional, edu -
cational, government and not-for -profit
organizations of all kinds. The company
also does public relations and corporate
image videos and documentaries. 

"This Certification will enable us to
bid on government contracts that
require this status," explains Lewis. "In
addition, we ar e applying for 8A
Certification, which will mak e us even
more attractive to firms who need that
accreditation."

Titan MultiMedia Productions is
known for its documentaries, such as
"Lulu: The Girls of America's Georgia in
1963" which, with the help of
Congresswoman Louise Slaughter pre-
miered on Capital Hill before Congress
and Senate.  It is highly regarded for
documenting corporate confer ences,
luncheons, and annual meetings, spe-

cial events, promotional and capital
campaigns, such as the United Nations
Gala and many events for Action for a
Better Community. 
The company also turns out highly cre-

ative television commercials and pro-
grams. The company is often hired to
document live performances, creating a
living record of the event as it took
place. Titan is ideal for documenting
annual shareholders meetings or corpo-
rate teamwork initiatives. Its talents
could be invaluable in cr eating busi-
ness, marketing or corporate training
programs. The company's digital pho-
tography services provide fodder for
newsletters, brochures and other print-
ed pieces. 

Under the leadership of Travis Lewis,
Titan MultiMedia Productions is poised
to take on larger projects, both locally
and nationwide. L ewis has over 23
years of experience in videography and
is personally well known in the
Rochester area. He was a co-owner of
Mirus Video Productions and has won
numerous awards, including several
Telly Awards and Accolade Awards. 

For further information, contact
Travis Lewis directly at 585-730-7235 or
visit the website www.titanmultimedi -
aproductions.com

TIT AN MUL TIMEDIA PRODUCTIONS
EARNS MBE CER TIFICA TION

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
General Laborers

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0
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Our lives have become charac-
terized by hurry, straining,
stress, and frenetic activity in

our driven -ness to acquire things. We
have managed to convince ourselves
that "things" will satisfy us; when, in
reality, as soon as we get what we
want, we set our sights on some other
thing. 

Our society is no help. There is
tons of advertising striving to persuade
us that we want and need the thou-
sands of new products that appear on
the market every year. It's funny that
we managed to get along fine before
they convinced us how miserable our
lives have been without these new
inventions. 

Someone says that our wants keep
us unhappy. I believe that if we would
just stop and listen to our lives it is
sending us messages. 

What message is your life sending
you? Is it saying, "Stop the madness."
Or, perhaps, "We are out of control; it
doesn't take all that." Most of us are
not still long enough to hear what our
lives are telling us. We are so driven. 

The question we need to ask is,
"Do I own things, or do things own
me?" 

Let's face it. The more stuff weath-

accumulate, the more time we will
have to spend in caring for them. You
ever think about that? Everything we
purchase will need to be maintained
in some fashion. Appliances have to
be serviced, clothes washed or dry-
cleaned, pets need to be fed and, per-
haps, walked, furnitur e has to be dust-
ed and polished, and so on. Soon,
things start owning us and we hear the
familiar refrain, "I hardly have any
time." 

Slow the flow! Stop accumulating
stuff that will require your time to care
for them. It is time we see things for
what they are - goods to enhance life,
not to oppr ess it. It is time to de-clutter
your life. Many of us purchase things
we never even use. We take them
home only to discover we don't need
or even want them. 

We need to understand what
things can and cannot do for us. Sadly,
things are usually overrated, and,
unfortunately, the return compar ed to
the amount of energy expended
acquiring all this stuff is often so small,
one has to wonder what it will tak e to
convince us to abandon this madness. 

The simple things in life are free,
and, we take them for granted - things
like enjoying a beautiful sunset, spend-
ing time with family and friends, cud -
dling up with a good library book, tak -
ing a walk in the park, and so on.

Denise M. Josephs is an educator, speaker
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College -PCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of Business
Administration, and owns her own compa-
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is currently pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminary.

Read and R eap!
Simplify your life
by Denise Josephs

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik e 585.802.6002
Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr others@hotmail.com

Tavis Smiley’s annual “State of the
Black Union” (SOBU) symposium
will cast its lens on the role

African Americans will play in the 2008
elections and mobilize 1,000 volunteers
to rebuild some of the poorest areas
devastated by Hurricane Katrina.

The 2008 State of the Black Union
weekend kicks off in New Orleans with
SOBU Builds on Friday,

Feb. 22, with volunteers working at
six simultaneous community service
projects in the Upper Ninth Ward, the
Lower Ninth W ard, Central City,
Hollygrove, New Orleans East and
Broadmoor.

Then, Smiley will host a conversa-
tion with 24 noted politicians, educa -
tors, social scientists, business leaders
and clergy on, “Reclaiming our
Democracy, Deciding our Future,”
from 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. CT Saturday,
Feb. 23 at the Ernest E. Morial
Convention Center.

Participation in the service pr oject
and attendance at the panel discussion
is free and open to the public.
Advanced free registration is required
at www.tavistalks.com. All registered
attendees will receive a DVD of
Jonathan Demme’s documentary Right
to Return: New Home Movies fr om the
Lower 9th Ward courtesy of
ExxonMobil.

“Hurricane K atrina and its aftermath
provided a portrait of disenfranchise-
ment at its worst. The service we will
provide to so many still in need on
Friday sets up the conversation on
Saturday on what leadership must look
like for the next four years. If we can
bring everyday people together to
restore hope to this jewel city in a grass-
roots, hands-on fashion; the body
politic should at the very least meet the
people halfway and do its part. That is
the true intersection of love and serv-
ice,” Smiley said.

SOBU Builds in partnership with Lt.
Gov. Mitch Landrieu’s Office will mobi -
lize volunteers with the support of local
community partners who ar e currently
addressing community needs. The sec-
tions selected for the projects represent
some of the worst hit areas of New
Orleans. While millions has been spent
on these neighborhoods, there contin-
ues to be a need for recovery in three
key areas: housing, education and
recreation. Volunteers will be assigned
to one of six projects. "The State of the
Black Union symposium will strengthen
the spirit of New Orleans residents and
the economy," said Lt. Governor Mitch
Landrieu. "I applaud Tavis Smiley for
bringing this important national event
to Louisiana to focus attention on our
city's rebuilding efforts", says Lt.
Governor Mitch L andrieu.

As Americans approach the 2008
presidential election along with impor -
tant state and local elections, this year’s
panel will examine the role that African
Americans can and must play to create
an America as good as its promise from
education and health to the justice sys-

tem and wealth-building.
A partial list of panelists for the sym-

posium include: New Orleans Mayor
Ray Nagin; Norman Francis, president
of Xavier University; Cornel West;
Bishop Paul S. Morton; Newark, N.J.
Mayor Cory Booker; the Rev. Al
Sharpton; the Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.
Lt. Gov. Mitch Landrieu; Angela Glover
Blackwell, Michael Eric Dyson and
Michael Steele.

The symposium supporters include
Title sponsor Wells Fargo and National
sponsors Allstate Insurance Company,
ExxonMobil, AARP and Community
Sponsor McDonald’s.

“Wells Fargo is proud to again play a
key role in staging the State of the Black
Union,” said Natalie Brown, Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage African
American segment program manager.
“This year we are especially excited to
roll up our sleeves and work on a com-
munity service project to benefit the
New Orleans community. We view our
support of this initiative as just one facet
of our ongoing mission to help African
American individuals, households and
businesses succeed financially.”

"We are thrilled to be a community
partner in this historical event, and help
emphasize the importance of volun-
teerism and rebuilding our Black com -
munities," says Tabeier Shine, co-
founder of T.R.I.P.

SOBU BUILDS D AY OF SERVICE
PROJECTS

Project 1 – Build a Home: Volunteers
will take hammers and nails to help in
the construction of a house.

Project 2 – Beautify a City Park:
Volunteers will clean up, refurbish park
benches, clean equipment and restore
landscaping

Project 3 – Build a Playground: In an
effort to give kids an opportunity to
play; volunteers will assist in rebuilding
playgrounds

Project 4 – Demolish a Home:
Volunteers will clear debris from
homes.

Project 5 – Beautify a School Yard &
Donate Books: Volunteers will plant
flowers and clean school yard areas of
debris.

Project 6 – Build Shelves for Public
Library and Donate Books: Teams will
collect and sort books.

SOBU Builds lead partners include:
Habitat for Humanity, Trinity Christian
Community, Xavier University,
Recovery School District, Hands On,
and the New Orleans Public Library,
T.R.I.P. (Travel. Rebuild. Inspire.
Progress.) and sponsors Wells Fargo,
Allstate Insurance Company,
UnitedHealthcare's Generations of
Wellnesssm initiative and Louisiana
Disaster Recovery Foundation. 

TA VIS SMILEY ’S 2008 SYMPOSIUM TO FOCUS
ON DEMOCRAC Y & ENGAGE 1,000 V OL UNTEERS
TO REBUILD POST -KA TRINA NEW ORLEANS

“Always be smarter than
the people who hire you.”

Lena Horne
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face to the name

ROBERTS COMMUNITY 
MUSIC SCHOOL

Offering Lessons in Voice, Piano, Strings, Guitar, 
and All Instruments

Music Together® Classes - birth to 5
Instrumental Jazz Lessons
Robert Pace Piano Lessons

2301 Westside Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997
www.roberts.edu

Music Lessons 
for the Whole Family!

For more information contact
Deborah M. Brown

585.594.6101 or rcms@roberts.edu
Visit our website at www.roberts.edu/rcms

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

FREDDIE L. CALDWELL

Freddie Caldwell was born in
Sanford, Florida wher e he attended
public school. After graduation he
received his Social Psychology &
Adult Education Bachelor of Arts
degree from Michigan State
University. He has obtained three
associate degrees; one in Animal
Husbandry from the University of
Delhi - SUNY in 1982; the second
from the Monr oe Community
College from the School of Practical
Nursing during 1972 and the third
from the University of Rochester dur-
ing 1968 for Bio-Medical Research.  

Freddie Caldwell has an extensive background of completed courses
received from accredited colleges, workshops and training institutes. He
is currently married to Peggy Caldwell. Caldwell left Rochester General
Hospital (Via Health) after working with the hospital for a total of 38
years in 2002. At Via Health, the first 32 years were spent in the depart-
ment of surgery and education as chief animal researcher and the devel-
opment of surgical technique. 
In 1995 he served as Cultural Diversity Educator for five years as an edu-
cator of cultural diversity and cultural competence. He also assisted in
developing staff mutual understanding. 

Freddie Caldwell joined A ction for a Better Community in 2002 wher e
he is currently working as the Deputy Director for Community Services.
The Community Services Division provides direct services to low-
income families through a variety of preventive, educational, and out -
reach programs. Emphasis is placed on working in a collaborative man-
ner to enhance the self-sufficiency of both individuals and families.
Helping people help themselves is what the dedicated staff of the
Community Services Division does best.  

Freddie Caldwell's contribution and involvement in the community ar e
too numerous to mention them all. He has been, and still is, a pillar in
the community. 

HappyHappy
Holidays!Holidays!
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Pastor R oger L. and Madell Br eedlove

Ministering to the whole man
Spirit - Soul - Body

In Christ
Ne w Hope Ministry

155 Pinnacle R oad :: Henrietta, NY 14534

* Sunday Services
8:00am and 11:00am

* Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00pm

* Intercessory Prayer
Monday -Friday 6:00am

* Prayer every 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
at 8:00am

* Noonday prayer every F riday
* Youth Ministry every F riday at 6:00pm

585-334-8730
www .icnhm.or g

icnhm@r ochester .rr .com

- Equipping Believers
- Changing Lives
- Building F amilies 

Through Faith in the W ord of God

Speaking the Word, Guided by the Spirit, Activating thee Blessing

ST. LOUIS (11/28/07) – On
November 6, 2007, U.S. Senator
Chuck Grassley of Iowa, the rank-

ing member of the U.S. Senate
Committee on Finance, formally
requested the leadership of Joyce
Meyer Ministries to provide detailed
records and personal information per-
taining to Dave and Joyce Meyer for his
review.

While the ministry is not under obli -
gation by law to submit this information;
in keeping with our own high standar ds
of fiscal responsibility, our respect for
the democratic pr ocess, and our estab-
lished tradition of transparency with our
ministry supporters, we are preparing
the requested documents for presenta-
tion to the senator’s office—on time (by
December 6, 2007) and in full detail.

Our timely r esponse to the senator’s
efforts to ensure the financial accounta-
bility of all non -profits is a decisive
demonstration of the high standard of
fiscal responsibility that we hold our -
selves to, above and beyond legal obli-
gation, out of our deep commitment to
our ministry partners and friends. We
are profoundly thankful for the many
Americans who help make this far-
reaching global ministry and its charita-
ble outreaches possible.

Those familiar with Joyce Meyer,
who watch her television pr ogram, read

her books, or listen to her messages of
hope and strength, recognize that on a
personal level, she and her husband,
Dave, are deeply committed to a high
standard of stewardship both in their
personal lives and in the daily opera-
tions of the ministry. Each year, inde-
pendently audited financial r eports are
made available to the public upon com -
pletion as a demonstration of our com-
mitment to fiscal responsibility. (Click
here to view 2003-2006 financial
reports.) Joyce Meyer Ministries
embraces this latest opportunity to
demonstrate our commitment to trans -
parency with our supporters and our
dedication to the continual impr ove-
ment of our own systems of accounta-
bility.

As a further demonstration of this
commitment to our ministry supporters
and our high r egard for transparency,
the ministry is also pleased to release at
this time a supplemental document illu -
minating facets of the ministry that the
senator has requested for review,
Answers to Common Questions (see
below) as well as information not specif-
ically requested by Senator Grassley’s
office. This document addresses recent
inquir es the ministry has received from
members of the media in a specific and
straightforward manner.

Delanie Trusty, CFO of Joyce Meyer
Ministries stated earlier today, “We are
deeply respectful of the senator’s efforts
and are confident that the information
presented to his office will exceed the
senator’s high standards of review and
the truth will be r evealed— that Joyce
Meyer Ministries and the Meyers are in
complete compliance with financial
regulations and each take such matters
very seriously.”

For more information about Joyce
Meyer Ministries, please visit
www.joycemeyer.org.

For specific information about how
ministry funds are spent, please visit
www.joycemeyer.org/whatwedo 

Joyce Meyer Ministries: 
Response to Senator Grassley Inquiry

Joyce Meyer, Founder, Joyce Meyer
Ministries
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community news

and event s, visit

our website 

Answer to last week’ s Sudoku
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Washington, DC (BlackNews.com) -
BET Networks today announced that it
will air a lineup of special HIV-themed
programming to coincide with W orld
AIDS Day this Saturday, December 1.
This HIV-focused programming rounds
out a successful year for BET's pro-
social initiative Rap-It-Up, which
recently won the Emmy® Award for
"Outstanding National Community
Service Campaign" and a 2007 Cable
Positive Award for "Outstanding Special
Programming." The Rap-It-Up cam-
paign also includes dedicated grass-
roots efforts and a comprehensive edu-
cational program, all to raise awareness
about HIV/AIDS among the A frican-
American community .

On Friday, November 30 at 6:00
p.m. ET/PT, BET's popular music count-
down show 106 & PARK will air a LIVE
90-minute telecast hosted by veejay
duo Terrence and Rocsi. The music spe-
cial will tackle the issue of HIV/AIDS
and the risky behaviors associated with
contracting the disease, and will also
feature celebrity guests Magic Johnson,
Juelz Santana and Jim Jones to discuss
healthy life choices and provide impor -
tant information about HIV testing and
prevention methods to BET viewers. 

An encore presentation of the
provocative HIV/AIDS special WHAT U
KNOW BOUT THAT? RAP-IT-UP SEX
QUIZ will air on Satur day, December 1
at 7:30 p.m. ET/PT. The one-hour BET
News special addresses a host of
HIV/AIDS-related issues faced by BET's
audience, including stigma and homo-
phobia, HIV testing, substance abuse,
and the impact of HIV/AIDS on person -
al relationships and family life. BET
News personality Jina Johnson hosts
the show and is joined by fellow BET
personalities Lamorne Morris, Sharon

Carpenter, and Samson Styles, along
with BET News producer Antonio
Neves, who visited the cities of New
York, Los Angeles, Atlanta and Miami to
talk with young adults and test them on
how much they r eally know about safe
sexual health, behavior and practices,
and discuss their own personal experi-
ences. Special guest stars Ciara, Kelly
Rowland, Common, Romeo and Lyfe
Jennings also make appearances to ask
various questions, and sexual health
expert Dr. Rani Whitfield (also known
as the "Hip-Hop Doc") is on hand to
provide pertinent health information
and facts to assist young adults who
may be dealing with these issues.

Since 1998, BET Networks has
worked to raise awareness about
HIV/AIDS and its impact on the
African-American community . To date,
the network's Rap-It-Up HIV/AIDS pub-
lic education initiative, in partnership
with the Kaiser Family Foundation, has
received more than 1.3 million calls to
its toll-free hotline, hosted teen forums
throughout the United States, Canada,
and the Caribbean, and has reached
millions of BET viewers via HIV-related
programming, including awar d-win -
ning news specials, documentaries and
public service announcements.

BET representatives  says the net-
work remains committed to providing
fresh, culturally unique and issues-tar-
geted public affairs programming.
Whether it is through a poignant short
film about HIV/AIDS or a new public
service announcement featuring
today's hottest celebrities supporting
healthy lifestyles, BET and its Rap-It-Up
campaign consistently exhibit innova -
tive ways to educate its viewers on the
important health and social issues
impacting young adults today. 

Just for L aughs
While on a r oad trip, an elderly couple stopped at a roadside restaurant
for lunch. A fter finishing their meal, they left the restaurant and resumed
their trip. When leaving, the elderly woman unknowingly left her glasses
on the table and she didn't miss them until they had been driving about
twenty minutes. By then, to add to the aggravation, they had to travel
quite a distance before they could find a place to turn ar ound -- in order
to return to the r estaurant to retrieve her glasses. 
All the way back, the husband became the classic grouchy old man. He
fussed and complained and scolded his wife relentlessly during the entire
return drive. The mor e he chided her -- the more agitated he became.
He just wouldn't let up one minute. To her relief, they finally arrived at
the restaurant. 
As the woman got out of the car and hurried inside to r etrieve her glass-
es, the old geezer yelled to her, "While you're in there, you might as well
get my hat and the credit card." 

BET R olls Out a W eek end of A war d-
Winning , HIV -Themed Pr ogramming
Commemorating W orld AIDS Day

From the moment Haiti was discovered
up to the mid-1900s, Haitians’ essential
musical instruments always included
the Haitian drum, also called "tanbou"
in Creole. It represents a significant
piece in Haitian history. During their
independence ceremony, Haitians
dance to the beat of the drum while
feasting on pumpkin soup. The drum is
a distinctive tool originating fr om
Africa, made with har d woods and cov-
ered with goat or cow skin. It endows
Haitians with an organic and versatile
sound which enables their music to
stand out from other music. The drum is
played simply with bare hands.
Dissimilar notes coming from the drum
are created from the player’s move-
ment of the fingers sliding on the instru-
ment. The device brings a sense of joy
and energy to the people.

The Haitian people wanted to
explore other music, so they started to
borrow melodies from the Dominican
Republic. The Haitians were drawn to
their music because the Dominicans
included tanbou as well. A renowned
Haitian saxophonist named Nemours

Jean Baptiste was not too pleased with
the change. By the 1950s, he wanted to
take the population away from the
Dominican tunes, "Tipico de Cibajino"
and "El Negrito del Batey," which were
carried out by the saxophone and the
drum. He wanted to pr eserve the main
tool that depicts the Haitian cultur e, the
drum. He intr oduced a style of music
that enabled Haitians to continue to use
the drum without having to borr ow
from their neighbors. He established
compas – Haitian musical rhythm.

The new genre was more appealing
to the youth than the adults.
Nonetheless, everyone approved of it.
Compas, ever since, has shaped the
Haitian cultur e. It became the signature
Haitian music. Today, whether it’s at a
club, a wedding or simply a house
party, compas is the main style of music
played by Haitians. It is so instilled in
some people that they sit out any other
types of music and wait patiently for the
drum-driven melody they call their
own.

Haitian Music And The Drum
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Anew model for calculating inva -
sive breast cancer risk, called the
CARE model, has been found to

give better estimates of the number of
breast cancers that would develop in
African American women 50 to 79
years of age than an earlier model
which was based primarily on data from
white women. Both models wer e
designed to be used by health care pro-
fessionals and should either be used by
them or in consultation with them.
Researchers at the National Cancer
Institute (NCI), part of the National
Institutes of Health, and their collabora-
tors report on the study methodology
and results online in JNCI on
November 27, 2007.

The NCI investigators worked with
colleagues from the Women’s
Contraceptive and Reproductive
Experiences (CARE) Study, the
Women’s Health Initiative, and the
Study of Tamoxifen and Raloxifene trial
(a breast cancer prevention trial) to pr o-
duce and test the new model. Some
members of the team had worked on
both the CARE and earlier model,
called BCRAT (Breast Cancer Risk
Assessment Tool). Because of the higher
accuracy of the CARE model for African
American women, the NCI authors ar e
now recommending its use for counsel-
ing these women regarding their risk of
breast cancer.

"NCI’s Breast Cancer Risk
Assessment Tool has been widely used
for counseling women and determining
eligibility for br east cancer prevention
trials," said NCI Director John E.
Niederhuber, M.D. "The development
of the CARE model highlights the need
to develop targeted tools to assess an
individual woman ’s risk, and those tools
must be based on many factors that also
assure that the tool can be used in a
non-discriminatory manner."

While the BCRAT allows for projec-
tions for African American women and
for women fr om other racial and ethnic
groups, these projections are based on
certain assumptions. In particular, it is
assumed that the relative risk of breast
cancer associated with having a specific
profile of risk factors for white women
applies to African American women
and to women fr om other racial and
ethnic groups as well. Because of the
need to rely on these various assump-
tions, rather than on sufficient data from
African American women and women
in other racial and ethnic gr oups,
BCRAT, which can be found on the NCI
Web site at
http://www .cancer.gov/bcrisktool,

includes a disclaimer for African
American women and for women in
other groups that their projections
might be inaccurate.

To develop a new model that would
more accurately assess an African
American’s woman’s chance of devel-
oping breast cancer, researchers in the
CARE study examined data from 1,607
African American women with invasive
breast cancer and 1,637 African
American women of similar ages who
did not have br east cancer. The factors
used in the model were age at first men-
strual period, number of first degree rel-
atives (mother or sisters) who had
breast cancer, and number of pr evious
benign breast biopsy examinations. A
woman’s age at the birth of her first
child, a risk factor for white women, did
not impr ove prediction in A frican
American women and so was not
included in the model. Risk was calcu-
lated by combining information on
these factors with African American
rates of new invasive breast cancer
from NCI’s Surveillance, Epidemiology
and End Results Program and with
national mortality data.

To test the accuracy of the model,
researchers compared data in the
CARE model with data from the 14,059
African American women aged 50-79 in
the Women’s Health Initiative (WHI)
study who had no prior history of br east
cancer. From the risk factor profiles for
breast cancer that were collected at
entry into the WHI, the r esearchers
used the CARE model to estimate the
number of women who would be
expected to develop invasive breast
cancer and found that the model pr e-
dicted that 323 would be affected, close
to the 350 breast cancers in African
American women that actually
occurred during the WHI follow up.
According to Mitchell H. Gail, M.D.,
NCI, the lead author of this study, "The
CARE model predicted the numbers of
breast cancer diagnoses well overall,
and in most categories."

One of the key uses of the BCRAT
has been to determine eligibility criteria
for a number of br east cancer preven-
tion trials. For African American
women 45 and older, the CARE model
risk projections were usually higher
than those from the BCRAT. To assess
what the impact of using the CARE
model might have been on a recently
completed pr evention trial, the
researchers used eligibility screening
data from 20,278 African American
women who wer e examined in the
Study of Tamoxifen and Raloxifene

(STAR) trial between 1999 and 2004.
The investigators estimated that 30.3
percent of African American women
would have had significant five-year
invasive breast cancer risks based on
the CARE model, compared to only
14.5 percent based on BCRAT.

"African American women wer e
both mor e interested in and more likely
to enroll in the STAR trial compared to
the earlier Breast Cancer Prevention
Trial, but the recruitment pr ocess and
our enrollment task would have been
easier if the CARE model had been
available," said Worta McCaskill-
Stevens, M.D., NCI, one of the leaders
of the STAR trial.

Additionally, inaccurate projections
using the BCRAT could result in African
American women r eceiving an under-
estimate of their breast cancer risk. As a
result of this underestimate, African
American women might not get coun -
seling about actions
they could take to
reduce their risk.
"There has been
great interest in
developing race- or
e thn ic i t y -spec i f i c
adaptations of the
BCRAT model that
are based on suffi-
cient race- or ethnici -
ty-specific data, and
the CARE data
enabled us to devel-
op the new model,"
said Gail.

It should be noted
that the CARE
model, like the
BCRAT, needs to be
approached with
caution or avoided
for certain special
populations. These
models should not be
used for women with
a previous history of
breast cancer. The
models tens to under-
estimate risk in
women who have
received radiation to
the chest and in
women who ar e
known to carry muta -
tions associated with
increased risk of
breast cancer, such as
mutations in the
BRCA1 and BRCA2
genes. While the
CARE model has not

yet been incorporated into the BCRAT
on the NCI Web site, NCI plans to have
the tool updated by the spring of 2008.

For more information about cancer ,
please visit the NCI Web site at
www.cancer.gov, or call NCI's Cancer
Information Service at 1-800-4 CAN-
CER (1-800-422-6237).

The National Institutes of Health
(NIH) — The Nation's Medical Research
Agency — includes 27 Institutes and
Centers and is a component of the U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services. It is the primary federal
agency for conducting and supporting
basic, clinical and translational medical
research, and it investigates the causes,
treatments, and cures for both common
and rare diseases. For more information
about NIH and its programs, visit
www.nih.gov.

Mor e A ccurate Method of Estimating Breast Cancer
Risk in A frican American W omen Developed

www .minorityr eporter .net

For inf o, visit our w ebsite
www .ia bf f l.com/pa ges/h2y ou



Week of December 1 - 7, 2007   ::   11

CLASSIFIED
To place a classified ad call us at 1-888-792-9303 e xt. 82

:: Beauty Supplies
:: Wigs
:: Hair Pieces
:: Accessories

787 Lake Avenue
Rochester, NY 14613

585-254-8320

HOURS: M-S 8am-5pm
Sun 11am-5pm

HELP W ANTED

GENERAL
L ABOR
4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

TruForm Manufacturing
Corporation

1500 North Clinton Avenue -
Rochester, NY - 14621

SERVICES

FREELANCE WRITERS
WANTED: The Minority
Reporter is looking for expe-
rienced writers inter ested in
writing for us on a freelance
basis. We expect to have a
variety of writing assignments
available. If you're interested,
email us at
jchoward@minorityr eporter.net
with Freelance Writer in the
subject line or fax letter,
resume and samples to 
1-888-796-6292 or mail them
to Minority Reporter, P.O.
Box 352, Rochester, NY 14626

* Casual, yet professional
* Over 20 Y ears experience
* Rochester born and raised

ALL D AY SERVICE,
EVERY DAY!

585-738-3390

MK T AXI

NOTICE TO BID

EMPIRE STATE DEVELOP-
MENT DED CERTIFIED
MBE/WBE and SECTION 3
SUBCONTRACTORS/SUP-
PLIERS ARE INVITED TO
SUBMIT QUOTATIONS ON
VARIOUS FACETS OF CON-
STRUCTION FOR:  Mills at
High Falls, City of Rochester,
NY.  There will be a pre-bid
meeting for inter ested
M/WBE firms on Tuesday,
December 11, 2007 at the
Urban League Board Room,
265 North Clinton A venue at
6:00 pm.    There will be an
alternate pre-bid meeting on
Thursday, December 13,
2007 at the same location
and time for those who can-
not attend the 12/11 meet-
ing.  Quotations should be
submitted in sealed
envelopes to:  LECESSE
Construction, 75 Thruway
Park Drive, W. Henrietta, NY
14586.  Ph. 585-334-4490
Fax 585-334-4925.  Drawing
availability and bid dates will
be provided at the pre-bid
meetings.

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?

PLA CE A
CLASSIFIED

AD FOR ONL Y
$10.00/w eek

* Earn 50% Commissions To Start * Set Your Own Hours
* Be Your Own Boss                     * Unlimited Earnings Potential

Terra Smiley 530.0112 www.youravon.com/terrasmiley

Start Your Own AVON Business W ith JUST $10!

by Diane Sheffield

C ur t is  and Mar ie  R ivers ,  owners  o f  Mood
Makers Books, sponsored their  f i rst  Kwanzaa
Family Bazaar,  Saturday, November 17, 2007.

The event was held on the second level of  Vi l lage
Gate, which is located at 274 N. Goodman Street.

Seven vendors  represent ing  Rochester  and
Buffalo had unique, great products and services to
pur chase.  Here is some information about each of
them.  Lucy's Lot ions & Things has been in business
for four years.  This business started out making
candles and has added to their  product l ine, oi ls,
lot ion, bath sal t ,  body splash, bubble bath and
mor e.  These al l  natural  products are also made by
the company.  This business feels that i t 's important
for men and women to pamper and tak e care of
themselves.  For mor e information cal l  585-235-
0950.  Mood Swings Afrocentr ic Expressions is a
fourteen year business that sel ls products of Afr ican
and A fr ican American cul tur e.  In August of  this
year a Communicat ion Product and Service l ine
was added, which includes Satel l i te TV, Broadband
Internet,  Home Securi ty ,  Cel lular and much mor e.
For mor e informat ion cal l  585-7700536.  Color
Zawadi  r epresents  the  Af r ican and A f r ican
American cul tur e.   A business out of  Buffalo i t  has
been se l l ing one-of -a-k ind pr oducts ,  ar t ,  home
décor and much mor e since 1988.  For mor e infor -
mation cal l  716-481-0963.  Fat ima's Creat ions sel ls
hand crafted A fr ican jewelry sets,  r ings, bracelets,
cowery shel l  earr ings, hair  jewelry and much mor e.
In business for s ix years, these products are one of
a kind, di f fer ent and unique.  For mor e information
cal l  585-490-9699.  Hal lelujah Royal Heri tage Teas
is a business that manufactures and local ly grows
herbal and natural  tea pr oducts.   They come in
bulk,  loose and packaged tea bags.  Take i t  f rom me
they are d-e- l- i -c- i -o -u-s!    This business also con-
ducts four di f fer ent k inds of Tea Part ies.  The motto
is "From the Ground Up"; the mission is "To Serve
with L ove".   To learn mor e, please cal l  585-325-
5539.  About…Time has a thir ty-f ive year record of
being in business and successful .   I t 's Rochester 's
local magazine that lets the world know about the
Afr ican American e xperience around the world.
The latest issue of this powerful ,  thought provoking
magazine is dedicated to the Jena Six,  and educat-
ing the r eader on hate, race, history of lynching
and so much mor e.  I f  you don' t  have your copy or
a subscr ipt ion, then i t 's "about t ime" you did…so
cal l  585-235-7150.  You' l l  be glad you did!   Mood
Makers Books is a one-of-a-kind bookstore located
in Vi l lage Gate.  I t 's a "Community Place" where
you can see a local  art ist 's work on display, hear
poetry,  see one act plays, at tend book signings,
start  or have a book club, tutor ing for students,
chi ldr en act iv i t ies/events,  performances by local
music groups, purchases products of Afr ican and
Afr ican American heri tage, buy CDS, get a good
laugh and so much mor e.  Oh! Don't  for get that you
can buy books too.  I f  you haven't  v is i ted this great
place and the wonderful  couple that owns i t ,  stop
by or cal l  (585-271-7010) to ask about that book
that you need to pur chase and read.

"There was a low turn out,  but the people who
did attend pur chased merchandise from the ven -
dors and were very happy that they came", said
Mar ie  R ivers .   Each a t tendee a lso  rece ived
overview information on Kwanzaa, the Kwanzaa
Pledge,  The Nguzo Saba (Seven Pr inc ip les) ,
Farewel l  Statement and a schedule of the 2007
Kwanzaa Fest ival  (For mor e information on the
schedule cal l  585-234-KWAN).  A ddit ional informa -
t ion on other events in the community was also
handed out.

Enter ta inment was provided by the
Nat  Turner  Drum Ci r c le  (N.T.D.C. ) .
There was two hours of excel lent music
f rom th is  c i r c le  o f  power fu l  ta len ted
music ians.   Adul ts  and chi ldr en wer e
moving and gr ooving to the sounds of
the drums and instruments.  The music
f i l led the ent i r e bui lding and was exci t ing
and act ivat ing to al l  who hear i t .   The
N.T.D.C. was formed in the summer of
2006, with the vis ion of heal ing them -
selves, share spir i tual  Afr ican American
drumming in the R ochester communit ies
and honor the Cr eator.   When you hear
this drum cir c le,  you wi l l  th ink that they
have been p lay ing  fo r  years .   The
N.T.D.C. provides drumming at the Boys
and gir ls Club, var ious events and fest i-
vals in and around Rochester.  I f  you are
inter ested in having the N.T.D.C. perform
for an event,  please cal l  585-234-1641. 

This  was a successfu l  event  in  my
opin ion,  because of  those who came to
get  a " jump star t  on thei r  Hol iday shop-
ping" .  

Get A Jump Start
on Holiday Shopping

A bizarr e sensation 
pervades a relationship
of pretense. No tr uth
seems true. A simple
morning's greeting and
response appear loaded

with innuendo and
fr aught with implica-

tions. Each nicety
becomes more sterile and

each withdrawal more
permanent.

Maya Angelo




