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Blues legend Ik e Turner dies at 76

~ |lke Wister T urner (November 5, 1931 — December 12, 2007) was an

| American musician, bandleader, talent scout, and record producer, best known

~ for his work with his former wife Tina Turner as one half of the lke & Tina Turner

~ duo. Spanning a career that lasted half a century, Ike's repertoire included blues,
soul, rock, and funk. Alongside his former wife, he was inducted to the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 1991 and in 2001 was inducted into the St. Louis Walk of

Fame. Turner died at 76 years old at his home in San Marcos, California, near
San Diego.
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Tough Questions for the

Cultural-Crisis Pundits
by Dr. Algernon Austin

ural crisis for decades. As the evidence for these claims
weakens, the volume has risen. Instead of corecting the
pundits' factual errors and challenging their flawed reasoning,
the media have handed the pundits the microphone and
stepped out of the way. Below are just five of the questions jour-
nalists have failed to ask.
1. A Poverty Question for Mr . Pundit
Census Bueau data indicates that the stong economy of the
1990s led to a nearly 30 percent decline in the black poverty

P.mdits have been claiming that black America is in a cul-

Black -~ A message fr

om
councilmember

A dam McF adden

Dear Family Member:

Give your family and the children you know the gift of
your time and concern this Monday, December 17th from
6:30-8:30 PM as we continue our discussion of sengthen-

rate. This decline was the biggest since the 1960s. Some see thising Black families and establishing supports and safety nets

as evidence that when blacks have the opportunity to leave
poverty, they take it. Why, immediately after this historic
decline in black poverty, have you been claiming that bad val-
ues prevent black poverty from declining?

2. A Crime Question for Mr . Pundit

The Bureau of Justice Statistics shows that the violent crime
rate for blacks declined by 67 percent between 1994 and 2004.
During the 1960s, violent crime increased. Why do you claim
that blacks today have bad values elative to the 1960s when in
the 1960s there was a lage increase in violent crime and
recently there has been a lage decline?

3. An Education Question for Mr . Pundit

Several surveys show that black students value education as
least as much as white students do. One can look at the
National Education L ongitudinal Study, the education ques-
tions in the 2004 Survey of Income and Program Participation,
and Public Agenda's Reality Check 2006 survey to name a few
The long-term trends tests of the National Assessment of
Educational Progress show that black standadized test scoes
have increased significantly since the 1970s. The Digest of
Education statistics shows that the number of blacks eceiving
bachelor's degrees have increased by more than 50 percent
since 1995.

In spite of (1) attitudinal surveys, (2) test-scoe trends, and (3)
college completion tr ends showing that black students do value
education, you and other pundits continue to condemn black
students. What specifically do you see as the flaws in each of
the three types of research showing that black students do, in
fact, value education?

4. Another Education Question for Mr . Pundit

Current educational research points to a combination of
socioeconomic disadvantage and inferior quality education as
being responsible for the black-white test-scoe gap. Regardless
of race, students flom lower socioeconomic backgr ounds tend
to do worse in school than students of higher socioeconomic
backgrounds. Blacks on average ae of lower socioeconomic
status than whites.

Black students face the additional disadvantage of attending
schools of lower quality than white students. Educational
researchers have recently been documenting the lower teacher
quality in black schools relative to white schools, for example.
What specifically do you see as the flaws in the eseaich show-
ing that socioeconomic disadvantage and inferior schooling are
primarily r esponsible for the test-scoe gap?

5. A Rap Question for Mr. Pundit

The majority of rap consumers are not black. Rap scholars state
that gangsta rap receives most of its support fom young white
men. Do you think that gangsta rap reveals the values of the
current generation of young white men? Do you think gangsta
rap reveals the values of the curent generation of young black
men?

These ak just a small sample of the questions the black-cultus
al-crisis pundits are not being asked. Is there any journalist out
there willing to do the research and fact checking to ask the
tough questions?

Sociologist Algernon A ustin Offers His Assistance

"In less than 15 minutes, | can show any journalist that the
black-cultural-crisis claims are false," states DrAlgernon Austin
author of Getting It Wrong: How Black Public Intellectuals Are
Failing Black America. "I am willing to spend a few minutes
with any journalist inter ested in learning the truth about black
America, to the extent that my schedule allows," he adds. Dr
Austin states that a few minutes &amining mainly U.S. govern-
ment data websites will show that the cultural crisis claims are
based on faulty assumptions, bad data analysis and racial
stereotypes. Dr. Austin can be reached by e-mail via
contact@thorainstitute.com.

for our young people

We will once again meet in the auditorium of the Wilson
Foundation Academy at 200 Genesee Steet. Help us to
make peace and understanding a year 'ound priority for
our youth.

With the hope that the holidays bring us,

Adam McFadden
City Council
South District

Black Author T yr one Short
Challenges the Criminal System for

Tougher L awsto Pr otect Childr en
Tyrone Short Announces "Lord Please Hang em
High! Protect our Childr en from the Sexual
Pedophile! Purge the Evil from the Land! Give
them Three Days to Live! Or Have the Ruling
Authorities Booted out of Office!" at Lulu.com

Aurora, CO (BlackNews.com) -

yrone Short announces publication of Lord Please

Hang em High! Protect our Childr en from the Sexual

Pedophile! Purge the Evil from the Land! Give them
Three Days to Live! Or Have the Ruling Authorities Booted
out of Office! in conjunction with Lulu (www .lulu.com),
the world's fastest-gowing provider of print- on-demand
books.

There is a man out there in the shadows waiting for
your family to turn out the lights. He is waiting for you to
put your daughter to bed. He is the sexual pedophile and
he wants to do things with her. When will the governing
authorities administer the due penalty?

He took her when she was pure, and introduced her to
sin. He took her when she was without blemish, and left a
mark on her. At what point will the r endered sentences
reflect the severity of the crime?

Tyrone Short designed Lord Please Hang em High!
Protect our Childr en from the Sexual Pedophile! Purge the
Evil from the Land! Give them Three Days to Live! Or
Have the Ruling Authorities Booted out of Office! because
of the saddening number of families who have lost their
children to this plague of vicious attacks by these pervert
ed men. This book is a passionate outeach to those who
sit in office with the capability to make a difference for the
future of our children.

Lord Please Hang em High! Rotect our Children from
the Sexual Pedophile! Purge the Evil from the Land! Give
them Three Days to Live! Or Have the Ruling Authorities
Booted out of Office! is available for purchase at
www . lulu.com/PrinceTrog

Hold fast to dreams for if
dreams dielif e is a broken
winged bird that cannot fly.

~L angston Hughes
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Celebrated Y outh Confer
Leaves R ochester A fter Thr

by Rick Kern
fter three highly successful years,
‘N the city of Rochester has bid
farewell to one of its most
empowering assets for young people,
the Joshua Revolution  Youth
Conferences. A well-respected organi-
zation with a track record for positively
impacting the nation's youth, the group
has been producing the inspirational
events in western New York since 1993.
Their operation was so impressive
however, that it drew the attention of
the City of Rochester which made them
an offer they couldn't refuse in 2004.
The result was an etremely appealing
package including such perks as com
plimentary hotel rooms or reduced

ence
ee-Year R un

Revolution has reached over 80,000
people through its annual conferences
and evangelistic crusades.

The organization has made a decid
ed effort to create a multi-cultural envi-
ronment and be relevant to all of soci-
ety. For example, though it doesn't, the
group could herald this year's spealers
as a celebration in diversity. Including
people like Nicky Cruz, Reggie Dabbs,
Marcus Harris, Minh Chau,
Gonzales, and K. PYohannan, the ros-
ter features  African-Americans,
Latinos, Oriental, and Indian speakers.
It is more of a non-marketing market-

ing dynamic as Dennis Hussak again
explains, "We really haven't seen many

cultural barriers. In fact we run into

rates for staff and attendants as well as more denominational barriers than

inexpensive rentals of strategic facilities
that were crucial to the big league
events.

"We received tremendous encour-
agement from Rochester,” explains
Dennis Hussak the Joshua Rvolution's
Director of Operations. "City govern-
ment, law enforcement, the business
community, hotels, and many churches
stepped up to show their support for
us."

While in Rochester the group held
two themed youth confer ences and a
three day event at Fontier Field last
August. Called "Held of Miracles,"
before it was over the weekend confer-
ence drew some 17,000 people who
were treated to the insight and enthusi-
asm of former gang member, Nicky
Cruz and renowned African-American
youth speaker, Reggie Dabbs.

The gatherings are not exclusively
sit downs. For example, several teams
went into the worst parts of urban
Rochester to talk to residents with stag
gering results. According to Hussak
countless people were deeply moved
by the concern of others, even bringing
tears to many dry eyes and beaking
numerous hearts hamdened by the
poverty and violence that characterizes
their neighborhoods. "We hoped for
the churches to come together"
reflects Hussak, "and believed thee
could be a real transformation. That's
our goal, city transformation.”

The organization, whose offices ae
located in Niagara Falls, New York
where the events were held for years,
had migrated both to Buffalo and
Rochester for several years. They got a
surprise recently when they were con-
tacted by officials in Niagara Falls with
an extremely attractive offer to bring
the celebrated conference back to its
roots after being informed that a new
facility had been built a mere 20 steps
from their front door. After feasibility
study from their production company
that gave them the thumbs up, the
Joshua Revolution felt it was time to
return home.

Thus their 2007 youth event will be
held where it all started back in 1993
when just over 500 students and lead
ers attended what was then called
"Experience the Power" on Christmas
break. Since that time, the Joshua

racial hindrances."
That may be a fact; the group's

impact is as diverse as the races that

attend it. One of their mor e dramatic
success stories occured in 2003 when
an inner city pastor from Buffalo, New
York brought up an entire gang whose
lives had been transformed. Deeply
touched by the conference, they took
to the stage and shaed the remarkable
changes that they had embraced. The

impact was so sweeping, and affected

their way of life so radically, that it was
later learned contracts were actually
put out on some of their lives.

Hussak says the Joshua Bvolution
loves and appreciates Fochester and
hopes to return. "We'd love to do

another 'Field of Miracles,' he notes. "If

we could obtain some serious backing
from area churches we'd love to do it
again. We were hurt financially, though
it was worth it, and the weather was
pretty uncooperative."

"We look forward to returning, we
miss them and they are great people to
work with," he adds. "We can't wait to
work together again. Still, after hosting
the Joshua Revolution conferences in
other cities across America, we are so
excited to bring this conference back
home." This year's event talkes place
from December 27 through 30 in
Niagara Falls, New York. More infor-
mation is available by calling the
Joshua Revolution at (716) 284-8173.

Get your
EVENTS
published!

send to
events@minorityreporter
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Rochester Second Graders
Receive Calendars with Literacy

econd graders in the Rochester
SCity School District are each

eceiving a 2008 calendar that
promotes reading thanks to a local
company and a non-profit group.

For the second consecutive year,
Wegmans is contributing full-color
calendars supporting literacy to
District students through Rochester
Education Foundation's “Give Back,
Give Books” program.

A total of 3,000 "Read to Me and
| Will Be at Home with Books" calen-
dars are being donated to second
graders throughout the District this
month. They are being distributed
through city school librarians, who
are reviewing the calendars and
their positive messages about ead-
ing with the childr en.

On Thursday, December 13, rep-
resentatives fom Wegmans and
Rochester Education Foundation
presented calendars to second
graders at Helen Barrett
Montgomery School No. 50, 301
Seneca Avenue, in the library. The
event also included a reading activi-
ty.

“This donation gives families an

Xerox Romeo
Doty Scholarship

Xerox Federal Credit Union is now
accepting applications for the
Romeo Doty Scholarship! This schol
arship provides higher education
financial assistance to high school
seniors who have excelled in aca-
demic endeavors and have con-
tributed to their communities, school
and work.

In memory of Romeo Doty, a XFCU
volunteer whose dream was to make
higher education accessible for all
students, we're looking forward to
awarding ten $1,000 scholarships to
qualified applicants!

Applications are due on February 1,
2008.

For more information visit
http://www .xfcu.org/romeo_doty/
or call 800.XFCU.222

opportunity to emphasize to their
children the joy of reading and to
create a positive atmosphere for
reading at home,” said Interim
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
William C. Cala. “It supports the
work our schools do every day to
encourage good reading habits.”

"This is a terrific gift from
Wegmans that offers tips for students
and families to make reading a part
of everyday home life," said Ratricia
Braus, executive director of
Rochester Education Foundation. “It
is a valuable and helpful gift for city
students.”

The calendars are valued at $9.95
each.

Last year Wegmans donated cal
endars with a reading theme to
RCSD kindergartners.

Rochester Education Foundation
is a not-for-profit organization that
provides tools for success for city stu
dents and cultivates community part-
nerships with schools. Though
REFs “Give Back, Give Books” pio-
gram, more than 13,000 new books
have been donated to city school
students and school libraries.

Annual Community
Youth T ribute to Dr
Martin Luther King
at Phillis Wheatley

,Jr.

Library presents the ‘Annual

Community Youth Tribute to
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” 4 p.m.,
Wed., Jan. 10, 2008. Reverend
Denise Logan of Mount Olivet
Baptist Church will deliver intr oduc-
tory remarks. Youth groups from the
Adams Street Recreation Center,
Boys & Girls Club, Clara Barton
School No. 2 After School program
and SWAN After School program
will perform song, prose, poetry and
more to honor Dr. King’s legacy and
celebrate his impact on society.

This program for all ages is fee
and open to the general public.

The library is located at 33 Dr.
Samuel McCree Way, Rochester, NY
14608.

Please call the library at 428-8212
for more information.

The Phillis Wheatley Community

Barrington Irving

Continued from page 1

big dreams and work hard, the extraordinary is possible. | am honored to call

Barrington Irving a constituent.”

Irving departed from Opa Locka Executive Airport in Opa L ocka, Florida
on March 23, 2007 and returned on June 27, 2007. His 24,600 mile flight took
him to 27 cities around the world wher e he met with youth as an ambassa

dor of opportunities in aviation.

Representatives Hastings and Meek intoduced H. Res. 661 with 9 other
original cosponsors. The bill passed with 44 bi-partisan cosponsors.

U.S. Rep. Kendrick B. Meek represents the 17th Congessional District of
Florida which includes parts of Miami-Dade and Broward Counties. He
serves as the lone Floridian sitting on the House Committee on Ways and
Means and also sits on the House Armed Services Committee.

Week of December 8 - 14, 2007
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* Embellished suits

* Dresses

* Special OccasioAttire
* CareerWear

* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and

Dressed N fyle

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many
designer suits

Accessorie
* Sizes 10 - 34 262-3550
Celebration Sale Event Let us dress you

in style!

SPEAK OUT! BE HEARD

ZERO TOLERANCE, WHAT DO YOU THINK?

When you are stopped by a police officer do you know your rights?
Who can you twrn to if you feel you've been nustreated?

What do you think we could do with $50,000 a day to end violence m
our community?

Wednesday, December 19™
6-8 pm
342 Central Park

(Comer of Central Park and Third St. @ Christ Jerusalem Church)

Sponsored by the ACLU and Metro Justice Racial Justice Communittee
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TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621

HELP WANTED

General Laborers
458-1090
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STRA'GHT ...no chaser

by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Recognizing that all who read the
Minority Reporter may not follow the D

& C Blogs like | do, | felt the need to
share the following response | wiote in
response to a local town Blogger who
represents those who fail to accept, or
who has probably never investigated
the journey of blacks in this country.
Those who think because their family
and/or ancestors arrived here as "poor"
immigrants and faired well should be
everyone's story The initial discussion
focused on whether a controversial and
recent call for the recruitment of mor e
black teachers for the Rochester City
School District would indeed have a
positive impact.

The quote | begin with was excerpted
from the Blogger's entire comments,
but was the quote that drove my
response.

Blogger : "My Mother walked off the
boat in New York as a teenager with
NOTHING!"

Gloria : My ancestors were dragged off
a boat and SOLD into slavery. My par-
ents, who are no longer a part of this
dimension, took care of, and educated
their children as well. But they never
really overcame the stigma of our
ancestors or found total acceptance in
our society. My father feared what a
white person was in a position to do to
him and his family if he complained too
loudly about injustices. He was often
heard cautioning his revolutionary and
only daughter, who did then and con -
tinues to see the need for change in
society and the way people of color are
perceived and/or treated, in SOME are-
nas.

We descended from folks who did
not arrive as immigrants, guests or pec
ple fleeing religious persecution, or the
law, etc. Many were lynched, beaten,
raped and more. My bloodline is not
pure and easily traceable. In pursuit of
the vessels that bought my ancestors
here, the slave manifests | have poued
through bear NO first or last names of
"passengers.” Educating many of my
ancestors was against the law FREE
DOM was not a given and what little
was gained was paid for with blood.
The RIGHT to participate in a system
that governed them was via
Amendments to the Constitution, a
document written to assure protection
for whites only. The celebrated holo-
caust did not in itself affect as many as
the institution of slavery did. The deter-
mination and the quest to never return
to such atrocities is far more under-
stood in our society than the impact
slavery has had on blacks in this coun
try. That impact is primarily ignored,
trivialized, and determined as insignifi-
cant.

Other cultures, and classes who
immigrated to this country and may
have, in some cases, been subjected to
persecution, but they ALL could find
acceptance eventually with a change of
last name or religion. People of color
had to then, and continue to, face
obstacles ONLY because of the color of
their skin. Those who have "succeeded"
in overcoming obstacles in their path
are still treated as second-class, unwant
ed citizens. | know those who have
made millions, but because of the color
of their skin are subjected to acts of dis

crimination.

My argument, my thoughts, and my
feelings have at no time suggested that
parents are void of responsibility and
input into their child's education. |
believe what drove the question in the
beginning was based on whether black
and brown students in the City School
District are being failed by a system that
fails to hire those "culturally sensitive™ to
the needs of those children.
Insensitivity, which translates into a lack
of understanding, and exposure to a
people's history drives much of the
ignorance. That ignorance, to date,
perpetuates the failure to do the best
that can be done by SOME given the
opportunity and the char ge to do so.

The extraordinary noteworthy jour -
ney of your family's history is geat read-
ing and you should be proud. However,
when research in my family indicates |
had an Uncle lynched for looking at a
white woman, and kinfolks who wer e
Buffalo Soldiers willing to fight for their
country and not allowed to eat or sleep
with those who wer e white, | seek an
understanding as to WHY. Your history
and foundation drives you and mine
drives me. We are ALL products of our
upbringing. When | discover in certain
arenas that much of the mind set from
the early 1800's continues to «ist in
pockets of society in 2007 whele drugs,
violence, lack of education, and
teenaged pregnancy appear to be
dominant, the wor d genocide comes to
mind.

Blogger : "Yet, please be awae that |
am tired of hearing about cultural sen-
sitivity."

Gloria : The aforementioned and your
being tired does not ease any pain or
change any historical facts impacting
on the history, the lack of successes, the
inability to make correct choices that
exist in far too many today. The modern
day lynching occurring in the R ochester
City School district may not touch you
personally, since it is not your house
burning. However, being a member of
my community who along with others
is pro-active and in search of solutions,
| recognize the answer is sometimes
driven by the question.

With all due respect, your analogy
from where | and other blacks who
have been subjected to acts of discrim
ination in a variety of arenas is a com
parison of apples to oranges. Had our
ancestors arrived as Irish-American
immigrants | am confident the journey
would have vyielded a different set of
results, less disparities and a willingnesq
to do more than distance themselves
from the REAL issues.

PARENTS ar a child's FIRST
teacher. | AGREE wholeheartedly. But
that fact should not overshadow the
fact that SOME teachers, in participat
ing in the outcome of a system that is
graduating 39% of its students, is
beyond scandalous and begs a com
plete overhaul, not just on an adminis-
tration level. When any ADULT fears a
child they don't need the responsibility
of educating them. What is going on in
those classboms needs to be put under
a microscope and examined. What just
might be revealed is that "cultural
insensitivity" of many, may just be driv-
ing the negative results.




Read and R eap!

On Having High Self-esteem
by Denise Josephs

So, for instance, people who
are convinced of their inability
to make it on their own will
choose to stay in demoralizing
situations. Not believing in our
ability to make it on our own is a
result of internalizing many neg-
ative messages that have led to a
lack of self-confidence.

People with high self-esteem
like themselves. While they may
be able to name things about

themselves they would like to
change; overall, they regard
themselves with value and

eople of other cultures, respect. They ar based in reali-
especially  from earlier ty. They are keenly aware of
times, are unable to grasp

their outward circumstances, as
the concept of low self-esteem. ell as their internal feelings and
Self-esteem was not an issue, for knowledge. They feel fully capa-
people thought in terms of com- ple of altering their reality favor-
munity, not the self. It is report- ably through goals and purpose.
ed that the Dalai Lama, in 1990, They have boundaries so that
had difficulty understanding others do not infringe on their
when a western psychologist time, resources, energy, and
spoke of low self-esteem. The physical being without express
phrase had to be translated into consent. They are not cold and
Tibetan several times before he galoof. Rather, they see them-
could grasp the concept. selves as integrally connected to

Self-esteem is the belief in pyt still separate from others.
one's own competence to cope They are self-aware and their
with the basic Challenges of life lives are integrated such that
and that | am worthy of happi- their goals, ideals, behaviors,
ness. The self is the identity or and reality all operate out of a

personality of a given person as sense of self-knowledge.
distinct from others.

Signs of poor self-esteem
include: feeling inferior to oth -
ers, of not measuring up (as a
woman, man, employee, etc.) to
standards; fear of failure if one
were to try and make it on his or
her own; frequently apologies,
even for things that are not one's
fault; putting others down in
order to look better in one's own
eyes; an inability to accept com-
pliments; fear of rejection, and
so forth.

Denise M. Josephs is an educatospealer
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College RCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of Business
Administration, and owns her own compa
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is aamtly pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminay.

Willie Lightfoot inducted into
MCC 's Hall of F ame

City of Rochester Fire Department, an

enrepreneur and a minister. As a
Monroe County Legislator, Lighfoot

represents the 27th District and serves
on the Public Safety and Human

Services committees. A U.S. Air Force

veteran, Lightfoot actively served dur-

ing Desert Storm and Operation

Enduring Freedom.

Willie Joe serves on the boards of the
Monroe County Airport A uthority,
Monroe County Fire Advisory, Jefferson
Avenue Childhood Development
Center, Center for Dispute Settlement
and His Brances, Inc. He is a 2005 grad
uate of United Way's African American
Leadership Development Program and
Leadership Rochester. He also is the
founder of the "Cut The Violence
Initiative,” which helps curb teen vio -
lence in the Rochester Area.

Congratulations to Willie Joe Lightfoot,
Sr. for being inducted into Monr oe
Community College's Alumni Hall of
Fame, at the MCC Foundation's 18th
annual Salute to Excellence dinner,
held Wednesday December 12 at the
Rochester Riverside Convention Center

Nominated by Verdine Lightfoot, Willie
Joe Lightfoot, Sr. is a firefighter for the

New Entr

epr eneurship Guide Helps

Incar cerated and Formerly
Incar cerated Build Successful Lives

New York, NY (BlackNews.com) -

he journey that led Joseph
TRobinson to write the new

book Think Outside the Cell:
An Entrepreneur's Guide for the
Incarcerated and Formerly
Incarcerated (Resilience
Multimedia) began in 1992, after he
was sentenced to 25 years to life in
prison for a crime that had its roots
in his illegal drug business. Behind
prison walls, Joe developed a pas
sion for legitimate business by ead-
ing newspaper financial sections
that other prisoners threw away. He
traded cigarettes for books to build
his own business library and
became an authoritative financial
adviser to fellow incarcerated men.
And he convinced top W all Street
executives and others--including a
former U.S. Deputy Secretary of
State--to go inside prison to shae
their business knowledge.

With the publication of his inspir -
ing and informative Think Outside
the Cell, Joe is encouraging men
and women nationwide to use what
for many are innate entrepreneurial
gifts in order to build the lives they
want and break the cycle of recidi-
vism. This step-by-step guide is
packed with straightforward infor-
mation on a range of topics, includ-
ing how to get others to embrace
your ideas and help launch your
business, how to legally avoid tayes,
how to establish good credit and the
steps to tale to remove occupation -
al restrictions that many states place
on convicted felons.

Think Outside the Cell has
already won high praise, including
from John C. Whitehead, former
U.S. Deputy Secrtary of State and
former co-chairman of Goldman
Sachs; Steve Mariotti, founder of the
acclaimed National Foundation for
Teaching Entrepreneurship; Wahida
Clark, best-selling urban fiction
author; Nicole Lindahl, assistant
director of the Prisoner Reentry

Institute at John Jay College of
Criminal Justice in New York;
Catherine F. Rohr, founder of the
nationally  recognized Prison
Entrepreneurship Program, and
Julio Medina, founder of Exodus
Transitional Community, whose
work with the formerly incar cerated
has been recognized by the White
House.

Think Outside the Cell is being
published amid renewed efforts to
help the formerly incar cerated--who
are disproportionately black and
Latino--successfully eenter society.
But the reentry programs being
developed focus on finding jobs in a
nation where, according to a
Princeton University study, it is east
er for a white person with a felony
conviction to get a job than for a
black person who has never been
arrested. Think Outside the Cell
presents a lagely unexplored option
that can help give men and women
leaving prison a realistic second
chance.

Think Outside the Cell is pub-
lished by Resilience Multimedia, a
New York-based publisher of quality
African-American and Latino
books. Its founder is Sheila Rile, a
journalist for The New York Times
for 30 years who started writing to
the incarcerated as a volunteer for
the Riverside Church Prison
Ministry. Inspired by the rich talent
she found behind prison walls, she
started Resilience Multimedia.
Future titles will help the incarcerat-
ed and formerly incar cerated tackle
other hard challenges. And to pres
ent a more balanced image of this
population, Resilience will publish
books featuring formerly incar cerat-
ed men and women who have
become successful as entepreneurs
and in other endeavors. To order
Think Outside the Cell, or for more
information, please visit www.think-
outsidethecell.com

* No Job Too Big
* No Job Too Small
* lead Certified
* State Certified

Milton 585.230.6060 ~ Earl 585.414.6060 ~ Mik

Fax: 585.872.9121 ~ E.Mail: wilsonbr

Wilson Brothers rovals

Gonstruction

Ouality doesn't
cost...

It Pays!

e 585.802.6002
others@hotmail.com
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MmmmL

Offering Lessons in Voice, Piano, Strings, Guitar,
and All Instruments
Music TogetheClasses - birth to 5
Instrumental Jazz Lessons
Robert Pace Piano Lessons

more information contact
Deborah M. Brown
.610Dbrrcms@roberts.edu
ebsite aivw.roberts.edu/rcms

> WESLEYAN COLLEGE
side Drive, Rochester, NY 14624-1997
www.roberts.edu

face to the name

James W . Winston

James Winston is Assistant to the Pesident
for Workforce Development at Monroe
Community College (MCC) in Rochester,

New York. He oversees the workforce and
economic development activities of the

college. In this role, James works to ensue
that MCC provides local and regional busi-
nesses with the types of education/training
programs their workforce requires to stay
competitive. He also represents the college
in the area of community and government

relations.

Prior to coming to MCC, James was
Manager of Workforce Development for Monr oe County. There he coordinated
the Monroe County Manufacturing Partnership, an economic development
consortium of city/county public schools, colleges, manufacturers, trade associ
ations and local/state governments. James has managed various training po-
grams in the private sector, including Xerox and Delphi (formerly Rochester
Products). He has directed an alternative school for young adults, supervised
programs at a detention center and was president of a local not-for-profit
agency. He has also held human resource management positions at General
Motors and Xerox.

James has B.S. (Blitical Science) and M.P.A. degrees from the State University
of New York at Brockport. He has attended a large array of professional devel
opment programs and seminars including the Rincipals' Institute at Harvard.

James serves on the Rchester/Monroe County Workforce Investment Board

(WIB), Empire Zone Board (City of Rochester), Monroe County School-Business
Partnership, Rochester Institute of Technology International A dvisory for Multi-

Disciplinary Studies and has served on several Rchester City School District
advisory committees. He is a member of the Sigma R Phi fraternity.

James has devoted his life to impmoving both the performance of emer ging
workers (youth) and adults and the overall effectiveness of oganizations and
partnerships. James lives in Henrietta and is married to Lillie and has two grown
sons and three grandchildren.

W illlams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624
www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

247-043C

emations

day Memorial Sevice ’ .
Denise M. W illiams

President and Funeral Director

JANET J ACKSON TO RELEASE
'FEEDBACK' - DEBUT SINGLE A T
ISL AND DEFJ AM MUSIC GROUP
IMP ACTS J ANU ARY 7th

NEW YORK, Dec. 13 /PRNewswie/ -- International megastar Janet Jackson, who
has sold over 100 million albums worldwide and is the newest signing to the Island
Def Jam Music Group, has completed her first new single for the label with hit-
making producer Rodney Jerkins. "Feedback" will impact across-the-boad at all
radio formats on January 7th.

In a class all by herself, 5-time Grammy Avard-winning and Oscar-nominated
Janet Jackson is currently starring in Why Did | Get Married?, the smash hit movie
by Tyler Perry, which opened #1 at the bo x office. This is the thid motion pictur e
of Janet's carer, and her third to open at #1, following the success of Nutty
Professor II: The Klumps (2000), and her leading title ole in John Singleton's
Poetic Justice (1993).

Aff rdable 24

m%m'tﬂ ‘5

o« Heating » Aiv Conditioning « Electrical « Plumbing « Air Duct Cleaning

Steve Gonzalez

585 309-3039

Hablamos Espaiol
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Attorneys Br

own and Hutchinson

give back to the community

by Lynette Robinson

ith a focus on giving back to
W the community, the 7th
Annual Brown & Hutchinson

Holiday party was held Friday,
December 7th at the Bausch & Lomb
Winter Garden and hosted a roster of
some of Rochester's finest people.

The numerous attendees, including
lawyers, judges, community leaders,
and friends, were filled with excitement
as they presented their special chik
dren's gift, which served as their ticket
for entrance into the extravaganza.

The party featured music by Jimmy
Highsmith and serving stations of
healthy and delicious variations of veg-

U.S. Government Looking T

etables, salads, meats, and sauces. A

stately decorated tree took center stage
as it was surounded by a beautiful dis-
play of wrapped presents.

Michelle Hutchinson, Partner spoke
of the firm's decision to work with New
Life Fellowship Church and move the
children's gift giving to the 19th Ward
for the first time in six years.

"Our firm chose New Life Fellowship
Church as the organization to help get
the toys in the hands of children resid-
ing in the South West community
because we believe in the community
effort New Life Fellowship provides to
the 19th Ward, the Family Restoration
Project, and the Mission New Life
Fellowship has for the community of
Rochester," she said.

On Saturday, December 15, New
Life Fellowship will host a Christmas
party and has invited 200 children from
the following agencies to be their spe-
cial guests and ecipient of the gifts
donated at the party: #16 School, The
Boys and Girls Club of Geater
Rochester, and the Family Restoration
Project.

As tears welled up in her eyes,
Michelle described her feelings of hap-
piness watching the children last year as
they received gifts at the Community
Place on Rarsells Avenue. "I'm proud of
the effort of Brown & Hutchinson for
giving back to the community," she said.

Brown and Hutchinson is a full-serv-
ice law firm located in downtown
Rochester, providing legal services to
both businesses and individuals. The
firm was founded by Michelle Hutchins
and her partner Attorney, T. Andrew
Brown.

oAwar d

Mor e Contracts T o W oman-Owned Firms

Washington, DC -
ccording to the National
AAssociation of Women Business
Owners (NAWBO), only 3.3% of
federal contracts are awarded to
women-owned businesses. This is
despite the fact that the number of
women business owners is gowing at
twice the rate of other businesses.
In 2002, just $6.8 billion in Federal pro-
curement dollars was spent with
women-owned small businesses out of
a total spend of $235.4 billion. Although
progress has been made over the years,
the national goal of at least 5% has
never been reached.
Several organizations are working to
help the situation, by educating and
empowering women with the assis-
tance they need to become govern-
ment contractors.
Here are three excellent resources:
1) National Institute of Grants For
Women
This organization educates women on
how to apply for available grants, schol-
arships, and funds. On their web site,

they sell an exclusive e-book that is a
directory to nearly 100 different grant
and home business opportunities for
woman-owned entrepreneurs.
www .grantsforwomen.org

2) National Women's Business Council
The National Women's Business
Council (NWBC), sponsor of women-
biz.goyv, is a bi-partisan federal advisory
council created to serve as an inde
pendent source of advice and policy
recommendations to the President,
Congress, and the U.S. Small Business
Administration on economic issues of
importance to women business owners.
www.womenbiz.gov

3) Women's Business
National Council

This organization offers certification for
women-owned businesses, adminis
tered through fourteen regional affili-
ates. Certification is accepted by more
than 700 national corporations, as well
as state and local government agencies.
www.wbenc.org

Enterprise

p
In Chris
Ne w

~

ope Ministry

Speaking the Word, Guided by the Spirit, Activating thee Blessing

- Equipping Believers
- Changing Lives
- Building F amilies
Through Faithinthe W ord of God

155 Pinnacle R oad :: Henrietta, NY 14534

* Sunday Services - 8:00am and 11:00am

* Bible Study - W ednesday 7:00pm

* Prayer - Monday -Friday 6:00am

* Prayer - 2nd & 4th Saturdays, 8:00am
riday

riday at 7:00pm

* Noonday prayer every F
* Youth Ministry every F

585-334-8730
www .icnhm.or ¢
icnhm@r ochester .rr .com

Week of December 8 - 14, 2007



Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the
business you've built, the life you live.

438 North Street

Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax 585-546-3439

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson
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Independent Filmmak
a Voice thr

Rochester, NY- October 4, 2007
icholle La Vann, a local inde-
N pendent filmmaker working on
a new film, invites anyone who
has had a family member murdered on
the streets of Rochester this past year
to be a part of her latest production.
La Vann is seeking
individuals who
would like to tell
their story on cam-
era interviews for
her documentary
film "Homicidez."
"With other

community officials
and residents, | will
document this epi-
demic of murders
that plague
Rochester as well as
the proposed solu-
tions to the prob-
lem," she said.

Latasha Shaw's
recent murder
prompted La Vann,
a single parent her-
self to take action.
With her son by her
side and a tripod and camera in hand,
she is supporting her community by
giving them a voice through media to
shoot stories flom the streets. Stories
she says "a¢ seldom heard from main-
stream America."

"Politicians like Mayor Duffy and
Councilman Adam McFadden have

er Offers R ochester

ough Film "Homicidez"

spread the word on the streets that it's
time for people to change their think -
ing about 'Stop Snitching'- a practice
that discourages residents flom report-
ing crimes to the police and other
authorities,” she noted.
A strong advocate for human rights
and social change, La Vann hopes that
when finished, her
film will be a cata-
lyst for change for
not only Rochester,
but also other cities
facing similar issues.
In 2002, La Vann
directed and pro-
duced her film "25
Years 2 Feedom"
featuring Betty
Tyson, a Rochester
native who served
25 Years for a mur-
der she didn't com-
mit. The film
received numerous
awards for illustrat-
ing social justice.
La Vann, an
award winning film -
maker, received her
Master of Fine Arts
degree in Media Arts &
Communication at the City University
of New York. She has produced and
directed "110 Morningside" that won
numerous awards in NYC and featured
legendary "Last Poet,” Abiodun
Oyewole.

Jazz, Blues and Clarissa

by Larry McDonald

a fun and safe time out on the town,

look no more. The Clarissa, located
at 293 Clarissa Steet in Rochester, NY
is here to provide that exact atmos
phere.

Anyone occupying the place most
Rochesterians remember as The
Clarissa RPom or Shep's Faradise, had
better be ready to fill some awfully big
shoes. Owner, Lula Lewis-Dokyi and
her husband have quickly proven that
they are fit for the challenge! On
December 14th, 2007, The Clarissa
brought in Rochester's blues guitar
great, Joe Beard, to help celebrate its
Grand Opening. This proved to be a
much appreciated treat for music
lovers who missed what the old days
took from them and just what Lula and
her family run business intends to bring
back; an atmosphere so relaxing that
"you'd swear you were in your own liv -
ing room."

When asked what made her chose
this location for business, Lula stated
that she is always looking for opportu-
nity. So when the door unexpectedly
opened, she stepped in. Rully aware of
the rich heritage surrounding the
Clarissa Steet community, Lula is

I f you're looking for a place to enjoy

eager to become a part of that great

history. With 30 plus years of business
experience, Lula and her husband plan

to do their part in pr oviding a venue of

live music for fans to enjoy. What bet-

ter way to do this than by featuring

Rochester greats like Joe Likely and

The Midnight Blues Band, Coup
D'Villes, The John Cole Blues Band,
The Rhythm Dogs, and many more

Jazz and Blues bands.

East Pochester resident, Dan Young
said, "This was supposed to be a night
of cocktails and an early return home.
Then | passed by The Clarissa and saw
a flyer advertising Joe Likely playing
here tonight and | had to stop in." Dan
was a regular patron at Shep's Riradise
and The Clarissa ®om. Like many oth-
ers, he was upset when the bar closed
and access to the geat bands and
diverse group of fans were no more. "l
really hope this place keeps it up," Dan
says, "This brings back memories and
can be great for the city."

The Clarissa povides another posi-
tive part of the inner city so often over -
looked. The facility is also available for
small wedding receptions, and parties.
Hours of operation: Thursday-Sunday
5pm to 2am. For more information,
contact Lula Lewis-Dokyi at 585-454-
2680.
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Is Your Gr ocery
Cart Filled with
Healthy ltems?

grocery store is when you’re hungry.

While your tummy is grumbling, ther e
is a tendency to fill up your cart with every -
thing you see — even those items that ae not
S0 nutritious.

We all know that nutrition is an essential
ingredient to good health. Eating nutritious -
ly not only helps you to achieve a healthy
weight, but it also helps you feel energized
and aids in the prevention of coronary heart
disease and type 2 diabetes.

According to the American Heart
Association, cardiovascular diseases rank as
the number one killer of A frican Americans,
claiming the lives of 36.3 percent of the
more than 291,000 blacks who die each
year. Moreover, nearly 45 percent of black
adults in the U.S. have high blood pressue,
one of the highest rates in the world.
Compared with whites, blacks are more like-
ly to have high blood pressue, to be over-
weight or obese, and to have diabetes. All of
these factors raise their cadiovascular dis-
ease risk.

Many of us tend to think that healthy eat-
ing means skipping sweets and chomping on
vegetables all day However, you can eat
healthfully without overhauling your diet by
simply making sound choices. Listed below
are a few healthy eating tips from
www.blackdoctor.org.

I et’'s face it: The worst time to go to the

(1) Whether you are packing your own
lunch, dining in a restaurant, grabbing a
quick bite on the road, or preparing a home-
made meal, you should always try to find a
healthy alternative to high-calorie and high-
fat foods.

(2) In general, it is a good idea to opt for
whole grains, vegetables and fruits. These
foods easily eplace high calorie and high fat
options. For example, whole-grain bread is a
perfect substitute for white bread. Raw veg
gies with low-fat dip can satisfy your hunger
when you are in the mood for something
crunchy. And when you crave something
sweet, fruit is a delicious choice.

(3) Go low-cal by replacing rich foods
and condiments with low-calorie alterna -
tives that are still high in flavor. For example,
choose mustard instead of mayonnaise and
balsamic vinaigrette in place of ranch dress
ing. You can also eliminate excess calories
and sugar by foregoing soda and sports
drinks. Instead, choose flavord water, diet
soda or unsweetened iced tea.

(4) Choose low-fat, low-sugar and low-
sodium foods when available. Reducing the
amount of fat, sugar and salt that you add to
food can also make a difference. You may
also try healthy substitutions such as olive oil
in place of butter, a calorie-free sweetener
rather than sugar, and herbs instead of salt.

Filling your grocery cart with the afore-
mentioned items is a good start in eating
healthy and protecting your heart!

HEAL THW ATCH

Sleep for
Your Health!

good night's sleep is important to most of us
Afor a variety of reasons. | strive to get 8 hours

of sleep a night personally because | dort feel

as productive throughout my work day otherwise.
Add to this the fact that | just really am partial sleep-
ing. | love taking naps. | relish analyzing my dreams.
Sleep is an enjoyable thing for me. ¥t many of my
friends and acquaintances dont feel the need to
sleep as much as | do claiming that it interferes with
their schedule and things they want to do. My med-
ical student husband often used to tell me that he
would, “sleep when he was dead.” To which I'd r eply,
“I'd lik e you to live a long time though.”

Many Americans go through life getting only 4 or
5 hours of sleep a night. Business gecutives, doctors
and other professionals alilkk work long hours and
just don't seem to have time for this sleeping bust
ness. ¢t scientific studies seem to indicate that sleep
is important for our overall health and well being.
Sleep is estorative and allows the body to refuel itself
and its reserves. Rople who sleep 8 hours a night
tend to be thinner, healthier and live longer lives.

According to a study on obesity from Columbia
University, adults who sleep less than 7 hours a night
are more likely to be obese. The theory being that
lack of sleep disrupts the hormones that regulate
appetite. Furthermore reports from the Nurses’
Health Study run by Harvard University have linked

Signs of T een Suicide: A
Cry for Help

hen a teenager close to you says “l want to
W kill myself” or “If anything happens to me, |

want you to know that ...,” these may be
signs of suicide and a cry for help.

According to the Centers for Disease Contol and
Prevention, suicide accounts for 12.9% of all deaths
annually, among 15 to 24 year olds. Moreover, since
1980, suicide has doubled among young black males
in America.

According to www .nyp.org, many of the warning
signs of possible suicidal feelings a also an indication
of depression. Observations of the following behaviors
by parents and care givers may be helpful in identify-
ing adolescents who may be at jeopardy of attempting
suicide:

*Changes in eating and sleep habits

L oss of interest in usual activities

fr om friends and family members

*Running away

*R esorting to alcohol and drug use

Disr egard of personal appearance
*Unnecessary risk-taking

*P reoccupation with death and dying

eIncr eased physical complaints fequently associated
with emotional distr ess such as stomach aches,
headaches, and fatigue

oL oss of interest in school or schoolwork

*F eelings of boredom

+Difficulty concentrating

L ack of response to praise

irregular or insufficient sleep to an increased risk of
colon cancer, heart disease and diabetes.
Additionally a recent study authored by Dr. Lauren
Hale, PhD, of Stony Brook University, studied 32,749
individuals over the age of 18 subsequently discover
ing that African Americans and other minorities had

an increased risk of sleeping too little or two much,
with adverse affects to their health.

Sleep, though important for adults, is even more
important for young childr en. A study released in the
September issue of “Sleep” entitled ‘Associations
between Sleep Duration Patterns and
Behavioral/Cognitive Functioning at School Entry”
found that sleep deprivation in a child’s formative
years might lead to future behavioral and cognitive
problems. In this Canadian study children sleeping
less than the recommended 10 hours performed
poorly on vocabulary and cognitive development
tests as compaed to those children sleeping for
longer periods of time.

Therefore I'm not just sleeping for my own enjoy-
ment anymore but for my health! For while it is
important to balance all aspects of life and work
equally perhaps these new sleep studies will help all
Americans understand the importance of a good
night’'s rest. RRmember to make time for sleep your-
self and more importantly ensure that your growing
children get the suggested amount of nightly st too.

Happy
Holidays!

For inf o, visitour w ebsite
www .ia bf fl.com/pa ges/h2y ou
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Hip-Hop Music Ex ecutive, P arty Promoter
and Former P ersonal Assistant to R apper
KRS-One, Asks "Can Hip-Hop Be Holy?"

New York, NY (BlackNews.com) - Saideh Browne, former

Hip-Hop industry insider and personal assistant to espect
ed rapper KRS-One, now published author -- uses her
journalism skills to investigate the viability of holiness in
Hip-Hop cultur e.

"I grew up in Hip-Hop and after dedicating my life to God

| thought I'd have to abandon my Hip-Hop lifestyle," says
Saideh Browne, author of Can Hip-Hop be Holy? "l ingra-
tiated myself with the Holy Hip-Hop cultur e but quickly
questioned its authenticity because it looks and sounds
just like secular Hip-Hop and rap music."

After questioning many of her peers and conducting
countless interviews with "seasoned saints," Saideh began
her research; determined to conclude if the cultur e and
lifestyle she loved could be used to glorify God. The book's
compelling question not only cr eates a starting point for
dialog but opens the door to cross generational/cioss
denominational worship; if the holiness in Hip-Hop can in
fact exist.

Designed as an anthology Can Hip-Hop be Holy? con-
tains responses fom gospel rappers, media personalities,
celebrities and a host of everyday people. Some include:

* Gospel Rapper, Nova 4 Jehovah

* Djuan Coleon, co -CEO The Good Life Media Group

* Encouragement Speaker, Derrick Hayes

* Sean Pennington, CEO Flipside Entertainment Agency
* Rapper and Social Critic, Corey Red

* Radio Personality, Oliva Fox and others

Respected in both the secular and gospel Hip-Hop circles,
Saideh's book provides both insight and scriptural refer-
ences to substantiate and efute the holiness of the culture
48+ millions call Hip-Hop.

About Saideh Browne

After working as KRS-One's personal assistant and seeking
the truth about spirituality and metaphysics, Saideh made
her exodus from the Hip-Hop industry in 2003. In the four
years since, she has nationally eleased three non-fiction
books and traveled extensively lecturing on the topics dis-
cussed in her books. Saideh also serves as therBsident of
The Spealers Bureau Group, a New York City based lec-
ture management agency, whose brands include The Hip-
Hop Speakers Bureau, The Platinum Spealers Bureau,
The Literary Speakers Bureau, The Gospel Spealers
Bureau and The Domestic Violence Speakers Bureau.

In 2007 Saideh appeared on The Big Idea with Donny
Deutsch, Essence magazine, and was feated on the
front page of the Herald News and Bergen Record news-
papers.

I'm not comf ortable
being peachy but more
people need to start
spending as rmach time
In the library as they do
on the basletball court.

~K areem Abdul Jabbar

CLASSIFIED

To place a classified ad call us at 1-888-792-9303 e xt. 82

PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD FOR ONLY $10.00/week

SERVICES

JEANO T AXI
Open 24 hours, 7 days/week
10% off from
November 2007
to March 2008

Start Your Own AVON Business W ith JUST $10!

* Earn 50% Commissions @ Start * Set Your Own Hours
* Be Your Own Boss
Terra Smiley 530.0112 www.youravon.com/terrasmiley

* Unlimited Earnings Potential

:: Beauty Supplies
- Wigs
.. Hair Pieces
.. Accessories
787 Lake Avenue
Rochester, NY 14613
585-254-8320

HOURS: M-S 8am-5pm

IN FORECL OSURE?

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

Sun 11am-5pm

Sisters in Business

Dir ectory , Offering
Important Pr  oducts and
Services to the Community

Winner of the 2008 BlackWebAwards.com "Best
Site for Sistahs"

Newark, NJ (BlackNews.com) - Just in time for
the holidays. Are you a Sister in Business? Az you
an author, singer, caterer, realtor, tax professional
or florist? Do you own a salon, restaurant, public
relations firm, home-based business or sell cos
metics?

Whether your business is full-time or a side hustle,
you will not want to miss this unique FREE oppor-
tunity to network and inform others about your
products and services.

When you advertise in Sisterhood Agenda's
Sisters In Business Dectory, your business will be
listed on Sisterhood Agenda's website and you
will also receive:

* Category/Categories

* Picture of business owner/founder

* Business name and logo

* Address

* Telephone number

* Fax number

* Email

* Website with link

* Business description (50 words or less)

Generate new customers and clients! Uplift and
empower yourself and other Black women in the
spirit of sisterhood!

These business listings & FREE for one year

How can they find you and what you ar e selling if
you are not listed?

Feel free to share this information with friends
and family.

Add your entry dir ectly on Sisterhood Agenda's
Sisters In Business page: wwwsisterhoodagen
da.com/index.php?option=com_sobi2&ltemid=
43

Venus Williams
L aunches New
Clothing Line

Tennis sensation \énus Williams has partnered
with popular r etailer Steve & Barry’s, to design
and market a line of high-performance lifestye
and active wear (including clothing and shoes).
The new clothing line, entitled “EleVen,” is
extremely affordable and will be priced at $19.98
and less.

Although Venus debuted some of the gear dur-
ing the U.S. Open., the “EleVen” collection will
not officially hit Steve & Barry’s shelves until
November. The name “EleVen” means a lot to
Venus, as it is the addess whele she grew up in
Lynwood, California.

Venus joins a list of popular athletes and celebrt
ties who have exclusive collections with Steve &
Barry’s. She will appear in marketing promotions
as well as male personal appearances.

Venus, 27, is no stranger to fashion. The tennis
star studied fashion design at the Art Institute of
Florida and previously designed clothing she has
worn on -court, including a line for Wilson’'s
Leather.

Venus Williams took the tennis world by storm
beginning in the late 1990s. Both \&nus and
Serena have harnessed their commanding
ground strokes and thriving serves to rise in the
rankings in both women’s singles and womeris
doubles competitions. Coached by their father,
Richard Williams, the Williams sisters have been
credited with raising public awar eness of tennis
and with bringing the women ’'s tennis game to a
whole new level of power and athleticism. Venus
holds the record for the fastest serve ever
recorded by a female player in a main draw
match.
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