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On Sunday , August 4th, Oscar-
winning actor Morgan F reeman,
was airlifted to a hospital in
Memphis after being injured in a
car accident near his home in
Tallahatchie County , Mississippi,
The Associated Press reports. 

According to a spok esman from
the Mississippi Highway P atrol,
Sgt. Ben W illiams, Mr . Freeman,
71, was driving a 1997 Nissan
Maxima that belonged to his
friend Demaris Meyer of Memphis,
TN. R eportedly , the car left a rural
highway and flipped several times
before landing upright in a ditch
shortly before midnight on
Sunday . “ There’s no indication
that either alcohol or drugs were
involved,” Sergeant W illiams said.

According to Associated Press
reports, a statement was released
by Donna Lee, Mr . Freeman ’s pub -
licist, “[He] has a brok en arm, bro -
ken elbow and minor shoulder
damage, but is in good spirits.”
The statement added, “He says
he’ll be O .K. and is looking for -
ward to a full recovery .”

Mr . Freeman recently starred as
Batman ’s technical whiz, L ucius
Fox,  in the blockbuster hit The
Dark Knight. 
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“...despite the fact that, in
ar eas of the United States
such as Detr oit, Newark,
New Y ork, W ashington D .C.
and the Deep South, HIV lev -
els among segments of the
Black community appr oach
those of many sever ely
affected countries in A frica.”

U.S. LEADS GL OBAL
EFFOR TS AGAINST AIDS,
BUT NEGLECTS EPIDEMIC
IN BL ACK AMERICA
...Page 14



2 ::   www .MinorityR eporter .net

506 W. Broad Street
Rochester, NY 14608
Mailing A ddress:
P.O. Box 26352
Rochester, NY 14626
585-301-4199 ph.
1-888-792-9303 Toll-free
1-888-796-6292 fx.
E-mail:  info@minorityr eporter.net
www .minorityreporter .net

Publisher , Managing Editor
Dave McCleary
davemc@minorityr eporter.net

Assoc. Publisher , Business Manager
Pauline McCleary
pmccleary@minorityr eporter.net

Note: Copy editing for this edition done by
University of Rochester student, Kashika Sahay

Advertising
Dave McCleary
advertising@minorityr eporter.net

Distribution
Kandia Breedlove

Reporters
Rajesh Barnabas
Rick Kern
Larry McDonald
Anthony L amont Owens, II
Kevin R. Scott

Contributors
Gloria Winston Al-Sarag
Carl Smith
Dr. Robert W. Harrison, III
Denise Josephs
Joseph Glasgow, Ph.D.
Tumia Stokes

Advisors
Lydia Boddie-Rice
Rev. Roger Breedlove
Joseph Brown
J.K. Langkans
Regina Maye
Rev. George Nicholas
Michael Peace
Gary Thompson

Minority Reporter newspaper is a weekly com-
munity newspaper that serves the needs of the
"minority" community , especially African-
Americans in Rochester, NY. The newspaper
focuses on "building community" among our
readers and reaching out to our counterparts of
diverse race and culture.

Although advertising in Minority R eporter is
open to the public, Minority R eporter reserve the
right to reject advertising it deems inappropriate
for publication. A dditionally, Minority Reporter
does not assume responsibility concerning adver-
tisers, their positions, practices, services, or prod-
ucts, nor does the publication of advertisements
constitute or imply endorsement.

Minor ity R epor t er

w
w

w
.m

in
or

ity
r

ep
or

te
r.

ne
t Letters, Comments

Graffiti Artists Challenge

Mayor ’s Anti-Graffiti P osition
Published August 2, 2008

Good article, I was not aware of "FUA" and what it stood for.
The majority of the "art" that I see is really beautiful. The section
on Mayor Duffy is quite interesting. I would rather have the graf-
fiti on a billboar d then the alcohol advertisements. In communi -
ties that are predominately black or hispanic the alcohol adver -
tisments are everywhere, what about having a war on that?

Pearlie breedlove-luttrell

Yes, a really well written piece. The young man interviewed
makes some good points as to the contradictory points the
mayor has made. It will be interesting to see how city hall
responds to this.

Michael Stevens

Duffy is a Tool!
Guy Sumbody

Editor ’s note: Many people requested
more information to support our
August 2nd article “House of
Representatives Apologizes for Jim
Crow Laws, Slavery.” Here is the offi-
cial resolution passed by the House of
Representatives on July 29, 2008. 

Whereas millions of Africans and their
descendants were enslaved in the
United States and the 13 American
colonies from 1619 through 1865; 

Whereas slavery in America resembled
no other form of involuntary servitude
known in history, as Africans were cap-
tured and sold at auction like inanimate
objects or animals; 

Whereas Africans forced into slavery
were brutalized, humiliated, dehuman -
ized, and subjected to the indignity of
being stripped of their names and her-
itage; 

Whereas enslaved families were torn
apart after having been sold separately
from one another; 

Whereas the system of slavery and the
visceral racism against persons of
African descent upon which it depend -
ed became entrenched in the Nation's
social fabric; 

Whereas slavery was not officially abol-
ished until the passage of the 13th
Amendment to the United States
Constitution in 1865 after the end of the
Civil War; 

Whereas after emancipation from 246
years of slavery, African-Americans
soon saw the fleeting political, social,
and economic gains they made during
Reconstruction eviscerated by virulent
racism, lynchings, disenfranchisement,
Black Codes, and racial segregation
laws that imposed a rigid system of offi-
cially sanctioned racial segregation in
virtually all areas of life; 

Whereas the system of de jure racial
segregation known as `Jim Cr ow,'
which arose in certain parts of the
Nation following the Civil W ar to create

separate and unequal societies for
whites and African-Americans, was a
direct result of the racism against per-
sons of African descent engendered by
slavery; 

Whereas a century after the official end
of slavery in America, Federal action
was required during the 1960s to elimi-
nate the dejure and defacto system of
Jim Crow thr oughout parts of the
Nation, though its vestiges still linger to
this day; 

Whereas African-Americans continue
to suffer from the complex interplay
between slavery and Jim Crow--long
after both systems were formally abol-
ished--through enormous damage and
loss, both tangible and intangible,
including the loss of human dignity, the
frustration of careers and professional
lives, and the long-term loss of income
and opportunity; 

Whereas the story of the enslavement
and de jure segregation of African-
Americans and the dehumanizing
atrocities committed against them
should not be purged from or mini -
mized in the telling of American history; 

Whereas on July 8, 2003, during a trip
to Goree Island, Senegal, a former slave
port, President George W. Bush
acknowledged slavery's continuing
legacy in American life and the need to
confront that legacy when he stated that
slavery `was . . . one of the greatest
crimes of history . . . The racial bigotry
fed by slavery did not end with slavery
or with segregation. And many of the
issues that still trouble America have
roots in the bitter experience of other
times. But however long the journey,
our destiny is set: liberty and justice for
all.'; 

Whereas President Bill Clinton also
acknowledged the deep-seated prob-
lems caused by the continuing legacy of
racism against African-Americans that
began with slavery when he initiated a
national dialogue about race; 

Whereas a genuine apology is an

important and necessary first step in the
process of racial reconciliation; 

Whereas an apology for centuries of
brutal dehumanization and injustices
cannot erase the past, but confession of
the wrongs committed can speed racial
healing and reconciliation and help
Americans confront the ghosts of their
past; 

Whereas the legislature of the
Commonwealth of Vir ginia has recently
taken the lead in adopting a resolution
officially expressing appropriate
remorse for slavery and other State leg-
islatures have adopted or are consider-
ing similar resolutions; and 

Whereas it is important for this country,
which legally recognized slavery
through its Constitution and its laws, to
make a formal apology for slavery and
for its successor, Jim Crow, so that it can
move forwar d and seek reconciliation,
justice, and harmony for all of its citi-
zens: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives--

(1) acknowledges that slavery is incom-
patible with the basic founding princi -
ples recognized in the Declaration of
Independence that all men are created
equal;

(2) acknowledges the fundamental
injustice, cruelty, brutality, and inhu-
manity of slavery and Jim Crow;

(3) apologizes to African Americans on
behalf of the people of the United
States, for the wrongs committed
against them and their ancestors who
suffered under slavery and Jim Crow;
and

(4) expresses its commitment to rectify
the lingering consequences of the mis-
deeds committed against African
Americans under slavery and Jim Crow
and to stop the occurrence of human
rights violations in the future.

Source: The Library of Congress HRES
194 EH

A Message fr om T .D. Jak es
Published August, 2, 2008

AMEN, AMEN, AMEN!!!!!!!!!! My favorite verse in the
Bible is found in I Samuel 16:7b "Man looks at the out-
ward appearence, but the Lord looks at the heart". The
outward appearence may look great, but what is the
inward appearence of the person - what type of heart
does the person have? If we all would apply this verse
when we look at others, what a great world this would be.

Sylvia A. Ryndock

There is a saying that goes,"Self-preservation is the first
law of nature." With that said, it is clear that in order
for any one race or person to be respected, they must
first respect and take pride in themselves. They must
not fall victim to the lies and the stereotypes prevalent
in everyday life designed to drive them astray and
eventually lead to their downfall. They must have a
strong support system(i.e family, friends, and teachers)
to guide and train them, as the Bible says "in the way
they should go" while those who implement such train -
ing follow thr ough themselves. Also, most importantly,
they must certainly have a strong, healthy relationship
with God, the creator of all things, and those who teach
and guide them must also have the same as well.
According to Luke 1:37, "for with God nothing will be
possible."

Jermaine Oneil Jackson

House R esolution 194: Apology to
A frican Americans
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by Kashika Sahay

Due to budget cuts in State funding,
Monroe County Executive Maggie
Brooks announced on Friday that the
income thr eshold for day care subsidies
is going to be lowered from 165% to
125% of the federal poverty levels. In
real numbers, this means that a single
mother must earn less than $17,5000
annually, down from $23,100.  

The decision comes after several
months of lobbying and negotiations in
Albany to incr ease Monroe County
Funding. The state government
announced in early June that it was cut-
ting Monroe County's Child care Block
Grant (CCBG) allocation by 1.8 million
dollars, which will cr eate a 12 million
dollar shortfall by September of 2009.

In a press release dated June 12, 2008,
the Executive office implor ed the state
to restore funding. "The Governor's cuts
to child care will be a devastating blow
to low income families, making it much
more difficult for them to transition
from welfare to work," said Brooks. "It is
unacceptable for the State to deny
affordable child care to families fighting
to gain financial independence. I ur ge
our community to join me in taking a
stand against this shortsighted action."

However, the State has remained
unsympathetic towards the County's
cause.  In June, the Democrat and
Chronicle reported from the governor's
office, "If the county had been manag-
ing its money responsibly over the last
four or five years, they wouldn't have
this shortfall," said Paterson spokesman
Morgan Hook. "Monroe County has
been rolling over child car e funding
from the state and federal governments
for several years."

As a result, it seems that approximately
1300 children in the Monroe County
area will be affected by this cut in fund-
ing. Even families that are still eligible
for funding will have to pay mor e for
day care services. The changes will go

into effect as early as September 1st,
leaving families less than a month to
make alternative arrangements.

The June press release from the
Monroe County Executive office reports
that currently, "Monroe County is the
leading provider of day care for low
income working families, outside of
New York City. Over 8,500 children and
thousands of families benefit from the
County's day care program." Even after
the cuts are made, Monroe County will
still receive the largest allocation of
funds for day-care subsidies outside of
New York City. 

Although Brooks lobbied in Albany
against the funding cuts in late June,
she announced her intent to go through
with the cuts on Friday, August 1st.  The
same day, Democrats in the Monroe
County Legislature expressed shock and
disappointment at the announcement
in a press release.

"The change will have the effect of
pushing many Monroe County families
further into poverty by eliminating their
ability to provide safe, quality child care
so they can earn a living wage and raise
their family," the release stated.  

Legislator Carrie Andrews (D-
Rochester) said, "Today's announce-
ment is a slap in the face to the hard
working families in our county that
struggle to put food on the table while
keeping their childr en safe. I strongly
implor e the Executive to reconsider this
decision due to the long-term social and
fiscal consequences it will reap to tax-
payers. Numerous studies have proven
the long-term cost reductions to crimi -
nal justice, education and health care
expenditures when parents have access
to safe, affordable child care. Simply
put, this is the wrong direction for our
county."

As of the time this article went to press,
no comment had been r eceived from
the Republicans or the County
Executive's office.

County Ex ecutive Announces
Steep Day Car e Cuts for 
Low -Income F amilies

Editor ’s note: The Internet has been
abuzz in recent weeks with prepara-
tions for the Summer Olympic Games
that begin on Friday with opening cer -
emonies in Beijing, China. Staff writers
at the Daily Voice, a daily newspaper
that reports on black news issues, pub-
lished this story on July 21st:

-----

A
new report suggests the govern-
ment in China may be planning
the unthinkable: banning black

people from certain establishments
during the Olympics.

Tom Miller of the South China Morning
Post caused a stir on Friday, when he
reported that the government plans to
"crack down on 'undesirables' in the
bars of Beijing." Bars in central Beijing
have allegedly been told not to serve
blacks or Mongolians during the
Olympic games next month, Miller
reported.

"Bar owners near the Workers' Stadium
in central Beijing say they have been
forced by Public Security Bureau offi-
cials to sign pledges agreeing not to let
black people enter their pr emises,"
according to the story. Security officials
were said to be focused on the area of
Sanlitun, which Olympic or ganizers
"expect to be a key destination for for-
eign tourists looking for a party during
the Games."

Writes Miller: "The owners of five bars
that cater to an international clientele
in the Sanlitun area separately told me
today that they had not been contacted
by police recently about enforcing such
a ban or signing a related pledge,
though one said he had been asked
several months ago to not serve
blacks."

That prompted a quick response from
Chinese authorities, who deny any
plans to ban blacks or Mongolians from
participating in any activities during the
Olympic games.

But reporter Amy Beeman of AHN,
notes that "some Africans reported
being charged double what other's pay
as entry fees, and others recently told
the World Net Daily that they wer e
forced to show their passports prior to
being allowed into a bar. No one else
had to show such identification."

Chinese officials allegedly believe
blacks and Mongolians are largely
responsible for drug dealing and other
criminal activity , according to AHN.

Nine-time Olympic gold medalist Carl
Lewis, a Daily Voice contributor , will be
in Beijing next month and expressed
hope that the organizers would reflect
the true meaning of the competition.
"The Olympics is a global event for
peace and unity, and I would expect
the Chinese Government to accept all
people," Lewis said in an email mes-
sage today. "We've been down this
road before and I thought we wer e
past that," he added.

But at least one observer thinks the
whole contr oversy might simply be a
case of miscommunication. Beijing
Boyce disclosed his own findings about
the newspaper claim, and reported
that his sources tell him that some bar
owners were asked to "monitor black
patrons." "I talked to three Sanlitun bar
owners yesterday who said the police
did not tell them to ban blacks," Boyce
writes.

Another China observer, Jeremy
Goldkorn of Danwei, believes "it seems
highly unlikely that anyone with any
real authority would 'secretly' plan 'to
ban black people' from the city's bars."
Goldkorn also faults the South China
Morning Post for its anonymous
sources and says "the paper does not
seem to have any physical evidence to
support the article." 

Last September, police reportedly
detained dozens of blacks in the
Sanlitun bar district and, according to
witnesses, beat some with clubs,
including the son of Grenada's ambas-
sador to China.

China has constructed several impres-
sive new buildings, including the
Olympic stadium, and has been spruc-
ing up Beijing in preparation for the
summer games. The eyes of the world
will be watching the country for two
and half weeks as thousands of athletes
and tens of thousands of spectators
from across the planet flock to Beijing
for the games.

-----

The story published in the South China
Morning Post on July 18th was later
refuted by police on July 19th. After
much anticipation and hype, the
Olympic Games finally begin on Friday,
August 8th. The world will now be able
to see for themselves how people are
treated there.

Story reprinted with permission fr om
the Daily Voice.

Olympic Games:
Discrimination against
blacks and other minorities?

* Embellished suits
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* Special Occasion Attire
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* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and 

Accessories
* Sizes 10 - 34

Dressed N Style

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many

designer suits

262-3550
Let us dress you 

in style!
Celebration Sale Event

30% OFF with A d

178 W Main St. (1 block west of Washington St.) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM



4 www .MinorityR eporter .net

STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Irecall spending my pre-school
years in Alabama on a 195 acre
farm that belonged to my grand -

parents.  I had a habit of hanging out
with my dog, my pal, wandering in
the 90 or so acres of the mountainous
forest surrounding the area I came to
love and cherish.  If I was in any dan-
ger, it always seemed my Grandfather
or Uncle was always there to rescue
me, especially from the snakes that
either ignored me or were in attack
mode. In particular , they would kill
rattlesnakes.  They would often
behead them and always hung them
in a tree.  

It took me years to understand what
hanging snakes in a tree accom-
plished.  Though no real explanation
was forthcoming, I learned to attrib -
ute it to some Indian custom. The sig-
nificance was to ward off the other
snakes who might be lurking and who
might present a danger to those who
were not aware of their presence.

Over time, I came to learn that not all
snakes are dangerous.  The average
garden snake is harmless; he only
seeks to balance nature by keeping
the field mice in check.  Some snakes
however are poisonous and danger-
ous.  Beheading them and/or hanging
them from a tree, based on my expe-
rience, made the most sense to me in
ridding our envir onment of them. 

Snakes, unlike ants, bees and others
species, are single focused. They have
no conscience. They are not in the
hunt to feed their communities per se.
Their mission mainly focuses on them-
selves.  Their goals are not long term
or based on planning. Dangerous
snakes will strike when threatened with
the intent of killing their pr ey. And, as a
general rule, snakes are not found in
areas heavily populated by humans. 

However, most of the "snakes" found
in the inner-city walk on 2 legs and
attempt to camouflage themselves.
Some of them are so adept at hiding
in sheep's clothing that they don't
even realize they are snakes.
Sometimes they appear as "dogs car-
rying bones." Others have silver
tongues, have seemingly found
acceptance among their peers and
believe their movement has gone un-
noticed. Mor e often than not they are
allowed to continue in their r oles of
deception because there are no con-
sequences to their actions.  They have
literally lived a consequence-free exis-
tence, all the while participating in
the divide-and-conquer mentality

associated with their goal to look out
for self only.  

It is time to hang them from the tree.
Much like the branding that took
place with New England witches, they
need to be identified and ostracized
instead of being rewarded for their
participation in pr eventing the com-
munity agenda from moving forwar d  

This community has buried our share
of true community advocates, young
and old, who unselfishly sacrificed the
gold for what was right for their com -
munity.   Whether someone makes
money or not is not the issue with me.
How they make it is.  Being honest
and putting ones cards on the table is
what I personally respect as opposed
to those who feel the need to be in
everyone's camp at the same time
and think no one notices.  How many
gods can one worship at one time?  

Many are sincerely at war with the ills
in our community , and trying to do
the right thing.  During this time, the
"snakes" sit at the table in complete
agreement with the assessments and
solutions discussed.  Then, in the
darkness of night, they either walk or
crawl on their bellies to consult with
the enemy.  Their reward is a few
pieces of silver-all  the while failing to
see that the silver mine could be
theirs if they would change their
snakelike mindset. 

I equate the violation of trust as one
that is a serious issue.  If you can't trust
someone, why be bothered with
them.  My parents used to always say
that a person who will lie to you will
do anything to you.  Those of us who
are serious and actively engaged in
this war need to pay attention to
potential snakes at our table.  Some
folks are there for the wrong reasons,
while others are just dangerous.

You can't go to other communities
and get away with many of the things
that happen in this city. You can't go in
the suburbs and openly sell drugs on
someone's porch, street corner or
driveway. You don't see prostitutes
walking suburban streets.  You don't
see drug addicts infiltrating play-
grounds built to entertain and devel -
op motor skills of our childr en.  You
don't see 3 piece suits with silver
tongues, and lucrative consultant
contracts appointing themselves lead-
ers even though no one is following.
You don't see carpetbaggers who
arrive with their air of superiority
assuming everyone here is a country
bumpkin and they have come to save
us from ourselves.  

Some of my friends believe in keeping
their friends close and their enemies
closer, an admirable concept.  Snakes
can be blocked successfully by allow-
ing no space between the arms joined
as a united front.  However, when
they manage to crawl out of their
hole, I support beheading them and
hanging them from a tree to ward off
all the other snakes, if possible.
Enough is enough!

Hanging Snak es In A T r ee

THE UPCOMING ELECTION IS VERY IMPORTANT
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE T O HELP WITH VOTER REGISTRATION
CALL DAVID GANTT’S OFFICE AT 454-3670

Assemblyman, David F. Gantt Councilwoman, L ovely A. Warren

As the chairman of The Black GOP
of Monroe County, I recognize
the historical significance of the

times we're living in and take great
pride in Senator Barack Obama
becoming the Democratic Party's pre-
sumptive nominee for President of The
United States.

Senator Obama's greatest impact of his
historic accomplishments may not be
the implications of his vision for gov-
erning America. It will pr obably be the
joy and excitement fueled by the posi-
tive impact his triumph will have on
millions of African Americans, most
importantly the youth and generations
to come. Senator Obama's nomination
will help instill the belief that all men
and women are indeed created equal.
His message of "Change" has energized
a whole group of people who wer e less
than active in the political pr ocess in
previous presidential elections.

So I have a question for you: Are you
voting for "Change" or are you voting
for Obama? Senator Obama's message
of "Change" is not just a change in the
White House. It's a change of your
expectations of government. You
shouldn't expect your child to be a part
of a public school system with a sub
40% graduation rate. You shouldn't
expect to raise your family in a city that
competes for the highest murder rate
per capita year after year. You should-
n't expect your sons and daughters to
be considered lucky to graduate high
school without having a baby. You

shouldn't expect your local officials to
invest your tax dollars in dead end ven-
tures. You shouldn't expect your police
department to need help fr om sheriffs
and state troopers to keep the peace in
your community . 

The excitement that Senator Obama
has brought to this election cycle has a
lot of people jumping on the
Democratic bandwagon. For example,
you have Richard Dollinger who beat
out Willa Powell and Sandy Frankel for
the opportunity to run against Senator
Joe Robach. This is the same guy that
vacated his position in 2002 when
Senator Robach presented him with a
challenge. Where was all the enthusi-
asm two years ago when Willa Powell
struggled to raise money to even con-
tend with Senator Robach? Was their
any philanthropist donating money for
a "Change" in Albany? 

This election season, recognize the
people who are everywhere, all the
time, no matter the political for ecast. I
expect that by November you will r ec-
ognize the candidates that meet your
expectations. Not the ones that are
hoping to coast to victory on the back
of Senator Barack Obama. 

------
Kevan Sheppard is Chairman of the
African American Republican Committee

Ar e You V oting F or Change
or for Obama?

by Kevan B Sheppard Jr.

Ministers lay hands on and pray for Barack Obama
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Iwas listening to Johnnie Cochran's
daughter, Tiffany, the other day in a
CNN interview. Tiffany talked about

how thr ough her father's death from
brain cancer, she found her life's pur-
pose: to raise monies to fund cancer
research. All the money goes directly
to the Johnny L. Cochran Jr. Brain
Tumor Center at Cedars Sinai Medical
Center. Up to this point she had
already made her mark in the world of
journalism. She was using her gifts and
talents and taking advantage of those
opportunities that pr esented them-
selves.

Do what you can right wher e you
are. Some people are waiting to "find
their purpose" before they will give
themselves wholeheartedly to any-
thing. Sometimes, this is nothing but a
copout. It gives us an excuse to be lazy
and unproductive. Persons who are
not doing anything will never find their
purpose. However, if we would thr ow
ourselves into those opportunities that
present themselves to us, I believe that,
in time, purpose will find us. 

Use as much of your God-given tal-
ents and abilities as possible. Keep
growing. Learn all you can. Be active
and productive. If curr ent conditions
prevent you from using your gifts, then
dream of a time when you will be able
to use them. You can always do some-
thing, even if it only to dr eam. It was
found that those who survived Nazi
concentration camps were those who
used their ability to dream. They actu-
ally pictured themselves doing whatev-
er it was they were going to do once

free.  

Take advantage of every opportuni-
ty that presents itself. Opportunities
come to us all. Even when we blow
them, occasionally they double back
and come around again. Few of us can
explain how we just happened to be in
the right place at the right time. Life
has some serendipitous moments and
every now and then, we manage to
walk into some very surprising and
unexpected situations.  The opportuni-
ty to become an advocate for cancer
research was one such moment for
Tiffany.

Sooner or later, the time will come
where those skills that you have devel-
oped and kept sharp through use will
serve you. One may wonder about all
those years of studying journalism -
whether Tiffany's education wasn't
wasted. The answer: absolutely not. In
fact, her training in journalism, no
doubt, served her in her advocacy.
Although the situation that led to
Tiffany finding out what she wanted to
do with the r est of her life was tragic,
she was prepared when purpose found
her.

-------- 

Denise M. Josephs is an educator, speak-
er and writer. She is a former adjunct
faculty member of Houghton College -
PCMP and serves on its Board of
Governors. Ms. Josephs has a Masters of
Business Administration, a Masters of
Divinity, and owns her own company,
DeNicest Concepts.

Read and R eap!
What to do Until
Purpose Finds Y ou
by Denise Josephs

Send us your pr ess r eleases, 
letters and events. 

Email to:
events@MinorityR eporter .net
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Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
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you!

* House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

Recall -- Firm Press Release

Actavis Totowa Announces Voluntary
Recall at the Retail Level of All Drug
Products Manufactured at its Little Falls,
New Jersey Facility
Morristown, NJ, A ugust 1, 2008 --
Actavis Totowa LLC, a generic drug
manufacturer, is announcing a volun-
tary recall, to the retail level, of all drug
products manufactured at its Little Falls,
New Jersey facility. This is a precaution-
ary, voluntary action by A ctavis follow-
ing an inspection conducted by the
Food and Drug A dministration earlier
this year. 
The inspection at Little Falls revealed
operations which did not meet the
FDA's or Actavis' standards for good
manufacturing practices.  Actavis
Totowa is voluntarily r ecalling these
products from the pharmacy/retail
level, which includes wholesalers and
hospitals. The company has informed
the FDA regarding this action.
This action is not prompted by product
complaints or health hazards associated
with the pr oducts, which are all pre-
scription medications. Patients who
may have these medicines in their pos-
session should continue to take them in
accordance with their pr escriptions, as
the risk of suddenly stopping needed
medication may place patients at risk.
If patients should wish to obtain
replacement medications and/or pre-
scription, they should contact their
health care professional or pharmacist.
For more information r egarding this
market action, please visit
www.actavis.us/RecallFAQ.
Recall letters have been issued to
wholesalers and retailers, instructing
them to return product to Capital
Returns, Milwaukee, WI.
Actavis Totowa, LLC is a United States
subsidiary of Actavis Group hf.  This
voluntary action is limited only to the
Actavis Totowa products manufactured
in the Little Falls, NJ facility listed
below.  Products manufactured by
Actavis Elizabeth LLC, Actavis South
Atlantic LLC, Actavis Mid Atlantic LLC
or Actavis products manufactured in
other facilities are thus not impacted by
this recall.

List of medications affected:
Amantadine 100mg capsules
Amibid DM ER tablets
Amibid DM tablets
Amidrine capsules
Amigesic 500 mg caplets and 750 mg
caplets
Amitex PSE tablets
Bellamine S tablets
Betaxolol 10 mg and 20 mg tablets USP
Buspirone HCL 5 mg, 10 mg, 15 mg
and 30mg tablets
Carisoprodol & Aspirin tablets
Carisoprodol 350mg tablets
Carisoprodol, Aspirin & Codeine tablets
Chlordiazepoxide w/ Clidinium Br omide
capsules
Chlorzoxazone 250mg
Choline Magnesium Trisalicylate 500
mg, 750 mg and 1000 mg tablets
Cilostazol tablets 100mg
Cyclobenzaprine HCL 5 mg and 10 mg
Dexchlorpheniramine Maleate 4 mg
and 6 mg tablets
Dipyridamole 25 mg, 50mg, and 75 mg

tablets
Glyburide 1.5 mg, 3.0 mg and 6.0 mg
tablets
Guaifenesin & Codeine Phosphate
tablets
Guaifenesin & Phenylephrine tablets
Guanfacine 1.0 mg and 2.0 mg HCl
tablets
Hydrocodone & Homatr opine tablets
Hydromorphone HCl tablets
Hydroxyzine 10 mg, 25 mg
Hyoscyamine Sulfate 0.125 mg (oral)
tablets
Hyoscyamine Sulfate 0.125 mg SL
Hyoscyamine Sulfate 0.375mg SR
tablets
Isradipine 2.5 mg and 5 mg capsules
Loxapine 5 mg, 10 mg, 25 mg, and 50
mg capsules
Meclizine Chewable 25 mg tablets
Meloxicam 7.5 mg and 15 mg tablets
Meperidine & P romethazine capsules
Meperidine HCl 100 mg and 50 mg
tablets
Methenamine Mandelate 0.5 g and 1.0
g tablets
Mirtazapine 15 mg, 30 mg, and 45 mg
tablets
Mirtazapine OD tablets, 15 mg, 30 mg
and 45 mg
Multi-ret Folic 500 mg tablets
Multi-vita-bets 0.5 mg and 1.0 mg FL &
FE tablets
Multi-vita-bets 0.25 mg, 0.5 mg and 1
mg FL tablets
Naltrexone 50mg tablets
Oxycodone & A cetaminophen 5/500mg
capsules
Oxycodone HCl 5 mg capsules
Oxycodone HCl 5 mg, 15 mg and 30
mg tablets
Oxycodone & A cetaminophen 5/500mg
capsules
Oxycodone HCl 5 mg capsules
Oxycodone HCl 5 mg, 15 mg and 30
mg tablets
Pentazocine & Acetaminophen tablets
Pentazocine & Naloxone tablets
Phendimetrazine Tartrate 35mg tablets
Phenazopyridine HCl 100 mg and 200
mg tablets
Phentermine HCl 37.5 mg tablets
Phentermine HCl 15 mg, 30 mg and
37.5 mg capsules
Prenatal Formula 3 tablets
Prenatal Plus 27 mg FE tablets
Prenatal Rx tablets
Quinaretic 10mg/12.5mg, 20 mg/12.5
mg and 20 mg/25 mg tablets
Rifampin 300mg capsules
Sodium FL 0.5 mg and 1.0 mg tablets
Tizanidine HCl 2 mg and 4 mg tablets
Trimethobenzamide 300mg capsules
Ursodiol capsules, 300mg
Trimipramine Maleate 25mg, 50mg,
100mg capsules
Trivita 1 mg FL tablets
Vitacon Forte capsules
Vitaplex Plus tablets
Vitaplex tablets (FC)

FDA posts press releases and other
notices of recalls and market with-
drawals from the firms involved as a
service to consumers, the media, and
other inter ested parties. FDA does not
endorse either the product or the com -
pany.
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Tea with Aunty

by Kashika Sahay

This is the third installment of a six part
series called Tea with Aunty that explores
what it means to be part of an ethnic cul -
ture while living in the Rochester com-
munity.

------

Deana Beckford is proud to be
Jamaican. When she fills out a form that
asks for ethnicity, she often finds herself
creating a box for Jamaican. "[I will
check] Black," she says, "but I will not
check African American." She is proud
of her accent and the country that she
grew up in.  

I do not know the solution to this "bo x
checking" question. On a form, we can-
not possibly list every country people
have immigrated from. Yet at the same
time, I know I would not lik e to be iden-
tified by the color of my skin as someone
of 'Brown American' descent. Ideally, we
wouldn't need to have forms that asked
for our race or cultural, but until that day
arrives, I don't know that a solution can
be found. It seems that no matter how
politically corr ect we try to be, we
inevitably end up offending someone. 

I am somewhat mystified by the fact that
people have to check a box to identify
their race. Until Deana brought this up, I
had never fully appreciated the fact that
"Black" and "African American" are not
mutually exclusive. Just because some-
one's skin color is black does not mean
they have emigrated from Africa.

Beckford is straightforward about her
cultural beliefs. She is glad to be in
America, but at the same time holds on
tightly to a Jamaican way of life. "I feel
like if I let go of my culture, I let go of
myself. This is my identity. This is who I
am," she asserts

She has adapted to an American way of
life without compr omising the cultural
ideals she believes in. In schools and at
home, Beckford was shocked by the lack
of respect for elders. "[In Jamaica], a
teacher is almost like a second
parent...and if your parent tells you
something, you obey it without answer-
ing back," she says. 

Social customs are also different.
Beckford continues to puzzle over the
custom of giving thank you cards after

receiving a gift. "If I give you a gift, I want
you to accept it and then forget about it.
I don't expect anything in return," she
declares. She recalls with sadness an
incident, as a new immigrant, when she
received a gift from a family and she did-
n't give them a thank-you note. At that
time, she did not know about the cus-
tom. "I still think about it sometimes. I
hope they do not feel badly about it," she
comments.

I imagine adjusting to the American way
of life must be difficult for many immi -
grants because they do not want to lose
the identity of their country , but at the
same time they want to belong here in
America.
Beckford immigrated to America in 1994
with her husband and thr ee sons.

To read full blog entries on each
Aunty go to , www .teawithaunty .com

About the Column
Tea with Aunty is a six-segment project
with mission to understand the impor -
tant elements of different cultures. I
chose the word Aunty for this series,
because I feel it shows respect and affec-
tion for each lady’s advice.
Understanding my Aunties can help me
better understand my cultural heritage
and ultimately, myself. Through this
series, I’d like to find the most important
parts of building cultur e and how it is
passed down from elders to children.
Each segment focuses on an Aunty and
a general theme that she has conveyed
to me through teatime conversations.
This project is funded by the University
of Rochester Innovative Journalism
Fellowship.

face to the name

David Dey
In 1991, David Dey shifted careers
from public accounting to social
entrepreneurship. He spent the next
fifteen years working and gaining
community development e xperience.
In 2001, as part of his master's thesis,
David began developing the concept
that led to the formation of the
Institute for Social Entrepreneurship.
In 2002, he secured a $280,000
research grant from the B. Thomas
Golisano Foundation and launched of
the Institute for Social
Entrepreneurship at Roberts Wesleyan
College. Three years later, he began
the development of RISEGO, Inc. to
create young Social Entrepreneurs
and to establish unique programs that

target at-risk youth. Since then, David has been focused on develop-
ing a center dedicated to cr eating the next generation of Social
Entrepreneurs. 

David believes in innovative and scalable solution that addresses a
critical issue faced by communities. The Social Entpreneurship
Center model serves as a catalyst for neighborhood economic devel-
opment and pr ovides viable sites for the youth to market and sell
their pr oducts and services. David says, "I have devoted my time, tal-
ent and resources to develop an innovative solution to this pressing
social need. Providing youth with an opportunity to be Social
Entrepreneurs will reduce violence and negative behaviors among
young men and solve their economic needs. I passionately want to
see young people engage and improve their communities thr ough
Social Entrepreneurship." His project has been featured at WXXI, our
local PBS station, and in several local and national publications.

David is currently President/CEO of RISEGO Inc. He lives in
Rochester with his wife and four kids. 

-----------------

For pr ofiles of other Community L eaders
featured in our “F ace to the Name,” visit

our website at
www .MinorityR eporter .net

Deana Beckfor d: A djusting to
Differ ent Customs

Deana Beckford

“Y OUTH V OICE, ONE VISION”
YOUTH COUNCIL TO HOST 6TH
ANNU AL SAL UTE TO Y OUTH

Over 50 youth who have gone beyond expectations to help improve their com -
munities will be recognized during the 6th Annual Salute to Youth event,  5 - 8
p.m., Thurs., Aug. 14 at the Ontario Beach Roger Robach Community Center, 200
Beach Ave. The event is hosted by the Rochester-Monroe County Youth Voice,
One Vision youth council and sponsored by the City’s Department of Recreation
& Youth Services and Rochester Gas & Electric. 

“Our youth ar e our greatest promise for a bright tomorr ow,” said Mayor Robert
Duffy. “Their fresh insight and enthusiasm for a better world gives all of us the
courage to step up to the challenges. We salute each of these youth as exemplary
models for us to follow.”

Youth were nominated by members of their own communities for actions worthy
of recognition. Awards include, Youth Community L eader, Youth Asset Builder
and Adult Asset Builder. Several special awards will also be given to outstanding
involved youth - the RG&E Electrifying Youth Award, the RG&E Electrifying Adult
Award and the Gandhi Peace Keeping Award.

The event will also feature performances by local youth, free food and family fun
events. For further details: 428-7371.

“Without love,
benevolence
becomes egotism.”

~Martin Luther King, Jr .
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* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

Radio One's Interactive Unit
Cr eates The L ar gest Online A frican-
American Community
Interactive One Network Includes NewsOne, TheUrbanDaily, HelloBeautiful and
Black Planet 

New York, NY (PRWEB) August 4, 2008 -- Interactive One, LLC the digital connec-
tion for Black America and the new digital division of Radio One, Inc.
(NASDAQ:ROIAK and ROIA), the largest African-American multimedia company ,
launches three new content-driven websites: NewsOne, TheUrbanDaily and
HelloBeautiful. The three sites will join BlackPlanet, the premiere social network-
ing site for African-Americans, acquired by Radio One earlier this year, making it
the largest online media entity for African-Americans reaching more than 6 mil-
lion unique visitors monthly. This announcement comes just a few weeks after
Radio One announced the results of its "Black American Survey," the largest ever
national survey of African-Americans. The survey showed that nearly 68% of
African-Americans are now online compar ed with 71% of all Americans, proving
that the digital divide is now closed. The study also shows that more than 16 mil-
lion African-Americans are currently using broadband, a number that is projected
to grow by 31% to 21 million by 2009. 
"Interactive One is the largest and most comprehensive digital network for
African-Americans," said Smokey D. Fontaine, Chief Content Officer, Interactive
One. "Our family of targeted content sites and our social network enables users to
find original and intelligent content tailor ed to African-American's interests and
needs and to engage in conversation with the Black community online." 
NewsOne.com provides up to the minute, compr ehensive coverage of newswor-
thy events relevant to African-Americans across the country and the world.
NewsOne features a combination of syndicated news agency content from trust-
ed sources including the Associated Press, original news reporting from a nation-
wide stringer network focused on gathering authentic, local content and opinion
blogs from some of the most provocative minds in Black America. The site pro-
vides its viewers with a rich, multimedia experience and an unprecedented level
of interactivity that leverages the BlackPlanet social networking platform. 
TheUrbanDaily.com serves as the eyes and ears for African-Americans looking for
a one-stop, comprehensive destination for entertainment news, information, gos-
sip and opinion and original celebrity interviews. F eatured programming includes
content on urban music, film, TV, fashion, style and pop culture. With an empha-
sis on rich media audio and visual experiences, TheUrbanDaily boasts access to
the hottest stars and offers exclusive content distributed over all of Radio One's
radio, television and print platforms. This new destination engages its audience
with innovative interactive elements that tak e full advantage of Radio One's
immense audience and makes good on the web's promise of great community-
based content. 
HelloBeautiful.com, curr ently in Beta, will celebrate the lives and style of African-
American women with a dynamic daily mix of fashion, beauty , entertainment and
relationship content. With up-to -date and engaging news, tips, tools and empow-
ering lifestyle advice, HelloBeautiful will serve as an on-line gathering place for
urban women looking for a daily online destination that they can trust and enjoy .
Featured bloggers will drive conversation on topics from hair to make-up and
celebrity styling, provide insight and access to top talent and foster Black women's
ability to live life to its fullest. 
"We are growing rich online e xperiences across our network of sites, serving the
multitude of demographics within the A frican-American community ," said Alfred
C. Liggins III, CEO Radio One, Inc. "This is a critical and growing part of our media
platform that r eaches over 20 million African-Americans every month across
radio, TV, print and online." 
In April, Radio One's Interactive One unit acquir ed the social networking compa-
ny, Community Connect Inc., a family of social-networking brands including
BlackPlanet.com, MiGente.com, and AsianAve.com. Community Connect's lead-
ing social network, BlackPlanet, was launched in 1999 and has consistently attract-
ed the largest online audience of African-Americans. The network draws in over
17 million members, with over 6 million monthly unique visitors and 400 million
page views per month. BlackPlanet features member aggregated news, events,
video, photo sharing and social networking, along with gr oups, forums, and blogs. 

RISEGO's  "Women in Social
Entrepreneurship" series is specifically
gear at empowering local women in
business.   This unique training series
was developed in cooperation with the
Institute for Social Entrepreneurship.
The four women in the photo complet -
ed the certificate-based series on July
31, 2008 after attending 5 customized
training classes. They are the first gradu-
ates of RISEGO's Women in Social
Entrepreneurship series.

The series is designed to help women
explore how their existing or new busi-
ness can make a profit and a "world of
difference."  It targets existing women
businesses, professionals and home
engineers that are currently in business
or women inter ested in utilizing their
skills and talents to launch a new busi-

ness or social venture.  The series is
designed to provide Women Social
Entrepreneurs with the essential tools
and winning business concept that bal-
ances the business or social venture
along with life demands

These women met 6 hours a week for
five consecutive weeks and obtain a cer-
tificate of completion fr om the Institute
for Social Entrepreneurship, a nationally
recognized program. The program is
geared toward existing business owners
that want to expand the influence of
their business or women with great ideas
that are interested in exploring a new
business concept.  If you are interested
in taking the Women in Social
Entrepreneurship series, contact Risego
at 413-3388.

Photo Caption: Participants (Graduates Left to Right) Barbara Cesareo, Shavonne Ogden,
Melinda Hensler and Daun Nicholas

Risego celebrated the graduation of
its first co -hort of W omen Social
Entr epr eneurs

INSTANT GRATIFICATION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote

or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent
2018 Latta Road
Rochester, NY 14612
Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company. Bloomington, IL* Insurance and discounts subject to qualifications.

Call my office 24/7
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Floral Boutique Florist
607 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in 
same location!

Favors for all occasions

www .minorityr eporter .net



The Annual Sankofa Festival of the
Arts have added a Friday theatre event
as the grand opening to the Festival
scheduled for August 23, 2008. "An
Evening of Theatre and Jazz" will be
held on Friday, August 22, 2008 at 7:30
p.m. at the Dazzle Theater, located 112
Webster Avenue, Rochester, New York.  

The opening event will showcase three
Rochester playwright's work. A recep-
tion with the writers and actors will fol -
low the performance. Variance
Recording Artist Jimmie Highsmith, Jr .
will pr ovide smooth jazz during the
evening.

The playwrights were selected form
seven local writers who submitted one
act plays to Mood Makers Books
Theatre One Project, which gives local
playwrights a showcase to present their
works. A play reading of the seven
plays were performed at MMB,
October of 2006 and three plays were
selected to be staged. "These plays are
a perfect grand opening event to the
Saturday Festival", states Curtis Rivers,
producer/dir ector of MMB Theatre
One. 

The works to be showcased August 22,
at Dazzle Theater are:

* Give a Little/Give a Lot" by Laura A.
Thomas,
* Manly Virtue" By David Anderson -
Sankofa, and
* Black Man Blue" by Robert Djed
Snead.

Faruk Kaiyum of Kaiyum Gallery and
Curtis Rivers of Mood Makers Books
are the contacts for the opening event
and festival. Play tickets are $10.00 in
advance and $15.00 at the door. For
ticket purchase, contact Mood Makers
Books - 585-271-7010 or Kaiyum
Gallery - 585-442-9892.

Saturday's Sankofa Festival will feature,
African Drumming, A frican/Caribbean
Dance, Re-enactments, Inspirational
Gospel, Poetry, Blue/Spoken Word,
and Jazz.
There will also be Food Vendors, Yoga
Classes, a Children's Zone.  Other
activities include -
Health/Wellness/Beauty Square, and
Cultural Information.  The highlight
will be a tour of the Civil Right Bus and
the community awar ds presentations.

The festival is open to public - see you
there!

SANK OFA FESTIV AL OF
THE ARTS EXP ANDING

A fter a summer break, the
Rochester Museum & Science
Center's popular Science

Saturdays begin again this fall with a
program all about "Robotics!" on
September 6, 11am–4pm at the
Strasenburgh Planetarium. Meet FIRST
LEGO League teams and coaches from
schools in the Finger Lakes Region.
Learn about their 2008 Challenge,
"Climate Connections." 

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition
of Science and Technology) is a multina-
tional non -profit organization that
aspires to make science, math, engineer-
ing, and technology as cool for kids as
sports are today. Dean Kamen, inventor
of the Segway Human Transporter,
founded FIRST in 1989. FIRST operates
the FIRST Robotics Competition in
which teams of high school students,
sponsored and assisted by local compa-
nies and volunteers, design, assemble,
and test a robot capable of performing a
specified task in competition with other
teams. FIRST also runs the FIRST LEGO
League for children 9–14 years old.

Organizers expect 80 to 100 teams based
in schools, scout troops, churches, or
other groups, to participate in FIRST
LEGO League activities in the Finger
Lakes region this year. A team requires
ten young people and at least one adult
coach, who collaborate to carry out the
Project and Robot Challenges. The
FIRST LEGO League website describes

the 2008 Challenge theme, Climate
Connections, as follows:  "Discover the
links between science, people, resources
and communities. Unearth how we
learn about past climates and delve into
questions surrounding our curr ent and
future climatic conditions. Join FIRST
LEGO League teams in creating a glob-
al game plan as they make these Climate
Connections!"

The Qualifying Tournaments take place
on November 22, 2008. The
Championship Tournament will be held
at the University of Rochester on
December 7. Come meet students and
coaches who are preparing to meet the
Challenge, and find out how you can get
involved. Science Saturdays are free
with Museum admission: adults $9, sen-
iors/college students $8, children (3–18)
$7, children under 3 free.

Rochester Museum & Science Center
(RMSC) receives major funding from
Monroe County. RMSC includes a plan-
etarium, natur e center and
science/regional history museum. The
mission of the RMSC is to stimulate
broad community inter est and under-
standing of science and technology, and
their impact—past, present, future—on
our lives. For more information about
RMSC, see http://www.rmsc.org.

"Robotics!" Science Satur day at the
Rochester Museum & Science Center

Creating effective partnerships
between parents and educators in
support of students is the theme of

a town meeting being held Saturday,
August 9 at Wilson Foundation
Academy, 200 Genesee Street, from
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; registration
begins at 8:00 a.m. It is free and open to
all parents, students, and educators in
the Rochester City School District.

Sponsored by the Wilson Parent-Teacher-
Student Association and School-Based
Planning Team, the day will include
workshops on a variety of topics present-
ed by local and national experts. 

Keynote speaker is Dr. Kenneth V.
Hardy, professor of Family Therapy at
Drexel University in Philadelphia and
former chair of the Department of
Child & Family Studies at Syracuse
University. Dr. Hardy has worked with
school districts across the country and
lent his expertise to programs including
the Oprah Winfr ey Show, 20/20 and
Dateline, and on PBS and the
Discovery Channel. He is co-author of

the book Teens Who Hurt: Clinical
Interventions for Breaking the Cycle of
Youth Violence.

Dr. Hardy will lead workshops on the
topics of discipline with dignity, recon-
necting with the lives of our childr en,
and working with disaffected, hard-to-
reach students. 

Workshops specifically for students will
address topics including bullying,
workplace values, gang culture,
responsibility, internet safety, and aca-
demic success. Presenters include rep-
resentatives from the school district,
Xerox, Teen Empowerment, the City of
Rochester’s Pathways to Peace and
Youth Services Bureau, Hillside Work-
Scholarship Connection, National
Center for Missing & Exploited
Children. Activities for childr en ages 2-
11 will also be available.

The event will conclude with a motiva -
tional presentation and karate demon-
stration by John Jacob’s Next
Generation Power Force.

Town Meeting W orkshops Will
Pr ovide Strategies for
Reconnecting with Y outh

“Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for fr eedom
by drinking fr om the cup of bitterness and
hatr ed. W e must ever conduct our struggle on the
high plane of dignity and discipline. W e must not
allow our cr eative pr otest to degenerate into
physical violence. Again and again we must rise
to the majestic heights of meeting physical for ce
with soul for ce.”

~Martin Luther King, Jr .
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by Hazel Trice Edney
NNPA Editor-in-Chief 

WASHINGTON (NNPA) - Now that
Democratic pr esidential hopeful Barack
Obama is back in the U. S. after a rock
star-like tour through the Middle East
and Europe, Republican presidential
hopeful John McCain ought to tak e a
tour on soil that is foreign to him -
through America's Black neighbor-
hoods, ravaged by drugs, poverty and
violence largely because of historic
racism and economic bias.

That's the sentiment of some interna-
tional and A frican-American affairs
experts, who say Obama trumped the
McCain campaign with his trip last week
that included stops and meetings with
troops and world leaders in
Afghanistan, Iraq, Jordan, Israel, the
West Bank, Germany, France and
Britain.

"My advice, really, and it's very serious
advice to John McCain, is let us let you
replicate trips to the ghettos of
America," says Clifford Alexander, who
more than 30 years ago became the first
Black secretary of the Army in the
Carter Administration. 

"Go there. See what's going on there.
Let us have you go to some of the
schools in America. See the deficien-
cies. See the holes in the ceiling. See
the fact that teachers have to end up
supervising people rather than teaching
people because of the inadequacies in
the numbers of teachers. 

"This is what he needs to do," Alexander
continues in the interview with the
NNPA News Service. "All of this talk
about you've got to go to Iraq, go to
your cities."

Obama was seen on the world stage
greeting troops, shaking hands with
leaders from Iraq's military commander,
Gen. David H. Petraeus to Afghan
President Hamid Karzai, speaking to a
cheering crowd of 250,000 in Germany
and even sinking a three-point basket-
ball shot in Iraq.

The tour that started Monday, July 21,
was perceivably even bolstered among
Republicans as he was accompanied by
Republican Sen. Chuck Hagel of
Nebraska, the second-ranking
Republican on the Foreign Relations
Committee. Hagel has not formally
endorsed Obama, but was with him as
he met with Petraeus, Iraqi Prime
Minister Nuri K amal al-Maliki and with
Afghan President Hamid Karzai. 

Democratic Sen. Jack Reed, a member
of the Armed Services Committee, was
also at his side in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Barack Obama, early this week, was
leading John McCain among national
registered voters by a 49 percent to 40
percent margin in a Gallup Poll taken

July 24-26, nearing the end of his tour
and released over the weekend.

While Obama was away, U. S. media
struggled to balance coverage by focus-
ing on McCain's string of economic
town hall meetings - none of which
were held in Black communities, where
joblessness, the sub-prime mortgage cri-
sis and overall economic decline has hit
the hardest. 

Meanwhile, upon Obama's return
home, he went straight to the gathering
of Black, Hispanic, Asian and
American -Indian journalists at
Chicago's Unity Convention. McCain
declined the invitation. 

Black voters, who normally support
Republican candidates by less than 10
percent anyway, have significantly less-
ened that percentage with the
prospects of Obama's becoming the
nation's first Black president as well as
with his message of hope and change.
But, it's not like McCain hasn't tried to
reach the Black community. 

He did speak at the annual NAACP con-
ference in mid-July. There, he received
only polite r esponses as he pushed for
charter school vouchers, which the
NAACP has long opposed, "based on
the premise that these programs use
public funds to support private and/or
parochial education," according to a
policy statement on NAACP.org. 

"Moreover, voucher programs may has-
ten the abandonment of public schools
while leaving behind the majority of
low-income students of color," it states.

"That's why the comments from McCain
were met with deafening silence," says
Mark Q. Sawyer, political science pro-
fessor at UCLA and director of the uni -
versity's Center for the Study of Race,
Ethnicity and Politics. He described the
McCain speech to the NAACP as "really
bizarre."

Sawyer observed, "Probably at least a
quarter of the people sitting in the r oom
were members of a teachers
union…When he starts basically attack-
ing public school teachers, he's basical-
ly attacking the Black middle class who
were the people who wer e sitting there
in the audience at the NAACP meeting,"
he said. "They are so much more likely
to be somebody who's a member of a
teachers union than they are to be
someone who's a poor parent looking
for a voucher because they perceive
their kid to be stuck in a city school."

Obama, on the other hand, r eceived
enthusiastic applause - even as he spoke
on "personal responsibility" before the
crowd of civil rights warriors who know
well the ravages of racial discrimination
in the Black community.

Now, some perceive that Obama has

beaten McCain on his own turf.
Obama, viewed as a one-term senator
from Chicago with no military e xperi-
ence, traveled abroad after being
nudged to do so by McCain, a decorat-
ed Vietnam War veteran, a former pris-
oner of war, and a law maker for 26
years. McCain had also toured the
Middle East, Europe, Mexico and other
nations earlier in the campaigns in
order to bolster his diplomatic r esume. 

"It's been an absolute disaster for the
McCain campaign," Sawyer describes.
"So, McCain comes out and dares him
to go on this trip and basically sort of
dreams it up himself as well as the kind
of attention that might get focused on
it…He accepts the dare and turns it into
a wonderful kind of public r elations
coo. Then McCain starts screaming
fowl, calling it some kind of media bias."

Obama, looking presidential at every
stop, won applause back home - but not
just because of his presidential candida-
cy.

"Frankly, I wish every member of the
United States Senate would go to
Afghanistan," says economist and social
commentator Julianne Malveaux, also
president of Bennett College in North
Carolina. "And to understand what our
situation is, why we're losing lives, what
we should be doing differently. If they
see it for themselves and talk to some of
the troops there, they might make differ-
ent kinds of decisions. I think he's doing
absolutely the right thing."
Both McCain and Obama were sched-
uled to attend the National Urban
League conference in Orlando this
week, where McCain is obviously hop-
ing to make some points.

Alexander says he has a better idea:
"Far more important than going to the
conventions, let's go to the places
where Americans live. Let's go to the
barrios, let's go to the ghettos, let's go to
those schools, let's go to those emer-
gency rooms and let's see some of that.
And then let's see what some of your
positions are."

McCain's T urn for a T our on F or eign Soil
- Black Neighborhoods

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you’ve built, the life you live. 

438 North Street
Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax     585-546-3439

Cutting Back to
Save Gas

( BLACK PR WIRE) ( August 4, 2008) 

W
ith gas prices on the rise and
sure to remain high for the
foreseeable future, many

Americans are looking to trade in their
larger sport utility vehicles (SUVs) and
sedans for more fuel efficient models
that tend to be smaller in stature and
easier on the budget. For those individ -
uals already in the market for a new car,
the timing may be ideal to look into the
plethora of hybrid vehicles out ther e in
all shapes and sizes or to downsize to a
smaller or more fuel efficient non-
hybrid vehicle.

For those people not in the market for a
new vehicle and still making payments
on the old family van or SUV, a trade-in
may just not make sense financially.
Furthermor e for large families or indi-
vidual’s whose profession requires them
to transport equipment or supplies, a
smaller car just isn’t a good or practical
fit. There are some things however
every driver can do to impr ove or main-
tain ideal fuel efficiency.

Driving at a consistent speed is a good
practice to adopt as tail gaiting and
speeding up or slowing down drastical-
ly wastes gas as does idling in traffic.
Another tip for making the most of the
current gas prices is consolidating
errands and other trips. Trying to plan
errands for the same general neighbor-
hood or shopping center and make lists
to ensure that you remember every-
thing you need while you’r e out and
about in your vehicle. Also, avoid carry -
ing heavy or unneeded items in your
vehicle. Keep the engine properly tuned
and be sure to replace air filters, keep
tires properly inflated and use good
quality motor oil. With car eful planning
and improved technique, drivers of all
sized vehicles may feel less of a pinch on
their wallets.
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Did you know ……? 
ROI offers programs and services to assist you

in accomplishing your dreams:

ROI Homeownership Program - Assists low and moderate-
income households through homebuyer education classes and
one-on-one homeownership counseling that enables many fami-
lies who never believed they could own their own home become
homeowners. Program Operations Located in Rochester, Batavia,
Canandaigua and Newburgh. For dates and times oforientation
workshops call the Homeownership Info Line -

585-340-3302

ROI Contact for Homeownership Program: Carlene Wade -
Homeownership Program Administrator - 585-340-3338

Enterprise Center - Provides small and micro business loans for
machinery, equipment,working capitol, some real estate, training
and technical assistance, business planning, management, cash
flow and marketing. Also provides outreach to rural communities
regarding economic development resources, access to credit and
technical assistance in rural communities. Program goals are to
increase the flow of capitol to small businesses, foster job growth
and creation in rural communities and encourage small business
expansions to low and moderate-income individuals. Service is
available in up-state New York.

ROI Contact Number for Enterprise Center Services:Economic
Development Info Line: 585-340-3705

New York Division
400 East Ave

Rochester, NY 14607
Tel:  585.340.3300
Fax:  585.340.3727

Grants A vailable to Incr ease
Physical A ctivity and
Impr ove Nutrition in Kids
The Greater Rochester Health Foundation has announced a second series of
Community Mini- Grants aimed at increasing the physical activity and/or improv-
ing the nutrition of Monr oe County children and youth. Ranging from $500 to
$10,000, the grants are available to a wide range of organizations including
organized neighborhood groups, PTAs, schools and after-school programs, faith-
based groups, recreation centers and other groups that serve children over the
age of two.
"The percentage of overweight kids in Monroe County has been increasing over
the past decade. As part of our core prevention strategy, we are eager to reach
out to and support community and faith-based groups and schools who are spon-
soring activities and programs to improve the health of childr en through physical
activity and nutrition. W e hope that the community r ecognizes that these mini-
grants are open to a very wide range of organized groups of all sizes (not individ-
uals). An organization does not have to be incorporated in or der to apply," states
John Urban, president and CEO of the Foundation.
Bonnie C. DeVinney, vice president and chief program officer of the Foundation
says, "In the first round of Community Mini-Grants, the r eview committee was
very pleased with the creativity shown by applicant organizations ranging from
camp programs, dance activities, structured and unstructured sports programs,
and nutrition pr ograms. We are eager to see what innovative ideas or expansions
of successful programs that groups will propose in this second round of funding."
Interested organizations may find information and the on -line application at
www.thegrhf.org.  Applications are due by October 17, 2008 and activities or pro-
grams must begin by February 1, 2009.

Rochester pr oviders join
Fidelis Car e network
ROCHESTER - Fidelis Care, a New York State Catholic Health Plan serving more
than 420,000 members in 39 counties across New York State, is pleased to wel-
come four Rochester providers to its expanding network. They are:
1.Catholic Family Center, 55 Troup Street, 585-546-7220; 
2.Kevin Dailor, LCSW, 2080 West Ridge Road, 585-720-1480
3.Genesee Valley Podiatry, LLC, 1404 Portland Ave., 585-266-1940
4.Kim Wentz, MD, Pediatrics, 444 White Spruce Blvd., 585-424-6500.

"As Fidelis Care continues to grow, our goal is to ensure that local residents have
access to the health care services they need and deserve," said Fidelis Care
President and CEO Mark L. Lane. "We are pleased to join with these important
providers as partners in quality patient care."

Earlier this spring, Fidelis Care opened a satellite office at 1250 Pittsford-Victor
Road (Route 96), Building 200, Suite 170, Pittsford to serve residents of the Greater
Rochester/Finger Lakes Region. One year ago, Fidelis Care received approval from
the State Department of Health (DOH) and the Monr oe County Department of
Social Services to serve residents through Child Health Plus, Family Health Plus and
Medicaid programs. To date, more than 2,200 Monroe County residents are now
enrolled with F idelis Care.

Fidelis Care is one of the largest health plans offering government-sponsored
health programs in New York State. It was founded on the belief that all New
Yorkers should have access to affordable, quality health insurance. 

Through the Child Health Plus, Family Health Plus, and Medicaid programs, mem-
bers are covered for regular checkups, preventive care, hospital and emergency
care, eye exams, dental care, and more. Fidelis Care offers Fidelis Medicare
Advantage in 22 counties and Fidelis Dual Advantage for residents eligible for
Medicaid and Medicar e in 17 counties. A managed long-term care program for
adults called. Partners in Community Care (PICC), is available in Orange and
Rockland counties.

Fidelis Care members have access to a provider network of mor e than 39,000
health care professionals statewide. Regional offices are located in Amherst,
Syracuse, Albany, and Rego Park (Queens), with satellite offices in Rochester and
Poughkeepsie.

For more information, call 1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547).

The Pr ogram of Education and
A ction for R esponsible Leadership
(PEARL)

September 5, 2008

The Program of Education and Action for Responsible Leadership (PEARL) is
an innovative and exciting educational pr ogram that seeks to meet the theolog-
ical educational needs of the Black Church and the Black community, while
bringing chur ches and the school into closer cooperation to meet the needs of
the world. It is designed to help both lay leaders and ordained clergy lead
more effectively in a variety of ministries.

A three-year certificate program requiring completion of 12 courses offered in
Bible, Church History, Theology and Ethics, and Ministry/Community Studies,
PEARL has tracks leading to: a certificate of study; a bachelor's degree in con-
nection with Empir e State College, State University of N.Y.; or continuing edu -
cation credits for M. Div. graduates.

PEARL strives to provide practical training during its Satur day held sessions
that are easily accessible, affordable and Spirit-filled. Both core divinity school
faculty and urban ministry leaders are PEARL teachers.  For more information
please contact the admissions office at (585) 340-9500 or
admissions@crcds.edu. 
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NOW OPEN
FLIGHT TO FREEDOM: ROCHESTER’S
UNDERGROUND RAILROAD 
The Rochester Museum & Science Center’s
newest exhibit on the Underground
Railroad is now open to the public. This
3,000 sq. ft. exhibit immerses you in
Rochester stories of the decades preceding
the Civil War. Throughout this exhibit, visi-
tors can walk in the footsteps of freedom
fighters and learn how they helped the fight
to abolish slavery. Children can follow
along with Imani, a youngster who makes
the dangerous journey north with her fami -
ly. 657 East Avenue (at the corner of
Goodman Street) Rochester, NY 14607.
Adults $11, Children (3-18) $9, RMSC
members $1  For more information visit
www.rmsc.com.

July 18- Aug 31, 2008
SHAPING THE EARTH: A PHOTO EXHIBIT
ON EARTHEN ARCHITECTURE
The Baobab Cultural Center celebrates its
Summer of Sustainability with a special
photo exhibit, film screening and artist’s talk
on Africa’s rich cultural heritage of earthen
architecture. Opening night is Friday, July
18, 6 PM to 9 PM. Exhibit runs through
Aug. 31. at the Baobab Cultural Center, 738
University Ave., Rochester, N.Y. The event
is free and open to the general public. Light
refreshments will be served. For more info,
please contact baobab.center@yahoo.com

August 9, 2008
13TH ANNUAL "LOVE & GOSPEL
FESTIVAL
Rochester Bible Baptist Church is hosting
it's 13th Annual "Love & Gospel Festival"
on Saturday, August 9, 2008 from 1:00pm
until 6:00pm.  This annual event will be
held at the Grand Avenue Park, between
Stout and Chamberlain Streets. This is a
family celebration that Rochester Bible
Baptist Church does to demostrate the love
of God and hope in the Community.  There
will be live music from various local and
regional gospel groups, soloist and choirs.
Resources and Information from
Community Service Vendors will be avail-
able, pony rides, animal petting, crafts, face
painting, soccer and basketball for the chil -
dren.  Free gently used clothing giveaway
will be held for those in need and fr ee hot
dogs, popcorn, soft drinks and frozen treats
will be available for all who attend.  Ther e
will also be Community Leaders sharing
encouraging words at the event. For more
information, please contact Phillip
Hounshell at 585-262-8172 or phoun-
shell@rochesterbible.com

August 9, 2008
“YOUTH SUMMER OF EDUCATIONAL
THOUGHTS”
Youth ages 10-19 will have the opportunity
to participate in a (3) session educational
course, “Steps To Put Positive Thoughts Into
A Booklet.” The sessions will take place
Saturday, July 26, Saturday, August 2, and
Saturday, August 9, 2008, from 11:00 a.m.-
1:00 p.m. (each session). It will be held at
Mood Makers Books (Village Gate
Shopping Plaza) 274 N. Goodman Street,
Rochester, NY 14607. $25.00 (covers all
three educational sessions, motivational
presentation by former World Light
Welterweight Boxing Champion Charles
Murray, journal, and youth booklet). F or
additional information contact Gracious
Hands Literary Company at (585)235-2976.

August 9, 2008
CARIFEST AND PARADE
The Rochester West Indian Festival
Organization, Inc. hosts a Caribbean
Festival, called CARIFEST. This event fea-
tures some of the Caribbean’s finest in food,
music, and arts and crafts. The annual
costume parade highlights the traditional
carnival spirit of the Caribbean, with its
flamboyant costumes and music. The

parade starts at Liberty Pole Way at 11 AM,
and continues toward the Main Street
Armory. The festival is from 1 PM-11PM on
Saturday, August 9,2008.  For more infor-
mation please call 585-234-0909 or visit
http://www.rwifo.com/.

August 9, 2008
CHARLES H. ROTH HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI REUNION
This is an “All Class” reunion which is open
to all alumni, friends and family of every
class of Roth High, (1976 through 1987).
The reunion will tak e place in the form of a
cookout/picnic gathering (food, drinks and
extras provided). The reunion will be held
on Sat. August 9th, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm at
Roth Middle School (formerly R oth High
School), located at 4000 E. Henrietta Rd.
Single Registration: $20 / Family
Registration (max of 5 total): $50. For addi -
tional information, contact James Nesmith
by phone at (585)414-4901 or by e-mail at
jimmyjama@yahoo.com.

August 11-15, 2008
LOTT CAREY BAPTIST FOREIGN MIS-
SION CONVENTION
An estimated 3,000 people, including some
from foreign countries, will be in Rochester
in August for the 11th annual national ses-
sion of the Lott Carey Baptist Foreign
Mission Convention. Aenon Baptist Church
is the host church for the 5-day gathering,
Aug 11-15, 2008. Sessions will be held at
the Rochester Riverside Convention Center
and downtown hotels. “Called to Be a
Blessing to the World” is the theme of the
convention. A musical pr ogram, prayer and
worship services, workshops, clergy semi-
nars, and mission education classes are
among the events on the convention
schedule.

August 11, 2008
MUSICAL MAJESTY
A Gospel choral concert featuring singers
from several Rochester area churches, will
be held at 7:30 p.m., Monday, Aug. 11 at
the Rochester Riverside Convention Center.
The concert is an event of the 2008 nation-
al session of the Lott Carey Baptist Foreign
Mission Convention in Rochester.
Admission is $10 per person. Concert tick-
ets are on sale at Aenon Baptist Church,
175 Genesee Street, Rochester, and the
Alpha & Omega Christian Book Stores in
Brighton, Greece and Penfield. Tickets also
will be on sale at the door. For more infor-
mation call (585) 436-0990.

August 14 & 15, 2008
KUUMBA KIDS ARTS MARKETPLACE
This youth driven arts event is Thursday
August 14th 6-8pm and Friday August 15th
from 12 noon- 4pm at the Kate Gleason
Auditorium at the Central Library 115
South Avenue.
30 youth have been working with artist
entrepreneurs to create a variety of cre-
ative products to sell, all to benefit the
Kuumba Kidsscholarship fund.  The cre-
ative products include a musical perform-
ance of From Ragtime to Rhythm and Blues
to Rap. Thursday August 14 ,7pm and per-
formances by teen slam poets on Friday
August 15th .  Everyone is invited to attend
this lively marketplace and buy the works
of art created by our talented youth.

August 15 th , August 22 nd , August
29th
SHOWTIME FAMILY FRIDAY 
Be a Star at “Showtime” Family Friday at
the Rochester Museum & Science Center
Location: 657 East Avenue, Rochester, NY
14607 Have fun with the Rochester
Philharmonic Orchestra’s Instrument
Petting Zoo. Try musical instruments and
learn how they make their sounds. learn
about the physics of dance discover how
your voice box workstake an improv class

with the RMSC Players try out some “Blue
Man Group” per cussion instruments
Time: Friday August 15, 11am to 4pm
Admission: Free with Museum admission:
adults $11, seniors/college students $10,
children (3 to 18) $9, children under 3 free,
RMSC members $1, Corporate Members
$1, Community Partner Pass $1, group rate
$6/person. 
Website: www.rmsc.org

August 16, 2008
VINEYARD THIRD ANNUAL COMMUNITY
NEIGHBORHOOD FESTIVAL
The day-long event features jazz musician,
Jimmie Highsmith, L ocal Talents, Gospel,
area visual artists, tours of the farm, agricul-
tural center (under construction) & gar -
dens, and opportunities to buy or or der
organic produce. The Vineyard is a pesti-
cide free farm located on the northeast side
of the City of Rochester, where produce is
grown.
Event Details: 12pm to 8pm, Admission:
Free, Location: The Vineyard, 126 Sander
Street, Rochester,New York 14605 For
more information call 544-0140 or visit
www.grubrochester.org. Parking available
in School #45 Parking lot off Clifford
Avenue.

August 16, 2008
CLARISSA ST. REUNION
Clarissa Street in Corn Hill Neighborhood-
Join the neighborhood r eunion and festival
with jazz, blues, gospel, and R&B music.
Sponsored by the Clarissa St. Reunion
Committee. 234-4177

August 16, 2008
SOUTHWEST FAMILY HEALTH FAIR
Wilson Commencement Academy 
501 Genesee St. August 16, Sat., 11 am–3
pm
Neighbors, Sector 4, the City of Rochester
& appr oximately 50 health providers &
community agencies are joining hands to
present the largest family health fair in the
area. Sign up to win prizes, such as exercise
equipment & televisions. Healthy living
information on such topics as: mental
health, developmental disabilities, holistic
practices, coping skills, anger management
skills, substance abuse prevention, clean
streets, lead poisoning, health screenings
and blood pr essure.  Free food, music and
entertainment. For information call 311
within Rochester city limits or 585-428-5990
otherwise or visit: www.cityofrochester.gov
(releases).

August 18, 2008
“ROCHESTER WOMAN FOR OBAMA”
HOSTS OPEN HOUSE
This open house will offer a way for
woman to support Obama, meet one
another, and share their ideas with each
other on how to tak e action.  This will take
place from 6:00-8:00pm at the Rochester
For Obama office at 51 Mortimer Street in
Rochester.  Desserts and lemonade will be
provided, and Obama “gear ” (pins, bumper
stickers, shirts, etc.) will be available for
purchase.

August 19, 2008 AND September 9,
2008 6-8pm
TWO PART WORKSHOP: “LISTENING TO
YOUR BUSINESS”
A two -part workshop designed for current
and future business owners will be offered
through Action for A Better Community’s
Small Business Development Program. 
The workshop will assist entrepreneurs
answer the question “What Do I Really
Want from My Business and How Do I Get
It?” through the development of a thr ee-
year action plan for business growth. $10
fee includes admission to workshop ses-
sions, free parking, and class materials.
Registration required. To register or for
additional information: 325-5116 x 3406 or

lpancoast@abcinfo.org.

August 20, 2008
RADIO DISNEY FAMILY FUN NITE
This will take place from 3:00-6:00pm at
The Boys and Girls Clubs of Rochester, 500
Genesee St. Sponsored by Fidelis Care, the
afternoon begins with a free showing of the
Disney comedy, “College Road Trip.”
Families are then invited to stick around for
the 45-minute Radio Disney live show, with
interactive games and contests, prizes and
giveaways, and music for all ages. Free.
pizza, popcorn and refreshments. One
lucky child will win a Disney personal
portable DVD player and four Walt Disney
Pictures DVDs (parents must be present to
win).

August 23, 2008
SANKOFA MUSIC, DANCE & ARTS
FESTIVAL 
Location: Village Gate Feauturing poetry,
drumming, music, dance, kids’ activities.
For more info call: 442 9892, 271-7010.

August 29-31, 2008
WOODSTOCK MUSEUM 9TH ANNUAL
FREE FILM & VIDEO FESTIVAL
Woodstock Museum is a non-profit educa-
tional institution. You can attend free
screenings & workshops at the film and
video festival. This year¹s theme is
Freedom. View & critique alternative films,
meet the filmmakers enjoy live music &
dance. The event will be held at
Woodstock Town Hall, 76 Tinker St., in
Woodstock, NY on Labor Day weekend.
Opening ceremony is at 8:00 pm August
29. Event will start at 2:00 pm August 30-
31.

August 30, 2008
FREE ANNUAL EMPOWERMENT ZONE
CARNIVAL
New Born Fellowship church will host its
First Annual Carnival on Saturday, August
30, 2008 at 1550 N. Clinton Avenue. The
Carnival will include: F ree Food, Free book
bags, Free Hair cuts, with games, prizes
and fun for the entir e family. Vendor
Registration forms are available. The pur-
pose of this event is to invite the communi-
ty and organizations to come out fellowship
with each other. For more information on
this blessed event, please contact Cassandra
Kelley at (585) 342-5020 or 503-3457.

August 30, 2008
AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
HEALTH FAIR
Action for a Better Community Inc., in part -
nership with WellCare, Unity Health
System, BLCA, and Faith Community
Alliance will be hosting a Health fair target-
ed to the African-American resident. The
event will be held Saturday, August 30,
from 10:00 am – 4:00 pm in the outdoor
parking lot at Unity Health System’s
Genesee St. Campus. For more informa-
tion, e-mail lynnrob@hotmail.com.

September 13, 2008
“YOU HAVE THE POWER: VOTE!” COM-
MUNITY FORUM
This event will take place Saturday,
September 13, 2008 from 1 pm - 3 pm at
the School #19 auditorium, 465 Sewar d St.
(corner of Reynolds St.). Discussion topics
include voting rights of convicted felons,
the power in your individual vote, and
many others. This is a FREE event. Please
register at 234-2200.

Community Calendar 
[for inclusion in this FREE Calendar, email your event info to events@minorityr eporter.net]
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Black AIDS Institute Report Finds AIDS
in segments of Black America as Severe
as in Many African Countries, But
Receives Much Less Attention.

------

(Los Angeles, CA) -- The United States
leads the global response to HIV/AIDS,
but fails to mobilize the same commit-
ment to address the large and growing
epidemic within its own bor ders, finds a
new report released today by the Black
AIDS Institute. "Left Behind! Black
America: A Neglected Priority in the
Global AIDS Epidemic" praises the
United States for it vital efforts to
address HIV worldwide, but criticizes
the government's profoundly inade -
quate response to the epidemic within
its own borders, where Black Americans
are most severely affected by the dis-
ease.

"More Black Americans are infected
with HIV than the total populations of
people living with HIV in seven of the
15 countries served by PEPFAR," noted
Phill Wilson, CEO of the Black AIDS
Institute and one of the authors of the
report, referring to the U.S. govern-
ment’s program of extraordinary aid for
countries severely impacted by the epi-
demic. "Were Black America a separate
country, it would elicit major concern
and extensive assistance from the U.S.
government. Instead, the national
response to AIDS among Black
Americans has been lethargic and often
neglectful."

"Left Behind!" illustrates a clear and
startling gap between the U.S. govern-
ment’s appropriate concern about
AIDS overseas, and its ongoing denial
of the epidemic at home – despite the
fact that, in areas of the United States
such as Detroit, Newark, New York,
Washington D.C. and the Deep South,
HIV levels among segments of the Black
community appr oach those of many
severely affected countries in Africa. For
example, HIV prevalence among mid-
dle-aged Black men in Manhattan is
almost as high as overall prevalence in
South Africa, home to the world’s
largest population of people living with
HIV.

The report points out that, while the
U.S. government requires countries
receiving PEPFAR support have a
national AIDS strategy in place, the
United States itself has no strategy for its
own epidemic, and was one of 40 coun-
tries that failed to fulfill its commitment
to report to the Joint United Nations
program on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) on its
response to AIDS at home. At the same
time that the United States has dramati-
cally, and appropriately scaled up fund-
ing for AIDS overseas, it has simultane-
ously cut real spending for domestic
HIV prevention and care initiatives –
even as HIV caseloads in Black America
have risen sharply.

"U.S. policy treats AIDS as a foreign pol-
icy priority, but virtually ignor es the epi-
demic among Black citizens here at
home," said Rev. Al Sharpton, founder
and CEO of the National Action
Network (NAN). "U.S. policy mak ers
seem to be much more interested in the
epidemic in Botswana than the epidem-
ic in Louisiana. This is an unnecessary
and deadly choice. Both need urgent
attention."

What If Black America W ere Its
Own Country?
"Left Behind! Black America: A
Neglected Priority in the Global AIDS
Epidemic" incorporates a new analysis
by the Black AIDS Institute showing
how Black America would rank on the
global health and HIV scale if it were a
separate country. The results put the
U.S. government’s neglect of its own cit-
izens’ healthcare into stark relief.

According to the report:
• Standing on its own, Black America
would constitute the world’s 35th most
populous country, but would rank 16th
in the world in the number of people
living with HIV.
• A fr ee-standing Black America would
rank 105th worldwide in life e xpectancy
and 88th in infant mortality . Blacks in
the U.S. have a lower life expectancy
than do citizens of Algeria, the
Dominican Republic or Sri L anka.
• Outside of sub-Saharan Africa, only
four countries – and only two in the
Western Hemisphere – have adult HIV
prevalence as high as the conservative
estimate (2% among adults) for Black
America. Blacks represent about one in
eight Americans, but account for one in
two people living with HIV in the U.S.
• Despite extraordinary impr ovements
in HIV tr eatment, AIDS remains the
leading cause of death among Black
women between 25-34 years and the
second leading cause of death in Black
men between 35-44 years.
• Black women in the U.S. ar e 23 times
more likely than White women to be
diagnosed with AIDS.
• Blacks make up 70% of new HIV diag-
noses among teenagers and 65% of HIV-
infected newborns.

"The AIDS pandemic, including the epi -
demic right her e at home, is a world-
wide crisis. That is why we must ensure
it is addressed it in a truly global way,"
said Barbara Lee, member of Congress
from California and a co-author of the
legislation that created PEPFAR.

A Misdirected R esponse
"Left Behind!" posits that the Federal
government is taking a fundamentally
flawed approach to the epidemic in
Black America, applying the prevention
paradigm developed for concentrated
epidemics, which focuses almost exclu-
sively on so-called "high-risk" groups.

"The 'concentrated epidemic' approach
reflects a fundamental misunderstand-
ing of the social networks of Blacks in

America. We are experiencing an epi-
demic with significant transmission
beyond vulnerable populations.
Nothing short of a mass Black mobiliza-
tion will be sufficient to turn ar ound the
AIDS epidemic in Black America,"
noted Wilson. "The U.S. should under-
stand from its work in countries with
similar epidemiological pr ofiles that a
more effective approach for Black
America would include a mix of tar get-
ed programs for high-risk populations;
broad-based initiatives that mobilize
entire communities; and efforts to
address the role of concurr ent partner-
ships and the rapid spread of HIV trans-
mission in social networks."

"Black women are particularly affected
by the domestic AIDS response and
attention to their needs are inadequate.
Lives are lost as a result," said Dr.
Helene Gayle, President/CEO of CARE.
"As in other parts of the world, Black
women in the U.S. often face increased
vulnerability to HIV due to lack of a per -
ception of power in sexual relationships
and low self-esteem. Many cannot insist
on abstinence or the use of condoms
because of fear of emotional or physical
abuse by their partners. Development
of female-initiated prevention methods
is not only a critical priority for Black
women overseas, but also for Black
women here at home."

The report illustrates that young people
in Black America, as in other parts of
the world, ar e often at highest risk of
infection because of inadequate knowl-
edge of HIV infection, a high preva-
lence of inter-generational relation-
ships, and a shortage of youth-tailored
HIV prevention programs. And it points
out that the silence that masks the par-
ticularly high risk of HIV confr onting
men who have sex with men in A frica
and other heavily impacted r egions also
exacerbates AIDS in Black America.
"Among men who have sex with men
worldwide, Blacks in the U.S. may have
the highest HIV prevalence. In the U.S.,
Black gay men experience more than
twice the rate of infection as their White
counterparts," noted Jesse Milan, Vice
President of the non-profit health man-
agement consultancy Altarum. 

"Black men who have sex with men in
the U.S. share important attributes r elat-
ed to HIV risk with their peers in other
regions, including the experience of
severe stigma and discrimination that
often impedes HIV prevention efforts.

Drug use is one of the leading modes of
HIV transmission in the U.S., particular-
ly among Blacks, who account for more
than half of drug-related HIV infections
in the U.S. Black America experiences
some of the same challenges to effective
HIV prevention as other heavily-impact-
ed regions of the world, such as govern-
ment hostility to evidence-based harm
reduction strategies and high rates of
incarceration without adequate access
to HIV pr evention or tr eatment.

When it comes to AIDS treatment, the
report shows that many of the same fac-
tors that contribute to excessive rates of
HIV illness and deaths in developing
countries also apply to Black America –
including late initiation of tr eatment, a
high prevalence of co-occurring med -
ical conditions, and impediments to
treatment adherence.

Reversing the AIDS Epidemic in Black
America: An A ction Agenda
"Left Behind! Black America: A
Neglected Priority in the Global AIDS
Epidemic" presents a clear action agen-
da for bringing the U.S. response to
AIDS at home on a par with U.S.-sup-
ported efforts to fight the epidemic
overseas. Among these, the report calls
for immediate action to:
• Enhance support for community
mobilization against HIV in Black
America, including efforts to mobilize
Black America to fight stigma, over-
come prejudice, and promote solidarity
against the epidemic. Leading Black
organizations, constituencies and media
outlets are struggling to promote AIDS
information and pr evention with little or
no government support. Far greater
government support is needed to maxi-
mize the impact of community r espons-
es to the epidemic in Black America.
• Significantly incr ease support for the
scale-up of essential HIV prevention,
treatment and care services in Black
America. In particular , the report notes
the dire need for increased funding for
HIV prevention efforts in Black
America; the virtual absence of preven-
tion strategies designed for Black
Americans; and the need to prioritize
research on HIV vulnerability and infec -
tion patterns that Black America shares
with other countries.
• Br eak the silence on AIDS in Black
America. The report calls on global
AIDS leaders to speak out on the neg-
lect of the epidemic in Black America.
While the U.S. government should be
lauded for the PEPFAR initiative, it must
also be held accountable for its failure
to address the epidemic within its bor-
ders.

"America has claimed a leadership role
in the fight against the global HIV epi-
demic," said Wilson. "Yet, America's fail-
ure to respond to its own epidemic
among its Black citizens undermines its
credibility in addr essing AIDS epidemic
worldwide. F or the U.S. to truly be a
global AIDS leader, it must put its own
house in order, too."

For more information or to r ead the
full report, visit
www.BlackAids.org 

US Neglecting AIDS Epidemic in Black America
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CLASSIFIEDS
To place a classified ad call us at 585-301-4199 e xt. 82

w w w . M i n o r i t y R e p o r t e r . n e t

SERVICES

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?

HELP W ANTED

Debt Counselors Needed in
Fairport!

ConServe, a five time Rochester's
Top 100 Company, is rapidly

expanding to support our growing
client base. 

We offer full time hours, great bene-
fits package, competitive pay with

opportunity for bonus, flexible
scheduling, and opportunity for

advancement.
ConServe is a leader in the 3rd

party collections industry.  We spe-
cialize in recovering educational

debt for our clients which
include colleges and universities

from all over the country as
well as our largest client, The

U.S. Department of Education.  
Send resumes to:

Pkent@ConServe-arm.com
Or fax them to (585)598-6131

www.conserve-arm.com
an Equal Opportunity Employer

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
* Skilled Machinist

* Skilled Sheetmet al 
Brake Operators

* Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

Get your
events 

posted to
our 

on-line
events 

calendar 

F R E E

email us at 

events@
minority

r eporter .net

Placement & Car eer
Services Developer

Position Description:
* Create & build strong relationships with area
employers/organizations/farm owners and their workers.
* Training & Employment Services to include job
placement/development; development of training (skills &
academic) and outreach/recruitment for eligible Training &
Employment participants.
* Will learn to facilitate disability services and FAVR (Farm
worker Access to Vocational Rehabilitation).
* Will participate in P rogram Area Advisory Committee.

Position R equirements:
* Bi-Lingual, Spanish/English preferred.
* Valid NYS Drivers License. Reliable Transportation. Auto
Insurance.
* Demonstrate technical (computer) and interpersonal skills
and/or marketing skills with specific emphasis on the issues of
farm worker population.

Send resumes by A ugust 15 to:
Regional Administrator
Rural Opportunities, Inc.
138 N. Main Street , Albion NY 14411
Fax: 585-589-0256
Email: pmccleary@ruralinc.or g An Equal Opportunity

Employer

Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

* House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

Korea is a bright child with a
great smile. She enjoys being with
her friends, is a good listener, and
enjoys doing things with groups of
people. In a special school for
childr en with emotional and
behavioral issues, Korea makes
progress in her 7th grade classes.
She needs academic support.
Medication and therapy are help-
ing Korea deal with her early life
experiences and the resulting
behaviors. She would like to have
a family to call her own but is also
afraid to trust, due to commit -
ments broken in the past. Korea
needs a family who is aware of
mental health issues and is willing
to accept her for who she is. 

Children A waiting P arents
585.232.5110




