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Dear  Minority Reporter:

We, as a minority community, must
begin to be fair in our assessment
of what is right and wrong.  

Senator Obama has a campaign to
use the black community to defeat
Senator McCain.  Senator Obama
does not have the skills to run this
country.  His platform on change
lacks substance and he has done
nothing to deserve to be president
of this country.  As a black
American, I would love to have a
black /minority person as president;
but not someone who lacks the
skills as Senator Obama does and
not someone who tries to use peo-
ple to his advantage.  He is willing
to destroy the reputation and image
of people who have worked very
hard to build this country.  The
United States may not be perfect
but each and every congressional
person on that hill works to make it
better.  Senator Obama has tried to
make the people of this nation
believe that Washington, D.C. is a
wild community and that no one is
working to accomplish anything; it
takes him making the changes to
make it work.  When he ran against
Senator Clinton his campaign mes-
sage was one thing; then when he
won against Clinton, he changed his
campaign message to the exact
message that Senator Clinton was
advocating.  You can see how he
has treated the Clintons; with no
respect and dignity.  You can also
see how he treated the Black com-
munity at the church that he attend-
ed.  For 20 years he attended that
church, and he had to know exactly

what Rev. Wright was about, but he
pretended that he didn't know what
Rev. Wright was about until he start-
ed running for President.  We may
not like many of the things that Rev.
Wright has to say but Rev. Wright, at
least, will stand up and say, "This is
who I really am.  You can take me or
leave me."  

Who is Barack Obama?  What is
Barack Obama about?  No one real-
ly knows and know one can answer
this question.

Senator Barack Obama is going to
mess it up for the time when the
right minority comes along who real-
ly has the skills to run this country,
someone whom we can be proud of,
and someone who doesn't need to
have people pin him up like he is a
paper doll.  

We, as a minority community, need
to be fair.  Senator McCain has
given twenty plus years of his life to
this country.  He has been a leader,
a friend to everyone, and he has
worked to make a difference in our
lives.  Senator McCain has been the
one who has been the change agent
in Washington, D.C. but Senator
Obama would leave you to believe
that he is the change agent.
Senator McCain has been the one
who has been able to get the
democrats, republicans and inde-
pendents together on issues but
Senator Obama would make you  to
believe that he is the one that is
doing this.  Everything good in
Washington, D.C., Senator Obama
has come out to the grassroots level
and made people believe that he is

implementing these good things or
he is going to make changes to
implement these good things.  If
Senator Obama is willing to lie
about the small things, what kind of
lies will he tell about the BIG issues.

I have been going around talking to
minorities and encouraging them
not to allow Senator Obama to use
us....to think that he can lie and tell
us anything.  We deserve a presi-
dent that is for the people and
Senator McCain is for the people.  I
am sure that many people don't
know all the wonderful things that
Senator McCain has done just on a
personal basis....he adopted a
minority child, he held the first
Mexican in the cadet program feel
comfortable with everyone, his
wife's corporation Budweiser helps
many communities accomplish their
projects, and many more wonderful
things that he and his wife has
accomplished.  

This is Senator McCain's time to be
the president of this country...this is
his year to start writing his presiden-
tial legacy and I sincerely hope that
the minority community of the
United States will stand up and take
part in this.

There is a minority, many minorities,
who can run this country and do an
excellent job.  Lets work to get them
ready for the next time.  

Thank you and God Bless.

Dr. Gwyn McClellan 
gwynmcclellan@yahoo.com

Barack Obama ‘Using’ the Blac k Community

I was in Beijing, China at the fourth World Women's UN
Conference in 1995 and met with no problems. In fact, I
was much welcomed as a lot of people had never seen a
Black American before and was quite surprised at me.  A
lot would come up to me and they couldn't speak English
but in a gesture, would ask if they could touch me. Some
even attempted to see if anything could rub off. All I got
was a smile. Some were very kind and would offer me
the toilet instead of the hole in the floor. I climbed the
Great Wall of China. It was a beautiful sight to behold.

Ellen Stubbs

In response to your article “Olym pic
Games: Discrimination agains t
blac ks and other minorities?”

I am represent one of those families that will be affected
by this motion made from Maggie Brooks. Although I
have a decent salary, it is not enough to provide all the
necessities and pay daycare for 2 children without help.
Despite all the hard work a lot of people have put forth
to keep funding available to the families that need it in
Monroe County, we now see that it was in vain. I am
appaled by her decision and know that if it were her, she
would be going to State Legislatures to plea her case. 

KJ Coley

In response to your article “County
Executiv e Announces Steep Da y
Care Cuts for Low-Income Families”
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THE UPCOMING ELECTION IS VERY IMPORTANT
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE
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CALL DAVID GANTT’S OFFICE AT 454-3670

Assemblyman, David F. Gantt Councilwoman, L ovely A. Warren
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by Rajesh Barnabas

Participation among those younger
than 30 in this year's primary elec-
tion has doubled compared to 2004.
Young people across the nation are
taking greater interest in politics.
That trend is apparent in Rochester
as well. Ten years of street level
efforts by Teen Empowerment (TE)
may finally be translated into authen-
tic political gains for youth. 

From among the growing numbers of
politically astute teens in Rochester,
14 of them were chosen to essential-
ly become a part of Mayor Duffy's
administration in the form of the
Mayor's Youth Advisory Council. To
inspire interest in this Council, Mayor
Duffy sent a letter invitation advertis-
ing the event as a departure from
past community forums for youth,
stating that at this one, "the youth
will lead and discuss and the adults
will listen." 

This was made official on June 4,
2008 when the 14 members of
MYAC ran a Youth Forum in City
Council chambers. The forum was
attended by over 150 people, the
mostly youth, and televised live on R-
News. The mayor's promise to have
adults listen was half-fulfilled since
only four of the nine council mem-
bers- Carolee Conklin, Lovely Warren,
Elaine Spaull, and Dana Miller-
attended the youth-run session.

So the question remained in late
August, as MYAC published a report-
back from June's youth forum: would
the special council the Mayor had
designated for youth, have any teeth
to it?

"We're seeing some positive signs
from the Mayor," said King Swank, a
member of MYAC. "They were think-
ing of closing some of the recreation
centers and satellite programs, but
then they came together with the
Rochester City School District and
kept them open."

Various members of the MYAC group
took on different parts of what would
eventually be a 32-page proposal.
Swank took on the area of recre-
ation.  

"I talk about how recreation pro-
grams need to be sustained and how
it isn't just about the kids already in
youth centers but those outside
youth centers, because we need to
get them inside," said Swank.

MYAC members recently met with
the Mayor's Senior Management

Team. Sarah DeLaus, who has
worked this summer at City Hall rep-
resenting MYAC, also serves as stu-
dent liaison to Rochester's School
Board. 

"I think we all have come to the real-
ization that there really are no quick
fixes and change isn't going to hap-
pen over night," said DeLaus. 

A typical TE training session starts
off with jokes, ice-breakers, physical
movement, and then a sort of 'roll-
up-your sleeves and get to work'
ethic. Camaraderie is the ground
layer to collaboration here, and seri-
ous debate and deliberation on
issues are not just mental exercise. 

For example, if an individual feels
strongly on a particular issue, they
have to physically go stand in a sec-
tion of the room designated for that
opinion. The teens, still standing,
then discuss the issue with peers
around the room. How far they stand
from each other literally depends all
depends on the degree the individu-
als disagree.

Other members - Agape Towns and
Steven Martin, worked on the issue
of creating more venues for youth
expression. The proposal stated in
boldface and underline: "There are
lots of youth with talent who end up
on corners or in the streets because
there is no place to go."

Brandon Daniels wrote the proposal
section on mentors, which stated the
necessity of having "someone to
guide you all the way, not just a
teacher" which was only a "tempo-
rary" figure. The proposal referenced
School Board Vice President Van
White's report Look Beyond The
Numbers by Listening to Our
Students. The report asked schools
to "flood the schools with mentors,
counselors, and caseworkers who
develop ongoing relationships with
struggling students."

Among the litany of items mentioned
for improved youth venues: a youth
radio station, music and art studios,
open theaters, and ongoing art
entrepreneur programs. One of the
more innovative suggestions coming
out of the proposal was for designat-
ing a building for youth to run as their
own. But realistically speaking, could
youths be responsible enough to run
their own property? 

"I feel like it can happen," said
Swank. "Anything always can hap-
pen. But we can't do it alone. I mean
it could be youth run, but it has to

have an adult there to monitor and
mentor because at the same time
this is a learning process. We don't
know everything, we're still youth. So
if we have that college student there,
that teacher or that construction
worker, to show us the way then
that's fine too. We just want to be
there to implement it and say 'this is
what we want, do this, but please
show us along the way.'" 

"It would be a good to combine recre-
ation centers and venues," Swank
continues. "Edgerton Community
Center has the Stardust Ballroom
where we could bring more youth
inside. That brings more youth to the
rec. centers as well as allowing them
to showcase their talents. And having
this almost every Friday and have
this occur at different places around
the city." 

DeLaus added, "what if there is an
abandoned building that we could
turn into a dance studio or some-
thing that is outside of just costs?"
She made the point that, currently,
studios and art venues are cost pro-
hibitive for many youth, suggesting
that perhaps if youth ran the build-
ings and more of the programs them-
selves, that would keep costs down. 

"So it's about opportunity," said
DeLaus. "And I really believe it could
happen if we had youth people out
there that were really committed to
youth and making something work
for us."

While these politically precocious
teens continue to hone their negotia-
tion skills among the adult powerbro-
kers, their more daunting task may
be to recruit more of their peers to
the cause. Team Empowerment has
been a constant force in organizing
youth to organize themselves.

"It's very difficult, because at my age
we have jobs, we want to do things,"
said Swank. "We aren't thinking too
much about the community, we're
thinking about 'hey I am coming of
age now, I need a job, I need money,
I need school clothes, I need this, I
need that.' It's pretty hard, but if you
can maintain a job and show that you
can multitask, it shows a lot more
about what you can do as a person.
It shows, 'hey, I can really maneuver
around things and still be a commu-
nity asset.' And that shows that you
have good character."

Growing Relationships
with the Community

Rachel Adonis 238-7366
Sidney Moore 238-7721

Youth Power! - For Real This Time
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STRAIGHT …no chaser
by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Young folks are getting it right
this time. They are teaching old
school lessons by refusing to

continue to accept nonsense. Let's
hope others follow suit.    I have lis-
tened with great interest to the
diverse first-time delegates attend-
ing the Democratic National
Convention.  Their reasons for
becoming delegates, and why they
decided it was time to get involved
are the ingredients revolutions are
made of.  Their words give me hope.
They recognize that "change" is
imminent.  They recognize that
Barack Obama is the man to lead
that charge.  He is a natural leader,
and a much needed agent, whose
time has come.  The revolution is
being televised.  Many young folks,
just four years ago, did not have a
clue about what went on at political
conventions and many had little to
no interest in finding out.  Barack
Obama changed their attitude.  
His message of "hope" and "change"
not only hits home but reminds us
that he can not make change hap-
pen alone.   His appeal to the mass-
es, to our young in particular has
apparently not fallen on deaf ears.  

Now, I started out in my minds eye a
Hillary Clinton supporter, mainly
because of gender.  I do like Hillary, I
have met her on a few occasions and
admire her strength.  But when I
really began to listen to what Barack
Obama was saying and the serious-
ness of his words, I found myself no
longer sitting on the fence.  It was
not long before I drew that conclu-
sion that this man was on a mission,
one that in all of his eloquence he
would probably be hard pressed to
explain himself.  

It is his time and in overcoming the
obstacles that has brought him thus
far.  He has been called a variety of
choice names, many tailored to
detract from the fact that he has
pushed completely through that
glass ceiling. I just don't believe his
journey is solely about him or his
ego.  I have come to believe he has
been chosen, much like Moses to
lead his people out of bondage.  His
people defined as those who are suf-
fering, locked out of the process I
believe God says so, also.  Let's not
forget the surplus that Bill Clinton
left behind when he left office has
been squandered.  

The wealthy oil barons, much like our
current President have only gotten
richer, while the poor are getting
poorer. Many have been forced to
park their automobiles.  The
Cheney's of the world have benefited

from the destruction of a country our
young folks continue to lose their
loves in.  Unemployment soars as
jobs and industry continues to find
safe havens outside of our borders,
while the jobs needed to feed our
families are disappearing.   Banking
institutions, those thought to be
secure, are collapsing everywhere.  

The new homeless have lost sight of
their American dream as they find
themselves unable to pay their ill-
financed mortgagees and are losing
their homes.  Gas prices are so high,
NY State recently reported a needed
to make adjustments. Revenue is
down due to that fact that 2 million
cars fewer cars that traveled the
Thruway this summer.  Who in their
right mind could possibly entertain
another 4 years of this madness?

Institutionalized racism has many
Blacks sensitive and afraid to pub-
licly admit their pride in Barack
Obama.  Unfortunately his being a
"Black" candidate will give rise to the
ignorance and fear that some
Europeans still hang on to as it
relates to Blacks.  His handlers have
done well to steer clear of the brand-
ing iron.  I personally can't imagine
anything but a backlash occurring in
November.  I envision many
Republicans tired of the same of
"same old" policies McCain repre-
sents voting for Obama insted.  I
can't imagine even the blackest of
Republicans allegedly sold on their
ideology closing that curtain and fail-
ing to acknowledge that Barack
Obama and his candidacy is worthy
of a pull on that lever.  

My ancestors, their ancestors say so.
It just never ceases to amaze me
how loudly women can proclaim
their support of Hillary JUST because
she is a woman, but if Black folks
proclaim their support of Obama just
because he is Black there is some-
thing wrong with that. I just don't get
it.

I am confident regardless of what is
coming out of their mouths or what
they write on paper, their experience,
their history, their journey will make
them do the right thing.  Especially, if
any self respecting Black man or
woman hears the testimony of
today's young folks as they beam
with pride and a realization that they
too may one day become President.  

After all, who is to say that the efforts
Shirley Chisholm, Jesse Jackson,
and Al Sharpton did not all play a
subliminal role in Barack Obamas
decision to give his quest a try?

Whether one is a Black Democrat,
Republican or otherwise it is hard to
imagine that regardless of what
comes out of their mouth that they
are not going to do the right things in
November.  It is equally hard for me
to imagine that ALL Blacks do not
understand when I say change is
coming and the revolution is being
televised on CNN.  

Revolution is Coming!

Iam proud to say that I live in the
city of Rochester! I have lived here
most of my life, and college took

me away for a few years, but I came
back. This is not a situation that is
happening on a regular basis. We
are not doing enough to attract peo-
ple to stay in this area. In addition,
we are setting our city up to fail!
Most cities are where the action is
at! In Rochester, people seem to
think the city is available for work
only, and then off to the suburbs!
This is not going to allow our city to
thrive!

We have five colleges in the local
area churning out graduates yearly,
and we do nothing to retain them.
We offer no incentives to these
bright members of our community's
future to stay and build businesses
and families. Of all of the engineers
who graduate from RIT, very few, if
any, stay in Rochester if Kodak or
Xerox isn't hiring. Are we destined for
failure because of outsourcing of
two or three companies? Isn't there
more that defines our area? These
colleges provide our city with a natu-
ral feeder source for corporate suc-
cess! We are not using what we
have! Something has to change.

For those who use the excuse of
Rochester's violence, crime, and
lack of entertainment, I say this.
Come to Rochester and experience
Corn Hill, Park Avenue, East Avenue,
and Monroe Avenue. We have fan-
tastic parks from Cobbs Hill to
Highland Park to Genesee Valley
Park! We have nationally recognized
hospitals, museums, and zoos!
There are a variety of cultural areas,
with food for every palate! We have
Churches that are incredible! Our
festivals are awesome! 

The problem is people are afraid
and won't show up! Afraid?,…are you
serious? You know that saying so is
just an excuse to stay in the area you
consider to be "safe"! Consider this,
New York City, in terms of violence,
has everything we have and then
some. The violence that occurs in
New York City does not keep people
from enjoying what it has to offer. In
fact, people WANT to go to New York
because of what it has to offer. 

Has anyone else noticed that every
Wal-mart and Wegman's has moved
to the suburbs? Wal-mart is on the
edge of the city, outside enough to
pay taxes to suburban communities.

Wegman's is known for quality.
When they moved out, it was as if to
say, the city community isn't good
enough! All malls are outside of the
City limits. We have a mall in every
suburb and members of our commu-
nity have to shop and spend their
money outside of their communities.
I still hear stories of how our down-
town used to thrive when Sibley's
was downtown, and the finest
shoes, suits, and jewelry could be
obtained within five miles of homes
in the city of Rochester. We need to
use our ingenuity and creativity to
establish new versions of Sibley's
and make the suburbs come to us!

We want better schools and higher
test scores, how about making
those who teach become more
invested in the school's success? If
you work in the city school district,
you live there. If you are an adminis-
trator, your children should attend
your school. Do you think teachers
would tolerate disrespect and chaos
if their children's futures were on the
line! I know that is not the only issue
on our schools, but it has to start
somewhere! How about if you work
for the City in any capacity you must
live in the city? If people are making
money off of the city, shouldn't they
live in the place that gives them
their livelihood? Steps like this will
keep resources in our city!

Rochester has more fabulous neigh-
borhoods than poor neighborhoods.
Drive through and see these streets,
and homes! Where there are rough
areas, force landlords to step up and
keep their houses in proper order.
Give incentives to those who stay
and fix areas in need of work. It is
time to take control of our city and
its neighborhoods. We need to
restore grandness to the home of
Susan B. Anthony and Frederick
Douglas!

I do not have all of the answers! I
just know that Rochester there is too
much potential in Rochester to
accept this downward spiral. Many
people care, but have not stepped
up yet! I love this city, and I want oth-
ers to love it too! Our history is signif-
icant, but our future is just as impor-
tant!

------
Kevan Sheppard is Chairman of the
African American Republican
Committee

City of P otential
by Kevan B Sheppard Jr.

“R eal integrity is doing the right
thing, knowing that nobody's going
to know whether you did it or not.”

~Oprah Winfrey
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Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

* House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you’ve built, the life you live. 

438 North Street
Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax     585-546-3439

One of my favorite poems is
titled Don't Quit. It is about
refusing to give up in the face

of adversity. However, it admonishes,
"Rest if you must, but don't you quit."
We are facing tough times, and, as
Americans, we are working harder
and harder, trying to make ends
meet. I am sure we all have times
when we feel as though we would
just give up. 

For those of us who refuse to quit, we
are finding that we have to dig that
much deeper to find the strength
and fortitude to keep going. Many of
us are scooping the bottom of the
well. Some of us are practically run-
ning on empty. Yet, we continue,
afraid of the alternative. Do we keep
working or do we quit? There is a
third alternative, however. Rest.
Rather than digging deep and keep
going, or just quitting, we can make a
conscious decision to set work aside,
even if it is just for a few moments. 

Work is whatever depletes you. Our
society values work. Our workers
take fewer vacations than those of
other industrialized nations. We are
a nation of workaholics. This fact
may be driven partly by the fear of
losing our jobs. Our nation ranks
high in terms of productivity. But, all
of this takes its toll. At some point we
need to put back in what has been
taken out. Failure to do so will even-
tually lead to burnout, depression,

and other maladies.

Rest is good. Resting seems to send
some of us on a guilt trip, and we
offer excuses why we are not busy. If
we look at the letters that make up
the word rest, we recognize that
these same letters help to make up
the word 'Restore.' It is the restora-
tive properties of rest that we seek. 

How we choose to rest is a very per-
sonal thing. Rest does not necessar-
ily mean a cessation of all activities.
Some people find taking in a movie
very restful and relaxing. For others,
it is crocheting or knitting. Still for
some, it is going for a walk in the
park. That can be very refreshing,
leaving one feeling restful and at
peace. 

You and I cannot continue operating
on empty. For, at some point, we will
burnout. But, neither can most of us
afford to walk away from our jobs
and other responsibilities, because
these are very important to our lives.
So, rest if you must, but do not quit. 

-------- 

Denise Josephs is an educator,
speaker and writer.  Ms. Josephs
holds a Masters of Divinity degree,
as well as a Masters of Business
Administration. She owns her own
company, DeNicestConcepts.

Read and R eap!
Rest to Restore
by Denise Josephs

Christopher is an outgoing and
loveable young man. He really
enjoys knowing that he is help-
ful and is quick to apologize
when he realizes he has made
a mistake. Chris enjoys playing
video games and watching
movies. In 5th grade special
education classes for those
with emotional and behavioral
issues, Chris does well aca-
demically. Medication and
therapy are helping him learn
to deal with his life experi-
ences. Chris does especially
well with a strong male role
model. A loving and supportive
family could go a long way towards helping Chris get through
his teen years and grow into a productive adult.

For more information call 585-232-5110

CHILDREN AWAITING PARENTS

Christopher
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Tea with Aunty

by Kashika Sahay

This is the final installment of a six
part series called Tea with Aunty that
explores what it means to be part of
an ethnic culture while living in the
Rochester community.

------

As a child, when my dad used to tell
me that he came here to America
with $100 in his pocket and one suit-
case, I would roll my eyes at him, dis-
missively tuning out another lecture.
As I stood in Dr. Gladys Velarde's
office, a Peruvian-American cardiolo-
gist, surrounded by her academic
degrees, I finally realized what my
dad has been trying to teach me. He
and Dr. Velarde have the same mes-
sage: grab hold of the many opportu-
nities around and establish a life for
yourself. 

Unlike my father, Velarde did not
come to the U.S. willingly. Because
she was the youngest, Velarde had to
come to America with her mother
after her father died. She was not too
happy with this decision, because it
meant leaving behind her boyfriend,
the love of her life. 

After a year of sadness, Velarde trav-
eled back to Peru and married him
despite her family's warnings that
she would be 'barefoot and married
with ten kids managing a grocery
store for the rest of her life.' Today,
they are still married and have three
children. 
Velarde avoided her family's worries by
pursuing her mission: to help people. 

"People told me that if I wanted to
help people I should become a social
worker," Velarde comments.
Reflecting back, now she wonders if
this was some form of prejudice. At
the time, she told them, "oh that
sounds good, but I'd rather do this
[become a doctor]."
However, it was not easy. Velarde
was a young, married immigrant
woman with limited knowledge of
English, and no prior awareness of
MCAT's. Yet she translated all her
Spanish transcripts from high school
and gained admission to NYU. From
NYU, she went on to Columbia for
medical school taking on many odd
jobs to pay her way. 

Along the way, Velarde realized that
America wasn't 'the land of sin' that
she had initially pegged it to be. She
actually began to like it here. She
describes her struggle with her iden-
tity as being 'caught in between.' For
example, it could be a simple choice:
whether to eat crab salad or ceviche
(a Peruvian seafood dish) for lunch,
or a more complex issue of under-
standing a patient's circumstances.
As a doctor, Velarde often wonders if
she is needed more in Peru or if she
can be most effective building health
in the Rochester community. 

For her three children, Velarde want-
ed to instill appreciation for all the
opportunities available to them. She
rejects the statement "If you can
make it in NY, you can make it any-
where." and instead, suggests, "If
you can make it in a third world coun-
try [like Peru], then you can make it
anywhere. You OUGHT to make it in
NY, you OUGHT to make it in the
States, because there are so many
opportunities here. We complain too
much [here]."

This summer has been an incredible
learning experience. I feel as though
I have enhanced my own cultural
understanding through these
teatime chats. The most important
thing I have learned is that identity is
something we create for ourselves.
We have the intelligence within us to
choose the best aspects of our past
and use it to build a successful
future. The support and opportunity
are available for capture.

I would like to thank a couple people
for providing me this unique opportu-
nity: Dave McCleary for publishing
me in this paper; Bruce Schimmel for
providing funding and guidance; and
Fred Wagner for technical support.
Finally, I would like to thank my read-
ership for their encouragement. 

To read full blog entries on each

Aunty go to, www.teawithaunty.com

About the Column
Tea with Aunty is a six-segment proj-
ect with mission to understand the
important elements of different cul-
tures. I chose the word Aunty for this
series, because I feel it shows
respect and affection for each lady’s
advice. Understanding my Aunties
can help me better understand my
cultural heritage and ultimately,
myself. Through this series, I’d like to
find the most important parts of
building culture and how it is passed
down from elders to children. Each
segment focuses on an Aunty and a
general theme that she has con-
veyed to me through teatime conver-
sations. This project is funded by the
University of Rochester Innovative
Journalism Fellowship.

face to the name

Liz Medhin
A Wisconsin native, Liz Medhin originally came to Rochester in 2003 after

graduation from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison, where she double
majored in Journalism and Political
Science.  She worked at R News for two
years before heading south to
Louisville, KY where she worked as a TV
reporter for WDRB, FOX 41 covering
everything from breaking news and
political elections to Kentucky Derby
celebrity parties.

Always up for a challenge, Liz says the
opportunity to work in both TV and
radio simultaneously made the move
back to Rochester for a second time too
attrative to pass up.  

In addition to being the co-host of the #1 morning radio show in the mar-
ket, WDKX's Wake Up Club (FM 103.9), Liz is also a reporter/f ill-in anchor
for ABC 13 WHAM News. 

In April 2006, Liz received the prestigious, regional Edward R. Murrow
Award for Excellence in Spot News Reporting. Always aiming to be a visu-
al storyteller, a number of her stories have also earned National Press
Photographers Association awards. 

In July 2005, "The Ethiopian American" Online Magazine honored Liz by
making her the magazine's first cover story.  She was profiled as one of
the first Ethiopian American TV Journalists in the United States. (Liz's
father is Ethiopian, mother is African American.)

In her spare time (when she is not painting, writing poetry or watching her
Packers play football), Liz makes sure she stays active in the community,
speaking to kids and stressing the importance of education and literary.

She is a member of both the National Association of Black Journalists and
the National Association of African Journalists.

-----------------

For profiles of other Community Leaders
featured in our “Face to the Name” , visit
our website at www.MinorityReporter.net

Gladys Velarde 
Opportunities A wait

INSTANT GRATIFICATION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote

or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent
2018 Latta Road
Rochester, NY 14612
Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company. Bloomington, IL* Insurance and discounts subject to qualifications.

Call my office 24/7

Dr. Gladys Velarde

Photo courtesy of Matt Wittmeyer
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More than 3,000 attendees are
expected to participate in an African-
American Health Fair, hosted by
Action For a Better Community, on
Saturday, Aug. 30, from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. in the parking lot of
Unity Health's 89 Genesee Street
Campus in Rochester. Held in part-
nership with Unity Health System,
the Black Leadership Commission on
AIDS, and the Faith Community
Alliance, the fair offers a free series
of health screenings, cooking
demonstrations and other nutrition
activities, aerobic exercises and
more. 
The Fair will have a special focus on
the 18-24-year-old age group. With
the theme of the 3 H's, "Healthy
Living, Healthy Eating, Healthy
Lifestyle," the African-American
Health Fair offers wellness for the
mind, body and soul. Activities will
include:

* Dental, eye, diabetes, kidney and
hearing screenings
* Healthful cooking and nutrition

demonstrations 
* Aerobics classes
* Double-dutch jump roping and

other youth exercise activities
"Healthy living requires getting the
facts and information about yourself

first, obtaining the additional essen-
tial tips and advice from experts, and
then making the commitment to liv-
ing a healthy life," said Caldwell. "We
encourage the community to partici-
pate and learn more about how they
can make the 3 H's of Healthy Living,
Healthy Eating and Healthy Lifestyle
a part of their everyday routine for
improved lifestyle."

In addition, Paul F. Usinski, a Senior
Stakeholder Relationship Tax
Consultant with the IRS will answer
questions about filing for the 2008
economic stimulus payment.

The Internal Revenue Service com-
munity outreach at the Health Fair is
part of the IRS summer campaign to
reach those retirees and disabled
veterans who qualify for the econom-
ic stimulus payment but have not
filed to claim it. 

IRS statistics indicate that In New
York State, 67 percent of the 1.3 mil-
lion potential retiree/disabled veter-
an filers are accounted for, leaving
about 440 thousand potential recipi-
ents remaining. Of these nearly
6,500 potential filers are located in
Rochester. 

Of the Top 100 cities nationwide with
potential recipients who have not yet
filed, New York City is number one
(204,567 potential remaining filers,
Buffalo is number 55 (8,687),
Rochester is number 72 (6,469),
and Syracuse is number 78 (5960).

Eligible individuals are receiving up
to $600 ($1,200 for married couples
filing joint returns) plus $300 for eli-
gible children younger than 17. 

A special stimulus category includes
recipients of certain benefits from
Social Security and Veterans Affairs
who do not normally have a require-
ment to file a tax return.  However,
these individuals must file a tax return
before Oct. 15 this year to receive
their economic stimulus payments. 

"Most people only need to file a tax
return as they normally do," said
Usinski. "We will calculate eligibility
and the payment amount. However,
many retirees and veterans do not nor-
mally file a tax return because their
benefits are not taxable. This year,
they must file in order to receive an
economic stimulus payment," he said.

Usinski also stressed to retirees that
receiving the stimulus payment
should have no impact on other fed-
eral benefits currently being
received. The stimulus payment is
not taxable. Absent any other filing
requirements, filing a tax return to
receive a stimulus payment does not
mean that retirees will have to start
filing tax returns again. 

Usinski also reminded people that it
has 24 New York Taxpayer
Assistance Centers operating during
normal business hours. These cen-
ters can provide assistance to
retirees and veterans trying to
receive their payments. A list for
addresses and office hours can be
found at "Contact My Local IRS
Office" at www.irs.gov.

Eligible individuals including their qual-
ifying children must have valid Social
Security numbers. Also, people cannot
be claimed or be eligible to be claimed
as a dependent on someone else's tax
return. People with Individual Taxpayer
Identification Numbers, except for the
spouses and qualifying children of mili-
tary personnel, are not eligible.

African American Health F air 
Offering Help Filing for 2008 Economic Stimulus Payment



8 ::   www.MinorityReporter.net

Day 1: Arriving in Denver
It's 4am in Rochester, NY. I arrived at
the airport sleepy but excited
because I am about to witness histo-
ry.  We arrive in Atlanta were we will
be taking our connecting flight to
Denver.  At the gate, there are over
100 people with Obama08 stickers,
pins and hats. The buzz has started.
Spirits are definately high. I meet del-
egates from Pittsburgh, Boston,
Florida, New York and DC all united,
all ready to take Denver by storm. I
quietly board my plane reading this
month's Essence Magazine about
the Obama family. The gentlemen
thats sits next to me is from England.
He hopes that Obama gets elected
too.

As the plane lands, I look out the win-
dow at the Rocky Mountains off in
distance.  The flat landscape and the
blue skies hit me as I walk out of the
airport.  Locals comment that they
have never seen so many people, not
even during peak ski season.
Everyone's polite and friendly "can I
help you? Do you need a taxi? Do you
need help with your bags?" --I hear all
over the place.

Finally, we are driving down the high-
way and I see WELCOME DNCC 2008
CONVENTION.  "We're here!" I shout.
My boss looks at me as if I have lost
my mind. 
I tell her, "I am here to witness histo-
ry live up close and personal.  I will
be able to tell my nephews and
unborn children that I cast into a vote
at the Democratic Convention nomi-
nating our first African American
President. "

I pause and reflect on where my
community has been, the trials and
tribulations my ancestors suffered
and I think we are redeemed.  I think
about an article I read in Essence
about young black boys that used to
be 'problem children' who are cur-
rently working extra hard because
they believe with all their heart
change is coming.

As we arrive at the hotel the vendors
are ready to make money, the
protests have started, the police are
in riot gear and the horses are stand-
ing at attention.  Welcome to Denver,
Colorado.  

Day 2: NY convention and
Michelle Obama
The NY Delegation was invited to a
breakfast yesterday morning-we sat
down and Sen. Hillary Clinton walked
in. She made a grand entrance.  Her
supporters waved "Hillary Made
History" signs.  "Hillary! Hillary!"
echoed throughout the hall.  She
spoke eloquently about uniting and
supporting the democratic nominee.
She told the crowd that a vote for

McCain would be a wrong vote.  

After her speech, I sat down to speak
with an elderly woman. She said,
"Hillary will always be Hillary.  She, in
some ways, feels like she's been
cheated and when she's speaking it
seems insincere. [But,] today is the
day Dr. King talked about.  Look
around you, this is the first time that
I have seen anything like this.
Barack isn't just black he's a man

cont’d next page

DIARDIARY OF A CONVENTION:Y OF A CONVENTION:
Councilw oman Lovely Warren’s Journey as a
Delegate at the Democratic N ational Con vention

SPECIAL REPORT
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2 Palm Street
Rochester NY 14615

(ACROSSFROM KODAK’S
THEATREON THERIDGE)

Ph: (585) 458-9340
Fax: (585) 458-5325

Email: pyramidsbarandgrill
@hotmail.com

and this man is what we need.  His
story is the story of David and
Goliath.  God is in control of this
thing. History will be made here this
week and I am here to witness it. The
struggle was all worth it," she con-
cluded. 

During the day, the streets were
rather empty- no protesters around
the hotel like the day before.
However, as the shuttle bus proceed-
ed to the convention center the
crowds gathered  Celebrities and
news anchors were all over the
place, the convention center was
packed standing room only.  I arrived
at the Pepsi Convention Center as
Caroline Kennedy introduced her
Uncle Ted.  The crowd went wild! 

Senator Kennedy made the trip
against doctor's orders. His speech
was powerful, dynamic and moving.
"We need renewal for our nation, the
torch must be passed to a new gen-
eration, the work must begin a new
THE HOPE RISES AGAIN AND THE
DREAM LIVES ON, he said."  The
energy in the room was so high-the
song Celebration played in the back-
ground.

Before Michelle Obama took the
stage they showed a video of her and
her family.  It talked about her father
and the love she had for him. It told
her story and how Barack asked her
out many, many times before she
accepted.  He snagged her when he
offered to buy her ice cream after a
company picnic.  Craig Robinson,
Michelle's brother introduced her.
He said, "My daddy is smiling down

on her not because of who she mar-
ried although he loved Barack but
because of who she is.  She is a
strong, loving and compassionate
person."

Michelle's stage presence was unbe-
lievable.  She looked absolutely flaw-
less. Her hair was phenomenal and
her makeup was just right.   She said
what she loved about her husband
was that he empowers people to see
the world as it is and the way it
should be.  He wants people to
believe in fairness and justice and
we all know what it looks like.  He
wants people to find the strength in
themselves. The great American
Story is the thread that ties us
together. Barack will bring the
change we need, she concluded. 

As I sat there listening to her, tears
weld in my eyes because I believed.  I
understood that their story is truly
the American story.  I believed.  

As I watched her daughters embrace
her and look loving at the screen
were their father was on live, I truly
understood what the elderly lady had
said earlier.  This is the story of David
and Goliath the old vs. the new. We
must all do our part in letting go of
our fears and embracing our future.
A new America Dr. King would be
proud of. 

Day 3: Hillary Clinton
Today the protesters were out in full
force.  Pro-lifer's lined the streets
with graphic photos and peace in the

Cont’d on next page

DIARDIARY OF A CONVENTION:Y OF A CONVENTION:
cont ’d  f rom page 8cont ’d  f rom page 8
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Middle East protesters were walking
around on a mission.  It was about 90
degrees here and the tempers among
the protesters were pretty hot. They
went back and forth with Obama sup-
porters. One lady said, "I don't get you
pro-life people you don't believe in
abortion - nor do you believe in birth
control.  You guys really need to get
your act together."

I decided to walk to the Pepsi Arena
where the convention was being held
what a mistake.  I guess everyone had
the same idea instead of taking the
shuttle.  I stood in line over an hour
waiting to be screened by security.  As
I made it through security I noticed
they treated everyone the same,
media, television anchors and dele-
gates.  As I approached the arena the
crowd was thick -- a little solemn,
maybe it was the heat.

"America is a place where you can
make it if you try.  Opportunity is yours
no matter who your parents are or
where you come from," this was the
message I heard from an Obama
video that was playing as I entered the
arena.  There were many speakers
tonight and the crowd became rest-
less. They began to talk over many of
the speakers and the atmosphere
was in some ways disrespectful to
them.  

Everyone was waiting for Hillary.
Suddenly the people in front of me
started behind them -- sitting right

above us was our very own Michelle
Obama and Joe Biden.  I immediately
jumped up, grabbed my camera and
made my way up the stairs.  I was on
a mission the guard cleared the stairs
and gave me a direct path to Michelle.
I stood in awe as I took two to three
photos of her.  She waved at us and
smiled.  Awesome!

I made it back to my seat and on the
floor in front of me was Spike Lee,
Judge Mathias, Angela Bassett
among other celebrities that were in
the crowd I heard Jasmine Guy, Ashley
Judd and Dee from Moesha was all in
the building.   Around 8:20 a video
began a story about a girl who broke
down barriers and shattered the glass
ceiling.   Hillary signs were being
passed out.  I looked around the
arena and as high as one could see
were people.  People were every-
where.  It was standing room only and
then Chelsea Clinton walked onto the
stage and said, "I introduce to you my
mother Hillary Rodham Clinton."  The
crowd went wild Hillary signs were as
far as you could see.  Everyone eager-
ly took there seat anticipating, waiting
and keenly listening to every word that
came out of her mouth.  This was her
moment to unite the party.

She said genuinely, "Barack is my can-
didate." She emphasized that this
election is about America.  When the
polls have closed it comes down to
the American people, the families.
The American people have taught her

so much.  Hillary will remember the
injured American soldier who fought
in Iraq who said take care of my bud-
dies and then take care of me, the
single mom with no health insurance
and all the other people she has met
on the campaign trail. Senator Clinton
thanked her supporters, the sister-
hood of the traveling pants suits,
Congresswoman Stubbs-Jones and all
those that didn't give up on her. 

She attacked John McCain and
George Bush by noting that there is no
coincidence that they both will be in
the Twin Cities because you can't tell
either of them apart.  She brought the
crowd to their feet and then she said
it the most powerful statement of the
night.  
To her supporters she said, "Did you
vote for me because it was me or did
you vote for what I stood for?"  If you
are tired of the war, the deficit, the
economy and defective healthcare
then you must join with me and you
must vote for Barack Obama. A
Democrat needs to take back the
White House.  We did it before when
Bill Clinton was in office and we will do
it again when Obama takes the White
House.  Barack will revitalize the

democrats and he will save this coun-
try.  The crowd was moved to tears of
joy.  They were empowered and many
understood it was time to let go and
move on.

She noted 88 years ago on this very
day woman got the right to vote.  She
ended her speech by talking about
Harriet Tubman and her method of
freeing the slaves.  She said, Harriet
said if you hear a  dog keep going, if
you hear people shouting you keep
going, if you get scared you have to
keep going and as Americans we have
to keep going but before we keep
going we must get going by electing
Barack Obama President of the
United States.  

To be in the crowd was absolutely
unbelievable.  She said exactly what
we needed to hear.  After that speech
I walked back to my hotel feeling excit-
ed and ready to do all I can to win this
election.  I know now, Barack can't do
it by himself. He needs each one of us
to do our part. 

To read Lovely’s continuing
report visit our website at
www.MinorityReporter.net

Floral Boutique Florist
607 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in 
same location!

Favors for all occasions

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans
* Annual Holiday Memorial Service

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

My Diary of the DNC Cont’d from page 9
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ROI of fers you and your com pany an arra y of free 
services that are essential in toda y's job mark et. 

* Job referral and replacement services 
throughout four states

* Program staff specializing in 
your specific staffing needs 

* Meeting rooms for your use in applicant 
interview and testing

* Off site and on site training curriculum 
tailored by and to your employment needs

We recognize the value of employers and 
welcome your participation in the 

National Farmworkers Jobs Program

ROI Training and Em ployment Program 
provides valuable benefits for y our 

company and the community at large. 

For More Details Call 585-340-3300 

Rural Oppor tunities, Inc.

The City's new Feel Great Pass (for-
merly Good Times Pass) provides
Rochester residents who are age 60
and over with a 50 percent discount-
to many City Bureau of Recreation
programs and activities. Available
for$5, the wallet-sized Feel Great
Pass is valid for one year (Sept. 1-
Aug.31).  The non-transferable card
entitles the bearer to a 50 percent
discount off regularly-priced general
admissions and certain fees charged
at City facilities. 

Seniors can use the passes for dis-
counts on  skate rental and skating
admissions, tennis lessons, aquatic
classes, pool admissions, dances,
and use of weight rooms at City facil-
ities. The program also offers dis-
counts on educational classes such
as ceramics and First-Aid and CPR
Training.

The card may be purchased at any City
Recreation Center during regular oper-
ating hours and 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-
Fri., at City Recreation administrative

offices, 400 Dewey Ave., or at Room
222-B in City Hall, 30 Church St. 

Other discounts and special privi-
leges may be announced during the
year. The pass does not apply to per-
mits, league fees, fees charged by
outside organizations, dinners and
buffets.  A complete list of applicable
activities and locations is available
at each facility. For information, call
311 (outside Rochester, call 428-
5990) or the Bureau of Recreation,
428-6755.

"Rochester Blossoms!," a huge one-
day volunteer gardening effort,will
beautify city parks with thousands of
daffodil and tulip bulbs,8-10 a.m.,
Sat., Oct. 4. Neighborhood volunteers
should pre-register no later than
Thurs., Sept. 26.The "Rochester
Blossoms!" event attracts nearly 250
volunteer gardeners who plant more
than 15,000 plants and bulbs each
season. Volunteers are asked to meet
at 8 a.m. at the Bureau of Recreation's
administrative offices, 400 Dewey Ave.
A morning snack, flower bulbs, maps
and planting advice will be provided.
Teams will then go to planting beds

that have been pre-prepared by City
staff. Participants should bring their
own garden gloves, trowels, shovels
and rakes. 

Gardens are located throughout the
city, including:
* Charles Carroll Park, Andrews St.
at Front St., adjacent to the
Sister Cities Bridge
* Gardiner St. Recreation Center, 75
Grover St.
* Cobbs Hill Park, Culver Rd. at
Norris Dr. 
* Manhattan Square Park, 353
Court St., adjacent to Strong

Museum
* Genesee Valley Park, Elmwood Ave.
at the Genesee River
* Washington Square Park, Corner of
S. Clinton Ave. and Court St.
This project is a part of Rochester's
"Flower City Looking Good"
gardening program, encouraging res-
idents to enhance and better
understand the natural environment.
For more information call 311
(outside Rochester call 428-5990),
the Bureau of Recreation at 
428-6755 or visit www.city-
ofrochester.gov.

"FEEL GREAT" SENIOR PASS OFFERS DISCOUNTS FOR CITY RESI-
DENTS AGED 60 AND OVER

Volunteer s Needed for the "R ochester Blossoms!" Ev ent

BET's '106 & PARK' Goes
Live With DNC

NEW YORK, Aug. 27  /PRNewswire/ -
- BET's top-rated music countdown
show 106 & PARK and co-host
Terrence will broadcast live at 6:00
PM* on Thursday, August
28 from the Community College of
Aurora's CentreTech campus in
Denver during the Democratic
National Convention in an effort to
encourage young people to register
to vote.  With co-host Terrence live
from Denver and co- host Rocsi in
the studio, 106 & PARK will be urg-
ing young people to register online
all week and registering audience
members in the studio.

In addition to its live television cover-
age, 106 & PARK's online social
community 106 & PARK CONNECT
will be asking viewers to upload their
own videos to the site, proclaiming
that they have registered to vote.

"106 & PARK has a strong and
unique relationship with our audi-
ence," said Stephen G. Hill,
Executive Vice President, Music
Programming & Talent, BET.
"The show has always been about
more than music; it's also about
issues and events important in their
worlds from Jena 6 to the Sean Bell
case to the current exciting political
season.
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Guest Commentary 
by Earl Ofari Hutchinson

Presumptive presidential contender
Barack Obama and Republican rival
John McCain have made splashy, big
media photo op visits to New Orleans
and the Gulf Coast since the Katrina
horror. Obama says he will push a
sweeping and costly Katrina recovery
plan. McCain, on the other hand,
took some heat for voting against the
billions the Senate allocated for
Katrina recovery projects. But he
opposed the funding as Senator
McCain. As presidential candidate
McCain he now calls President
Bush's response to the Katrina disas-
ter "terrible and disgraceful." Though
McCain is vague about whether he'll
propose billions more for Katrina
recovery, he at least acknowledged
Bush's failure to deal with the crisis. 
But the two candidates have been
virtually mute on the campaign trail
about the real story and tragedy of
Katrina. That is the naked face of
poverty Katrina exposed to the world
three years ago. The dire poverty
remains just as naked and shameful
three years later. 
A recent report by the Kaiser Family
Foundation on the experiences of
New Orleans residents three years
after the debacle found that the over-
whelming majority of residents say
that the city is even more divided
than ever by poverty. Nearly forty per-

cent of adults and children in the city
are poor. That's the same number
that was poor three years ago. 
Obama and McCain are not insensi-
tive to the poverty issue from a policy
standpoint. Obama's campaign web-
site spells out detailed proposals to
attack poverty that include a mas-
sive increase in job training funding,
housing tax credits, boosting the
minimum wage and expanding unin-
sured health care programs. McCain
talks about vouchers, tax credits,
expanding health care programs and
providing more funds for private
industry job training programs. 
But they have been loath to use their
campaign stump as a bully pulpit to
talk about poverty. That reluctance is
no surprise. 
For weeks after the shocking scenes
of the black poor fleeing for their
lives from the floodwaters in New
Orleans, Bush and the Democrats
talked tough about a full court press
on poverty. For an instant talk of
fighting poverty became almost
respectable in business, public phi-
lanthropy, congressional and White
House circles. 
In a post-Katrina assessment of pub-
lic opinion on poverty, more
Americans agreed that the govern-
ment should do more to end poverty. 
Civil rights leaders, the
Congressional Black Caucus, and
anti-poverty groups saw an opening
and pounded on the Bush adminis-
tration and Congress to do some-

thing about whittling down the ranks
of the estimated 35 to 40 million
Americans that still wallow in pover-
ty. Again, that was three years ago. 
The national soul search about
attacking poverty has evaporated.
The irony is that by a thin majority,
New Orleans residents say they are
optimistic about the city's future. But
a majority of the residents in the
Kaiser Foundation survey still say
that Congress and the nation has for-
gotten its promise to fully rebuild the
city, and to deal with the poverty that
created so many of the problems in
New Orleans before, during and after
Katrina. 
Though Bush deserves the blame for
the failure to fully follow through on
his rhetoric about aiding the poor,
the Democrats' hands aren't clean
either. John Edwards was the only
Democratic presidential contender
to talk up the need to reengage
Congress and the nation in the
poverty battle. That didn't last, and
even before his exit from the cam-
paign trail in January, Edwards had
pretty much abandoned his Great
Society talk about pumping billions
into an anti- poverty crusade. 
For a brief moment, mostly shamed
by Edward's attention getting talk
about poverty, Obama and Hillary
Clinton made the poverty fight a
campaign issue. They hit Bush hard
on the Katrina failure and specifical-
ly cited the poverty that became the
ugly face of Katrina. But they quickly

dropped the issue in their campaign
talks. Neither gave any sign that if
elected they would fight for the bil-
lions that it will take to enact a com-
prehensive program to combat
poverty. 
The Congressional Black Caucus still
is the only group among Democrats
that periodically lash Congress and
the Bush administration for not
spending more on the Gulf poor. But
their cry continues to fall on deaf
ears. And it hasn't shown much will-
ingness to renew the fight for the bil-
lions it once demanded. 
On the third anniversary of the
Katrina nightmare, Bush, McCain
and Obama will make the ritual
pledges to do more to fulfill the large-
ly unfilled promises of rebuilding the
Gulf. And to help those still in dire
need. But even as they make their
pledge, many of the Gulf's poor still
remain just as numerous, scattered,
dispirited and forgotten. The talk
about waging war on poverty if men-
tioned at all will again be just as
quickly dropped. 

----------
Earl Ofari Hutchinson is an author
and political analyst. His new book is
The Ethnic Presidency: How Race
Decides the Race to the White House
(Middle Passage Press, February
2008). Reprinted with permission
from www.blacknews.com

Poverty Still Missing from the Presidential Candidate's V ocabular y on Katrina Third Anniv ersary 
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Calendar of Events

July 18-Aug 31, 2008
SHAPING THE EARTH: A PHOTO
EXHIBIT ON EARTHEN ARCHITEC-
TURE
The Baobab Cultural Center cele-
brates its Summer of Sustainability
with a special photo exhibit, film
screening and artist’s talk on
Africa’s rich cultural heritage of
earthen architecture. Opening night
is Friday, July 18, 6 PM to 9 PM.
Exhibit runs through Aug. 31. at the
Baobab Cultural Center, 738
University Ave., Rochester, N.Y. The
event is free and open to the gener-
al public. Light refreshments will be
served. For more info, please con-
tact baobab.center@yahoo.com

August 29th
SHOWTIME FAMILY FRIDAY 
Be a Star at “Showtime” Family
Friday at the Rochester Museum &
Science Center
Location: 657 East Avenue,
Rochester, NY 14607 Have fun with
the Rochester Philharmonic
Orchestra’s Instrument Petting Zoo.
Try musical instruments and learn
how they make their sounds. learn
about the physics of dance discover
how your voice box workstake an
improv class with the RMSC Players
try out some “Blue Man Group” per-
cussion instruments
Time: Friday August 15, 11am to
4pm  Admission: Free with Museum
admission: adults $11, seniors/col-
lege students $10, children (3 to
18) $9, children under 3 free, RMSC
members $1, Corporate Members
$1, Community Partner Pass $1,
group rate $6/person. 
Website: www.rmsc.org

Thursday, August 28th, 2008
ROCHESTER FAITH COMMUNITY
FOR OBAMA CONVENTION WATCH
PARTY
Join RFCFO before and during
Barack Obama’s historical Speech
accepting the Democratic
Nomination! Help us seize the
momentum of celebration coming
out of the Denver Convention to reg-
ister and mobilize Voters. More than
75,000 people will be in Denver to
be part of this important moment.
Barack’s speech at the Convention
will be a culmination of the unlikely
journey that has brought all of us so
far over the past 17 months
Location: Main Street Armory, 900
E. Main Street. Rochester, NY

August 29-31, 2008

WOODSTOCK MUSEUM 9THANNU-
AL FREE FILM & VIDEO FESTIVAL
Woodstock Museum is a non-profit
educational institution. You can
attend free screenings & workshops
at the film and video festival. This
year¹s theme is Freedom. View &
critique alternative films, meet the
filmmakers enjoy live music &
dance. The event will be held at
Woodstock Town Hall, 76 Tinker St.,
in Woodstock, NY on Labor Day
weekend. Opening ceremony is at
8:00 pm August 29. Event will start
at 2:00 pm August 30-31.

August 30, 2008
FREE ANNUAL EMPOWERMENT
ZONE CARNIVAL
New Born Fellowship church will
host its First Annual Carnival on
Saturday, August 30, 2008 at 1550
N. Clinton Avenue. The Carnival will
include: Free Food, Free book bags,
Free Hair cuts, with games, prizes
and fun for the entire family. Vendor
Registration forms are available. The
purpose of this event is to invite the
community and organizations to
come out fellowship with each other.
For more information on this
blessed event, please contact
Cassandra Kelley at (585) 342-
5020 or 503-3457.

August 30, 2008
AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
HEALTH FAIR
Action for a Better Community Inc.,
in partnership with WellCare, Unity
Health System, BLCA, and Faith
Community Alliance will be hosting a
Health fair targeted to the African-
American resident. The event will be
held Saturday, August 30, from
10:00 am – 4:00 pm in the outdoor
parking lot at Unity Health System’s
Genesee St. Campus. For more
information, e-mail lynnrob@hot-
mail.com.

September 5, 2008
MEL HENDERSON & PARADIGM
SHIFT @ THE CLARION RIVERSIDE
HOTEL 
Rochester’s acclaimed native son,
Mel Henderson, leads a Paradigm
Shift reunion with trombonist
Wycliffe Gordon, trumpeter Marcus
Printup and saxophonist Grey
Mayfield. The house will be jumping!

September 6, 2008
1ST ANNUAL GOSPEL HIP HOP
FESTIVAL
Saturday September 6, 2008
from: 1PM — 6 PM, 890
Goodman Street, Rochester, NY
14609 Joy Community Church
event

September 12, 2008
HEAVYWEIGHT REMATCH:
MULGREW MILLER VS. JOHNNY
O’NEAL 
THE HYATT REGENCY HOTEL With
their first piano face-off judged a
draw, Mulgrew Miller and Johnny
O’Neal are certain to elevate their
virtuosic playing to levels where only
the legends perform. The sure bet:
“You don’t want to miss this piano
face-off!” 

September 13, 2008
“YOU HAVE THE POWER: VOTE!”
COMMUNITY FORUM
This event will take place Saturday,
September 13, 2008 from 1 pm - 3
pm at the School #19 auditorium,
465 Seward St. (corner of Reynolds
St.). Discussion topics include voting
rights of convicted felons, the power
in your individual vote, and many
others. This is a FREE event. Please
register at 234-2200.

Sept 13, 2008
SMOOTH JAZZ BIRTHDAY BASH
Door 6:30pm/ Show 7pm | 16+
w/ID | $20 adv ance/ $25 at the
door
A funky, smooth Jazz Birthday bash
for Jimmie Highsmith, Jr. featuring
four time Grammy nominee Joseph
Wooten (of the Wooten Brothers),
with Rochester, NY’s funkiest group
Filthy Funk, Beeno and Ronny of the
celebrated Neo-Soul Group Black
August and all the way from ATL spe-
cial guest vocalist Tyler “The Real
T.O.” Owens. The band lead by
Jimmie himself is a line up featuring
the talents of some of the most pro-
lific musicians playing music today.
This is truly one concert you don’t
want to miss. It may be a one time
only experience you’ll never see
again.. The Event MC will be
Celebrated Voiceover talent, Writer,
Actress and Poet. CSWA Poets
Founder/Director Diane Conway.
Water Street Music Hall,204 N.
Water St., Rochester, NY 14604

September 13 & 20, 2008
“LED ZEPPELIN LASER”
Experience “Whole Lotta Loveî
through the Planetariumís awesome
six-channel digital sound system as
the 65-foot dome blazes with spec-
tacular krypton and argon laser
light! Don’t miss this sensational
production of Led Zeppelin Laser.
The show starts at 9pm and lasts
approximately 50 minutes.
Admission is $9 for adults and $8
for seniors, college students, stu-
dents ages 5–18 and RMSC mem-
bers. (Children under five are not
admitted to Saturday Night Laser
shows.)

September 13, 2008

12th Annual Rochester River
Challenge (Outrigger Canoe Sprint
Races)
This is an inclusive community event
for paddlers with and without dis-
abilities. No experience is neces-
sary; all equipment is provided in
addition to a steers-person for each
canoe. Teams of seven people must
pre-register prior to race day. Each
team competes in two 400-meter
sprint races. Groups offered for pad-
dlers from 10 years of age and up.
There is an entry fee for the races.
A silent auction will be available.
Note: Guest teams will include
members of the U.S. military servic-
es from Iraq and Afghanistan
Organized by Cape Ability Outrigger
Ohana, Inc. a Rochester chapter of
Disabled Sports USA; Genesee
Waterways Center, 149 Elmwood
Ave, Rochester, New York 14611
Time: Blessing of the Boats at 8:45
am followed by races from 9:30 am-
12:00 noon and 1:15-4:30, Honor
our Heroes ceremony 12:15-12:45
p.m. Go to
www.adaptivecanoeing.orgfor more
information, pictures and entry
forms.

Saturday, September 13th, 2008
Bull’s Head Bicentennial Celebration
Time and place: noon until 5:00 pm
at the greenspace north of Genesee
Street at West Main across from
Unity Health. The 200th Birthday
Celebration of historic Bull’s Head
will feature music, an original drama
highlighting neighborhood contribu-
tors, horse & carriage rides and
activities for youth. There will be
opportunities to record memories of
old-time Bull’s Head and express
desires for a revitalized west side
hub at the Celebration site itself.

September 16 th, 2008 
DORJE CHANG BUDDHA IS LIVING IN
AMERICA 
7-9pm. A free lecture at the First
Universalist Church of Rochester
(150 South Clinton Ave, Rochester,
NY 14604) given by Zhaxi Zhuoma
Rinpoche about the Buddha-dharma
and the path to enlightenment. For
directions and parking visit
http://r ochesteruniversalist.org/visit
Us/parkingEntrance.php

For inclusion in this FREEcommuni-
ty calendar, email 
events@minorityreporter.net

Community Calendar 
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Upfront Cleaning Service
“W e work har d, so that Y OU won ’t have to .”

Call F rances L ynn at (585):749-0330
Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for
you!

* House warming
* Valentine’s Day
* Bir thdays
* Anniversary
* Mother’s Day
* Father’s Day
* A great gift for 

grand parents
* Post-operative 

support
* Light c leaning 

support for 
Senior Citizens

Over 20 years e xperience

A great time was had by the 152 participating golfers at the 15th Annual Dolin,
Thomas & Solomon LLP Lawyers for Learning Golf Tournament on Monday,
August 18 at Country Club of Mendon. The tournament serves as the primary
fundraiser for Lawyers for Learning, an education program of the Monroe
County Bar Association..

Picture: Monroe County Bar Association President T. Andrew Brown  and
Michael Cobbs, both from Bronze sponsor Brown & Hutchinson, admire the
shots of their fellow golfers during the tournament. Photos courtesy of Greg
Francis Photography

ROCHESTER, NY
As students prepare to return to
school next week, M&T Bank
announces a $25,000 grant award-
ed to the Young Parents Support
Services (YPSS), a program of the
YWCA of Rochester and Monroe
County.  The funds will support serv-
ices for pregnant teens and young
mothers that promote completion of
their education and help to assure
the academic success of their chil-
dren. 

"We are extremely appreciative of
M&T Bank for their generous gift,"
said Jean Carroll, president and
CEO of the YWCA of Rochester and
Monroe County.  "This grant allows
us to offer crucial services to young
mothers that will help them develop
the skills necessary to lead suc-
cessful lives and enable them to

provide nurturing environments for
their children."

YPSS is the only program of its kind
to offer intensive in-
school case manage-
ment services to ado-
lescent pregnant and
parenting girls in the
Rochester City School
District as well as to
teen mothers who no
longer attend school.
Last year, 275 partici-
pants - the majority
between the ages of 15
and 19 years old -
received intensive case
management services, life-skills, par-
enting and child development train-
ing, health education, and vocational
and employment counseling.
A key objective of YPSS is to stress

the importance of young mothers
completing their education, not only
for the sake of their own futures but
also for the sake of their children.

Studies have found a
direct correlation
between the educational
success of teen mothers
and the academic
achievements of the
next generation.  YPSS
also implements several
initiatives that promote
language development,
literacy skills, and
kindergarten readiness
in the children of teen
mothers.

"The YWCA reaches a lot of young
women and provides them with the
skills needed to improve their lives.
M&T sees this grant as an investment

in the future of these young women
and our community," said M&T Bank
Regional President Daniel J. Burns.

With M&T Bank's generous support,
YPSS will continue to help adoles-
cent parents set and accomplish
their educational and employment
goals and support the young moth-
ers as they nurture the physical and
emotional needs of their children.
YPSS offers workshops on a variety
of topics ranging from "how to care
for your baby" to stress manage-
ment.  YPSS also provides links to
early childhood education and family
child care programs in addition to
learning activities that foster lan-
guage development in infants and
toddlers.

YWCA Receiv es $25,000 Grant from M&T Bank - F unds to benefit
YWCA's Young Parents Suppor t Services program

The Lawyers for Learning Dolin,
Thomas & Solomon LLP 15th
Annual Golf Tournament

Daniel Burns, M&T Bank
Rochester Region President

Rochester, NY — Don’t miss the Annual Fall Festival Timber Sports
Demonstration and Competition at Cumming Nature Center on October 4 and
5.  College woodsman teams from Finger Lakes Community College, Paul
Smith’s College, SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry
(Syracuse), and SUNY-ESF Ranger School (Wanakena), will test their strength
and skills in this exciting sporting event. 

The competition features amazing displays of tree climbing, chain sawing, axe
throwing, log rolling, crosscut sawing, and other woodsman skills. There’s
even a hilly, 3/4-mile triathlon consisting of an axe throw, run, bow saw, run,
axe throw. You’ll be astonished at the athletic prowess required of champion
woodsmen and woodswomen!

Set-up and demonstrations will take place on Saturday October 4 from 10am–2pm.
The competition follows on the next day: Sunday, October 5, from 10am–5pm.  Hot
dogs, chili, soup, and other lunch items will be available for $6/meal. 

Cumming Nature Center is open to the public from 9am to 5pm on weekends
only. Admission is free for Rochester Museum & Science Center members. A
donation of $3 per person or $10 (maximum) per family is suggested for non-
members. For directions to Cumming Nature Center, visit www.rmsc.org or call
(585)374-6160 (weekends only). 

Funding for maintenance of Cumming Nature Center's five thematic trails is
provided by NYS Senator Dale M. Volker.
For more information about RMSC, see http://www.rmsc.org.

Timber Spor ts Competition at the
RMSC Cumming Nature Center

* Embellished suits
* Dresses
* Special Occasion Attire
* Career Wear
* Pants and Skirt Sets
* Jewelry and 

Accessories
* Sizes 10 - 34

Dressed N Style

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many

designer suits

262-3550
Let us dress you 

in style!
Celebration Sale Event

30% OFF with A d

178 W Main St. (1 block west of Washington St.) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM
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CLASSIFIEDSHELP W ANTED

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation
1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621_______________________________

HELP WANTED
* Skilled Machinist

* Skilled Sheetmet al 
Brake Operators

* Grinders

4 5 8 - 1 0 9 0

Regis tered 
Nurse

Unity Health System is looking
for a Full Time RN for their Health
Care for the Homeless Program.
The program provides compre-
hensive health care services for
the homeless or those at-risk for
homelessness.  Responsibilities
include providing skilled nursing
assessments of the bio-psycho-
social needs of chronic and
acute illness of clients in shel-
ters, on the mobile medical unit
and in other environments.

Qualifications: BSN or RN
with two years home care experi-
ence preferred. Unity Health
offers an impressive benefits
package including tuition reim-
bursement, loan forgiveness, free
parking and a child care center
with subsidized rates.  

Submit resume :
email: rwadhawan@unityhealth.org
call: 585-368-3190
Fax: 585-368-3979. 
For more details visit our website
at www.unityhealth.org

Unity is an EOE

SERVICES

Earn your dreams...
ConServe has been recovering educa-
tional debt since 1985 and has imme-
diate openings for Debt Counselors. 

"ConServe has been my employer for
more than 5 years.  I began working
here part time while I was still in high
school.  When I started working for
ConServe there were 42 employees
and now we have over 300!  Due to

their lucrative bonus structure and my
dedication and commitment to my
career at ConServe, I was recently
able to purchase my first home."

~Jeff, Debt Counselor 

If you are looking for work/lif e balance,
great compensation, and the satisfac-
tion of being rewarded for hard work
send your resume by either email to

pkent@conserve-arm.com or by fax to
(585)598-6131.

ConServe is an Equal Opportunity Employer
(EOE) and a Drug Free Workplace.

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

IN FORECL OSURE?

Minority Reporter
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