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Letter s, Comments

Barack Obama ‘Using’ the Blac k Community

Dear Minority Rporter:

We, as a minority communitymust
begin © be fair in our assessment
of what is right and wong.

Senabor Obama has a campaign ©
use the black community ¢ defeat
Senabr McCain. Senair Obama
does na have the skills © run this
country. His platbrm on change
lacks substance and he has done
nothing to deserve to be president
of this country. As a black
American, | wuld love to have a
black /minority person as president;
but not someone who lacks the
skills as Senabr Obama does and
not someone who tries ® use peo
ple to his adwantage. He is willing
to destmoy the reputation and image
of people who hae worked very
hard to build this county. The
United Staes may na be perfect
but each and every congressional
person on that hill vorks to make it
better. Senabr Obama has tried @
make the people of this nation
believe that Washingion, D.C. is a
wild community and that no one is
working to acconplish anything; it
takes him making the changesd
make it work. When he ran against
Senabr Clinbn his carrpaign mes
sage vas one thing; then when he

won against Clinbn, he changed his

campaign message 6 the exact
message that Senatr Clinbn was
adwocating. Yu can see hav he
has treated the Clinbns; with no
respect and dignity You can also
see haw he treaed the Black com
munity at the chuch that he atend-
ed. For 20 years he atended that
church, and he had 6 know exactly

what Rev. Wight was about, but he
pretended that he didn't knav what
Rev Wight was about until he stat-
ed running br President. V& may
not like mary of the things that Rv.
Wright has b say but Rev. Wight, at
least, will stand up and sg "This is
who | really am. du can tale me or
leave me."

Who is Barack Obama? What is

Barack Obama about? No one real

ly knows and knawv one can answer
this question.

Senabor Barack Obama is goingot
mess it up br the time when the

right minority comes along who real

ly has the skills b run this country,
someone whom w can be poud of,
and someone who doesn't needot
have people pin him up like he is a
paper doll.

We, as a minority communityneed
to be fair. Senabr McCain has
given twenty plus ears of his lie to
this country. He has been a leader
a friend o everyone, and he has
worked to make a difference in our

lives. Senabr McCain has been the
one who has been the change agent

in Washingion, D.C. but Senair
Obama would leave you to believe
that he is the change agent.
Senabr McCain has been the one
who has been abled get the
democrats, republicans and inde
pendents bgether on issues but
Senabr Obama wuld make you to
believe that he is the one that is
doing this. Eerything good in
Washington, D.C., Senair Obama
has come out b the grasspots level
and made people belige that he is

implementing these good things or
he is going b make changes b
implement these good things. If
Senabr Obama is willingd lie

about the small things, what kind of
lies will he €ll about the BIG issues.

| have been going aound talking ©
minorities and encouraging them
not to allow Senabr Obama b use
us....o think that he can lie and éll
us anything. W desewe a prest
dent that is for the people and
Senabr McCain is 6r the people. |
am sure that mary people don't
know all the wonderful things that
Senabr McCain has done just on a
personal basis....he adopd a
minority child, he held theifst
Mexican in the cadé program el
comfortable with everyone, his
wife's comporation Budveiser helps
many communities accorplish their
projects, and mary more wonderful
things that he and his wi has
acconplished.

This is Senabr McCain's time ¢ be
the president of this county...this is
his year to start writing his presiden
tial legacy and | sincerely hope that
the minority community of the
United Staies will stand up and tak
part in this.

There is a minoritymary minorities,
who can run this county and do an
excellent job. Lés work to get them
ready br the next time.

Thank yu and God Bless.

Dr. Gwyn McClellan
gwynmcclellan@ghoo.com

In response b your article “Olym pic
Games: Discrimination agains t
blac ks and other minorities?”

In response b your article “County
Executiv e Announces Steep Day
Care Cuits for Lo w-Income Families”

| was in Beijing, China at thedurth World Women's UN
Congrence in 1995 and met with no problems. In fct, |
was much velcomed as a o of people had neer seen a
Black American befre and was quite suiprised at me. A
lot would come up b me and they couldn't speak English
but in a gesture, wuld ask if they could buch me. Some
even attempted to see if arything could rub of. All | ga
was a smile. Some wre \ery kind and would offer me

the toilet instead of the hole in the floor! climbed the
Great Wall of China. It vas a beautiful sight b behold.

Ellen Stubbs

| am represent one of thosedmilies that will be afected
by this mdion made fom Maggie Books. Although |
have a decent salay, it is na enough b provide all the
necessities and pg daycare for 2 children without help.
Despite all the had work a lot of people hare put forth
to keep funding available to the families that need it in
Monroe County we now see that it vas in \vain. | am
appaled by her decision and knw that if it were her, she
would be going b Staie Legislatures ¢ plea her case.

KJ Coly

JAssemblyman, David F Gantt

THE UPCOMING ELECTION IS VERY IMPORTANT
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH VOTER REGISTRATION
CALL DAVID GANTT'S OFFICE AT 454-3670

Councilwoman, L ovely A. Warren|
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Youth Power! - For Real This Time

by Rajesh Barnabas

Participation among those wunger
than 30 in this year's primary elec
tion has doubled conpared o 2004.
Young people acoss the nation are
taking greaer interest in politics.
That trend is apparent in Bchester
as well. Ten years of stree level
efforts by Teen Enpowerment (TE)
may finally be translaed into auther+
tic political gains br youth.

From among the gowing numbes of
politically astue teens in Fochestr,
14 of them were chosen b essentiat
ly become a pat of Mayor Duffy's
administration in the brm of the
Mayor's Youth Advisory Council. ®
inspire interest in this Council, Mgor
Duffy sent a Idter invitation adwertis-
ing the event as a depature from
past community 6rums for youth,
stating that at this one, "the guth
will lead and discuss and the adults
will listen."

This wvas made oficial on June 4,
2008 when the 14 members of
MYAC ran a Yuth Forum in City
Council chambes. The brum was
attended by over 150 people, the
mostly youth, and elevised live on R
News. The mgor's pomise © have
adults listen was half-fulflled since
only four of the nine council mem
bers- Caolee Conklin, Leely Warren,
Elaine Spaull, and Dana Miller
attended the yuth-run session.

So the question remained in laé
August, as MYAC published a repor
back from June's wputh forum: would
the special council the Mgor had
designaied for youth, have any teeth
to it?

"We're seeing some positie signs

from the Mayor," said King Swank, a

member of MYAC. "Theg were think-

ing of closing some of the recreation
centers and satllite programs, but

then they came bgether with the

Rochester City School District and
kept them open.”

Various membes of the MYAC goup
took on different parts of what would
eventually be a 32-page pposal.
Swank took on the area of recre
ation.

"I talk about hawv recreation po-
grams need b be sustained and ha
it isn't just about the kids already in
youth centers but those outside
youth centers, because ve need D
get them inside," said Swank.

MYAC membes recently me with
the Mayor's Senior Management

Team. Sarah Delaus, who has
worked this summer at City Hall rep
resenting MYAC, also seves as stu
dent liaison © Rochester's School
Board.

"l think we all have come b the real
ization that there really are no gick
fixes and change isn't goingd hap-
pen over night," said DelLaus.

A typical TE training session st
off with jokes, ice-brealers, physical
movement, and then a sot of 'roll-
up-your sleeves and ge¢ to work'
ethic. Camaraderie is the grund
layer to collaboration here, and sefi
ous debae and deliberation on
issues are nd just mental exercise.

For example, if an individual éels
strongly on a paticular issue, they
have to physically go stand in a sec
tion of the mom designaed for that
opinion. The éens, still standing,
then discuss the issue with peey
around the mom. Haw far they stand
from each dher literally depends all
depends on the degree the individu
als disagree.

Other membes - Agape Dwns and
Steven Martin, worked on the issue
of creating more enues for youth
expression. The poposal staed in
boldface and underline: "There are
lots of youth with talent who end up
on corness or in the streds because
there is no place 6 go."

Brandon Daniels wote the proposal
section on menbrs, which staed the
necessity of haing "someone ©
guide yu all the way, nat just a
teacher" which vas only a "empo-
rary" figure. The poposal rekrenced
School Boad Vice President ¥®n
White's report Look Beond The
Numbers by Lisening to Our
Students. The repar asked schools
to "flood the schools with merirs,
counselois, and casevorkers who
develop ongoing relationships with
struggling students."”

Among the litary of iems mentioned
for improved youth venues: a wuth
radio station, music and ar studios,
open theatrs, and ongoing ar
entrepreneur pograms. One of the
more innovative suggestions coming
out of the pioposal was for designat
ing a building br youth to run as their
own. But realistically speaking, could
youths be responsible enoughd run
their own property?

"I feel like it can happen," said
Swank. "Arything always can hap
pen. But we can't do it alone. | mean
it could be yuth run, but it has b

have an adult there b monitor and
mentor because at the same time
this is a learning pocess. & don't
know everything, ve're still youth. So
if we have that college student there,
that teacher or that construction
worker, to show us the vay then
that's fine too. We just want to be
there to implement it and sa 'this is
what we want, do this, but please
show us along the vay."

"It would be a good 6 combine recre
ation centers and ‘enues," Svank
continues. "Edgeton Community
Cener has the Stadust Ballbom
where we could bring more guth
inside. That brings more quth to the
rec. ceners as well as allaving them
to shoncase their talents. And haing
this almost every Riday and hae
this occur at diferent places aound
the city."

DelLaus added, "what if there is an
abandoned building that we could
turn into a dance studio or some
thing that is outside of just costs?"
She made the point that, currently
studios and at venues are cost po-
hibitive for many youth, suggesting
that perhaps if youth ran the build
ings and more of the ppgrams them
selves, that would keep costs davn.

"So it's about oppotunity,” said
DelLaus. "And | really behe it could
happen if we had youth people out
there that were really commited to
youth and making somehing work
for us."

While these politically precocious
teens continue b hone their negadia-
tion skills among the adult paverbro-
kers, their more daunting task mg
be to recruit more of their pees to
the cause. Eam Enpowerment has
been a constant érce in organizing
youth to organize themseles.

"It's very difficult, because at ny age
we have jobs, we want to do things,"
said Svank. "We aren't thinking bo
much about the community we're
thinking about 'hey | am coming of
age naw, | need a job, | need mong
| need school clthes, | need this, |
need that.' It's prdty had, but if you
can maintain a job and shw that you
can multitask, it shows a ld more
about what yu can do as a peson.
It shaws, 'hey, | can really maneuer
around things and still be a commu
nity assd.' And that shavs that you
have good characer.”

HSBC <»

The world’s local bank

Growing Relationships
with the Community
Rachel Adonis 238-7366
Sidney Moore 238-7721

African

Heritage

FREE GED

service.
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Wilson Commencement Park
251 Joseph Avenue | Rochester | New York | 14605

CLASSES

Time: 5:30pm to 8:00pm
(Classes meet Tuesdays and Thursdays)

Location: Wilson Commencement Park
251 Joseph Avenue | Rochester, NY 14605

All residents needing this service, as well as,

members of the entire community are encouraged
to take advantage of this free and convenient

Students must be 21 years of age or older. Child
care will be provided.

Please contact: Bridgette Jones-Waters at 262-0484

(585) 263-7930 - www.wilsoncommencementpark.org

Week of August 30, 2008 :: 3



City of P otential

by Kevan B Sheppard Jr.

city of Fochester! | have lived here

most of my life, and college vok
me away for a few years, but | came
back. This is na a situation that is
happening on a regular basis. &/
are nat doing enough b attract peo
ple to stay in this area. In addition,
we are sdting our city up b fail!
Most cities are where the action is
at! In Rochester, people seem ¢
think the city is available for work
only, and then of to the suburbs!
This is na going © allow our city b
thrive!

Iam proud D say that | live in the

We have five colleges in the local
area churning out graduats yearly,

and we do nahing to retain them.

We offer no incentives to these

bright membess of our community's
future to stay and build businesses
and families. Of all of the engineex

who graduae from RIT very few, if

any, stay in Fochester if Kodak or

Xerox isn't hiring. Are w destined br

failure because of outsouting of

two or three conpanies? Isn't there
more that defnes our area? These
colleges povide our city with a natu

ral feeder source for coporate suc

cess! We are nd using what ve

have! Somehing has b change.

For those who use the gcuse of
Rochester's violence, crime, and
lack of entertainment, | sa this.
Come b Rochester and experience
Corn Hill, Rrk Avenue, East Aenue,
and Monmoe Aenue. We hae fan-
tastic parks from Cobbs Hill ©
Highland Ruwk to Genesee ¥lley
Park! We have nationally recognized
hospitals, museums, and zoos!
There are a wariety of cultural areas,
with food for every palae! We have
Churches that are incredible! Our
festivals are avesome!

The poblem is people are afraid
and won't show up! Afraid?,...arequ
serious? Yu know that saying so is
just an excuse o stay in the area pu
consider © be "sak"! Consider this,
New York City in terms of violence,
has everything we have and then
some. The violence that occsr in
New York City does no keep people
from enjoying what it has o offer. In
fact, people WANT 6 go © New York
because of what it has ¢ offer.

Has anyone else ndiced that every
Wal-mart and Wegman's has meed
to the suburbs? Vél-mart is on the
edge of the city outside enough ¢
pay taxes to suburban communities.

Wegman's is knavn for quality.
When they moved out, it was as if D
say, the city community isn't good
enough! All malls are outside of the
City limits. V@ have a mall in every
suburb and membes of our commu
nity have to shop and spend their
money outside of their communities.
| still hear sbries of hav our dawn-
town used b thrive when Siblg's
was downtown, and the fnest
shoes, suits, and jevelry could be
obtained within fve miles of homes
in the city of Pchester. We need b
use our ingenuity and creativity a
establish nev ‘ersions of Sible's
and make the suburbs come ¢ us!

We want better schools and higher
test scores, hav about making

those who tach become more
invested in the school's success? If
you work in the city school district,
you live there. If yu are an adminis

trator, your children should atend

your school. Do gu think teachers

would tolerate disrespect and chaos
if their children's futures vere on the

line! | know that is nd the only issue
on our schools, but it has d start

somewhere! Hav about if you work

for the City in aly capacity yu must

live in the city? If people are making
money off of the city, shouldn't they

live in the place that gies them

their livelihood? Seps like this will

keep resouces in our city!

Rochester has more &bulous neigh
borhoods than poor neighbdnoods.
Drive through and see these strets,
and homes! Where there areaugh
areas, brce landlods to step up and
keep their houses in poper oder.
Giwe incentives to those who sty
and fix areas in need of wrk. It is
time to take contml of our city and
its neighbohoods. W need ©
restore grandness ¢ the home of
Susan B. Anthow and Federick
Douglas!

| do na have all of the ansvers! |
just know that Rochester there is bo
much paential in Rochester to
accept this dovnward spiral. Mary
people care, but hae not stepped
up yet! | love this city and | want oth-
ers to love it too! Our hisbry is signif
icant, but our future is just as inpor-
tant!

Kevan Sheppad is Chairman of the
African  American  Rpublican
Commitee

“R eal integity is doing the right
thing, knawving that nobod/'s going
to know whether you did it or not.”

~Oprah Winfrg
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STRA'G HT ...no chaser

by Gloria Winstn Al-Sarag
Revolution is Coming!

ung Polks are gdting it right
Yshis time. They are eaching old

school lessons ly refusing b
continue  accept nonsense. Les
hope ahers follow suit. | hae lis-
tened with great inerest to the
diverse first-time delegaes attend-
ing the Democratic National
Convention.  Their reasons dr
becoming delega¢s, and wly they
decided it was time to get involved
are the ingredients reolutions are
made of. Their wrds give me hope.
They recognize that "change" is
imminent. Theg recognize that
Barack Obama is the mand lead
that charge. He is a natural leader
and a much needed agent, whose
time has come. The reolution is
being ®levised. Mary young plks,
just four years ago, did na have a
clue about what vent on at political
conventions and mary had little ©
no interest in finding out. Barack
Obama changed their attitude.

His message of "hope" and "change”
not only hits home but reminds us
that he can nd make change hap
pen alone. His appeald the mass
es, to our yung in paticular has
apparently nd fallen on deaf eas.

Now, | started out in my minds ee a

Hillary Clinbn suppotter, mainly

because of gender | do lile Hillary, |

have met her on a w occasions and
admire her strength. But when |
really began o listen to what Barack
Obama vas saying and the serious

ness of his vords, | bund myself no

longer sitting on the énce. It vas

not long bebre | drew that conclu

sion that this man vas on a mission,
one that in all of his elogence he

would probably be had pressed b

explain himself.

It is his time and in @ercoming the
obstacles that has bought him thus
far. He has been called aariety of
choice names, mary tailored D
detract from the fact that he has
pushed conpletely through that
glass ceiling. | just don't beliee his
journey is solely about him or his
ego. | hae come b believe he has
been chosen, much lik Moses b
lead his people out of bondage. His
people defned as those who are suf
fering, locled out of the pocess |
believe God sgs so, also. L&s not
forget the sumplus that Bill Clinbn
left behind when he lef office has
been squandered.

The wealthy oil baons, much lile our
current President hae only gdten
richer, while the poor are g#ing
poorer. Mary have been brced to
park their automobiles. The
Cheng/'s of the vorld have benefited

from the destruction of a county our

young Plks continue b lose their

loves in. Uhemployment soas as

jobs and industy continues b find

safe havens outside of our boders,

while the jobs needed ¢ feed our

families are disappearing. Banking
institutions, those thought b be

secure, are collapsing eerywhere.

The nev homeless hae lost sight of
their American dream as thg find
themseles unable b pay their ill-
financed morttgagees and are losing
their homes. Gas prices are so high,
NY Stae recently repoted a needed
to make adjustments. Rvenue is
down due b that fact that 2 million
cars fewer cars that traveled the
Thruway this summer Who in their
right mind could possibly ergrtain
another 4 years of this madness?

Institutionalized racism has maw

Blacks sensitie and afraid b pub-

licly admit their pride in Barack
Obama. UWfortunately his being a
"Black" candidagé will gie rise © the

ignorance and éar that some

Europeans still hang on ¢ as it

relates to Blacks. His handles have

done well to steer clear of the brand

ing ion. | pesonally can't imagine
anything but a backlash occurring in
November. I ervision mary

Republicans tired of the same of
"same old" policies McCain repre
sents wting for Obama inséd. |

can't imagine een the blaclest of

Republicans allegedly sold on their
ideology closing that curin and fail-

ing to acknowledge that Barack
Obama and his candidacy is arthy

of a pull on that lever.

My ancesbrs, their ancesbrs say so.

It just never ceases b amaze me
how loudly wmen can poclaim

their suppott of Hillary JUS because
she is a woman, but if Black 6lks

proclaim their suppot of Obama just
because he is Black there is some
thing wiong with that. | just don't gé
it.

| am conident regadless of what is
coming out of their mouths or what
they write on papey their experience,
their history, their journey will male
them do the right thing. Especiallyf
any self respecting Black man or
woman hears the testimony of
today's yung Plks as they beam
with pride and a realization that thg
too may one dgy become President.

Atfter all, who is b say that the efforts
Shirley Chisholm, Jesse Jackson,
and Al Shapton did na all play a
subliminal role in Barack Obamas
decision D giw his quest a try?

Whether one is a Black Democrat,
Republican or dherwise it is had to

imagine that regadless of what
comes out of their mouth that thg

are na going b do the right things in
November. 1t is equally had for me

to imagine that ALL Blacks do rio
understand when | s change is
coming and the reolution is being
televised on CNN.



Read and R eap!

e of my favorite poems is

tled Don't Quit. It is about

efusing b give up in the face
of adwersity. Hovewer, it admonishes,
"Rest if you must, but don't pu quit."
We are facing bugh times, and, as
Americans, v are working hader
and hader, trying © make ends
meet. | am sure ve all have times
when we feel as though ve would
just give up.

For those of us who refused quit, we
are finding that we have to dig that
much deeper b find the strength
and fortitude to keep going. Mary of
us are scooping the btiom of the
well. Some of us are practically run
ning on enpty. Yet, we continue,
afraid of the alernative. Do ve keep
working or do ve quit? There is a
third alternative, howewer. Rest.
Rather than digging deep and éep
going, or just gitting, we can male a
conscious decision® set work aside,
ewen if it is just or a few moments.

Work is whaever depletes you. Our
society values work. Our vorkers
take fewer vacations than those of
other industrialized nations. W are
a nation of workaholics. This &ct
may be driven partly by the ear of
losing our jobs. Our nation ranks
high in terms of pioductivity. But, all
of this takes its oll. A some point ve
need o put back in what has been
taken out. Rilure to do so will een-
tually lead b burnout, depression,

Rest to Restore
by Denise Josephs

and ather maladies.

Rest is good. Rsting seems b send
some of us on a guilt trip, and &
offer excuses wly we are na busy. If
we look at the ldters that make up
the word rest, we recognize that
these same ldters help b make up
the word 'Restore.’ It is the resbra-
tive properties of rest that ve seek

How we choose b rest is a \ery per

sonal thing. Rest does nd necessar

ily mean a cessation of all activities.
Some people ind taking in a mwie

very restful and relaxing. &r cathers,

it is crocheting or knitting. Still br

some, it is going ér a walk in the

park. That can be ery refreshing,
leaving one eeling restful and at
peace.

You and | canna continue operating
on enpty. For, at some point, ve will
burnout. But, neither can most of us
afford to walk away from our jobs
and ather responsibilities, because
these are \ery important to our lives.
So, rest if yu must, but do na quit.

Denise Josephs is an educat,
speaker and wrier. Ms. Josephs
holds a Magers of Divinity degree,
as well as a Magers of Business
Administration. She avns her owvn
company, DeNicesConcegs.

CHILDREN AVAITING FARENTS

Chrispbpher is an outgoing and
loveable young man. He really
enjoys knawing that he is help
ful and is quick to apologize
when he realizes he has made
a mistake. Chris enjgs playing |

video games and \atching
movies. In 5th grade special
education classes 6r those
with emational and behavioral
issues, Chris does well aca
demically Medication and
therapy are helping him learn
to deal with his lie experk
ences. Chris does especially
well with a stiong male ople
model. A lwing and suppotive
family could go a long &y towards helping Chris gethrough
his teen years and gow into a productive adult.

Chrisbpher

For more information call 585-232-5110
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I have fun ¥

at recess,
““my asthma
under control,

anda Fidelis Care

Doctor who helps
= me breathe easier.

X

| have child Health Plus with
Fidelis Care.
* Quality health coverage for children under 19
* Checkups with your child’s own doctor
* 30,000 doctors and hespitals statewide
* Dental and eye care
* Prescription drug coverage

* Hospital and emergency care, and more!

., g

FREE or LOW-COST health coverage from Fidelis Care.
Child Health Plus, Family Health Plus, and Medicaid Managed Care

are New York State-sp. d health i prog offered by
Fidelis Care. Call 1-888-FIDELIS; TTY: 1.800-421-1220.

Proof of age, income, and address necessary to enroll.

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and

- what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi-
~ ness you've built, the life you live.

438 North Street

Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax 585-546-3439

",; \ N .
P. Kay Thomp son 7\ Erie .
Kay Thompson /k\ |ﬂSUI’aﬂC6

Call now for the
gift that works

for -
you! ¢

Upfront Cleaning Service

“We work har d, so that Y OU won 't have to .”

* House warming

* Valentine’s Day

‘ * Birthdays

. * Anniversary

* Mother’'s Day

* Father's Day

* A grea gift for
grand parents

. #l* Post-opertive

support

* Light cleaning
support for
Senior Citizns
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by Kashika Sahay

Tea with Aunty

Gladys Velarde
Opportunities A wait

N

This is the fnal installment of a six
part series calledTea with Aunty that

explores what it means @ be patt of

an ethnic culture while living in the
Rochestr community

As a child, when m dad used o tell
me that he came here & America
with $100 in his pocket and one suit
case, | vould roll my eyes at him, dis
missively tuning out andher lecture.
As | sbod in Dr Gladys ¥larde's
office, a ReruvianAmerican cadiolo-
gist, surounded by her academic
degrees, | fally realized what my
dad has been tying b teach me. He
and Dr. \klarde have the same mes
sage: grab hold of the may oppotu-
nities around and establish a li¢ for
yourself.

Unlike my father, \klarde did na
come o the US. willingly Because
she was the youngest, \élarde had ©
come o America with her mther
after her father died. She vas nat too
happy with this decision, because it
meant leaving behind her bgfriend,
the love of her lie.

Atfter a year of sadness, ¥larde trav-
eled back b Peru and married him
despite her family's warnings that
she would be 'barebot and married
with ten kids managing a gocery
store for the rest of her lié.' Today,
they are still married and hae three
children.

\klarde avoided her fimily's worries by
pursuing her mission: & help people.

"People bld me that if | vanted to

help people | should become a social
worker," \klarde comments.

Reflecting back now she wonders if

this was some brm of prejudice. A

the time, she bld them, "oh that

sounds good, but I'd rather do this
[become a docbr]."

Howewr, it was na easy \klarde

was a yung, married immigrant
woman with limied knowledge of

English, and no prior wareness of

MCA's. ¥t she translaed all her

Spanish transcripts fom high school

and gained admission @ NYU From

NYU she went on o Columbia ér

medical school taking on map odd

jobs to pay her vay.

Along the vay, \klarde realized that
America vasn't 'the land of sin' that
she had initially pegged itd be. She
actually began o like it here. She
describes her struggle with her iden
tity as being ‘caught in baween.' For
example, it could be a sinple choice:
whether to eat crab salad or ceiche
(a Peruvian seabod dish) br lunch,
or a more conplex issue of under
standing a patient's cicumstances.
As a docbr, \klarde often wonders if
she is needed more in Bru or if she
can be most efective building health
in the Rochester community

For her three children, ¥larde want-
ed to instill appreciation br all the
opportunities available to them. She
rejects the staement "If yu can
make it in NY you can male it any-
where." and insead, suggests, "If
you can male it in a third world coun
try [like Peru], then you can male it
anywhere. ¥Yu OUGHTa make it in
NY, you OUGHTa make it in the
States, because there are so man
opportunities here. W conplain too
much [here]."

This summer has been an incredible
learning experience. | el as though
| have enhanced ny own cultural
understanding  through  these
teatime chats. The most imortant
thing | have learned is that identity is
something we creake for ourselves.
We have the intelligence within us ©
choose the best aspects of our past
and use it © build a successful
future. The suppot and opportunity
are available for capture.

I would like to thank a couple people
for providing me this unigie opportu-
nity: Dave McCleay for publishing
me in this paper; Bruce Schimmebf
providing funding and guidance; and
Fred Wagner for technical suppot.
Finally 1 would like to thank my read
ership for their encouragement.

To read full blog entries on each

Dr. Gladys ¥larde

Aunty go to, www.teawithaunty.com

About the Column

Tea with Aunty is a six-segment poj-
ect with mission b understand the
important elements of diferent cut
tures. | chose the word Aunty for this
series, because | el it shows
respect and afection for each lady’s
advice. lUhderstanding my Aunties
can help me beter understand my
cultural heritage and ultimagely,
myself. Though this series, I'd lik to
find the most inportant parts of
building culture and hev it is passed
down from elders to children. Each
segment bcuses on an Ainty and a
general theme that she has con
veyed to me through teatime conver-
sations. This poject is funded ly the
University of Fochester Innovative
Journalism FEllowship.

face to the name
Liz Medhin

A Wisconsin natig, Liz Medhin originally cameotRochester in 2003 after
graduation from the Uhiversity of
Wisconsin-Madison, where she doublsg
majored in Journalism and 8litical
Science. She wrked at R Navs for two
years before heading south ©
Louisville, KY where sheavked as a vV
reporter for WDRB, BX 41 covering
everything from breaking nevs and
political elections b Kentucky Derly
celebrity paties.

Always up br a challenge, Liz sgs the
opportunity to work in both TV and
radio simultaneously made the mee
back to Rochester for a second time 60
Phdo courtesy of Matt Wittmeer attrative to pass up.

In addition © being the co-host of the #1 morning radio shoin the mar
ket, WDKX's \&ke Up Club (FM 03.9), Liz is also a repater/fill-in anchor
for ABC B WHAM Nes.

In April 2006, Liz receied the prestigious, regional Edard R. Murow
Award for Excellence in Spd News Reporting. Alvays aiming b be a visu
al storyteller, a number of her stries have also earned National Press
Phaographers Association avards.

In July 2005, "The Ethiopian American" Online Magazine honored bz
making her the magazine'sifst cover story. She vas profiled as one of
the first Ethiopian American V Journalists in the bited Stakes. (Liz's
father is Ethiopian, mther is African American.)

In her spare time (when she is rigpainting, writing poéry or watching her
Packers play football), Liz males sure she stys actiwe in the community
speaking b kids and stressing the irportance of education and lierary.

She is a member of bth the National Association of Black Journalists and
the National Association of African Journalists.

For profiles of other Community Leades
featured in our“Face to the Name”, visit
our website at www.MinorityReporter.net
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INSTANT GRATIFICATION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

STATE FARM

@
@S

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote
or to purchase car insurance.

INSURANCE

) Call my office 24/7
Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent

2018 Latta Road

Rochester, NY 14612

Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutdatomobile Insurance Conrfpiamy Farm Indemnity Confilangnington? linsurance and discounts subject to qualifidlli



African American Health F air
Offering Help Filing for 2008 Economic Stimulus Payment

More than 3,000 attendees are
expected to participate in an African-
American Health Rir, hosted by
Action For a Beter Community on
Saturday, Aug. 30, from 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. in the paking lot of
Unity Health's 89 Genesee Stree
Canpus in Rochester. Held in pat-
nership with Uhity Health Systm,
the Black Leadeship Commission on
AIDS, and the &ith Community
Alliance, the &ir offers a free series
of health screenings, cooking
demonstrations and ¢her nutrition
activities, aepobic exercises and
more.

The Rir will have a special bcus on
the 18-24-year-old age goup. With
the theme of the 3 H's, "Health
Living, Healtly Eating, Healtly
Lifestyle," the AfricanAmerican
Health Rair offers wellness or the
mind, body and soul. gtivities will
include:

* Dental, eye, diabees, kidney and
hearing screenings

* Healthful cooking and nutrition
demonstrations

* Aerobics classes

* Double-dutch junp roping and
other youth exercise activities
"Healthy living reaquires geting the
facts and inbrmation about yurself

first, obtaining the additional essen
tial tips and advice fom experts, and
then making the commitment ¢ liv-
ing a healtty life," said Caldwll. "We
encourage the communityd partici-
pate and learn more about ha they
can male the 3 H's of Healtly Living,
Healthy Eating and Health Likestyle
a part of their everyday routine for
improved lifestyle."

In addition, Raul F Usinski, a Senior
Stakeholder  Relationship  Tax

Consultant with the IRS will anser

questions about fling for the 2008

economic stimulus pgment.

The Inernal Revenue Sewice com
munity outreach at the Health &ir is
part of the IRS summer campaign o
reach those rdirees and disabled
veterans who qualify for the econom
ic stimulus payment but hae not
filed to claim it.

IRS statistics indica¢ that In New
York State, 67 percent of the 1.3 mil-
lion paential retiree/disabled veter-
an filers are accouned for, leaving
about 440 thousand paential recipk
ents remaining. Of these nearly
6,500 potential filers are locaed in
Rochester.

LALA
MEANS
| LOVEYOU

THE
DELFONICS

@]}Im=2€11n&ﬂ
Pazzos
(36)W! Main|Street

Of the DBp 100 cities natiorwide with
potential recipients who hae nat yet
filed, New York City is number one
(204,567 potential remaining flers,
Buffalo is number 55 (8,68),
Rochester is number 72 (6,469),
and Syracuse is humber 78 (5960).

Eligible individuals are receiving up
to $600 ($1,200 for married couples
filing joint returns) plus $300 for eli-
gible children punger than 17.

A special stimulus catgory includes
recipients of cetain benefits from
Social Security and &terans Afairs
who do nd normally have a require-
ment to file a tax redurn. Howewer,
these individuals mustile a tax reurn
before Oct. B this year to receie
their economic stimulus pgments.

"Most people only needd file a tax
return as they normally do," said
Usinski. "Vé will calculat -eligibility
and the payment amount. Have\er,
many retirees and \eterans do nd nor-
mally fle a tax rgurn because their
benefits are na taxable. This wgar,
they must fle in oder to receive an
economic stimulus pgment," he said.

Usinski also stressedd retirees that
receiving the stimulus pgment
should hae no inpact on dher fed-
eral benefts currently being
received. The stimulus pgment is
not taxable. Asent ary aher filing
requirements, fling a tax rdurn to
receive a stimulus payment does na
mean that retirees will hae to start
filing tax reurns again.

Usinski also reminded people that it
has 24 New York Taxpayer

Assistance Cerdrs operating during

normal business hous. These cen

ters can povide assistance ©

retirees and \eterans trying ©

receive their payments. A list ér

addresses and ofice hours can be

found at "Contact My Local IRS
Office" at wwwirs.gov.

Eligible individuals including their ggal-
ifying children must hae valid Social
Security numbes. Also, people canno
be claimed or be eligibled be claimed
as a dependent on someone else's tax
return. People with Individual &xpayer
Identification Numbers, except for the
spouses and gialifying children of mili
tary peisonnel, are na eligible.

At Edgerton Community Center - Stardust Ballroom
41 Backus Street, Rochester NY
Ticket Cost: $25 with Dinner, $15 General Admission
Tickets can be purchased at:
FRP, 360 Wellington Avenue - 328-9270
The Upper Cut Hair Fashion, 1456 Lake Avenue
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SPEGEMEEESE DIARY OF A CONVENTION:

Councilw oman Lovely Warren’s Journey as a
Delegate at the Democratic N ational Con vention

Day 1: Arriving in Denver

It's 4am in Fochestr, NY | arrived at
the airport sleepy but excited
because | am about® witness hisb-
ry. Ve arrive in Alanta were we will
be taking our connecting flight d
Derver. A the gate, there are aer
100 people with Obama08 stickrs,
pins and hats. The buzz has stéed.
Spirits are defnately high. | me¢del-
egates from Pittsburgh, Bosbn,
Florida, Nev York and DC all uniéd,
all ready b take Denver by sorm. |
quietly board my plane reading this
month's Essence Magazine about
the Obama &mily. The gentlemen
thats sits next to me is fom England.
He hopes that Obama gs elected
too.

As the plane lands, | look out the win
dow at the Rocky Mountains of in
distance. The flat landscape and the
blue skies hit me as | wlk out of the
airport. Locals comment that thg
have never seen so mary people, nd
even during peak ski season.
Eweryone's polie and friendly "can |
help you? Do yu need a taxi? Dogu
need help with pur bags?" --I hear all
over the place.

8 : www.MinorityReporter.net

Finally we are driving devn the high

way and | see WECOME DNCC 2008

CONVENTION. &he here!" | shout.
My boss looks at me as if | hae lost
my mind.

I tell her, "I am here b witness hisb-
ry live up close and pesonal. | will
be able b tell my nephevs and
unborn children that | cast inb a \ote
at the Democratic Corention nomk
nating our frst African American
President. "

| pause and reflect on where m
community has been, the trials and
tribulations my ancesbrs suffered
and | think we are redeemed. | think
about an atticle | read in Essence
about young black bgs that used b
be 'problem children' who are cur
rently working extra hamd because
they believe with all their heat
change is coming.

As ve arrive at the hael the vendors
are ready b make money, the
protests have started, the police are
in riot gear and the hoses are stand
ing at attention. W\elcome b Dernver,
Colorado.

Day 2: NY convention and
Michelle Obama

The NY Delegation as invited to a
breakfast yesterday morning-ve sat
down and Sen. Hillay Clinbn walked
in. She made a grand entrance. Her
supporters waved "Hillay Made
History" signs. "Hillay! Hillay!"
echoed thioughout the hall. She
spoke eloguently about uniting and
supporting the democratic nominee.
She bld the crowd that a \ote for

McCain would be a wong \ote.

After her speech, | sat dn to speak
with an elderly voman. She said,
"Hillary will always be Hillay. She, in
some ways, kels like she's been
cheated and when she's speaking it
seems insincere. [But,] ¢day is the
day Dr King talked about. Look
around you, this is the frst time that
| have seen arything like this.
Barack isn't just black he's a man

cont'd next page




DIARY OF A CONVENTION

cont’d from page 8

and this man is what v need. His
story is the sbry of David and
Goliath. God is in contl of this
thing. Hisbry will be made here this
week and | am here ® witness it. The
struggle vas all worth it," she con
cluded.

During the da, the streds were
rather enpty- no potesters around
the hotel like the day before.
Howe\er, as the shuttle bus poceed
ed to the corvention center the
crowds gathered Celebrities and
news anchos were all over the
place, the corvention cener was
packed standing bom only | arrived
at the Pepsi Comention Cener as
Camline Kennedy intoduced her
Uncle Ted. The cowd went wild!

Senatbr Kennedy made the trip
against docbr's orers. His speech
was powerful, dynamic and meing.
"We need renewal for our nation, the
torch must be passed ¢ a new gen
eration, the work must begin a nev
THE HOPE RISESGAIN AND THE

on her nda because of who she mar
ried although he loed Barack but

because of who she is. She is a
strong, loving and conpassionage

person."

Michelle's stage presence as unbe-

lievable. She lookd absolutly flav-

less. Her hair vas phenomenal and
her makeup was just right. She said
what she lored about her husband
was that he enpowers people b see

the world as it is and the way it

should be. He wants people b

believe in fairness and justice and
we all know what it looks lile. He
wants people b find the strength in
themselves. The great American
Story is the thread that ties us
together. Barack will bring the
change ve need, she concluded.

As | sat there listning © her, tears
weld in my eyes because | beliged. |
understood that their sory is truly
the American sory. | believed.

As | vatched her daughérs embrace

DREAM LIVES ON, he said." Theher and look lwing at the screen

energy in the oom was so high-the
song Celebration plged in the back
ground.

Before Michelle Obama dok the
stage they shaved a video of her and
her family. It talked about her fther
and the love she had br him. It bld
her story and hav Barack asled her
out many, mary times bebre she
accepted. He snagged her when he
offered to buy her ice cream &er a
company picnic. Craig Bbinson,
Michelle's bother introduced her
He said, "My daddy is smiling dan

were their father was on liwe, | truly

understood what the elderly lady had
said earlier This is the sbry of David

and Goliath the old vs. the ne. We

must all do our pat in letting go of

our fears and embracing our future.
A nev America Dr King would be

proud of.

Day 3: Hillary Clinton

Today the potesters were out in full
force. Po-lifer's lined the streds
with graphic phdos and peace in the

Cont'd on next page
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My Diary of the DNC........

Middle East potesters were walking
around on a mission. It\as about 90
degrees here and the¢mpers among
the protesters were pretty hot. They
went back and brth with Obama sup
porters. One lady said, "l don't gejou
pro-life people yu don't beliere in
abortion - nor do pu believe in birth
control. You guys really needd ge
your act together.”

| decided b walk to the Repsi Arena
where the corvention was being held
what a mistale. | guess @eryone had
the same idea insead of taking the
shuttle. | sbod in line aver an hour
waiting to be screened ly security As
I made it though security | nticed
they treated everyone the same,
media, television anchos and dele
gates. As | appoached the arena the
crowd was thick -- a little solemn,
maybe it was the heat.

"America is a place wheregu can
make it if you try. Oppotunity is yours
no matter who yur parents are or
where yu come fom," this was the
message | head from an Obama
video that was playing as | enéred the
arena. There wre mary spealers
tonight and the cowd became rest
less. They began b talk over mary of
the spealers and the atmosphere
was in some vays disrespectful b
them.

Everyone was waiting for Hillary.
Suddenly the people in fint of me

above us was our \ery ovn Michelle
Obama and Joe Biden. | immedialy
jumped up, grabbed ny camera and
made my way up the stais. | was on
a mission the guad cleared the stais
and gave me a direct path b Michelle.
| stood in ave as | bok two to three
photos of her She vaved at us and
smiled. Avesome!

| made it back b my seat and on the
floor in front of me was Spile Lee,
Judge Mathias, Angela Basse
among dher celebrities that vere in
the crowd | head Jasmine GuyAshley
Judd and Dee fom Moesha vas all in
the building. Aound 8:20 a video
began a sbry about a girl who boke
down barriers and shatered the glass
ceiling. Hillay signs vere being
passed out. | lookd amund the
arena and as high as one could see
were people. Rople were every-
where. It vas standing bom only and
then Chelsea Cliran walked onto the
stage and said, "l intoduce  you my
mother Hillary Rodham Clinbn." The
crowd went wild Hillaly signs vere as
far as you could see. Egryone eager
ly took there seat anticipating, \&iting
and keenly lisening o every word that
came out of her mouth. This &s her
moment to unite the party.

She said genuinely"Barack is ny can
didate." She enphasized that this
election is about America. When the
polls have closed it comes dan to
the American people, the dmilies.

started behind them -- sitting right The American people ha taught her

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

* Annual Holiday Memorial Sevice

Denise M. W illiams
President and Funeral Director

Floral Boutique Florist

Favors for all occasions

607 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in
same location!

so much. Hillay will remember the
injured American soldier whodught

in Iraq who said tale care of ny bud

dies and then tale care of me, the
single mom with no health insurance
and all the aher people she has mée

on the canpaign trail. Senaor Clinbn

thanked her suppoters, the siser-

hood of the traeling pants suits,

Congresswman Stubbs-Jones and all
those that didn't give up on her

She attacked John McCain and
George Bush B nating that there is no
coincidence that the/ bah will be in
the Twin Cities because gu can't &ll
either of them apat. She bought the
crowd to their feet and then she said
it the most powerful statement of the
night.

To her suppoters she said, "Did gu
vote for me because it vas me or did
you wote for what | sbod for?" If yu
are tired of the var, the defcit, the
economy and dekctive healthcare
then you must join with me and gu
must wte for Barack Obama. A
Democrat needs ¢ take back the
White House. W& did it bebore when
Bill Clinbn was in office and we will do
it again when Obama ta&s the Whie
House. Barack will reitalize the

democrats and he will sge this coun
try. The cowd was moved to tears of
joy. They were enpowered and mary
understood it was time © let go and
move on.

She nded 88 years ago on this ery

day woman gd the right to wote. She
ended her speech | talking about
Harriet Tubman and her mehod of

freeing the slaves. She said, Harrie
said if you hear a dog kep going, if
you hear people shouting gu keep

going, if yu ge scared yu have to

keep going and as Americansevhave

to keep going but bebre we keep

going we must gd going ly electing

Barack Obama President of the
United States.

To be in the cowd was absoluely
unbelievable. She said gactly what
we needed b hear Ater that speech

| walked back b my hael feeling excit-
ed and ready b do all | can 6 win this
election. | knav now, Barack can't do
it by himself. He needs each one of us
to do our pat.

To read Lovely’s continuing
report visit our website at
www.MinorityReporter.net
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"FEEL GREA" SENIOR ASS OFFERS DISCOUISTFOR CITY RES}H
DENTS AGED 60 AND WER

The City's ne Feel Great Rss (br-
merly Good Times &ss) piovides
Rochester residents who are age 60
and over with a 50 percent discount
to many City Bureau of Bcreation
programs and activities. Aailable
for$5, the wallet-sized Feel Great
Pass is \alid for one year (Sept. 1-
Aug.31). The non-trangrable cad
entitles the bearer b a 50 percent
discount off regularly-priced general
admissions and cetain fees charged
at City fcilities.

Volunteer s Needed

"Rocheser Blossoms!," a huge one-
day wlunteer gadening efort,will
beautify city paks with thousands of
daffodil and tulip bulbs,8-D a.m.,
Sat., Oct. 4. Neighbdmod \olunteers
should pre-regiser no later than
Thurs., Sept. 26.The "Bchester
Blossoms!" eent attracts nearly 250
volunteer gadeners who plant more
than 15,000 plants and bulbs each
season. lunteers are asled to meet
at 8 a.m. at the Bureau of Rcreation's
administrative offices, 400 Dewvey Ae.
A morning snack flower bulbs, maps
and planting advice will be mvided.
Teams will then go ¢ planting beds

Seniors can use the passesdr dis-
counts on slate rental and slating
admissions, ennis lessons, agatic
classes, pool admissions, dances,
and use of veight ooms at City &cil-
ities. The pogram also ofers dis-
counts on educational classes such
as ceramics and Fst-Aid and CPR
Training.

The cad may be puchased at ary City
Recreation Cengr during regular oper
ating hours and 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Mon.-
Fi., at City Rcreation administratie

offices, 400 Davey Are., or at Rom
222-B in City Hall, 30 Chuh St.

Other discounts and special privi
leges may be announced during the
year. The pass does nbapply © per
mits, league €es, fes charged ly
outside organizations, dinnes and
buffets. A conplete list of applicable
activities and locations is &ailable
at each facility. For information, call
311 (outside Fochestr, call 428-
5990) or the Bureau of Rcreation,
428-6755.

for the "R ochester Blossoms!" Ev ent

that have been pre-prepared § City
staff. Participants should bring their
own gaden gloes, towels, shoels
and rakes.

Gardens are locaed throughout the
city, including:

* Charles Carpll Park, Andrevs St.
at Font St., adjacent b the

Sister Cities Bridge

* Gardiner St. Recreation Cener, 75
Growver St.

* Cobbs Hill Rark, Cuher Rd. at
Norris Dr

* Manhattan Square Park, 353
Coutt St.,, adjacent b Strong

Rural Oppor tunities, Inc.

ROI offers you and your com pany an array of free
services that are essential in toda y's job mark et.

* Job referral and replacement sevices

throughout our states

* Program staff specializing in

your speciic staffing needs

* Meeting rooms for your use in applicant

interview and esting

* Off site and on sike training curriculum
tailored by and © your employment needs

We recognize the value of employers and
welcome your participation in the
National Farmworkers Jobs Program

ROI Training and Em ployment Program
provides valuable benefits for y our
company and the community at large.

For More Ddails Call 585-340-3300

Museum

* Genesee \dlley Park, ElImvood Ave.
at the Genesee Rier

* Washington Square Park, Corner of
S. Clinbn Are. and Cout St.

This poject is a pat of Rochester's
"Flower City Looking Good"
gardening plogram, encouraging res
idents to enhance and bdter
understand the natural ervironment.
For more inbrmation call 311
(outside Rochester call 428-5990),
the Bureau of FRecreation at
428-6755 or visit  wwwcity-
ofrochester.gov.

Week of August 30, 2008

BET's '106 & PARK' Goes
Live With DNC

NEW ORK, Ag. 27 /PRNewswire/ -
- BET's ¢p-raked music countdavn
show 106 & PARK and co-host
Terrence will bpadcast live at 6:00
PM* on Thursday, August

28 from the Community College of
Aurora's Centre€ch canpus in
Denver during the Democratic
National Cowention in an efort to
encourage yung people b regiser
to wte. With co-host @rrence live
from Denver and co- host Rcsi in
the studio, 106 & PARK will be urg
ing young people b regiser online
all week and regisering audience
members in the studio.

In addition D its live television cover-
age, 106 & PARK's online social
community 106 & PARK CONNECT
will be asking visvers to upload their
own videos b the site, proclaiming
that they have regisered to wote.

"106 & PARK has a stong and
unique relationship with our audi
ence," said Sephen G. Hill,
Executive Vice President, Music
Programming & @alent, BET

"The shav has always been about
more than music; it's also about
issues and e/ents important in their
worlds from Jena 6 b the Sean Bell
case © the current eciting political
season.
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Poverty Still Missing from the Presidential Candidate's V

Guest Commentary
by Earl Ofari Hutchinson

Presunptive presidential conender

Barack Obama and Bpublican rial

John McCain hge made splasly, big

media phdo op visits b New Orleans
and the Gulf Coast since the #&trina

horror. Obama sgs he will push a
sweeping and costly ltrina recovery

plan. McCain, on the ther hand,

took some heat br voting against the

billions the Senae allocatd for

Katrina recovery projects. But he
opposed the funding as Senair

McCain. As presidential candidat
McCain he nev calls President
Bush's response® the Katrina disas

ter "terrible and disgraceful." Though
McCain is \ague about wheher he'll

propose billions more ér Katrina

recovery, he at least acknavledged

Bush's filure to deal with the crisis.

But the two candidaes have been

virtually mute on the canpaign trail

about the real sbry and tragedy of
Katrina. That is the nakd face of

poverty Katrina exposed b the world

three years ago. The dire peerty

remains just as naled and shameful
three years later.

A recent repot by the Kaiser Family

Foundation on the eperiences of
New Orleans residents three aars

after the debacle bund that the over-

whelming majority of residents sa
that the city is e/en more divided
than ever by poverty. Nearly brty per

12 www.MinorityReporter.net

cent of adults and children in the city
are poor That's the same number
that was poor three ears ago.
Obama and McCain are rtoinsensk
tive to the poverty issue fom a policy
standpoint. Obama'’s carpaign web-
site spells out ddailed proposals b
attack poverty that include a mas
sive increase in job training funding,
housing tax credits, boosting the
minimum wage and epanding unin
sured health care pograms. McCain
talks about \wouchers, tax credits,
expanding health care ppgrams and
providing more funds or private
industry job training pograms.

But they have been loath b use their
campaign stunp as a bully pulpit 6
talk about poverty. That reluctance is
no surprise.

For weeks after the shocking scenes
of the black poor fleeing dr their
lives from the floodvaters in New
Orleans, Bush and the Democrats
talked tough about a full cout press
on poverty. For an instant talk of
fighting poverty became almost
respectable in business, public phi
lanthropy, congressional and Whé
House cicles.

In a post-katrina assessment of pub
lic opinion on paerty, more
Americans agreed that the geern-
ment should do more ® end poverty.
Civil rights leades, the
Congressional Black Caucus, and
anti-poverty goups sav an opening
and pounded on the Bush adminis
tration and Congress @ do some

thing about whittling devn the ranks
of the estimaied 35 to 40 million
Americans that still vallow in pover-
ty. Again, that was three years ago.
The national soul searh about
attacking poverty has evaporated.
The iony is that by a thin majority
New Orleans residents sg they are
optimistic about the city's future. But
a majority of the residents in the
Kaiser Foundation suwey still say
that Congress and the nation hasof-
goatten its promise o fully rebuild the
city, and o deal with the poerty that
created so mary of the poblems in
New Orleans bedre, during and afer
Katrina.

Though Bush deseres the blame br
the failure to fully ollow through on
his rhetoric about aiding the poar
the Democrats' hands aren't clean
either. John Edwards was the only
Democratic presidential corgnder
to talk up the need b reengage
Congress and the nation in the
poverty battle. That didn't last, and
even before his eit from the cam
paign trail in Januay, Edwards had
pretty much abandoned his Great
Socidy talk about punping billions
into an anti- paverty crusade.

For a brief moment, mostly shamed
by Edvard's attention geting talk
about poverty, Obama and Hillay
Clinbn made the paerty fight a
campaign issue. Thg hit Bush had
on the Katrina failure and specifcal-
ly cited the poverty that became the
ugly face of Katrina. But they quickly

Week of August 30, 2008

ocabular y on Katrina Third Anniv ersary

dropped the issue in their carpaign
talks. Neither gae any sign that if
elected they would fight for the bik
lions that it will take to enact a com
prehensive program © combat
poverty.

The Congressional Black Caucus still
is the only goup among Democrats
that periodically lash Congress and
the Bush administration 6r not
spending more on the Gulf pooBut
their cry continues b fall on deaf
ears. And it hasn't shavn much wilt
ingness b renew the fight for the bik
lions it once demanded.

On the thid anniversary of the
Katrina nightmare, Bush, McCain
and Obama will mak the ritual
pledges b do more b fulfill the large-
ly unfilled promises of rebuilding the
Gulf. And o help those still in dire
need. But e/en as they make their
pledge, mary of the Gulf's poor still
remain just as numeous, scatered,
dispirited and forgatten. The talk
about waging war on poverty if men
tioned at all will again be just as
quickly diopped.

Earl Ofari Huttinson is an author
and political analys. His nev book is
The Ethnic Presidency: He Race
Decides the Racea the Whie House
(Middle Passage Press, Ebruary
2008). Reprinted with permission
from wwwblacknews.com
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Community Calendar

Calendar of Egnts

July 18-Aug 31, 2008

SHAPING THE EAR: A PHTDO
EXHIBIT ON EAREN ARHITEE
TURE

The Baobab Cultural Cest cele
brates its Summer of Sustainability
with a special phdo exhibit, film
screening and atist’s talk on
Africa’s rich cultural heritage of
earthen architecture. Opening night
is Fiday, July 18, 6 PM b 9 PM.
Exhibit runs though Aig. 31. at the
Baobab Cultural Cerdr, 738
University Ave., Rochester, N.Y The
event is free and open ¢ the gener
al public. Light refreshments will be
served. For more inb, please con
tact baobab.cener@yhoo.com

August 29th

SHONTIME AMILY FRIBY

Be a Star at “Shatime” Family
Friday at the Fochester Museum &
Science Cengr

Location: 65/ East Aenue,
Rochester, NY #607 Have fun with
the Rochester Philharmonic
Orchestra’s Instrument Rtting Zoo.
Try musical instruments and learn
how they make their sounds. learn
about the physics of dance discaer
how your wice bax workstake an
improv class with the RMSC Pyars
try out some “Blue Man Giup” per-
cussion instruments

Time: Fiday August 15, 11am to
4pm Admission: Fee with Museum
admission: adults $11, seniors/col-
lege students $10, children (3 b
18) $9, children under 3 free, RMSC
members $1, Coporate Members
$1, Community Rrtner Pass $1,
group rate $6/person.

Website: wwwrmsc.org

Thursday, August 28, 2008
ROCHESER ARITH COMMUNYT
FOR OBAMA CONVENTION®H
PARTY

Join RFC® bebre and during
Barack Obama’s higtrical Speech
accepting the Democratic
Nomination! Help us seize the
momentum of celebration coming
out of the Derver Corvention to reg
ister and mobilize dters. More than
75,000 people will be in Dewner to
be part of this important moment.
Barack’s speech at the Covention
will be a culmination of the unlikly
journey that has bought all of us so
far over the past I7 months
Location: Main Streé Armory, 900
E. Main Stre¢. Rochester, NY

13 : www.MinorityReporter.net

August 29-31, 2008

WOODSOCK MUSEUMG1ANNUY
AL FREE FILM & VIDEO FBAL
Woodstock Museum is a non-pofit
educational institution. ¥u can
attend free screenings & wrkshops
at the film and video &stival. This
yearls theme is Feedom. Viev &
critique alternative films, meet the
filmmakers enjoy live music &
dance. The &ent will be held at
Woodstock Town Hall, & Tinker St.,
in Woodstock, NY on Labor Da
weekend. Opening ceremon is at
8:00 pm August 29. Eent will start
at 2:00 pm August 30-3L.

August 30, 2008

FREE ANNAL EMPQ/ERMENT
ZONE CARNAL

New Born Fllowship church will
host its Fiist Annual Carnial on
Saturday, August 30, 2008 at 1550
N. Clinobn Arenue. The Carnial will
include: Fee Food, Fee book bags,
Free Hair cuts, with games, prizes
and fun for the entire amily. \endor
Registration brms are available. The
purpose of this e/ent is to invite the
community and organizationsd
come out Ellowship with each ¢her.
For more inbrmation on this
blessed event, please contact
Cassandra Klley at (585) 342-
5020 or 503-3457.

August 30, 2008

AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNIT
HEADH RAIR

Action for a Beter Community Inc.,
in partnership with WellCare, Wity
Health Sysem, BLCA and FRith

Community Alliance will be hosting a

Health fair targeted to the African-
American resident. The eent will be
held Satuday, August 30, from
10:00 am — 4:00 pm in the outdoor
parking lat at Unity Health Sysem’s
Genesee St. Caipus. For more
information, e-maillynnob@had-
mail.com

September 5, 2008
MEL HENDERSON &ARADIGM

September 12, 2008
HEA/YWEIGHT REM2H:
MULGREW MILLERSV JOHNNY
O'NEAL

THE HXTT REGENCY RBLWith
their first piano face-of judged a
draw, Mulgren Miller and Johny
O’Neal are cetain to elevate their
virtuosic playing o levels where only
the legends peform. The sure be
“You don’t want to miss this piano
face-off!”

September 13, 2008

“YOU HNE THE P@ER: OTE!"
COMMUNIY ORUM

This erent will take place Satuday,
Septmber 13, 2008 from 1 pm - 3
pm at the School #B auditorium,
465 Seward St. (corner of Rynolds
St.). Discussion dpics include wting
rights of corvicted felons, the paver
in your individual \ote, and mary
others. This is a FREEvent. Please
register at 234-2200.

Sept 13, 2008

SMOQH AZZ BIRHDAY BASH
Door 6:30pm/ Show 7pm | 16+
w/ID | $20 adv ance/ $25 at the
door

A funky smoah Jazz Bithday bash
for Jimmie Highsmith, Jifeaturing
four time Gramny nominee Joseph
Wooten (of the Whoten Brothers),
with Rochester, NY’s funkiest goup
Filthy Runk, Beeno and Rnny of the
celebrated Neo-Soul Gyup Black
August and all the vay from ATL spe
cial guest wocalist Tyler “The Ral
T.O.” Ovens. The band lead §
Jimmie himself is a line updaturing
the talents of some of the most po-
lific musicians plging music bday.
This is truly one conceryou don’t
want to miss. It may be a one time
only experience pu'll never see
again.. The Eent MC will be
Celebraed \biceover talent, Witer,
Actress and Ret. CSVA Poets
Founder/Director Diane Comay.
Water Stregt Music Hall,204 N.
Water St., Rchestr, NY 4604

SHIFT @ THE CLARION RIVERSIDE September 13 & 20, 2008

HOTEL

Rochester’s acclaimed natie son,
Mel Hendeson, leads a Rradigm
Shift reunion with tombonist
Wycliffe Godon, trumpeter Marcus
Printup and sawphonist Gre
Mayfield. The house will be juming!

September 6, 2008

1ST ANNWL GOSPEL HIP HOP
FESINAL

Saturday Sepember 6, 2008
from: 1PM — 6 PM, 890
Goodman Streg¢ Rochester, NY
14609 Joy Community Chuh
event

“LED ZEPPELIN LASER”
Experience Whole Ldta Lovel
through the Plan¢ariumis avesome
six-channel digital sound sysim as
the 65-foot dome blazes with spee
tacular krypton and argon laser
light! Don’t miss this sensational
production of Led Zeppelin Laser
The shav starts at 9pm and lasts
approximately 50 minutes.
Admission is $9 br adults and $8
for seniors, college students, stu
dents ages 5-18 and RMSC mem
bers. (Children underifre are na
admitted to Satuiday Night Laser
shows.)

September 13, 2008

12t Annual Richeser River
Challenge (Outrigger Canoe Sprint
Races)

This is an inclusie community eent
for paddlers with and without dis
abilities. No &perience is neces
sary; all equipment is piovided in
addition to a steers-person for each
canoe. Bams of seren people must
pre-regiser prior  race dg. Each
team conpetes in two 400-meter
sprint races. Goups offered for pad
dlers from 10 years of age and up.
There is an enty fee for the races.
A silent auction will be sailable.
Note: Guest eams will include
members of the US. military sewic-
es from Iraq and Afghanistan
Organized ly Cape Aility Outrigger
Ohana, Inc. a Bchester chapter of
Disabled Spots USA; Genesee
Waterways Cener, 149 Elmwood
Awe, Rochester, New York 14611
Time: Blessing of the Boats at 8:45
am followed by races fom 9:30 am-
12:00 noon and 1:15-4:30, Honor
our Heoes ceremory 12:15-12:45
p.m. Go ®
wwwadaptivecanoeing.orgfor more
information, pictures and enty
forms.

Saturday, September 13th, 2008
Bull's Head Bicen¢nnial Celebration
Time and place: noon until 5:00 pm
at the greenspace noth of Genesee
Street at West Main acoss fom
Unity Health. The 200th Bithday
Celebration of hispric Bull's Head
will feature music, an original drama
highlighting neighbohood contribu
tors, horse & carriage rides and
activities for youth. There will be
opportunities to recod memories of
old-time Bull's Head and rpress
desires Pr a revitalized vest side
hub at the Celebration si itself.

September 16, 2008

DORJE CHANG BUDDHA IS LIVING IN

AMERICA

7-9pm. A free lecture at the Fat
Universalist Chuch of Rochester
(150 South Clinbn Are, Rochestr,
NY 14604) given by Zhaxi Zhuoma
Rinpoche about the Buddha-dharma
and the path b enlighenment. For
directions and paking visit

http://r ochesteruniversalist.org/visit
Us/parkingEntrance.php

For inclusion in thisFREEcommuni
ty calendar email
events@minorityrepaer.net
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YWCA Receives $25,000 Grant from M&T Bank - F unds to benefit
YWCA's Young Parents Suppor t Services program

ROCHESTER, NY

As students prepare @ return to
school next week, M&T Bank
announces a $25,000 grant avard-
ed to the Young PRarents Suppot
Sewices (YPSS), a pgram of the
YWCA of Rchestr and Monoe
County The funds will suppdrserv-
ices for pregnant eens and yung
mothers that promote conpletion of
their education and help ¢ assure
the academic success of their chil
dren.

"We are extremely appreciatie of
M&T Bank or their geneous git,"
said Jean Camll, president and
CEO of the YWA of Rchester and
Monroe County "This grant allovs
us to offer crucial sewices b young
mothers that will help them deelop
the skills necessay to lead suc

provide nurturing ervironments for
their children."

YPSS is the only pgram of its kind
to offer intensive in-
school case manage
ment serices D ado
lescent pregnant and
parenting girls in the
Rochester City School
District as vell as
teen mahers who no
longer atend school.
Last year, 275 partici-
pants - the majority
between the ages of b
and 19 years old
received intensive case
management sewices, lie-skills, par
enting and child deelopment train
ing, health education, and scational
and enmployment counseling.

Daniel Burns, M&T Bank
Rochester Region President

the importance of yung mahers

completing their education, nd only

for the sale of their own futures but

also for the sale of their children.

Studies hae found a

direct correlation

between the educational
success of een mahers

and the academic
achievements of the

next generation. YPSS
also inplements several

initiatives that promote

language development,

literacy  skills, and
kindergarten readiness
in the children of een

mothers.

"The YWA reaches a Ibof young
women and povides them with the
skills needed b improve their lives.

in the future of these ypung women
and our community' said M&T Bank
Regional President Daniel J. Burns.

With M&T Bank's genaus suppot,
YPSS will continuea help adoles
cent parents sé¢ and acconplish
their educational and enployment
goals and suppot the young mah-
ers as they nurture the physical and
emational needs of their children.
YPSS dkrs workshops on a ariety
of topics ranging fom "how to care
for your balby" 0 stress manage
ment. YPSS also pwides links D
early childhood education andgmily
child care pograms in addition b
learning activities that bster lan-
guage deelopment in infints and
toddlers.

cessful lives and enable them © A lkey objectie of YPSS isd stress

Timber Sports Competition at the
RMSC Cumming Nature Center

Rochester, NY — Don’'t miss the AnnualalF Festival Timber Spots
Demonstration and Corpetition at Cumming Nature Cerr on Ocbber 4 and
5. College wodsman tams fom Finger Laks Community College, &l
Smith’s College, SUNY College of \Hmonmental Science and Brestry
(Syracuse), and SUNESF Ranger School @ilakena), will st their strength
and skills in this eciting spotting event.

The conpetition features amazing displgs of tree climbing, chain saing, ax

throwing, log olling, ciosscut saving, and dher woodsman skills. There's

even a hilly 3/4-mile triathlon consisting of an ar throw, run, bav saw, run,
axe throw. You'll be asbnished at the athldic prowess recuired of chanpion
woodsmen and veodswomen!

Set-up and demonstrations will ta& place on Satuday Ocbber 4 fom 10am—2pm.
The conpetition follows on the next day: Sundg, Ocbber 5, fom 10am-5pm. Hd
dogs, chili, soup, and ther lunch iems will be aailable for $6/meal.

Cumming Nature Cemr is open b the public flom 9am to 5pm on weekends
only. Admission is free br Rochester Museum & Science Ceer members. A
donation of $3 per peson or $10 (maximum) per &mily is suggestd for non-
members. For directions b Cumming Nature Cet, visit wwwrmsc.org or call
(585)374-6160 (weekends only).

Funding for maintenance of Cumming Nature Ceat's five thematic trails is
provided by NYS Senabr Dale M. Vdlker.
For more inbrmation about RMSC, see http://wwwmsc.org.

Call now for the

Upfront Cleaning Service :
gift that works
“We work har d, so that Y OU won 't have to .” for
you!

* House warming

* Valentine's Day

* Birthdays

* Anniversary

* Mother's Day

* Father's Day

* A grea gift for
grand parents

* Post-opemtive
support

* Light cleaning
support for
Senior Citizens

Call Frances Lynn at (585):749-0330

Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

14 : www.MinorityReporter.net

M&T sees this grant as an westment

* Embellished suits

* Dresses

* Special OccasioAttire

* CareerWear

* Pants and Skirt Sets

* Jewelry and
Accessories

Dressed N yle

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many|
designer suits

* Sizes 10 - 34 262-3550
Celebration Sale Event Let us dress you
30% OFF withA d in style!

178W Main St. (1 block west ofVashington §) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

The Lawyers for Learning Dolin,
Thomas & Solomon LLP 15th
Annual Golf Tournament

A great time vas had by the 152 participating golers at the 15th Annual Dolin,
Thomas & Solomon LLP waers for Learning Golf durnament on Mondg,
August 18 at Countly Club of Mendon. Theournament sewes as the primay
fundraiser for Lawyers for Learning, an education grgram of the Monoe
County Bar Association..

Picture: Monpbe County Bar Association President Andrev Brown and
Michael Cobbs, bth from Bionze sponsor Bown & Hutchinson, admire the
shats of their fellow golers during the burnament. Phdos coutesy of Greg
Francis Phdography
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HELP W ANTED

Registered
Nurse

Unity Healthsgsm is looking
for a &ll Tme RNof their Healil
Caredr the Homelessdm.
The mwgam povides compre
hensive health carermesdr

Earn your dreams...

ConSere has been receering educa
tional debt since B85 and has imme:
diate openings ér Debt Counselcs.

"ConSere has been ny enployer for
more than 5 years. | began wrking
here part time while | vias dill in high
school. When | tarted working for
ConSere there were 42 enrployees
and now we hae oer 300! Due b
their lucrative bonus dructure and ny
dedication and commitmentd my
career at ConSere, | was recently
able D purchase ny first home."
~Jef, Debt Counselor

great conpensation, and the satisiic-
tion of being revarded for haid work
send your resume ly either email ©
pkent@conseve-arm.com or iy fax o
(585)598-6131.

ConSere is an Egal Oppotunity Enployer
(EOE) and a Drugée Workplace.

CLASSIFIEDS

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation

1500 North Clinton Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621

HELP WANTED

* Skilled Machinist
* Skilled Sheetmet al
Brake Operators
* Grinders

458-1090

v

A4

If you are looking ér work/lif e balance,

-

the homeless or those atatsKservices

homelessnessesRonsibilities
include viding skilled rsimg
assessments of the biahasy
social needs dfronic and

acue illness of clients in she

ters, on the mobile medical LII

and in other emnments.

Qualifications: BSN or RN
with twoeals home care expe!
ence prefred. Unity Health
offers an impressive bdsef
padkage including tuition rein
busement, loanrfjiveness, fr§
paking and ahdd care cesrt
with subsidizeales.

—

\U

Submit resume :

emailrwadhawan@unityhealth.p

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

Fax:585-368-3979
For more tels visit our weled
at wwwinityhealth.gr

Unity is an EOE

Minority Reporter
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