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In an interview with R olling Stone
magazine earlier this year , Barack
Obama included L udacris when
describing hip-hop stars he con
sidered "great talents and great
businessmen"”.

But a recent song by the rap star
criticizing Obama's opponents has
been called "outrageously offen
sive" by the US presidential candi
date's campaign.

The musician used a misogynistic
term to describe Mrs Clinton and
urged Mr . Obama against appoint
ing her as his running mate, saying
that she "hated on you".

Mr. McCain, the R epublican candi -
date for the presidency , does not
belong in "any chair unless he's par
alyzed", according to the rapper

"As Barack Obama has said many
many times in the past, rap lyrics
today too often perpetuate misogyny
materialism, and degrading images
that he doesn't want his daughters or
any children e xposed to ," said

Obama'’s spok esman Bill Burton
Some call it art. We call it vandalism. = Jiaisstm
people to cast their votes in the
e = . = forthcoming election, and lends
) his support to Mr . Obama'’s bid.
S abOout snowing pride in our City. The lyic "the world s ready for
change ‘cause Obama is here" is
A newspaper ad run in April, 2008 during Mayor 's ‘Clean Sweep’ campaign repeated throughout the track.
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Letters, Comments

An Open Letter to R ochester T eachers
Association (R TA) Pr esident A dam
Urbanski and other R TA Officials

Dear Colleagues,

As a 22-year veteran teacher and member of the RTA, | am disappointed and
somewhat embarrassed by what | believe is an ill-conceived, misguided, very
expensive and wasteful advertising effort aimed at helping to increase paent
involvement within the R ochester City School District (RCSD). While your inten-
tions are probably good, it is just not conceivable that you really believe that bus
and billboar d advertisements (at the tune of $45,000) will actually have an effec
tive or meaningful impact r elative to significantly increasing RCSD paents'
involvement in their childr en's education.

Beyond disappointment and embarrassment --- | am genuinely troubled by the
reality that the misguided decision to utilize considerable resources, which were
presumably acquired via RTA dues, was appaently derived at by a relatively
small and possibly elitist gpup of RTA members. Unless | missed something,
which is highly unlikely, the vast majority of RCSD teachers wee not consulted
regarding our opinions or ideas concerning this major e xpenditure, which is, (in
my humble view) not only disr espectful, but also short-sighted and narow-mind -
ed (to say the least). That is to sayl feel totally confident that --- working with a
$45,000 budget and our enormous, collective knowledge, wisdom and under -
standing --- thousands of RCSD teachers could have put our heads together and
surely produced better, and likely more effective ideas to help significantly
increase and sustain paent involvement.

One reason why | believe that it is so important to express my perspective is
because | am certain (beyond doubt) that there are many other RCSD teachers
who hold the same or similar views concerning this critically important issue, and
quite frankly --- | also believe that it is vital to inform the general, tax-paying pub-
lic that many RCSD teachers do not support this type of ill-conceived, wildly
wasteful, and potentially offensive spending spee.

Next, as a RCSD paent, | am absolutely, unequivocally offended and insulted by
the idea that some teachers (who clearly come across as condescending and
paternalistic, even if they do have the best intentions) have the unmitigated gall
and audacity to suggest that | need to be eminded of my responsibilities toward
my children via placement of huge advertising messages on billboads and buses.
| understand that a response will probably be: Such messages a not aimed at
responsible and/or involved parents. However, it is ludicrous and also an insult to
intelligence to suggest that paents who are not involved with their childr en's
education will lik ely undergo some type of magical transformation, and become
involved --- as a result of seeing an advertisement on the side of a bus or a bil
board. | repeat, this idea is plain ludicrous!

Lastly no matter how pur e teachers who support the ill-conceived, so-called
advertising "blitz" may be relative to good intentions --- it was inevitable that some

(probably many) would see such an approach as exploitive and less than genuine.

This certainly is borne out and is clearly evident via the suggested alternative ver
sion of your billboard below, which was posted by a Democrat and Chronicle
reader.

With much concern,
Howard J. Eagle
RCSD Rarent and Teacher

Your Publication is a Blessing!

I would lik e to say that, it's been such an honor knowing about this newspaper
for blacks, here in Rochester. | am from the Dominican Republic, but my wife is
African-“American.” Well I'm black...anyway we stay in Gananda (Macedon, NY)
Wayne County, and | didn’t know about this newspaper till like a week ago when
a girl that | work with her at Str ong Hospital gave me the newspaper. There is so
many info for us. | now have your website on my favorites at work and at home!

I even email it to people here at the hospital. So far of the people | sent it to, one
or two of them have emailed me back saying that they didn’t know about this
newspaper for blacks. But she was so happy about it too. Keep up the good work
and may God bless black minority newspaper and the good people behind the
scenes doing the work too. | like it so much...peace...one love...God bless.

Ludwig L ora
U OF R/ISTRONG MEMORIAL HOSPIAL
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Comments from articles on our web -
site:

“A Message F rom
T.D. Jak es”

published July 28, 2008

favorite verse in the Bible is found in
| Samuel 16:7b "Man looks at the
outward appearence, but the Lord
looks at the heart". The outward
appearence may look great, but what
is the inward appearence of the per-
son - what type of heart does the per
son have? If we all would apply this
verse when we look at others, what a
great world this would be.

Sylvia A. Ryndock

There is a saying that goes,"Self-
preservation is the first law of
nature." With that said, it is clear that
in order for any one race or person
to be respected, they must first
respect and take pride in themselves.
They must not fall victim to the lies
and the stereotypes prevalent in
everyday life designed to drive them
astray and eventually lead to their
downfall. They must have a strong
support system(i.e family friends, and
teachers) to guide and train them, as
the Bible says "in the way they should
go" while those who implement such
training follow thr ough themselves.
Also, most importantly, they must
certainly have a strong, healthy rela-
tionship with God, the creator of all
things, and those who teach and
guide them must also have the same
as well. According to Luke 1:37, "for
with God nothing will be possible."
Jermaine Oneil Jackson

“Wicks L aw
Pr ovisions Putting
the Squeeze on

Minority Contractors”
Published July 28, 2008

A federal disparity study is needed to
allow an investigation of equality of
funds given to disadvatage blacks
and latinos on federally and state
funded projects plus NYS DOL train-
ing seven african american high
school males who came to the meet-
ing on tuesday with their parents.
Duane Cuyler

“Charles J .L. Banks,

1924--2008”

Published jule 27, 2008

Brother Banks was definately an asset
to the Mumfor d, Monroe and Erie
County Communities. He was a
father, brother, friend, provider,and
the ultimate Alpha Man. He would
be severly missed. The Gates of
Heaven will definately welcome this
true man of God.

James Waters



House of R epr esentatives

apologizes for Jim Cr

laws, slavery

by Kashika Sahay

arlier this week, the House of
Eepresentatives passed a non

inding resolution apologizing for
the Jim Crow Laws and slavery The
apology resolution was authored by
Steve Cohen (D-Tenn) and co-spon-
sored by 140 lawmakers, including two
Republicans.

From 1850 to the 1960s after slavery
was made illegal, Jim Crow laws made
racial segregation legal. In 1964, the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 outlawed segre-
gation and
made African
Americans
"equal citizens".

The text of the
non-binding
resolution
accepted by the

House on
Tuesday night is
divided into
three parts.
First, it
acknowledges
the "injustice,

cruelty, brutality
and inhumanity

ow

many states including Florida,
Alabama, North Carolina and Virginia
have apologized for the wrongs of
slavery. According to the Washington
Post, Senator Tim Harkin lowa is look-
ing to sponsor a companion resolution
in the Senate.

In the past, the government has apolo-
gized to other ethnic groups after
wrongful injustices. For example, in
April the Senate passed a esolution
apologizing to Native Americans for
"the many instances of violence, mat
treatment and neglect." Congress has
also apologized
to native
Hawaiians for
overthrowing
their kingdom
and Japanese
Americans for
abuses during
World War II.

Congress has
been consider-
ing a similar
apology to the
African
American
community for
some time, but

of slavery and feared that
Jim Crow." such a state
Secondly, it ment  would
apologizes  to Photo from http://www .cleanenergyrm.org increase
African demands  for

Americans for the "wrongs committed
against them and their ancestors" and
finally, the resolution commits to rectify
lingering consequences... and stop the
occurrence of human rights violations
in the future.”

Cohen, a long-time advocate for civil

rights, issued the following statement,
Wednesday, on his website. "This is a
historic moment in the ongoing strug-

gle for civil rights in this country, and |

hope that this legislation can serve to
open the dialogue on race and equali-

ty for all. Apologies are not empty ges

tures, but are a necessary first step
towards any sort of reconciliation

between people.”

Critics speculate that Cohen's drive to
get this resolution passed is not puely
altruistic. Cohen faces a stong black
candidate in the upcoming primaries
for re-election. Memphis has a predom-
inately black constituency.

Nevertheless, the resolution is a mile-
stone because this is the first time a
branch of the federal the government
has issued an apology In the past,

reparations. Black activists have sought
reparations from private companies
including banks, insurers, and railroads
as a form of apology for the injustices
faced by their ancestors.

According to CNN.com, "In 1988,
Congress passed and Pesident
Reagan signed an act apologizing to
the 120,000 Japanese-Americans
who were held in detention camps
during World War Il. The 60,000
detainees who were alive at the
time each received $20,000 from
the government.”

After the resolution was passed, Cohen
gave a speech on the floor of the
House. "This is a symbolic esolution but

hopefully it will begin a dialogue wher e
people will open their hearts and their

minds to the problems that face this
country, from racism that exists in this
country on both sides and which must

end..." he said.

Miss Carifest Cultural Queen Chosen
During Caribbean Queen P

The West Indian Association sponsoed
their 14th Annual Queen Caribbean
Pageant on July 20th, 2008 at the
German House. The Association
crowns girls from three different age
groups participate: ages 10-12 in Jr
Miss Carifest, ages 13-15 in den Miss
Carifest, and ages 16-19 in Miss Carifest.
This year's winners ae Alexis Salmon
(Jr. Miss Carifest), Mikalya Dennis (€en
Miss Carifest), and @&niqua Spencer
(Miss Carifest).

Jr. Miss Carifest 2008, Algis Salmon, is
a 5th grader from Henry Hudson
School #28. Alexis is an honor mll stu-
dent and enjoys being a role model to
younger children and her family.
Currently, she cheers for the South
West Colts. She has been with her
cheerleading team since the age of five
and her team recently went to the
National Championship and won 4th
place.

ageant

ey L

Dennis, is a 9th grader fom Bishop
Kearney High School. Mikalya has
maintained high honor roll for 3 con-
secutive terms and enjoys interpretive
dance. She is a member of her school
council's campaign to stop the use of
violent words. Their motto is "When
you speak, Be Unique ... Don't Swear"

Miss Carifest 2008, @&niqua Spencer, a
senior at the School of the Arts. Taniqua
is currently a dance major who is very
passionate about the art of dance. She
is also part of the School's legacy Step
team and has won numerous awards.
Taniqua is an honor student. She plans
to graduate with an Advance Regents
Diploma and then pursue a major in
business at the University of Rchester.

"The event was started in celebration of
our annual Caribbean festival-Carifest,"
explains Cherry Simmons, coordinator
of the Pageant. The winners receive
jewelry and cash prizes.

Teen Miss Carifest 2008, Mikayla
¥y
9 THE ROCHESTER
= WEST INDIAN FESTIVAL
Q ORGANIZATION, Inc.
&

(900

Saturday, August 9th

Main Street Armory

at the

East Main Street)

Carifest 2008

For more information please call 585-234-0909 or visit us online at Www.rwifo.com

1:00pm to 11:00pm

ENJOY CARIBBEAN:
MUSIC, ARTS & CRAFT,
FOOD, DANCE, REGGAE,
CALYPSO, AND SOCA.

FUN FOR THE KIDS,
AND MUCH MORE.

JOIN THE CARIFEST
DOWNTOWN PARADE
STARTING AT 11:00AM AT
LIBERTY POLE WAY
GOING EAST TO THE
MAIN STREET ARMORY

Week of A ugust 2, 2008 :: 3



Obama,

McCain should

help fight black AIDS

by Roland S. Martin

John McCain's double-talk on the

issue of affirmative action. Based on
his various statements, I'm not sue
where in the heck he stands. Another
potential topic was the silliness over
getting a new press elease each day
about Sen. Barack Obama canceling a
visit to troops in Germany. Another
potential topic was the vice presiden-
tial picks of each candidate.
But after logging onto CNN.com
Tuesday and seeing the bold headline:
"1 out of 2 with HIV in U.S. is black,
report says," nothing else eally mat-
tered.
And as | thought about that startling
fact, it only reminded me how little
attention has been paid to this health
crisis during this election cycle. It has
been mentioned in two or thr ee of
debates -- on both sides of the aisle --
and that was only in passing.
| shouldn't be surprised. Who can for-
get 2004 when PBS host Gwen Ifill
asked Vice President Dick Cheney and
then-Sen. John Edwards about AIDS
affecting black women, and both of
them spent more time discussing the
problem on the continent of A frica,
instead of Alabama, Geomjia, North
Carolina and other states.
Cheney even said: "I have not head
those numbers with respect to African-
American women. | was not aware
that it was -- that they're in epidemic
there, because we have made piogress
in terms of the overall rate of AIDS
infection,” he said.
While Sens. Barack Obama and John
McCain go back and forth over who
didn't visit troops in Germany; the
impact of Obama's overseas tour; and
who is best positioned to deal with the
crumbling economy, critical domestic
issues lile AIDS goes unnoticed.
iReport.com: AIDS in Washington's
older population
Then again, we've been here before.
Silence played a vital role in so many
white, gay men dying in the 1980s. But
the reality is we knew less then than we
do today, so our silence in 2008 is moe
shameful than anything that took place
during the Reagan administration.
Now it's time to make it front and cen-
ter.
This is not an issue that will be
addressed solely by politicians. It is a
national health crisis that will kill a
number of people and cost untold mil -
lions in healthcare. Sitting on the side-
lines simply isn't an option.
Obama and McCain should speak
specifically to this issue when they
attend the annual conference of the
National Urban League conference
next week in St. Louis. Don't bother

I initially wanted to write about Sen.

just talking about growing black-
owned businesses and ceating educa-
tional and economic opportunities. If
black communities are decimated by
AIDS, there won't be folks there to run
those businesses.

Yet they aren't the only ones with some
homework to do.

Black religious leaders must stop stick
ing their heads in the sand and speak
forcefully, truthfully and compassion-
ately -- from the pulpit -- about AIDS. If
they are against homosexuality and
men and women having sex outside of
marriage based on biblical reasons, |
understand that. But the reality is that
women are dying in the body of Christ,
and they are being infected mostly by
men. Ignoring the issue because it
makes us uncomfortable is not Christ-
like.

There has to be a serious eallocation
of resources, and that means oganiza
tions that have targeted gay white men
must share those dollars where the
need is the most. | have head from
countless black AIDS activists who say
the door is routinely shut in their face
when they try to move the dollars for
training, education and testing to large-
ly black neighborhoods. There is an
economic and political battle, and it's
time to squash that to save much-need
ed lives.

And then there is the personal respon-
sibility. It was siclening to watch the
young lady in Soledad O'Brien's "Black
in America" documentary fret about
the results of her AIDS test. But what
was horrible was realizing that she sus
pected her man of cheating, yet chose
to have unprotected sex anyhow.
These folks need to be hit between the
eyes with common sense. Yu can
have all the flyers, e-mails, \eb sites
and PSAs you want, but if the two peo-
ple laying in bed together, or even the
IV drug user, don't do their part, we'r e
just wasting time and money.

HIV and AIDS are 100 percent pre-
ventable. No one has any excuse today
not to know what safe sex means. e
must have the courage to say what
needs to be said, even if it's painful to
our sisters, biothers, friends, frat broth-
ers, somority sisters and chuch mem-
bers.

I'd rather have someone scare me
straight today than face an early death
tomorrow due to something | could
have easily prevented.

Roland S. Martin is an award-winning
journalist and CNN contributor He is the
author of "Listening to the Spirit Within:
50 Rerspectives on &ith." Please visit his
Web site at
http://www .rolandsmartin.com/.

STRA'GHT ...no chaser

by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

This 'n That

fter celebrating my 63rd birth-
Aday, I am just coming down

from a "natural high." It is diffi-
cult for me to focus on one particular
topic, so work with me this week.
First, | would like to make an impor-
tant public service announcement.

This year is much too important for
any apathy that manifests itself in our
community. Do what your ancestors
fought and died for you to have the

right to do. Stop making excuses and
whining about how your vote does

not count. It does count. VOTE!!! If
you don't vote, you have no right to

complain about anything. Take what
you get and shut up about it, you for-
feited your right to ask for anything. If
you do vote, then join me in making

sure you don't just vote and go away.
Pay attention to and hold any politi -
cian you voted for accountable for

their actions. Remember they work

for you .Politicians are not SE-lected
they are E-lected.

Newsflash: If you or anyone in your

family is a convicted felon, please be
advised that if they have served out
their time in New York State and are

no longer on "paper" (On Parole)

They CAN re-register and VOTE, no
questions asled. There is this myth
that continues to haunt most convict-

ed felons who are approached by
those conducting Voter Registration

campaigns. Most have been told they
have lost their Right to Vote but not

been told how to r estore their Rights.
All they have to do is REGISTER
again. This year the deadline for
Voter Registration for the all impor-

tant November is election is October

15, 2008. Registrations mailed MUST
be postmarked no later that October

10, 2008.

Returning to my own thoughts, | feel
Blessed and highly favoed to have
been able live my life amongst the
love of family and friends. | am
reminded of those who did not mak e
it this far.

My heartfelt condolences go out to
the family and community of Daniel
Ward Salon the Sudanese cab driver
who was recently killed on our streets.
| can't imagine anyone meeting with
such an untimely fate. | am appalled
that he is gone especially after he
traveled so many miles to make a bet-
ter life for him and his family. He
thought this country was safe.

On the other hand, some of us live
long and full lives. Charlie Shepherd,
father of Ruther B. Shepherd recently
passed away at the age of 101. 101
years old. says it all. Ater retirement
Mr. Shepherd and his wife Elizabeth
spent the better part of their retire-
ment years contributing to the success
of their son's business. Charlie
Shepherd lived a longer and fuller life
than most, and he will be missed.

A recent close encounter reminded
me of our children's mortality. Thank
God | was driving at a pace compara-
ble to the speed limit in my AL town,
25 mph. That day, | was reminded
that when a ball rolls into the street,
look for a kid to follow. | instinctively
hit my brakes when a ball rolled
directly in front of my car and low and
behold behind it came a toddler
oblivious to the danger he was in and
whose priority was to retrieve his ball.
The child could not have been over 2
years old. As | ited my car to get
the child and his ball back on the
curb, | then saw his nonchalant, un
assuming young mother, who had a
cell phone glued to her ear, as she sat
on her porch steps.. Her conversa
tion, even in the midst of finally realiz-
ing her child was almost hit by a car,
went uninterrupted. | must admit my
anger overtook me. | could not
understand why her child's safety did
not appear to be as important as that
phone call she was engaged in.

Our time here is short. We need to
pay attention and participate.

“He who is not courageous enough
to tak e risks will accomplish

nothing in life.”

~Muhammad Ali

JAssemblyman, David F Gantt

THE UPCOMING ELECTION IS VERY IMPORTANT
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU ARE REGISTERED TO VOTE
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH VOTER REGISTRATION

CALL DAVID GANTT'S OFFICE AT 454-3670

Councilwoman, L ovely A. Warren

4  www .MinorityR eporter .net



Read and R eap!

Getting Connected
by Denise Josephs

plan and make future decisions

based upon the reasonableness of
our economic system. This is no longer
true. People, who have been responst
ble and lived within their means and
have saved, are now being forced to
live off their savings. We are at a cru-
cial time in history and by most indica-
tors things could get a lot worse. We
live in an economic system where only
a few are getting super rich at the
expense of the many In theory, this is
not supposed happen. But, judging by
the facts, it is. While we have been
busy trying to make a living, some
shifty oil men have raised gasoline
prices causing a rippling effect, that
affects the price of everything from
food to clothing. We are now running
harder and faster, only to find that we
are running in place; or, in some cases,
falling further and further behind.

There used to be a time we could

All this comes at a time when there
is disconnect in our society. We pride
ourselves in being independent and
not needing anyone. At times, in fact,
we almost feel embarrassed to let any
one know that we are in trouble and
need help. As a result, many of us
struggle silently, and alone.
Furthermor e, we are a society of per
sons who have gotten so busy - too
busy even to make a phone call just to
say hello. And, we even manage to
convince ourselves that we as busy as
we are now, 'later on' we will have
more time for friends and family. ‘Later
on' keeps being pushed further and
further into the distant futur e.

With current circumstances, we
can no longer afford to be disconnect-
ed. Right now, we need the wisdom of
that eighty year old grandmother and
grandfather to tell us how they made it
through hard times. We need the ideas
of friends who will share with us how
to make a dollar stretch. We need the
resources of family, added to our own
resourcefulness, to help us male it
over the hard spots. Let's not forget the
children. They can pitch in too, taking
on extra chores and helping in whatev-
er way they can.

Times are hard. We need one
another. There is a scripture in the
bible that says "two ar better than
one; for if one falls she will have some
one to help her up, but woe to the per -
son who is alone when he falls"
(Eccles. 4:9-12).

Denise M. Josephs is an educatspeak

er and writer. She is a former adjunct
faculty member of Houghton College -
PCMP and serves on its Board of
Governors. Ms. Josephs has a Masters of
Business Administration a Masters of
Divinity, and owns her own company
DeNicest Concepts.

Send us your pr

letters and events.
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Upfront Cleaning Service

“W e work har d, so that Y OU won 't have to .”

Call Frances Lynn at (585):749-0330

Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for

you!

* House warming

* Valentine's Day

* Birthdays

* Anniversary

* Mother’s Day

* Father's Day

* A grea gift for
grand parents

* Post-opeative
support

* Light cleaning
support for
Senior Citizns

WWW .minorityr

eporter .net

Emer ging Entr epr eneurs
Scholarship Pr ~ ogram at MCC
Scholarship program offers aspiring entrepreneurs step-
by-step training for successfully starting a small business

Brighton, N.Y., July 30, 2008-Monroe Community College is recruiting applicants
for its new Emerging Entrepreneurs Scholarship Rogram. This scholarship pro-
gram-which covers tuition, fees and books-gives aspiring entepreneurs the tools
they need to start and manage their own small businesses.

"MCC's Emeging Entrepreneurs Scholarship Rogram offers students the opportu-
nity to test their business ideas in a safe envonment-the classom-before making
the leap into the 'real world'," said Sherry Tshibangu, director of the Emerging
Entrepreneurs Scholarship Rogram and assistant pofessor of business at MCC.
"This preparation will serve as a tremendous springboard for those who are truly
committed to succeeding in business."

While there are no formal education requirements for the program, participants
must be interested in opening a business within the next 12 months, committed to
completing the 15-week course and able to do college-level work. The program is
ideal for emerging entrepreneurs with non-traditional business ideas in art and
music, machine and construction trades, medical services, food industry, tourism
and personal services. Those who ae accepted will take one course this fall and
will be eligible for a follow-up course in the spring. Students will earn thr ee college
credits for their participation in the pr ogram.

Participants in the program will learn about the natur e of small business in today's
economy. Ths includes identifying the opportunities available for small businesses,
understanding the legal forms of ownership, franchising and building a business
plan, as well as developing marketing strategies that will best each potential cus-
tomers on a shoestring budget. Rarticipants will also have the opportunity to work
with business partners in the aea-such as the Small Business Development Center
to help them further develop their curr ent or prospective businesses.

"Entrepreneurship has been identified as one of the ley drivers to the economic
revitalization of our region. In addition to turning aspiring entr epreneurs into suc-
cessful business owners, we hope that this ppgram will help stimulate the local
economy over time," added Tshibangu. "Applicants for this program do not need
a business degee; they need a good idea, discipline and the drive to get a busk
ness off the gound.”

Registration for the Emerging Entrepreneurs Scholarship Rogram is separate fom
MCC's standad enrollment procedure. In order to apply, candidates must com-
plete an application and an essay by the August 11 deadline. The application
process also includes an interview Thirty participants will be chosen to participate
for the Fall 2008 semester which begins on Sept. 2 and runs through Dec. 18.
Additional program information, including a downloadable application, can be

viewed online at www .monroecc.edu/go/newbiz

Center Seeks Alumni for
Anniversary Celebration

he Community Child Care
TCenter is seeking to locate

alumni, former staff and other
friends to celebrate its 45th
anniversary. A fundraising dinner
and silent auction will be held
Thursday, October 2, 2008, at
Triphammer Grill.

Dr. Juanita Pitts, Rochester's first
African American female physician,
founded the Center in September,
1963, in the basement of AM.E.
Zion Church. In 1977 the center
moved to its permanent home on
170 Troup Street, built by family
and friends of Helen Murray, long-
time Corn Hill resident and chil-
dren's advocate Fish. Over the
years, the Center's goal has been to
meet the childcare needs of low-
income working families by provid-
ing quality care, education and
preparation for success in school. It

recently earned reaccreditation by
the National Academy for the
Education of Young Children.

Dr. Pitts is honorary chair of the
anniversary event. For more infor-
mation or to pur chase tickets con-
tact Wendy B. Rose, planning com-
mittee chair, at 423-0851 or the
Center at 232-3250.

Contact: Wendy B. Rose

Community Child Care Center

170 Troup Street

Rochester, New York 14608

Phone: 232-3250 or 423-0851
Email:

communitychildcar ecenter@frontier-
net.net
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Tea with Aunty

Rita Bryant: K eeping the V illage

Together
by Kashika Sahay

This is the second installment of a six
part series called Tea with Aunty that

explores what it means to be part of an
ethnic culture while living in the

Rochester community.

he most striking thing about my
Tmeeting with Rita Bryant, was her

emphasis on the village—a village
that sustains and supports everyone
from her mother to her granddaughter
and everyone in between. With faith as
her rock and a personal touch philoso-
phy, Rita Bryant has built a hair salon on
Andrews Blvd and a stiong family base
at home. We sit down in her living room
on a bustling Sunday afternoon.

As we talk we are interrupted several
times by Rita’s son, familyand friends. It
is comfortable here, with the soft hum
of the television in the background, and
people coming in and out to talk with
Rita.

“Our house has always been the
center of all this activity ,” she
explains. My mother cooks and the
entire family gathers here. “We are big
on soul food. The last holiday, Memorial
Day, we had a lot of pig in the house.
My mom cooks a lot.” She half-jokes
that soul food includes anything that
clogs the arteries and raises your che
lesterol. She describes her favorite
recipes of collard greens, fried chicken
gizzads, and cornbread.

Among friends and family, Bryant says
that her home is known as the praying
household. “Keep God first in whatever
it is that you want to do.” She says.
Bryant tells a story about Jesus being
held up by a crowd of villagers, each of
them doing their part. “Part of the vil-
lage idea is that there is always some
one there making sure you are on the
path of righteousness-sometimes that
meant a whooping, sometimes that
means advice.”

I ask her how she identifies herself in
the cultural sense. A first she answers
promptly, African American, but then

she says, “I dort know if it is a good

thing or a bad thing, but I can’t | identi-

fy with the traditions of a [African]

nation... | guess | can be called Black
American.” Bryant speaks fondly of her
childhood in Atlanta, GA. “It was

encouraging to see Blacks of all eco

nomic backgrounds, from the poor to

the very rich,” she says. Her experiences
at the church in Atlanta really shaped
her ideas on faith and religion. Bryant

feels the sense of the community as a
village was stionger in Atlanta.

Family gatherings were a big part of
Bryant’ childhood in A tlanta, “Family is
so important [but] times are changing.
You don’t know who you can trust any -

more-just recently someone got shot for
letting their relative into their house.”
Bryant has three children of her own,
two sons and a daughter Her main
advice to her children is to not force
relationships and major life steps. ‘If
you have to force it, then you
should rethink it, no matter what

itis- you need to really check things

out before you mak e your
move...God is your rock ."

The values of togetherness in the family
sharing food and major events, and a
strong foundation in faith seem consis-
tent with my village. Although the food
and perspectives | find here are differ-
ent, when we sit down together, the
warmth | feel is the same. Rita’s stong
faith in God and commitment to her
family has kept her family together
through times of grief. Who is in your
village?

To read full blog entries on each
Aunty go to ,
teawithaunty .blogspot.com

Rita Bryant
(Photo by Jeanette Lampley)

About the Column

Tea with Aunty is a six-segment poject
with mission to understand the impor -
tant elements of different cultures. |
chose the word Aunty for this series,
because | feel it shows espect and
affection for each lady’s advice.
Understanding my Aunties can help me
better understand my cultural heritage
and ultimately, myself. Through this
series, I'd like to find the most important
parts of building culture and how it is
passed down from elders to children.
Each segment focuses on an Ainty and
a general theme that she has conveyed
to me through teatime conversations.
This project is funded by the University
of Rochester Innovative Journalism
Fellowship.
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face to the name

Howar d Eagle

EDITOR'S NOTE: When the
Minority Reporter received Howard
Eagle's his biodata, he also included
this introduction. This provides per-
spective about Howard's views
beyond a list of his achievements.

11 ocially and economically, my
Sgamily background reminds me
f the fact that some histori-
ans, scholars and intellectuals ague
that the United States of America has
never really had a true peasantry class
(with the outstanding exception of the
numerous centuries in which institu-
tionalized slavery existed). It is truly
amazing that anyone, especially those
who consider themselves as being scholars, could possibly put forth
this type of erroneous and fundamentally flawed argument. | can't
imagine what overall socioeconomic condition the scholars think was
produced among subsequent generations of semi-enslaved people
(even after institutionalized slavery was socalled legally abolished),
but | can tell you (without consulting a single history book) that the
above referenced theories are indeed incorrect. As a matter of fact,
many direct descendants of the peasantry class, cgated during times
of institutionalized slavery, are today members of the so-called per-
manent underclass. The majority of those who escape that fate--- ae
either extremely lucky, blessed, or both."

Howard Eagle

Howard Eagle was born and raised in the segegated small town of
Apopka, Florida. In 1968, his family moved to the Rochester area.
The family lived and worked as migrant farm workers on Heberlee's
Farm in Penfield, New York. Howard describes the farm as one that
was at least two miles long and half a mile wide. Howard's family
lived in a three-room shack, behind Heberlee's barn. "When we first
moved there in 1968, the place still had an outdoor toilet! When |

was in high school, this make-shift house that we had called home --
- was heated by a coal-burning, pot-bellied stove!" he comments.

Howard graduated from Penfield High School in 1972. He furthered

his education by earning a bachelors in Political Science and Masters
in Education at SUNY Brockport. Howar d began his teaching career
in the Rush Henrietta School District as a substitute teacher He then

went on to become At Risk counselor in the Rochester City School
District. Since 1987, he has worked as a secondary Social Studies
teacher in the Rochester City Schools. In addition, he also teaches a
course at SUNY Biockport titled "Cultur e of the African American

Child."

Howard has served on numerous committees and organization with
the common themes of African American cultur e and improving the
public education system. Some of these committees include the
School-Based Planning Bam, the Parent and Community Advisory
Committee, and the Superintedent's Strategic Planning Committee on
Parental Involvement. He is the co-founder of the Citizens United for
Real Education (C.U.R.E.). In 1999, Howard co-directed a theatrical
production at James Madison School about the life and times of
Malcom X.

Currently, he is a member of A.R.M (Anti-Racism Movement) and
serves on the Advisory Council for the Rochester City School
District's African and African-American Studies Department.

In April 2001, Howard received New York African Studies
Association's Outstanding ®Bacher Award. He has been recognized
multiple times by the Rochester City School district for showing lead-
ership and involvement in the community . In 1982, He became the
first person to win the Urban League and Liggett Group Inc. National
Essay contest twice (he won prviously in 1980). Throughout his
career, Howard has published more than 80 articles in local newspa-
pers, magazines, and college campus publications focusing on socioe
conomic and public educational issues. Publications that have fea-
tured Howard's work include Rochester's Democrat and Chronicle,
Times Union, City, Pride of Rochester, Challenger, Frederick Douglass
Voice, Minority Reporter; About Time Magazine, Education Week
Magazine; Monroe Community College and S.U.N.Y. Brockport cam-
pus newspapers; and Indymedia of Fochester.

Howard is married and lives in Rochester. He has four children.

For profiles of other Community Leaders
featured in our “Face to the Name,” visit
our website at

www .MinorityR  eporter .net




RCSD Students Find Digging Can Be
Fun and Educational During SUNY

Geneseo’s Y oung Scholars A

ictional archaeologist Indiana
FJones would have been proud of

the 60 Rochester City School
District students who participated in the
Rochester Young Scholars Academy at
SUNY Geneseo July 14-27. The middle
school students made an unexpected
discovery of artifacts believed to be
between 4,000 and 5,000 years old
while digging at a real archaeological
site on campus.

"We thought we would find Native

American artifacts on the site but the
arrowheads and other items they found
clearly predate Native American settle-
ments," said Kristi Krumrine, who teach-
es archaeology at SUNY Geneseo and
supervised the excavation component
of the two-week camp. "It was very
exciting for all of us and the kids did a
great job."

This is the second year of the camp,
which is part of the Xerox Center for
Multicultural ~ Teacher  Education
Program at SUNY Geneseo. The camp
was funded by Xerox Corp., the
Rochester City School District and the
college.

"This camp reinforces our effort to sup-
port urban education and to inter est
our education students here at Geneseo
in teaching in a multicultural envir on-
ment," said Susan Norman, camp direc-
tor and director of the center. "The

cademy

counselors working with the kids during

the camp are Geneseo education stu
dents and they did a terrific job."

The theme for this year's camp was
"Discovering the Iroquois in Geneseo."
In addition to digging for artifacts, the

students did indoor lab analysis of their
finds and also participated in other
activities related to archaeology. They
lived in dormitories on campus during

the two-week camp.

"It was very fun," said Momgan Bell, 12,
who attends World of Inquiry School

No. 58. "To find something that hadn't
been touched by humans for all those
years was amazing and it was geat that
they trusted us to use chemicals in the
lab to work on the artifacts.”

"l enjoyed the lab work the most," said
Chandra Martinez, 13, who attends the
Joseph C Wilson Magnet High School
Foundation Academy. "The whole
experience gave me a lot to think
about."

The campers learned that real science is
involved in uncovering the past but
they also learned teamwork, responsk
bility and time management.

"We're hoping they can take this experi-
ence back with them and think about
the possibilities of college and a caeer,"
said Enrico Johnson, assistant povost
at SUNY Geneseo.

SIFTING FOR HISTOR Y -- Christian Thomas (left), 11, a student at James B.
Duffy School No. 12, and Whitman Sampson, 12, a student at Charles Caroll School
No. 46, search for artifacts while digging at an archaeological site at SUNY Geneseo.

School, examines a specimen talen from an archaeological site.

Photos by Jo Kirk/SUNY Geneseo

A CLOSER EXAMINA TION - Jennifer Rivera, 14, a student at John Marshall High

Flight to F
Under gr ound Railr

Rochester Museum & Science Center

Underground  Railroad, the

Rochester Museum & Science
Center's newest ehibit opened to the
public on Friday, July 25. The exhibit
illustrates the story of the Underground
Railroad by exploring the paths freedom
seelers followed through Rochester.
Throughout this exhibit, visitors can
walk in the footsteps of freedom fighters
like Austin Steward, Frederick Douglas
and Harriet Jacobs and learn how they
helped the fight to abolish slavery.

Flight to Freedom: Rochester's

Children can follow along with Imani, a
youngster who makes the dangemus
journey north with her family. This
3,000 sq. ft. exhibit immerses you in
Rochester stories of the decades pe-
ceding the Civil War. It dramatically
portrays the important story of the

r eedom: R ochester's

oad Opens at the

Underground Railroad.

The Rochester Museum and Science
Center encourages everyone to "Learn
how important education was to a fr ee-
dom seekers success. Discover the riskq
that abolitionists took, and try to imag-
ine the choices you would make as
either a fugitive or an established, law-
abiding citizen."

Rochester Museum & Science Center
receives major funding from Monroe

D.M. W illiams
Funeral Home, Inc.

765 Elmgrove Road
Rochester, NY 14624
www .dmwilliamsfuneralhome.org

585-247-0430

* Cremations
* Pre Arrangement Plans

N ; ; .
Annual Holiday Memorial Sevice Denise M. W illiams

President and Funeral Director

County and includes a planetarium,
nature center and science/regional his-
tory museum. The exhibition is present

ed with support from the Underground
Railroad Heritage Trail, a program of
the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation.

“What k eeps me
going Is goals.

~ Muhammad Ali
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Graffiti, Art or V

Article and photos by Rajesh Barnabas

he scent of aersol lofted over the
Tcorner of North Clinton and

Clifford Avenues at the site of
Rochester's annual Graffiti Convention.
The event was hosted by FUA an
acronym that stands for 'Fom Up
Above' and 'Famous Urban Artists.'

FUA is the dominant local graffiti "cru"
that has national, if not international
tentacles. Each year the numbers of
artist participants and spectators gows.
Although a number of posters were put
up to advertise across town, most peo-
ple arrived by wor d of mouth. The jam
had extra meaning this year in the
midst of City Hall's renewed crackdown
on graffiti.

The atmosphere is politically charged
as Mayor Bob Duffy has ecently
launched initiatives to remove graffiti
displays aound the city. This past
spring, the Mayor's office took space
out in several newspapers for Clean
Sweep ads that depicted a colorful
piece of graffiti then, in bold print, ran

the text "Some Call It Art, We Call It
Vandalism." Mayor Bob Duffy joined
forces with Police Chief David Moor e in
announcing an all out "Blitz on Graffiti
Blight" stating in a news rlease: "it is
important that we stay aggressive and
continue to look for cr eative new ways
to prevent the blight that graffiti cr eates
in our neighborhoods."

The members of FUA are less than
thrilled by these measures as they point
out inconsistencies in Duffy's plans.

"He's a politician,” said Brian 'Cook’
Kozlowski - a member of FUA who
helped organize the event. He counters,
"How can they allow a billboar d adver-
tising alcohol right outside an elemen-
tary school, and then tell us not to tag in
public places? If | see a billboad like
that [advertising alcohol], | will tag right
over it."

Crook admits that tagging on private
property is where he draws the line. "All
the graffiti you see here and along
Clinton Ave. was done by the permis-
sion of the owner." He then returned to
his earlier point, "but under the bridges
and in the tunnels, those spots ae not
beautiful to begin with." Crook views
these aras as open aeas to express
design ideas.

However, the Mayor has deputized a
"Graffiti Task Force" and sought com-
prehensive anti-graffiti legislation.
There was even a "Rochester Clean
and Green" contest, designed by City
Councilmember Dana K. Miller that
equated graffiti with litter. The con-
test advertised:

"The anti-litter poster contest will allow
area students to use their ceativity to

andalism?

show why litter and graffiti are bad for
the environment. The winning entry
will be the poster that best illustrates the
theme "Rochester Clean and Green -
No Litter-No Graffiti."

While the Mayor's office may see the
poster contest as a call for artistic youth
expression, Cooks notes some iony in
the policy. In 1991, when he was attend-
ing Virgil Grisom School #7 in
Rochester, funding for his music pro-
gram was cut from the budget.

"That's when | started doing graffiti. |
am a musician, | wanted to do music,
but music class and band was cut out,"
said Crook.

With further ir ony, he notes that in
2005, when Duffy was running for
office, he invited a number of FUA
members to spray paint a graffiti mural
campaign ad on the front his headquar-
ters. So then why is the Mayor referring
to the art as blight now?

"He's got to do that," said Michael
"Snoe" Marracco - another founding
FUA member. "That's how he gets
money. He can get a lot of money from
the federal government if he says he is
cracking down on graffiti. Ther e really is
no graffiti problem. They overrate the
gang problem and the graffiti problem,
that's how they find money."

FUA; which at various times also stood

for 'Feared Upon Arrival', 'Full Urban

Assault’, and 'Forever Using Aerosol’

started as a close knit graffiti "cru” in the
1980's and consisted mostly of Berto

Rican hip hop artists. Now, it crosses
cultures. "We have Puerto Ricans, Irish,

Russians, even Japanese members,"
said Snoe. "FUA is global."

The graffiti convention showcased a
dozen local graffiti artists and dance ele
ments of hip hop including br eak-danc-
ing, spinning (DJ-ing with r ecords), and
free-styling. Another dozen graffiti
artists were from out of town, coming
from Boston, New York City, New
Jersey, and Philadelphia.

"This is one of the biggest graffiti events
on the East Coast," said Snoe. "W use
real walls." He explains that at other
locations, they use dry walls that are put

up for the show and then taken down

soon after.

From time to time, the graffiti e xpo was
interrupted by screaming jet fighters
streaking overhead, part of the Air
Show also going on this weekend. That
and some intermittent showers, only
added to the 'From Up Above' aura of
the day.

However one may perceive FUA's
work, as art or vandalism, this past
Saturday, most called it art.
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Floral Boutique Florist

607 West Main Street
Rochester, NY 14608

235-3370

3 decades in
same location!

Favors for all occasions
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NY CLU, ACL U Sue Over

Warrantless Wir

by Jennifer Carnig

The American Civil Liberties Union and
its New York affiliate, the New York Civil
Liberties Union, July 10, filed a land-
mark lawsuit to stop the government
from conducting surveillance under a
new wir etapping law that gives the Bush
administration virtually uncheck ed
power to inter cept Americans’ interna-
tional e-mails and telephone calls. The
case was filed on behalf of a boad coali-
tion of attorneys and human rights,
labor, legal, and media organizations
whose ability to perform their work —
which relies on confidential communi -
cations — will be greatly compromised by
the new law. Most of the clients are in
New York.

The FISA Amendments Act of 2008,
passed by Congess on Wednesday and
signed by President Bush today not only
legalizes the warrantless surveillance
program that the president approved in
late 2001, it gives the government new
spying powers, including the power to

conduct dragnet surveillance of
Americans’ international communica -
tions.

“New York City is the very epitome of
our national melting pot,” said Donna
Lieberman, executive director of the
New York Civil Liberties Union. “As a city
that embraces immigrants and is even
home to the United Nations — the most
international or ganization the world has
ever known — New Yorkers should be
deeply concerned about the enormous
impact this unconstitutional law will
have on our friends and neighbors.”

In today’s legal challenge, the NYCLU
and ACLU argue that the new spying
law violates Americans’ rights to free
speech and privacy under the First and
Fourth Amendments to the Constitution.
The new law permits the government to
conduct intrusive surveillance without
ever telling a court who it intends to spy
on, what phone lines and email address
es it intends to monitor, where its sur
veillance targets are located, why it's
conducting the surveillance or whether
it suspects any party to the communica
tion of wrongdoing.

“A democratic system depends on the
rule of law, and not even the president
or Congress can authorize a law that vio-
lates core constitutional principles,” said
Christopher Dunn, NYCLU associate
legal director and the NYCLU's lead
counsel on the case. ‘The only thing
compromised in this so-called ‘compro-
mise’ law is the Constitution.”

etappingL aw

Plaintiffs in the case ae:

* The Nation and its contributing jour -
nalists Naomi Klein and Chris Hedges

* Amnesty International USA, Global
Rights, Global Fund for Women, Human
Rights Watch, PEN American Center,
Service Employees International Union,
Washington Office on Latin America,
and the International Criminal Defence
Attorneys Association

* Defense attorneys Dan Arshack, David
Nevin, Scott McKay and Sylvia Royce

“As a journalist, my job requires commu-
nication with people in all parts of the
world — from Iraq to Argentina. If the
U.S. government is given unchecked
surveillance power to monitor r eporters’
confidential sources, my ability to do this
work will be seriously compromised,”
said Naomi Klein, an award-winning
columnist and best-selling author who is
a plaintiff in today’s lawsuit.

“l cannot in good conscience accept
that my conversations with people who
live outside the U.S. will put them in
harm’s way as a esult of overzealous
government spying. Privacy in my com-
munications is not simply an expecta-
tion, it's a right.”

The ACLU's legal challenge, which was
filed in the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York, seeks a
court order declaring that the new law is
unconstitutional and or dering its imme-
diate and permanent halt.

In a separate filing, the ACLU asled the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court
(FISC) to ensure that any proceedings
relating to the scope, meaning, or con-
stitutionality of the new law be open to

the public to the extent possible. The
ACLU also asled the secret court to
allow it to file a brief and participate in

oral argument, to order the government
to file a public version of its briefs
addressing the laws constitutionality,
and to publish any judicial decision that
is ultimately issued.

Attorneys in the lawsuit Amnesty v
McConnell are Dunn and Legal Director
Arthur Eisenberg of the NYCLU and
Jameel Jaffer, Melissa Goodman, and L.
Danielle Tully of the ACLU National
Security Project. Attorneys on the
motion filed with the FISC are Jaffer,
Goodman, Tully, and Arthur Spitzer of
the ACLU of the National Capital Area.

* Embellished suits

* Dresses

* Special OccasioAttire

* CareerWear

* Pants and Skirt Sets

* Jewelry and
Accessories

* Sizes 10 - 34

Celebration Sale Event
30% OFF with A d

Dressed N §yle

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many|
designer suits

262-3550

Let us dress you
in style!

178W Main St. (1 block west ofVashington §) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM
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Community Champion

Teaches City Kids to Gar

den

to Stay Fit and Healthy

(GRHF News Release)

I Iow do you get kids to eat

healthy food? Teach them how
to grow their own garden!
That's exactly what earned Jan

McDonald the Community
Champions award from the Greater
Rochester Health Foundation.

McDonald is the Director of Rochester
Roots Inc. and has been instrumental in
expanding organic urban garden pro-
grams in the city schools. The pogram
focuses not only on how to grow food
without pesticides or herbicides in
order to protect the environment, but
how to prepare food to maintain its
vitamins and nutrients.

More than 500 students and 27 teach
ers have tilled, planted, weeded and
harvested these wurban gadens.
Families who work in the garden
receive healthy produce for their fami-
ly table. McDonald's goal is to help
Rochester Roots open a community
kitchen to teach families how to make
better use of in-season poduce.

McDonald was selected as a
Community Champion because she has
gone the extra mile to help kids aged 2-
10 stay healthy Champions may be
individuals or groups that go above and

beyond their normal duties to success
fully impact childr en's nutrition and/or
physical activity. For details on how to
nominate a Community Champion, go

to www.thegrhf.org and click on
Community  Champions. The
Prevention of Childhood Overweight

and Obesity in Monroe County, NY
2007 - 2017 Strategic Plan, which out
lines the details of childhood over-
weight and obesity and its long-term
health consequences, is available on
the website under Publications and
Reports. The Community Champions
award is one strategy within the
Foundation's prevention goal to reduce
the prevalence of overweight and obe-
sity, as measued by Body Mass Inde,
from 15% to 5% of Monme County chil-
dren ages 2-10 by 2017.

John Urban, president and CEO of
GRHF states, "Many times we think of
large formal programs as the sole
opportunity to impr ove children's
health. However, it is these smaller acts
of outstanding individuals that will
make a great impact on the physical
activity, nutrition and overall health of
our children. The goal of the
Foundation is to recognize these
efforts, and shae their successes to
inspire other people to be creative.”



HIV V accine Sear

ch

Frustrates Officials

PR NewsWire

Scientists will have to take "enormous
intellectual leaps" to develop an AIDS
vaccine in the coming years, say
researchers clearly frustrated by the
failure of a once-promising shot.

The researchers, including a top
National Institutes of Health official,
want new people with new ideas to
step up and join the search. They say
the focus of their research should be on
discovering a vaccine rather than on
clinical trials for evaluating medicines
that may or may not work.

"Design of a vaccine that blocks HIV
infection will r equire enormous intel-
lectual leaps beyond present day
knowledge," concluded a broad team
of researchers writing in Friday's edition
of the journal Science.

More than 6,500 new HIV infections
occur daily worldwide. A r ecent high-
profile trial of a potential vaccine not
only failed to prevent infection, but
those who got the inoculation
appeared at increased risk of infection
compared with those who wer e given a
placebo.

After the disappointing results, the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases held a summit in
March on how to reinvigorate vaccine
researh.

The institute will still support studies in
people -- but it is raising the bar that
candidate vaccines need to pass to get
federal support. NIH is looking for fresh
ideas on how to approach HIV vaccine
discovery, and emphasizing basic laba
ratory researcch to fill in key gaps in
knowledge. Among the priorities will

be increased research in chimpanzees,
the Science article says.

The recent failed vaccine study showed
"we were maybe on the wrong track a
bit," Dr. Anthony Fauci, the institute's
director, told a Science podcast. "We
will be turning the knob, as | like to say
more preferentially toward answering
some of the fundamental questions that
have gone unanswered," he said.

When contractors don't meet mile -
stones, or when initiatives don't attract
the highest quality of applications,
money will be redirected to more
promising research activities, Fauci's
team wrote. Unfortunately, the need for
more resources aimed at discovering a
vaccine comes at a time when the
National Institutes of Health's budget
remains flat, the officials said.

"Should growth in the NIH budget be
reinstated in future years, one of the
highest priorities will be to target those
additional resources to HIV vaccine
programs, particularly vaccine discov-
ery research," the health officials wrote.

“Ther e ar e no pleasur

a fight but some

fights have been a pleas -

ur e to win.”

es in
of my

~Muhammad Ali

INST ANT GRA TIFICA TION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote
or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent

2018 Latta Road

Rochester, NY 14612

Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

Call my office 24/7

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutdatomobile Insurance Confpty Farm Indemnity Confplanynington? linsurance and discounts subject to qualifi

CoverMe F oundation to assist

uninsur

ed A frican-Americans

find health insurance

(PR News Wire)
he CoverMe Foundation, a
I national non-profit organization,
has announced it will offer a free
comprehensive program that helps
locate health care coverage available
to the uninsured and underserved

groups such as the elderly disabled and
pregnant women.

The CoverMe Foundation wants to
help improve the quality of life for all
Americans nationwide, particularly
African-Americans.

The number of uninsured African-
Americans is approaching crisis stage.
Of the approximately 35.5 million
African-Americans in the U.S., more
than seven million, or about 20 per-
cent, are uninsured, compared to the
11 percent of non-Hispanic whites who
lack health coverage. Of those seven
million uninsured African-Americans,
1.6 million are children, accounting for
one out of every seven African-
American childr en.

"The number of underinsured and
uninsured African Americans is very
disturbing," said Alec Shea, president of
The CoverMe Foundation. "We think
that everyone in the United States
should have access to healthcae cov-
erage and services egardless of race
and economic status. Our goal is to also
make the application process as easy as
possible for African Americans without
health care insurance with our toll-free
number and Web site."

The CoverMe Foundation's goal for
long-term health for African Americans
also includes information on prescrip-
tion assistance pograms and medical
treatment programs.

"The comprehensive assistance is at the
heart of the foundation's work in trying
to close the health care gap between
America's 47 million uninsured and the
health care resources that are available

to them," Shea added. "We work hard
to make the difference, to always be
there for our communities."

The CoverMe Foundation is funded by
a $2.5 million grant from The WellPoint
Foundation Inc., which supports inno -
vative programs that help cover the
uninsured.

"We are proud to support the The
CoverMe Foundation, an organization
that is dedicated to improving the
health care of our communities and
working with uninsur ed individuals and
their families to actually get them
insured," said Caz Matthews, pesident
of The WellPoint Foundation Inc.

For mor e information on The CoverMe
Foundation and its services, or if you
are an organization or individual inter -
ested in partnering with CMF in its
efforts to help America's uninsured
population, please call 1 (877)
NSUREME-1 or visit the Web site at
http://www .covermefoundation.or g.

The CoverMe Foundation assists con
sumers in their efforts to locate and
access health cae coverage. It was
conceived as an organization to
improve the overall health of citizens in
our local communities as well as
throughout the United States. Drawing
from community resources, govern
ment assistance and select corporate
partnerships, the foundation strives to
facilitate reductions in the number of
the uninsured and to improve the over-
all quality of life in our nation.

The WellPoint Foundation, Inc. is a pri-
vate, non-profit organization wholly
funded by WellPoint, Inc.

Through charitable contributions and pr o-
grams, the Foundation promotes
WellPoint's inherent commitment to
enhance the health and well-being of indi -
viduals and families in communities that
WellPoint's affiliate health plans serve.

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you've built, the life you live.

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

438 North Street

Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax 585-546-3439

Week of A ugust 2, 2008
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New York Division
400 East Ave
Rochester, NY 14607
Tel: 585.340.3300
Fax: 585.340.3727

Did you know ......7

ROI offers programs and services to assist you
in accomplishing your dreams:

ROI Homeowneship Ppgram - Assists lo and modete-
income households thugh hombuyer eduction dasses and road Race.
one-on-one homemesship counseling tha&ndles may famk

lies vho never beliged the could evn their avn home becom

homeavnes. Program Opedtions Locéed in RchesterBaavia,
Canandaigua and Weurgh. For daes and times obrientdion
workshops call the Homemesship Info Line -

585_340_330200mmitment to its future not only

Rochester to Host International
Cycling - City to Get New 3-Day

Event in 2008

ayor Robert J. Duffy and race
M director Scott Page today
announced the details of the

two new courses and routes of the 2008
Rochester Omnium.

The Rochester Twilight Criterium has

been so successful for the past four
years that Rage has e&panded it for

2008. The new and improved event will

feature three days of world champion

and Olympic cyclists competing in an

Individual Time Trial, the Rochester
Twilight Criterium and the R ochester

e “This exciting event draws tens of thou-

sands of people and the highest level of
professional cycling downtown and into

our city,”

said Mayor Duffy. “We are making a

because of the excitement and life that
the free family event brings, but also

ROl Contact br Homeavneship Pogram: Catene Wade - because of its temendous economic

Homeaowneship PogramAdministetor -

Entemprise Center - Brvides small and m&iusiness loan®if
madinely, equipmentworking caitol, some eal est®, training
and tebnical assistancéusiness planningnan@ement, cash
flow and maketing Also povides outead to rural comnunities
reqarding economic delopment esouces access to edit and
technical assistance ioral comnunities Program goals arto
increase theldw of caitol to small bsinessedoster job gowth
and cedion in rural comnunities and encoage small bsiness
expansions to @ and modete-income indiduals Sewice is

awailadle in up-stee New York.

ROI Contact Numberdr Enteprise Center Séces:Economic

585-340-37 Q5A new Rasmussen Rports national tele-

Development Ind Line:

Child-Center

ed Divor

ce,

Focuses on Kid's Needs

(BLACK PR WIRE) Divorce can be par-
ticularly difficult for childr en whose par-
ents announce suddenly that they are to
split and in this nation of soaring
divorce rates it's no wonder that that
topic is so widely discussed. 6o often it

seems, paents caught up in their own

emotions, sense of loss or frustration,
use their children as baigaining chips in
a game of who is right or wrong; mom

or dad. Children's need should be put
first however when going thr ough such
times to ensure that the child or chil -
dren of a family going through transition

realize that they are loved and that the

divor ce has nothing to do with anything

they said or did.

July is National Child-Centered Divor ce
Month and will witness professionals
from various fields coming together to
share important parenting messages to
help parents put their kid's needs first
when making decisions related to
divorce or separation. Therapists, edu
cators, attorneys, the clegy and even
coaches will participate in this summer's
initiative, the second annual of its kind.

12

National ~ Child-Centered Divorce
Month was started by author and single
parent Rosalind Sedacca to help create
a positive parental structure for moving
forward in the relationship realm while
keeping the needs of the children
involved in a split first and foremost.
One of the most valuable parenting
messages put forth is "Don't Male Your
Child a Pawn in Your Conflict."
Important messages to shae with chil -
dren include telling the child that none
of it is their fault, both Mom and Dad
still love them and always will, and that
Mom and Dad are taking care of things
with the child's best interests in mind.

The statistics on divorce can be daunt-
ing yet outlets exist for making sure chil-
dren's needs ae met. This July, and
throughout the year, organizations and
individuals are working to ensure that
parents make the responsible decision
to keep children out of their adult quar -
rels and differences of opinion and
instead provide the love and caretaking
children need to thrive.

www .MinorityR eporter .net

585-340-3338impact”

The 2008 Rochester Omnium begins
with the Rochester Time Trial on Fri.,
August 8. The time trial is 3.9 miles in
length and starts and finishes at the Brt

of Rochester on Lake Ontario. The
Rochester Twilight Criterium on Sat.,
August 9 features night-time racing that
sets the steets of downtown Rochester
on fire, with cyclists steaking past the
crowd of spectators who are just a few
feet away from the action. The
Rochester Road Race is on Sun., Aigust
10 and is 110 miles in length, starting in
Honeoye and finishing with a repeated
circuit loop around the south side of
Rochester.

All three events are on the prestigious
International Cycling Union

(UCI) calendar, the same schedule as
the Tour de France. “With the success of
last years race (In 2007 the one day
race drew over 35,000

spectators) a three-day race was a natu
ral progression,” said Scott Rge, Race
Director.

This Omnium is the only UCI road race
in both North and South America on
the August 8 weekend. There are 440
UCI International road racing events
worldwide scheduled for 2008 and of
those, only 51 are in North and South
America, 13 of which are in the United
States.

36% of V oters Say Racism Bigger
Problemin U .S. than Sexism

July 28, 2008 (Rasmussen Bports)

CBS News' beleagueed anchor Katie
Couric says s&ism is more common and
more acceptable in society than racism,
but voters do not agree.

phone survey finds that 36% believe
African-Americans face more discrimi-
nation, while only 28% say it's worse for
women. Thirty-six percent (36%) are not
sure.

Voters were more evenly divided in a
survey last month. While 32% of voters
thought African-Americans faced more
discrimination, 31% felt it was a greater
problem for women.

Couric has consistently battled last-
place ratings since moving to the CBS
nightly anchor position from NBC's
“Today Show.” She is the first woman
journalist to anchor a primetime news
program by herself.

Last week while overseas to interview
Democratic presidential candidate
Barack Obama during his travels,
Couric told the Israeli newspaper
Haaretz: “I find myself in the last bastion
of male dominance, and realizing what
Hillary Clinton might have r ealized not
long ago: that sexism in American soci-
ety is more common than racism, and
certainly more acceptable or forgiv-
able.”

In the new survey, four out of five black
voters (80%) say members of their race
face more discrimination than women,
while white voters are split on the ques
tion. Thirty-percent (30%) of whites say

blacks are more victimized, but 31% say
women are.

Women are more divided on the ques-
tion than men. While 36% of men think
African-Americans are more discrimi-
nated against, 28% think that of women.
Among women, 33% think racism is
more prevalent, while 35% say s&ism is.

Most voters believe race relations in
America have improved greatly, and
continue to do so. Eighty-two percent
(82%) think relations between white
and black Americans are better than
they were in the 1960’s, with just 11%
who disagree. White voters are more
likely than black voters to say Eelations
have improved, as ar younger voters.
Sixty-nine percent (69%) of black voters
believe race relations are better today,
compared to 71% last month.

Sixty-two percent of voters (62%) say
race relations are getting better these
days, while 14% say they ae getting
worse and 21% believe there has been
no change. One in four black voters
(24%) believes race elations in the
United States awe worsening. That's up
from 12% last month.

Most voters have not personally wit-
nessed discrimination of either demo-
graphic recently. Eighteen percent
(18%) of voters say they have witnessed
sexual or racial discrimination in the
past week. Seventy-seven (77%) say
they have not witnessed racial discrimi-
nation, while 75% report they have not
witnessed any sexual discrimination.
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[for inclusion in this FREE Calendar, email your event info to events@minorityr eporter.net]

July 18- Aug 31, 2008

SHAPING THE EARH: A PHOTO
EXHIBIT ON EARTHEN ARCHITEG
TURE

The Baobab Cultural Center celebrates
its Summer of Sustainability with a spe
cial photo exhibit, film screening and
artist’s talk on Africa’s rich cultural her -
itage of earthen architecture. Opening
night is Friday, July 18, 6 PM to 9 PM.
Exhibit runs through Aug. 31. at the
Baobab Cultural Center, 738 University
Ave., Rochester, N.Y. The event is free
and open to the general public. Light
refreshments will be served. For more
info, please contact
baobab.center@yahoo.com

August 2, A ugust 9, 2008

“YOUTH SUMMER OF EDUCATION-
AL THOUGHTS”

Youth ages 10-19 will have the oppor-
tunity to participate in a (3) session
educational course, “Steps To Put
Positive Thoughts Into A Booklet.” The
sessions will tale place Saturday, July
26, Saturday, August 2, and Satuday,
August 9, 2008, fom 11:00 a.m.-1:00
p.m. (each session). It will be held at
Mood Makers Books (Village Gate
Shopping Plaza) 274 N. Goodman
Street, Rochester, NY 14607. $25.00
(covers all three educational sessions,
motivational pr esentation by former
World Light W elterweight Boxing
Champion Charles Murray, journal,
and youth booklet). For additional
information contact Gracious Hands
Literary Company at (585)235-2976.

August 2, 2008

2ND ANNUAL AFRICAN-AMERICAN
FESTIAL
Rochester A.B.O.V.E. is anxiously

awaiting its 2"d annual African-
American festivall On August 4, 2007,
we drew in an attendance of 2700 peo-
ple!! We are confident that this year’s
event will be just as successful. The
festival is to be held on Saturday,
August 2, 2008 at the Genesee ¥lley
Park Tupelo, Dogwood, Red Creek and
Hawthorne sites. There will be lots of
entertainment (including, music, danc -
ing, step-shows, Arican art and fun
activities for kids. We are now accept-
ing applications for vendors for this
event. For those interested in volun-
teering, please contact Sonya Sizer
directly at (585)576-2471. For more
information, visit www .rochester-
above.org.

August 4, 2008

MOVING BEYOND RACISM BOOK
DISCUSSION: THE GRAEDIGGERS
DAUGHTER

The book, The Gravedigger's Daughter,
by Joyce Carol Oates. will be featured
Monday, August 4, 2008 foom 7-8:30.
Discussion will be held at Barnes &
Noble Pittsford Plaza - Upstairs
Community Room. For more info,
please call (585) 872-6276.

August 9, 2008

CARIFEST AND FARADE

The Rochester West Indian Festival
Organization, Inc. hosts a Caribbean
Festival, called CARIFEST This event
features some of the Caribbearis finest
in food, music, and arts and crafts.
The annual costume parade highlights
the traditional carnival spirit of the
Caribbean, with its flamboyant cos-
tumes and music. The parade starts at
Liberty Pole Way at 11 AM, and contin-
ues toward the Main Street Armory.
The festival is flom 1 PM-11PM on
Saturday, August 9,2008. For more
information please call 585-234-0909
or visit http://www .rwifo.com/.

August 9, 2008

CHARLES H. ROTH HIGH SCHOOL
ALUMNI REUNION

This is an ‘All Class” reunion which is
open to all alumni, friends and family
of every class of Rth High, (1976
through 1987). The reunion will tak e
place in the form of a cookout/picnic
gathering (food, drinks and extras pro-
vided). The reunion will be held on

Sat. August ch, from 1:00 to 5:00 pm
at Roth Middle School (formerly R oth
High School), located at 4000 E.
Henrietta Rd. Single Registration: $20 /
Family Registration (max of 5 total):
$50. For additional information, con -
tact James Nesmith by phone at
(585)414-4901 or by e-mail at jimmyja-
ma@yahoo.com.

August 11-15, 2008

LOTT CAREY BAPTIST FOREIGN MIS
SION CONVENTION

An estimated 3,000 people, including
some from foreign countries, will be in

Rochester in August for the 11t annu-
al national session of the Lott Carey
Baptist Foreign Mission Convention.
Aenon Baptist Church is the host
church for the 5-day gathering, Aug
11-15, 2008. Sessions will be held at
the Rochester Riverside Convention
Center and downtown hotels. “Called
to Be a Blessing to the Wrld” is the
theme of the convention. A musical
program, prayer and worship services,
workshops, clergy seminars, and mis
sion education classes ae among the
events on the convention schedule.

August 15 t | August 22 "d | August
29th

SHOWTIME FAMILY FRIDAY

Be a Star at “Showtime” Family Friday
at the Rochester Museum & Science
Center

Location: 657 East Arenue, Rochester,
NY 14607 Have fun with the Rochester
Philharmonic Orchestra’s Instrument
Petting Zoo. Try musical instruments
and learn how they make their sounds.
learn about the physics of dance dis
cover how your voice bo x workstake
an improv class with the RMSC Players
try out some “Blue Man Group” per -
cussion instruments

Time: Friday August 15, 11am to 4pm
Admission: Free with Museum admis-

sion: adults $11, seniors/college stu
dents $10, children (3 to 18) $9, chil-
dren under 3 free, RMSC members $1,
Corporate Members $1, Community
Partner Pass $1, goup rate $6/person.
Website: www.rmsc.org

August 16, 2008

VINEYARD THIRD ANNUAL COMMU-
NITY NEIGHBORHOOD FESTI\AL
The day-long event features jazz musi
cian, Jimmie Highsmith, L ocal Talents,
Gospel, area visual artists, tours of the
farm, agricultural center (under con -
struction) & gardens, and opportunities
to buy or order organic produce. The
Vineyard is a pesticide free farm locat-
ed on the northeast side of the City of
Rochester, where produce is grown.
Event Details: 12pm to 8pm,
Admission: Free, Location: The
Vineyard, 126 Sander Street,
Rochester,New York 14605 For more
information call 544-0140 or visit
www.grubrochester.org. Parking avail-
able in School #45 Parking lot off
Clifford Avenue.

August 16, 2008

CLARISSA STREUNION

Clarissa Steet in Corn Hill
Neighborhood-Join the neighborhood
reunion and festival with jazz, blues,
gospel, and R&B music. Sponsoed by
the Clarissa St. Runion Committee.
234-4177

August 16, 2008

SOUTHWEST FAMILY HEALTH FAIR
Wilson Commencement Academy
501 Genesee St. August 16, Sat., 11
am-3 pm

Neighbors, Sector 4, the City of
Rochester & approximately 50 health
providers & community agencies are
joining hands to present the largest
family health fair in the area. Sign up
to win prizes, such as eercise equip-
ment & televisions. Healthy living
information on such topics as: mental
health, developmental disabilities,
holistic practices, coping skills, anger
management skills, substance abuse
prevention, clean streets, lead poison
ing, health screenings and blood pres
sure. Free food, music and entertain-
ment. For information call 311 within
Rochester city limits or 585-428-5990
otherwise or visit: www.city-
ofrochester.gov (releases).

August 19, 2008 AND September

9, 2008 6-8pm

TWO PART WORKSHOP: “LISTENING
TO YOUR BUSINESS”

A two -part workshop designed for cur-
rent and future business owners will be
offered through Action for A Better
Community’s Small Business
Development Program.

The workshop will assist entepreneurs
answer the question “What Do | Really
Want from My Business and How Do |
Get It?” through the development of a
three-year action plan for business
growth. $10 fee includes admission to
workshop sessions, fee parking, and

Week of A ugust 2, 2008

class materials. Rgistration required.
To register or for additional informa -
tion: 325-5116 x 3406 or
Ipancoast@abcinfo.org.

August 23, 2008

SANKOFA MUSIC, DANCE & ARTS
FESTIVAL

Location: Village Gate Feauturing
poetry, drumming, music, dance, kids’
activities. For more info call: 442 9892,
271-7010.

August 29-31, 2008

WOODSTOCK MUSEUM 9TH ANNU-
AL FREE FILM & VIDEO FESTIVAL
Woodstock Museum is a non-profit
educational institution. You can attend
free screenings & workshops at the film
and video festival. This year!s theme is
Freedom. View & critique alternative
films, meet the filmmakers enjoy live
music & dance. The event will be held
at Woodstock Town Hall, 76 Tinker St.,
in Woodstock, NY on Labor Day week-
end. Opening ceremony is at 8:00 pm
August 29. Event will start at 2:00 pm
August 30-31.

August 30, 2008

FREE ANNUAL EMPOWERMENT
ZONE CARNIVAL

New Born Fellowship church will host
its First Annual Carnival on Saturday,
August 30, 2008 at 1550 N. Clinton
Avenue. The Carnival will include:

Free Food, Free book bags, Fee Hair
cuts, with games, prizes and fun for the
entire family. Vendor Registration forms
are available. The purpose of this event
is to invite the community and or gani-
zations to come out fellowship with
each other. For mor e information on
this blessed eventplease contact
Cassandra Kelley at (585) 342-5020 or
503-3457.

August 30, 2008

AFRICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY
HEALTH FAIR

Action for a Better Community Inc., in
partnership with WellCare, Unity
Health System, BLCA, and Faith
Community Alliance will be hosting a
Health fair targeted to the African-
American resident. The event will be
held Saturday, August 30, fom 10:00
am — 4:00 pm in the outdoor parking
lot at Unity Health System’s Genesee
St. Campus. For mor e information, e-
mail lynnrob@hotmail.com.

September 13, 2008

“YOU HAVE THE POWER VOTE!"
COMMUNITY FORUM

This event will take place Saturday,
September 13, 2008 fom 1 pm - 3 pm
at the School #19 auditorium, 465
Seward St. (corner of Reynolds St.).
Discussion topics include voting rights
of convicted felons, the power in your
individual vote, and many others. This
is a FREE event. Pleaseayister at 234-
2200.
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CLASSIFIEDS

HELP W ANTED

Debt Counselors Needed in
Fairport!
ConServe, a five time Rochester's
Top 100 Company; is rapidly

Placement & Car
Services Developer

eer

Sale of Used Appliances
Sealed Bid A uction
The Rochester Housing Authority (RHA) will accept a sealed

bid price for: Sale of Used Appliances located in the City of
Rochester, until Friday, August 15, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.

Ging b4 / Position Description:
epandng 3;‘;’3@355“’ growing * Create & build strong relation

We offer full time hours, great bene-
fits package, competitive pay with
opportunity for bonus, fle xible
scheduling, and opportunity for
advancement.

ConServe is a leader in the 3d
party collections industry. We spe-
cialize in recovering educational

debt for our clients which
include colleges and universities
from all over the country as
well as our largest client, The
U.S. Department of Education.
Send resumes to:
Pkent@ConServe-arm.com
Or fax them to (585)598-6131
WWW.CoNnserve-arm.com
an Equal Opportunity Employer

Employment participants.

Position R equirements:
* Bi-Lingual, Spanish/English p

Insurance.

farm worker population.

Send resumes by July 27 to:
Regional Administrator

Rural Opportunities, Inc.

138 N. Main Street , Albion NY
Fax: 585-589-0256

Email: pmccleary@ruralinc.org

ships with area

employers/organizations/farm owners and their workers.

* Training & Employment Services to include job
placement/development; development of training (skills &
academic) and outreach/recruitment for eligible Training &

* Will learn to facilitate disability services and FAVR (Farm
worker Access to \ocational Rehabilitation).
* Will participate in P rogram Area Advisory Committee.

referred.

* Valid NYS Drivers License. Reliable Transportation. Auto

* Demonstrate technical (computer) and interpersonal skills
and/or marketing skills with specific emphasis on the issues of

14411

An Equal Opportunity
Employer

Contract will be awar ded to a single buyer for all appliances

Bid packa%es may be obtained from the Procurement
Offices at,

New York 14611. Please contact Pocurement at 585-697-
3628 with any questions.

75 West Main Street, (rear entrance) Rochester,

RHA reserves the right to reject any or all bids or waive any
informality or technicalit
interest of the Owner.
for a period of time not to e xceed 90 days flom the date of
close of receipt of bids.

in any bid deemed to be in the
roposals may be held by the RHA

The Rochester Housing Authority
Anthony P. DiBiase
Executive Director

SERVICES

IN FORECL OSURE?

BEHIND ON YOUR MORTGAGE?
WANT TO STAY IN YOUR HOME?

WE WORK FOR YOU!
CALL 1-800-259-7990

NATIONWIDE SERVICE

Upfront Cleaning Service

“We work har d, so that Y OU won 't have to .”

Call Frances Lynn at (585):749-0330

Email: upfrontcleaning@hotmail.com

Call now for the
gift that works
for

you!

* House warming

* Valentine's Day

* Bir thdays

* Anniversary

* Mother's Day

* Father's Day

* A grea gift for
grand parents

* Post-opetive
support

* Light cleaning
support for
Senior Citizns

TruForm Manufacturing Corporation

1500 North Clinton

HELP WANTED

* Skilled Machinist
* Skilled Sheetmet al
Brake Operators
* Grinders

458-1090

Avenue - Rochester , NY - 14621

Get your
events
posted to
our
on-line
events
calendar

FREE
email us at

events@
minority

reporter .net

www .MinorityR

eporter

.net
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