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: (L --Heis just as
much white as
he is black.”

ean Levert, 39, was found
Sdead in his jail cell last week

in Cleveland Ohio. He was
the brother of Gerald Levert who
died in November 2006 at the age
of 40, and the son of O'Jays lead
singer Eddie Levert. He had been
a member of the 80s R&B group
LeVert.

The cause of death was not imme
diately known, but ther e is no evi-
dence of foul-play.
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Letters, Comments

ct P asses House and Senate

Second Chance A

by Congressman Danny K. Davis

House of R epresentatives passes
Second Chance A ct - 11/13/2007
Senate passes Second Chance
Act - 3/11/2008

Sent to White House for signa -
ture of President - 3/11/2008

America has more of its people in
prison than any other developed nation
in the world - mor e than two million.
The vast majority, 95% of the men and
women in our prisons will eventually
return to the community. That means
that every year more than 650,000
offenders are released fom state and
federal prisons and return back to civil -
ian life.

These men and women deserve a see
ond chance. Their families, spouses and
children, deserve a second chance and
their communities deserve a second
chance. A second chance means an
opportunity to turn a life around. A
chance to break the grip of a drug habit.
A chance to support a family, to pay
taxes, to be self-sufficient.

Today few of those who return to their

communities are prepared for their
release or receive any supportive sen-
ices. When the prison door swings open
an ex-offender may receive a bus ticket
and spending money for a day or two.

Many leave prison to return to the same
environment which saw them offend in

the first place. But, as they eturn they
often face additional barriers to reentry:
serious physical and mental health
problems, no place to stay and lack of
education or qualifications to hold a

job. As a result two out of three will be
rearrested for new crimes within the
first three years after their release.

Youthful offenders are even more likely
to re-offend.

One third of all correction departments
provide no services to released offend
ers, and most departments do not offer
a transitional program, placing a heavy
burden on families and communities.
Considering the cost of incarceration
(as much as $40,000 per year) and all
the social and economic costs of crime
to the community it's just common
sense to act to help e-offenders suc
cessfully eenter our communities and
reduce recidivism.

That's why | have sponsoed the biparti-
san Second Chance Act of 2007
(HR1593) along with Representatives
Cannon, Conyers, Coble, Scott of
Virginia, Smith of Texas, Jones of Ohio,
Forbes, Schiff, Sensenbenner, Chabot,
Jackson-Lee of Texas, Cummings,
Johnson of Georgia, Clarke and 75
other Members of Congress. A comparn
ion bill (S1060) has been introduced
into the Senate sponsored by Senators
Biden, Specter, Brownback, Leahy,
Obama and 10 other Senators.

The Second Chance Act will provide

transitional assistance to assist X
offenders in coping with the challenges

of reentry. It will reduce recidivism. It

will help reunite families and protect

communities. It will enhance public

safety and save taxpayer dollars. It is the
humane thing to do. It is the responsible
thing to do. It is the right thing to do.

The Judiciary Committee held hearings
on the bill in April 2007 and quickly

voted to send the bill to the full House.

| fully expect it to pass very soon. The
bill has the support of more than 200
criminal justice, service provider, faith
based, housing, governmental, disabilr
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ty and civil rights organizations.
President Bush has signaled his support
of the legislation as well.

No single piece of legislation is going to
solve the reentry crisis we are facing,
but the Second Chance Act is a good
start. | hope that with the passage of this
bill we will begin a new era in criminal
justice.

I am convinced that any serious effort to
facilitate the reentry of men and women
with criminal r ecords to civil society
must be prepared do two things. First,
we must be prepared to help with drug
treatment on demand for everyone
who requests it. Second, we need to
find work for ex-offenders. Programs
won't supply jobs. After ex-offenders
have undergone rehabilitation and
received appropriate training employ -
ers will have to open their hearts and
put these men and women back in the
work force or they will surely and cer-
tainly end up back in prison.

Congressman Davis is a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives, represent
ing the 7th congressional district of
lllinois. He is a Democrat.

Gloria, you totally 'get it
(Gloria Winston Al-Sarag)

I've been engaged a good part of this
evening in straightening my home
office. During this time I've came across
several pieces of your writings which |
re-read. WOW!!! was | moved (to tears
again). Glo, what an ASSET to this com
munity you are. You totally get it.
Someone has to tell the story in print.
The feelings that a speech engenders
may last for awhile after the facts of the
speech have been fogotten, but when
the facts are set before us in writng they
came revisited and the passion that
were produced in their origin ar e rekin-
dled, as has been the case with me this
evening. Yours is a GIFT; | pray that you
will never grow weary of using it. WE
NEED IT!!! Much respect, love and
honor.
God bless,
Scotty
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Poll Shows
McCain

Winning over
Obama and Clinton

Compiled by Dave McCleary from
information in the W ednesday, April 02,
2008 Rasmussen Bport

ccording to the most recent

Rasmussen Pesidential Tracking

Poll, if the Presidential Election
was held today, John McCain would
beat Barack Obama by a 47% to 41%)
margin and Hillary Clinton by 46% to
42%.

Additionally, the poll shows that of
Democratic Primary voters, 22% will
vote for McCain over Obama and 19%
will vote for McCain over Clinton.

While some Democrats are calling
for Clinton to voluntarily r emove herself
from the nomination, Rasmussen con
tinues to show a tight race for the
Democratic Presidential Nomination,
putting Clinton and Obama at a virtual
tie. Hillary Clinton attracts 45% of the
vote while Barack Obama earns 44%.

Among voters nationwide, McCain is
now viewed favorably by 57% of voters
nationwide and unfavorably by 41%.
Obama'’s reviews are 49% favorable and
49% unfavorable. For Clinton, those
numbers are 44% favorable, 53% unfa
vorable.

But, the Rasmussen Markts, a "pre-
diction market" or "futures market" that
harnesses information in a way that
becomes an indicator of upcoming
events, paints a very diffelent picture.
The Markets give Obama a 82.8%
chance to win the Democratic nomina -
tion while e xpectations for a Clinton vic-
tory are at 15.7%. Marlet data also sug
gests that Obama has a 50.0% chance to
become the next President.
Expectations for McCain to become
President are at 39.2% while Clinton's
prospects ae at 10.0%.

The economy continues to be the
top issue for Americans of all race and
gender. Rasmussen shows that half of all
Americans say that rising gas prices
have had a big impact on their lifestyle
and half of all small business owners say
they believe that the economic condi -
tions for their business will get worse
over the coming six months.
Additionally, the Rasmussen
Employment Index shows that worker
confidence has fallen to the lowest level
of the past five years.

On a side note, the Rasmussen poll
shows that a majority of Democrats
believe former President Bill Clinton's
efforts during the campaign have hurt
his reputation. Forty-three percent
(43%) of Americans believe that
Clinton's behavior during the campaign
will hurt his reputation in history. Just
17% believe his eputation will be
helped while 29% say it will have no
impact. These views awe found across
demographic and partisan lines.

Scott Rasmussen, pesident of
Rasmussen Rports, has been an inde
pendent pollster for more than a
decade. For more information visit
http://rasmussenieports.com.

Local F aith

Senator Barack Obama F

by Kevin R. Scott

he Rochester, NY Faith
TCommunity for Barack

announced it's official start up and
endorsement of Senator Barack Obama
for President along with other promi-
nent faith and community leaders at a
news conference held on March 31st at

Power House Church on the city's south
west side.

The faith based action committee--
co-chaired by Bishop Ronald J. Hoston,
Pastor of Greater Bethesda COGIC and
Bishop Jeffery L. Melvin, Pastor of
Power House COGIC-- seeks to not only
rally support for the presidential candi-
date but to also impact local voter reg-
istration and create dialogue amongst
its respective congregations on the
issues that diectly affect them.

"All of us collectively serve a con-
stituency that Barack Obama has
touched with his plan for this country,”
says Bishop Hoston. "W all are
engaged with them in the social chal-
lenges that they face-- health cae, jobs
and education. We believe that Barack
Obama brings some resolve to those
issues."

The endorsement from the local
faith community comes at a crucial time
for the senator who has recently been
plagued by criticism with regard to
comments made by his now-former
pastor, Rev. Jeremiah  Wright.
According to both co-chairs, Senator

l

Community

Obama stands out as the best candidate
for president most importantly for his

own personal religious beliefs. The
committee highlighted defining

moments from Senator Obama's
keynote address at the last Democratic
National Convention as well as themes
throughout his New York Times best-
selling book, The Audacity of Hope,

where he openly expresses his belief in
God and the importance faith and val -

ues as the lkey aspects that should be
boldly addressed by politicians.

"Our failure as progressives to tap
into the moral underpinnings of the
nation is not just rhetorical, "writes
Obama in The Audacity of Hope." Our
fear of getting "preachy" may also lead
us to discount the role that values and
culture play in addressing some of our
most urgent social problems."

RNYFCFB contends that its endorse
ment of Senator Obama is based solely
on his beliefs, his poposed policies, his
opposition to the war in Irag and major
poll results and is in no way elated to
race as many have assumed.

"There may be a tendency to think
that we are supporting Barack primarily
because he is of Arican American per -
suasion, when in fact he is bi-racial. He
is just as much white as he is black,"
Bishop Melvin asserted. "W support
his policies. We believe that he is the
best person to bring this country togeth-
er."

The issue of race and the rift it has

Endorse

or Pr esident

caused in this country is something
RNYFCFB hopes Senator Obama will
help resolve once elected.

"There is this divide between the
ethnic groups that has existed for years.
We believe that Barack Obama has the
tools, the desire and the ability to
include the traditionally e xcluded with -
out excluding the traditionally includ -
ed," says Bishop Melvin.

Although the committee has signifi-
cant influence on it congr egations with
regard to the presidential endorsement,
there is no assumption that their collec-
tive congregations will follow suit.

"We are standing as individuals that
are leaders in the community. | pastor a
church that may not be 100% for Barack
Obama," says Bishop Melvin who
believes the committee's priority is voter
registration. "Each of the congregants
has their own right to chose they think
will be the best president.”

In the coming weeks, RNYFCFB's
group administrator, Rev. Gwendolyn
Dorsey, with the help of local NYS
Delegate Ken Preston, are taking the
lead in planning an upcoming rally to
broaden it's presence in the community
and strengthen the impact of Senator
Obama's presidential campaign's grass
roots efforts to "build an America rooted
in compassion and a government that
reconciles the beliefs of each with the
good of all."

Week of April 5 -11, 2008



The full story behind R
Wright's 9/11 sermon

As this vhole
sodid  eisode
reqarding the ser
mons of the Rev.
Jeremiah Wright
has plged,l want
ed to undestand
wha he ACTU-
ALLY said in this
speeh. I've been
sying tha con
text is impotant,
and | just anted to kne wha the hek is
going on.

| have nav actuall listened to the sapn
Rev. Wight qae after Satember 11 titled,
"The Dy of Jrusalem's &l." It was deli-

ev. Jer emiah

white ambassador saidttlall,not a badk
militant.Not a ewerend wo preabies aout
racismAn ambassadorhese ges ae wide
open and Wo is tying to @t us to \ale up
and mee avey from this dangrous pecipice
upon vhich ve ae nav poisedThe ambas
sador said the people Wae wounded don't
have the militay caability we hae.But the
do hae indviduals who arwilling to die and
talke thousands with therAnd we need to
come to gps with tha"

He went on to describe seeing the phot
of the aftemah of 9/11 because heaw in
Newark, N.J, when the planes sik. After
turning on theTV and seeing the secon
plane slam into one dhe twin tavers, he
spole passionialy dout wha if you never
ered on Sgt. 16, 2001. got a dhance to sahello to gur family aain.

One ofthe most contiversial stements "Wha is the st of your family?" he
in this semon was vhen he mentioned asled.

"chickens coming home tmaost." He vas And then he told his coregdion tha he
actualy quoting Ediard Red, former US loved them and asH the burch to tell ede
Ambassador to &q and deuty diector of other thg loved themsebs

President Bayan's terorism taskdrce who His semon thesis:

was speaking on FONews Tha's wha he 1. This is a timedi self-eamingéion of
told the congegaion. ourseles and ouramilies

He was quoting &k as sgng tha 2.This is a timeof social ®nsbrmaion
America'sdreign polig has put the tian in  (then he wnt on to sathey wn't put me on
peril: PBS or ntonal cale for wha I'm ébout to

"I head Ambassador € on an inter sg. Talk dout pophetic!)
view. Did arybod/ else see or hear him? He "We hae @t to change theay we hae
was on FOX News this is a Wite manand been doing things as a so¢idtg said.
he was upsetting the PONews commenta Wright then said & can't stop messin
tors to no endhe pointed ou@ white man, over people and thinking thean't toule us
an ambassadohe pointed out tliawha He said w mg need to déae war on
Malcolm X said ken he ws silencedyb racisminjusticeand geedjnstead ofvar on
Elijah Mohammad &g in &ct tug he said other countries
Americas ltickens are coming home to  "Maybe ve need to déare war onAIDS.
roost." In five mirutes the Corrgss éund $40 bil

"We took this counjr by teror avay lion to rehuild New York and thedmilies thia
from the Siouxthe Apahe Arikam, the died in suden deth, do you think ve can
Comanbe the Argpahq the Naaja find the mong to mak medicine vaildle
Temorism. for people Wwo ae djing a slwv de#h?

"We tookAfricans way from their coun Maybe ve need to désre war on the nigon's
try to huild our vey of ease andekt them healthca system thaleaves the n@on's
enslaed and living inefar Temorism. poor with no health serage? Mgbe ve

"We bombed Ganada and killed innocenheed to ddare war on the mishandled educ
civilians babies non-militay pesonnel. tional system and guide quality edutian

"We bombed theladk cvilian commni  for everybody, eery citizn, based on their
ty of Panama with stealth bombemnd killed ability to lean, not their &ility to pg. This is
unamed teenge and todlers, pregnant a time ér social @®nsbrmaion.”
mothes and hat working fthels. 3. This is time to tell God thankuy for

"We bombed Qathf's homeand killed all tha he has mvided and thahe ge him
his dild. Blessed arthey Wo bashgur diil- and othes anotherttance to do His will.
dren's headgainst the odck. By the vay,nowhere in this senon did he

"We bombed kg. We killed unaned said "God damnAmerica." I'm not ser
civilians tying to ma& a Ning We bombed a which semon tha came fom.
plant in Sudan to pdak for the &tadk on This doesn't lain agthing avay, nor
our embasskilled hundeds ofhad working does it Bsole Wright of using the N-word,
peoplemothes and &hers who left home to but wha it does do is adan accae per
go tha day not knaving thathey'd never gt spectie to this coversaion.
bak home The point thall have alvays made as

"We bombed Hoshima.We bombed joumalist is thiaour job is to seek theuth,
Nagasakiand ve ruked far moe than the and not the paial truth.
thousands in Ne York and the Entaon | am also listening to the otherrsens
and ve never bdted an ge. delvered ty Rev. Wight tha hae been the

"Kids plging in the plggound.Mothers  subject ofcontroversy
picking up bildren after dwol.Civiliansnot And let me belear Wher | belise he
soldies, people just ying to ma& it dg by was wong and not justéd in vihd he said
day. based upon theéts| will sy soBut whee

"We hae suppoed stée terorism the facts supparhis agumenttha will also
acinst the Blestinians andldsk South be said.
Africans and nov we ae indignant because
the stuf that we hae done werseas is W  Reprinted
brought right bdcinto our avn front yads Essenceom
America's ltickens a@ coming home to
roost. Roland Man is a Rdio @k Show Hos

"Violence bgets violenceHatred begets Jbunalist and CNN Contributor
hared. And terorism beets terorism. A

Roland‘ S.‘ Martin

Q

with pemission fom

STRA'GHT ...no chaser

by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

Planting

T

j=}

sl ad it not been for the persua-
H sive tactics used by Phillip
Johnson (Mildred Johnson's
son), | might not have considered
leaving the comfort of my home and
yielding to the kind of distractions |
have vowed to duck until | get my first
book in the street. After his request to
engage me in a "Satuday" evening
forum for youth at North Street
Recreation Center, | was convinced
he went to the same school of arm
twisting that Lovely Warren and Chris
Johnson graduated from. They too
are masters of the game, and seldom
fail to turn "no" into "yes."

Personally, it did my heart good to
participate in the Seed Planting that
took place that evening. Over 100
inner-city youth (most appeared to be
teenagers), and parents participated.
The organizers, "Botherhood
Fellowship Basletball League," were
wise enough to invite guest spealers
prepared to keep young minds
engaged and interested in what was
being shared. | was not only asked to
MC but to share. As Apprentice
Coordinator at Rochester Laborer's
Local 435, | was asled to talk about
the benefits of considering construc-
tion work as a viable and lucrative
career consideration.

The theme for the evening was
"Living The Dream." The forum was
held just before the final game in their
All-Star Development Weekend. First
up was Stephen McKnight who
opened the evening with prayer and
gave an overview as to why we were
all there. City Court Judge Steve
Miller spoke eloquently and in terms
the young folks could understand as
he emphasized his need to never see
any of them in his courtroom.

| thought | saw a look of pride on
many of the young faces who had not
realized we had a young black man
sitting on a City Court bench; some
admitted they had met Judge Miller
in his robe. His words and the seeds
he planted, will hopefully k eep those
listening from visiting his courtroom
for any reason other than a field trip
from school.

Michael Brooks (Youth Leader)
and Joy Wittmer (Employment
Specialist) fom Pathways to Reace set
the pace by sharing the employment
opportunities available for youth this
summer. All who wer e 16 years of age
and older were encouraged to con-
tact Pathways for potential job appli-

Seeds

cations, help with a job search, or
resume development.

Next on the program was Gary
McClendon, City Issues Rporter from
the D&C. The brother was on the
money as he discussed how sad it is
for him to witness on a daily basis, the
young folks he sees headed to the
Public Safety like they are in a parade.
He encouraged all within the sound
of his voice to take responsibility for
themselves. He mentioned that at age
49 he had just fathered his first child,
and discussed why that was. He said it
was not because he had not had the
opportunity to mak e lots of children,
but that he was taught responsibility.

The main lesson he had learned
was not to consider fathering a child
he was not prepared to take care of. (I
hope the mother of his child recog-
nizes that.) Sorry to be the one to say
S0, but society is not producing lots of
men with that much conviction these
days.

Last but not least was Cuevas
Walker, a Youth Leader from the
Salvation Army. Cuevas is a 24 year
old who admitted he had been arr est
ed 11 times since he was 17 years old.
He also acknowledged that he had
been in Judge Miller's courtroom and
vowed that was not a path he chose
to re-visit under any circumstances.
He talked about some of the things
that got him in trouble with the law
and about a turning point for him the
last time he was arested. He had
received a visit in his jail cell from a
6'4" deputy who told him to "strip"
and bend over.

The Deputy also told him that if he
did not cooperate he could easily find
two or three other Deputies to help
him with the r equest. He has turned
his life around and avoided the expe-
rience he had known he was headed
for, and that was to prison.

In summarizing what had been
shared, | talked about the criteria for
becoming a Laborer Apprentice, the
minimum r equirements for an appli-
cant, the need to possess a HS
Diploma or GED, and how one MUST
pass a drug test. It might surprise
some to know how many look clean
as that the board of health, but when
tested they burn a hole in the cup.

My final words for the evening
were "stay out of jail, stay out of the
graveyard, and you will be men." The
best on-site examples | pointed out
were my nephew Richard Taggart, my
former brother-in law Keith McClain
(both employed at North Str eet), and
my youngest son Michael Taggart,
who was there to volunteer with the
game that was to follow. Hopefully the
seeds planted that evening will sprout
and were not left on barren soil.

4  www .MinorityR eporter .net




Read and R eap!

One person commented that the
trouble with life is that it is can be
so daily. Life can feel so routine
and hum-drum. But, let's face it;
life is filled with more of the rou-
tine stuff. The spectacular is the
exception.

Some talk about how empty
their lives feel. Certainly, some of
us could use a little more excite-
ment in our lives, but we also
need a certain amount of pre-
dictability. We were not designed
to live lives where something new
and exciting happens everyday.
That would be a little too much
for any of us to handle. This is not
the answer.

When we say that life is dull
and boring, what we ar e saying, in
fact, is that it lacks meaning. e
are saying, "I do not see my life
and the things that | do daily as
part of a bigger picture or plan."
There were three bricklayers.
When asked what they do, the
first said he laid bricks. The see
ond said he was putting up a wall.
The third replied enthusiastically,
"I am building a cathedral. All
three did the same thing, but only
one could truly say that what he
did had meaning, and his enthusi-
asm showed.

It matters how we see the
things we do, and we sell our-
selves short because we downplay
their significance. You can tell by

Life Doesn't Get Any
Better Than This
by Denise Josephs

how we answer the question,

What do you do? Sometimes our
response is, "Oh, | am just a cook."
Yes you are a cook, but even more
than that you are a food preparer
who provides healthful, nutritious

and tasteful meals for your loved
ones or your patrons; and you
contribute to the overall health

and productivity of the nation.

Persons who are healthy tend to
be more productive.

Start seeing the things you do
bigger. So, for instance, for those
of us who are teachers, we are not
simply imparting knowledge; we
are shaping lives. But, even more
than this, we are helping to
advance civilization. When you
can see your daily life and rou-
tines as part of a laiger purpose or
plan, your life will never be dull. It
takes on a certain excitement
because you know that you are
part of a much larger enterprise;
that what you are doing has long-
term implications, and your influ -
ence is farreaching.

Denise M. Josephs is an educatospealer
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College RCMP and
serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Josephs has a Masters of Business
Administration, and owns her own compa
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is aently pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminay.

Ralph and Edna were both patients in
a mental hospital. One day while they
were walking past the hospital swim-
ming pool, Ralph suddenly jumped
into the deep end. He sank to the bot-
tom of the pool and stayed there.

Edna promptly jumped in to save
him. She swam to the bottom and
pulled him out.

When the Head Nurse Director
became aware of Edna's hepic act
she immediately ordered her to be
discharged from the hospital, as she
now considered her to be mentally

This is the love story of Ralph and Edna.

stable. When she went to tell Edna
the news she said, 'Edna, | have good
news and bad news. The good news
is you're being discharged, since you
were able to rationally respond to a
crisis by jumping in and saving the life
of the person you love. | have con-

cluded that your act displays sound
mindedness. The bad news is, Ralph
hung himself in the bathroom with his

bathrobe belt right after you saved

him. I am so sorry, but he's dead.’

Edna replied, 'He didn't hang himself,
| put him ther e to dry. How soon can
1 go home?'
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LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mut&atomobile Insurance Confpeaty Farm Indemnity Confflanynington; linsurance and discounts subject to qualifiglitions.

u have a great idea and would
é it lmzlt especmlly for you —

VANCE CURVES
CUSTOM METAL

F(/ urved

CUSTOM METAL

Designer and Craftsman
Greg Rice will work with
you to custom design
fences, railings, benches,
garden art or anything you
can rthink of to enhance
your home or yard.

G
FﬂHCTI?H_

CALL TODAY
585-530-7890 o
or e-mail H

Gurr@frontiernet.net

One of a kind commissioned pieces.
Visit our collection of custom metal art at

www.vancecurvescustommetal.com

to City Hall

¥ Rochester, New York

o

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you've built, the life you live.

438 North Street

Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax 585-546-3439

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Atnsurance’
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Deeper Finance

by Will Powell

et Iltems

Buying Big Tick

One of the best feelings in the world is to know
that if you wanted to buy a Big Ticket Item, such
as a new furniture set, plasma television, high-
end refrigerator, or stove, you can. Many times
when buying these BTIs, instead of paying cash
we choose to either finance or rent-to-own.

Financing a Big T ick et Item

There are many benefits to financing a BTI. But,
it is important to have a clear and definitive plan

on how you will pay off the debt in the shortest

period of time to r educe the amount of interest.
More often than not, if you buy one of these items when the store if having a sale
you may be able to take advantage of a same-as-cash option. This option nor
mally lasts fom 12 to 36 months and gives you the ability to not pay any interest
as along as you pay off the item in the designated time period.

However, these options are only available to people who have maintained an
average (or better) credit rating. Using credit for BTI purchases means you have
to show you're able to afford the monthly payment. You pay interest on the item
only for the period you have an outstanding balance. You take full ownership of
the item and you are contractually obligated to make all the payments even if
you decide at a later date that you do not want the item.

It's a fact that not everyone has good cedit. And for this reason, there's no short
age of rental outfits that have positioned themselves as an alternate financing
source to help people buy BTls without regard to credit history.
Rental/Purchase Agreements for Big T ick et Iltems

There are many significant differences fom buying an item on credit and rent-
ing it. Rental establishments use what is called a ental/purchase ageement.
These ageements typically last fom 12 to 18 months with payment being
required on a weekly basis. Ater completion of the r ental/purchase ageement
and making all the required payments you will own the item. It's as simple as
that. Right? No.

With pur chasing BTIs with credit, your approval is based on your ability to meet
the monthly payment. With r ental/purchase ageements, your approval is based
on your ability to verify a source of income. Big difference! You cannot be
charged interest on a rental/purchase ageement so the retail price of the BTl is
marked up 2-3 times the cash price, and there is no obligation to complete the
rental/purchase. The ageement can be cancelled by returning the merchandise
at any time.

Most of their items are previously rented at least three times by someone who
did not complete the contract. A fter that, the item is marked as "used" and sold
at a discounted price. For the most part, rental establishments ae not in business
to help you buy BTls. They ar in the business to ent you an item at an inflated
price and have you return it once you get tired of paying for it.

Why use R ental/Purchase Agreements

There are some benefits to a ental/purchase ageement. For example, you are
in the area for a short period of time and do not want to buy furnitur e. You can
rent the items you need and return them when you move. Or you can r ent a
plasma television for that grand super bowl you have every year. Other than
that, a rental/purchase will cost you more than a traditional cr edit purchase even
at the maximum-chargeable-credit-rate of 25%.

Even though we live in a society that is all about immediate gratification, pur-
chasing BTIs using cedit or renting them may not always be the best thing for
you to do. Saving your money so that you can pay cash will always be the cheap
est and best way to own them.

Choose wisely and emember that it's your money and you have a say in how it
is spent. By the way...whatever happened to lay-a-way?

Until next week....LET'S GET DEEP!

William L. Powell, Jr. is founder and president of Mt. &non Mortgage Resource
Center LLC.See my ad on page 9
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face to the name

L aRhonda Leonar d

LaRhonda Leonard came to
Excellus BlueCross BlueShield, Rchester
Region in 2004, bringing with her an
accomplished background in project
management and analytic experience,
along with her extensive educational
background. A proven problem solver,
LaRhonda has a ecord of building rela-
tionships and effecting change within the
organization. As a Prtfolio Lead, in
Information Technology, LaRhonda man-
ages a team of Systems Analysts aoss
New York State to design and support
| various provider applications within the
health plan.

Ms. Leonard is an honored member in
the Empire Who's Who for Executives and Professional. In 2005 she was
member of the year for the National Black MBA Association where she is the
Vice President of Communications. LaRhonda is a charter member of
Toastmasters International. She is the Vice Pesident of Publicity for the
Project Management Institute in Rochester, New York.

LaRhonda has an extensive educational background starting with a Bachelor
of Science in Computer Engineering with a concentration in Mathematics
from Clarkson University. She earned her MBA also fom Clarkson University.
She has continued her education and recently completed the American's
Health Insurance Plans Minority Management Development Fellowship
Program.

LaRhonda is certificated in the following:

" Project Management Professional (PMP) though the Project Management
Institute (PMI)

" Health Insurance Associate (HIA)

" Managed Healthcare Professional (MHP)

" American Council of Exercise (ACE), Rersonal Trainer

Ms. Leonard is a New York State Licensed Esthetician. laRhonda has ample
amounts of training including Six Sigma.

LaRhonda resides with her family in Webster, New York.

“If  I'm g oing to sing like
someone elsethen | don't
need to sing aall."

~Billie "L ady Day" Holiday, African-American vocalist,
one of the greatest jazz-blues singers of all time
Born April 7 1915

Affordable Living For Families

Plymouth-Exchange Neighborhood & Fulton Avenue

Lottery Deadline:
Friday, April 11, 2008, 4:30 p.m.

Rent NEW 3, 4 and 5 bedroom single-family
and attached single-family homes with
central air, appliances, basement, porches,
paved off-street parking and access to
Carlson Commons Community Center!
Income and occupancy requirements apply.

Olean |
Heights

Applications at: Carlson Commons Community Center
2} 70 Coretta Scott Crossing, Rochester or call (585) 436-4040 &
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Up to 50% to 80% off on selected items

585-454-3860

Midtown Plaza
Terrace Level
Rochester, NY 14604

diamonddougsinc.com

Balcony

seats $25

All performances. Not valid on prior purchases

By August Wilson
Directed by Seret Scott

April 15 - May 11

Co-Produced by:
Eastman Kodak Company
Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP
JPMorgan Chase
Nazareth College
Rochester Software Associates

(585) 232 - Geva
www.gevatheatre.org

Photo by Megan McKinne!
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