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President George W. Bush reaches out to Thomas Boyd Wednesday, April 9, 2008, after signing HR 1593, the Second Chance
Act of 2007. Boyd spent more than 20 years in and out of the prison system until he took his daughter's advice and enolled in
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the Jericho program in Baltimore. )

Colgate R ochester
% Intr oduces Initiative
to Honor Dr . King

by Kevin R. Scott

Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School president,
Eugene C. Bay announced a timely initiative to e xpand the
legacy and work of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by
establishing a chair in his honor. The chair to be known as
"The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Endowed Chair for
Social Justice and Black Church Studies" funded by a NA T I O N AL
$1.5 million endowment, will oversee theological educa -
tion that includes lectureships, intensive workshops

)
classes, worship services and community service. N I W S

. . - - page 11
"The vision for the King chair will be a revitalized Black
Church Studies here at the divinity school,” said Bay on

thg eve of the 40th anniversary of the assassination of Dr ARO U N D T H E

King. "The program will also ensure that all associated

with the school understand the historical, cultural and
theological contributions of the black chur ch.” CO M M U N ITY

page 14

Bay, alongside the endowment campaign's co-
chairs Dr. Allen Paul Weaver Jr., pastor of Bethesda

Baptist Church in New Rochelle, and Dr. Charles Cla,SSIerd

Contd on page 3 page 15
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Letters, Comments

A Job W ell Done, Kevin!

Dear Minority Reporter

On behalf of the Supporters of ROCHESTER NY FAITH COMMUNITY FOR
BARACK, we extend our hearty appreciation to the Minority R eporter for the
excellent on-the-spot coverage we received from your outstanding reporter,
Kevin Scott at our March 31st Obama Endorsement News Confeence. In addi-
tion, we thank you also for Kevin's fine article which we wer e proud to see in
this week's Minority Reporter publication.

Our work on behalf of Senator Barack Obama for President in our Rochester
faith community is indeed a challenge that those of us involved with the
RNYFCFB Goup are committed and dedicated to. W e are proud to join with
other faith communities across the United States towads the goal of helping
Senator Obama win the Democratic Nomination and ultimately the P residency.

We will certainly keep you informed about our first upcoming City-wide P rayer
and Inspiration-To-Action Event tentatively being planned for early May, as well

constitute or imply endorsement.

as subsequent activities and events that ag sure to follow.

God Bless %u All,

Bishop Ronald J. Hoston, RNYFCFB CoChair
Bishop Jeffrey L. Melvin, RNYFCFB CoChair
Rev. Gwendolyn Dorsey, RNYFCFB Gpoup Liaison/Administrator

The R ev. Dean Snyder says Obama's
Pastor's wor

The pastor of Hillary and Bill Clinton's
D.C. church says that the Rev. Jeremiah
Wright is "an outstanding church
leader" and warned White Americans
against using "sound bites" to polarize
Black and White Americans. For sever-
al weeks, the news media have

ds have been exploited

replayed 30-second snippets of sermons
delivered by Wright, who served as
Sen. Barack Obama's pastor for nearly
two decades, which show him railing
against racism and condemning
America for its history of slavery, dis-
crimination and White supr emacy.
When the editorial board of The
Pittsburgh ~ Tribune-Review  asked
Clinton recently whether Obama
should be taken to task for not cutting
ties with his former pastor, of Chicago's
Trinity United Church of Christ, she
said, "l think given all we have heard
and seen, he would not have been my
pastor. ..." .

What do you think about P
Snyder's statement? email us at
editor@minorityreporter  .net
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Former #1 woman's champion V enus
Williams announced she is taking a
month long break from the WTA
Family Circle Cup Tour. This means that
she will also miss the USA's Ed Cup
semi-final against Russia on April 26-27.

Williams, who has won six Grand Slams
in her career, told the Los Angeles
Times: "lI've just been having some
issues that | need to esolve, so | am
working on that at the moment and |
am hoping to be back playing as soon
as possible. | am not going to get any
further into it but of course | love the
sport." The word is that it is a not too
serious medical issue, but those who
would know ar e tight-lipped.

Hopefully Williams will r eturn to action
in the Italian Open on May 12, giving
her two weeks to prepare for the
French Open

Clinton Still
Leading Obama
in P ennsylvania

Following a month of declining poll
numbers for Senator Hillary Clinton in
Pennsylvania, the race has stabilized for
the moment.

The latest Rasmussen BRports tele-
phone survey shows Clinton leading
Barack Obama by five percentage
points in the Keystone State, 48% to
43%. That's little changed fom a week
ago, but down from a ten-point lead
two weeks ago, a thirteen-point lead in
mid-March and a fifteen-point advan-
tage in early March.

Most Obama supporters, 58%, now say
Clinton should drop out of the race

while just 19% disagee. A week ago,

Obama supporters were more divided

on that question—45% wanted Clinton

to drop out while 39% disagreed.

Overall, 28% of Likely Democratic
Primary Voters believe Clinton should
get out of the race. That's up from 21%
a week ago. Eighteen percent (18%) say
Obama should withdraw, unchanged
from last week.

2 ' www .MinorityR eporter

.net



Second Chance
A ct of 2007

(PRWEB) April 10, 2008

Federal Prison Consultants, LLC sum

marizes below "The Second Chance Act

of 2007" into potential release benefits
for federal prison and some state prison
inmates and is available as advocates
for federal and state prisoners, their
families and criminal defense attorneys.
With over 200 years of combined expe-

rience on staff, Federal Prison

Consultants can assist with eligibility
and advocate for the maximum release
benefits available.

The Second Chance Act primarily
authorizes federal funding for state and
federal reentry programs. It also directs
-- but does not require -- the Bureau of
Prisons (BOP) to consider giving federal
prisoners longer stays in halfway hous
es, and authorizes funds for a very limit
ed test program for elderly prisoners.
The "second chance" the bill refers to
applies almost exclusively to people
leaving prison -- it does not give shorter
sentences to people alieady in prison.

With few e xceptions, the bill is designed
to provide programs that help people
leaving prison reenter their communi -
ties, so that they do not reoffend.

Only three parts of the bill may be able
to affect how long a person stays in
prison. These three parts only affect
people in federal prison:

1. The first lengthens the outer limits of
the time an individual is guaranteed
consideration for prerelease community
corrections (halfway house) from six
months to 12 months. However, there is
no new requirement that the BOP give
every person the full 12 months in a
halfway house at the end of their sen
tence.

2. The second creates a limited pilot
program called the Elderly and Family
Reunification for Certain Nonviolent
Offenders provision. This provision will
likely only take place in one facility and
is unlikely to provide relief for many
individuals.

3. Finally, the bill increases slightly the
percentage of a federal sentence that
can be served in home confinement.
There is no requirement that the BOP
give prisoners any time in home con-
finement.

The Second Chance Act authorizes
funding for:

1. Existing demonstration and long-term
adult and juvenile offender state and
local reentry programs (does not apply
to federal prisons), including:

" Existing adult and juvenile offender
state and local reentry demonstration
projects (includes educational, literacy,
vocational and job placement services;
a full continuum of substance abuse
treatment services; and provision of
comprehensive services upon eentry

including mental and physical health
care).

* New grants to states, tribal and local
reentry courts for demonstration pro-
grams that would monitor juvenile and

adult offenders reentering the commu-
nity and provide them with coor dinated

and comprehensive reentry services
and programs, including: coordinated

and comprehensive reentry services
and programs including drug and alco-
hol testing and health services and
assessment; community impact panels
and victim impact classes; and commu-
nity services to juvenile and adult
offenders, including housing assistance,
education, job training and conflict

intervention skills.

* Development, implementation or
expansion of state, tribal or local
demonstration drug treatment pro-
grams that are alternatives to imprison-
ment.

* Development, implementation or
expansion of comprehensive and clini-
cally appropriate family based demon-
stration substance abuse teatment pro-
grams as alternatives to incaceration
for nonviolent par ent drug offenders or
prison-based family treatment programs
for incarcerated parents of minor chil-
dren.

* Improvements in education at state,
tribal, and local prisons, jails and juve-
nile facilities.

* Technology career training demon-
stration programs.

2. Enhanced drug treatment and men-
toring programs, including

* Continued and improved drug treat-
ment programs at state, tribal and local
prisons, jails or juvenile facilities. (Does
not apply to federal prisons.)

* Nonprofit and tribal initiatives to pr o-
vide mentoring and other transitional
services. (Does not apply to federal pris
ons.)

* Nonprofit initiatives to provide men-
toring, job training, and job placement

services to eligible offenders (over the
age of 18 and never convicted of a vio-
lent or a sex-related offense). (Applies to
both federal and state prisons.)

3. Improved federal offender reentry
(applies to federal prisons only), includ-
ing:

* Demonstration programs that estab
lish a federal prisoner reentry strategy

* Assistance to prisoners with obtaining
identification prior to r elease.

* A pilot program called "Elderly and
Family Reunification for Certain
Nonviolent Offenders." This program
will probably take place at a single facit
ity designated by the Attorney General

Colgate .

Thurman pastor of the Second Baptist
Church of Mumford, will lead a national
committee comprised of 45 other fund
raisers. The initiative seeks to raise $1.5
million of which one-thir d of the goal
has already been met. Senior Xerox
Executive and CRCDS Tustee Emerson
Fullwood is leading the effort in
Rochester with a local goal of $250,000.

King graduated from the Crozer
Theological Seminary in 1951 when it
was located in Upland, Pennsylvania.
Crozer merged with Colgate Rochester
in 1971.

"We now incorporate into this entir e
school the legacy of both those schools,"
explains Bay "...We claim [Dr. King]
because he is a part of us."

Although Dr. King graduated from
Crozer his legacy is ingrained in the gent
esis of the Black Chuch Studies pro-
gram at CRCDS. A the time of King's
death, the black students of Colgate had
a lockout and demanded that the
school respond to the needs of black
students and the black church-- giving
birth to the Black Church Studies pro-
gram.

"This program-- the oldest in the nation-
- is to be in the forefront of preparing
leaders, ministers and scholars for the
black church- standing in the prophetic
tradition of CRCDS," explains Bay "The
program will also ensure that all assoct
ated with the school understand the his-
torical, cultural and theological contri -
butions of the black church.”

The CRCDS commitment is timely as
the American public struggles to under-
stand the prophetic nature of the black
pulpit in light of r emarks made by presi
dential candidate Senator Barack
Obama's former pastor, Rev. Jeremiah
Wright.

"There are large segments of the
American population, particularly the
white sections of the American popula-
tion who have little understanding of

the black church," said Bay "...Here at
the school, the Black Church Studies
program does not just prepare leaders
of the black church, but exposes all of
our students to the history, the legacy
and the importance of the black chur ch
experience. We also think we have an
obligation to the larger community not
just to our students and the Black
Church Studies will have impact on that
as well."

As a collective, CRCDS feels an obliga
tion to enlighten and bring about an

awareness of the eligious experience in
the black church.

"The black church pulpit has always
been a prophetic pulpit. It speaks to
power. It does not back down. To use
the comments of Dr. Wright as hate
speech is a misnomer" explained
Weaver. "When the media focuses on
the black church and what happens
within the black church, we'll under-
stand the context in which those state-
ments ought to be understood."

The King chair at the divinity school is
intended to be a memorial that honors
Dr. King's ministry in and through the
black church-- one that will keep alive
his work of justice and peace.

"The students at Colgate initiated the
efforts that are being continued today,"
remarked Bay in closing.

1R TE
,], .

Eugene C. Bay Colgate Rochester
Crozer Divinity School president

and will allow eligible elderly offenders
who have served ten years or more of a
long sentence to serve out the remain-
der of their terms in home detention.

* A demonstration program to super-
vise high risk individuals in community
corrections facilities and home confine-
ment.

4. Reentry research

* Funding for research on juvenile and
adult offender reentry, post-incarcera-
tion supervision violations and revoca-
tions, the needs of incarcerated parents,
and the effectiveness of depot naltrex-
one for heroin addiction.

5. Community corrections (applies to
federal prisons only)

* The Bureau of Prisons (BOP) shall
ensure that a prisoner serving a term of
imprisonments spends a portion of the

final months of that term (not to e xceed
12 months) in a community corr ection-
al facility or appropriate conditions that

will afford the prisoner a reasonable
opportunity to adjust and prepare for
the reentry of that prisoner to the com-
munity. The BOP may place a prisoner
in home confinement for the shorter of

10 percent of the term of imprisonment

or six months.

For more information or to get help
with these new programs, please con
tact Ed Bales, Managing Diector of
Federal Prison Consultants, LLC at Dll-
Free 1-888-5-PRISON. Ederal Prison
Consultants, LLC is a full-service
Federal & State Advocacy Firm with
over 200 years of combined experience
on staff.
www.FederalPrisonConsultants.com

Week of April 12 -18, 2008 :: 3



Fair Trade andYou!

by Josph Glasgw, Ph.D

Fair trade is an ganizd social mement
maket-based gproad to alleiaing dobal
poverty and pomoting sustaitity. The
movement adocaes the pgment ofa fair
price as ell as social and \@ronmental
standadls in aeas elded to the poduction
of a wide wriety ofgoods It focuses in par

Receny seeral theds to the mwement
have arisen hich worry social justice cam
paignes. Dario lezzoni, Director of Equita,
a fair tade compan based in Oxm
Quebec sees one ofhe gedest theds to
the fair tade mwement rising &m wha he
sees as "quasiHf trade laeling" For him,
numepous ldéels ceaed in Euope and
North America thiado not pulticly release

ticular on rports from developing countries heir tding guidelines do not constituztie f

to developed countriemost notaly miner
als (lmaxite copper gold, diamonds) hand
crafts cocoacoffeeg tea,sugayrice bananas
and fesh fuits \egetdles

Fair Trade as an ethical consumieoice
movement hasrgwn in popularity wer the
last Bw yeas. Mary fair trade poducts sut
as cofee and lwocolde hae become mer
easy aaildble and common placéhis

trade In tems of transpagng/ thee is no
guaantee of wha business pictices the
consumer is supporg Further concer
arises m the tend of lamge nultingional
companies to miet and epakege their
products to makthem ppear moe sociajl
or ervironmentajl responsile. These mar
keting stategies confuse theuping pubc
and can @de a heightenedvid of cyni

increase in demand has led to modast §iS™M-

real @ins in the health ancellvbeing ofa
variety offamming commnities thoughout
Africa and thelgbal southYet, this mae-
ment based on consumardtis in darer of
being seriouglundemined.

Throughout the desloping wrld, cases of
slavery, poverty and social uphes relae
directly to the poducts w kuy Cocoa po-
duction,a major ingedient ofchocolde, and

Even fir tade companies Ve been to
blame 6r ending consumer cadénce A
few years go the demandof Fair Trade
bananas in Gerary was so red tha a
compaly was bund tiying to sell non-cer
fied bananas as tiged poduce The esult

ing media téention to the incident caused

the maket for fair tade gods in Gemary
to dedine considebly.A real concer faced

by-products of chocolae, has long been by FairTr_ade companies is tithe majority
linked with &ild slaery especigllin the ©f the FairTrade indusyr depends on FO

lamgest cocoa-piducing egion of Westen

Africa. Sinking wrld prices in other com €ason FD coligses or similar scandals

modities sut as cdfee rice and suay hae
also esulted in human rightbuses and

to insue consumer coitfence If for ary

erupt, the entie industy would be danged.

Bgyond maintaining consumer doefce

crushing puerty. Migration to cities becausejimiting factos of the benéfs of Fair Trade

of the failue of these cash aps has br-
geoned the urban poor in nyahfrican and
southen countries

Fair Trade as an integtional industy, bases
itself aound the ky tenants ofranspaeng/
of cetification and sustaibke derelopment
of farmes. The FRaitrade Laelling
Organizéion (FLO), the de &cto intena
tional bog for Fair Trade sets the standis
for world cetification.Working with n&on-
al oganizéions sud as kir Trade Canada,
they monitor and céfy the manfacturing
pricing and ading standds Advertised

exist. Consumer studies in Epe where
Fair Trade has a loegand mae pewlent
history,shawv tha in geneal ony a maxiram
of 20 pecent of people wuld be willing to
pay moe for Fair Trade gods A huge
majority ofpeople wuld ither py a laver
price despite the gaive social and &imon-
mental consequences ofloing so
Particulaty because ofhese limitsmary
actvists and people ékou hae dismissed
Fair Trade as a pduct br a nibhe maket
tha will not lead toeal socialang.

Faced with thesehallengs proponents of

publicly, or transpagntly, these standds prair Trade assetha Fair Trade emains a

allov consumes'to knav the pocesses used,,,

in the poducts thg ae suppaing

For the poducercettification requies them
to follow a list ofsocial and efronmental
business prctices idading no hild slaery,

rthy campaigrBy sheving hav a sustain
ale, successful and ethicaisiness can be
run in emeging and deloping countrigs
Fair Trade povides wrking vigble husiness
models The eal economic beritsf for

healtly working conditions and assessmefg/eloping commmities cause poséi ece

of gender issuetn exchang, the cetified

purchases py a higherstale price ér the

products thg purchasegiving the poducer
a dance to Vie in dignityThe cetification

body monitos actiities on the pund and
recods the pper til of the intenaionally

traded poducts as a guartee to the cen
sumer ofethical bisiness prctices

The curent cetification bod/ gew out of
almost 50eas of consumer actism ly var-

nomic ripple décts bgond the commnity
itself As an edudin tool Rair Trade also
promotes thoughtful consumerism an
exposes the links beten tade and peerty
in Africa and southarcountries

Consumes also hae the Ahility to suppar
sustainble practices in emging and desth
oping countriesFor Simon Ribaudpf
Montreal based Ecotey; Fair Trade mg not
be an endanl of itself but it does a¢ance

ious bodies shc as the Mennonite Social and eronmental justice anddilitae
Organizgion, Ten ThousandVillages and @ géder undestanding othe issues

Oxfam Intendional. Curently thee ae
dozens of companies in Canada and tl
United Stes impoting cocoagoffeg sugar

Within the Rir Trade meement the push
is to inswe the quality ofFair Trade
products both as a meansjastifying high

by Gloria Winston Al-Sarag

State of the

City

ayor Robert Duffy is one of the
I\/I shrewdest politicians | have

met in awhile. Even though he
was not my candidate for Mayor, | am
mature enough to give credit where
credit is due. His approval rating is
high and | credit his charm and sin-
cerity for much of what | lik e about
him.

| always thought he was cam-
paigning for something as Chief of
Police. As Parent Involvement
Coordinator for ABC's Head Start pro-
gram, | found he was never too busy
to participate in parent activities
when asked. Seldom sending surm-
gate to represent him, he was there.
He is a smart man. Unlike the former
Mayor who spent 12 years disespect
ing the only leadership in Albany that
looks like him, Bob Duffy has had
sense enough to recognize the poten-
tial for benefit to the City in embrac -
ing all in State Government.

| especially love the fact that he
and Assemblyman David Gantt have
come to respect each other in a way
that can only seek to benefit the con-
stituents they both serve. It was inter
esting in light of the Spitzer scandal
and the Patterson "Fess Ups," that our
Mayor saw fit to have his wife intro-
duce him, strategically demonstrat-
ing that his marriage is on solid
ground and his wife is not only sup-
portive but involved.

When | got home, | sat in my arm-
chair (the one that makes me an
instant strategist), and eflected on the
2008 Report. | concluded that very
soon there will be empty desks and
chairs at City Hall. | can think of a few
appointed positions in particular that
just might bite the dust.

The proposed re-organization plan
to be revealed may signal the close of
some departments. The Mayor was
most emphatic, minus details, about
the need to consolidate services and
move them closer to the neighbor-
hoods.

Sounds to me like some of existing
Net offices will have services expand-

and teaThese aw products a& then COM g prices and enticing non-ethical consumdr €d- Some staff fom City Hall will be
binedas with the La SiensbCocoa Camino g yant a tasty luxyrin North America

Compay in Ottava,and theArcher Daniels
Midland Compan (ADM) in the United
Stdes to crede docolae and other @pds
So fr thee ae nine types gbroducts cei-
fied under FD with proposals to atimore.

Beyond those nine pducts the
Intermational Fair Trade Assocition or
IFAT, stated in 198%lso ofers monitoring
and guantees of conducbif Fair Trade
business dealing with othesods sue as
handcafts

4

Fair Trade is contining to gow brisky and

Fair Trade poducts continue to compete

successfyllwith hieger gods

Ultimaely, it is ny belieftha this mavement
will sustain itselfo long as ganizéions
companies and espegiaibnsumer remain
vigilant thathe poducts thg buy mach a
regime ofsocial justice

Jseh Glasgo®h.D, resides in Rocheéver

and is an Adjunct (Int'l Business & Ecor

Facultyuniersity ¢thoenix.

www .MinorityR eporter .net

moved out into these City Hall
"Annexes." Others will be seen in the
unemployment line. L as \egas is tak
ing bets on who will or won't r emain
a part of the Administration in partic -
ular. His sugar coated words and his
current intent to not raise taxes will
ultimately leave someone's blood on
the table.

Sports wise, kudos wee given to
the Razor Sharks basktball team, and
Diféepgnition was given to the new

STRA'GHT ...no chaser

Summary

owner of PAETEC Rark Stadium. |
encourage everyone to show their
support May 17 when the Rhinos play
their  opening home  game.
Sometimes Rochesterians act like
spoiled brats. We ask for things and
then fail to support them when they
happen. The Mayor also made it crys
tal clear that the City is no longer
interested in dealing with the team
owners who do not pay their bills and
are in default.

In giving "thanks" the Mayor was
pointed in covering all bases. He rec-
ognized Federal, State, City and
County elected officials. He recog-
nized the Superintendent and School
Board President from the educational
arena. He had representatives on
hand from the business community,
and made mention of a few not-for-
profit initiatives.

From the Religious community he
honored Rev. Errol Hunt, and Rew.
Marlowe Washington. | for one
respect any effort to improve the
community but would be r emiss if |
did not say | am always suspect of
those who arrive on a magic carpet
and manage to get resources and/or
the attention | personally feel others
deserve.

It may sound selfish but in keep-
ing it real, as | have always been
known to do, | can only hope that
the Rev. Cherry's, the Minister
Florence's, the Rev. Hargrave's, the
Rev. Evans's and others who have
been in the trenches ar not at the
helm because they were not interest
ed, as opposed to being overlooked.
Carpet bagging has always been an
issue hee. (I'm ducking.)

The Mayor also made a point of
letting folks know that any informa-
tion pertaining to catching perpetra -
tors who commit crimes will r emain
anonymous if called into "311." Since
safety seems to be an issue with those
who remain closed mouth and are
allowing mur derers to walk amongst
us, get the word out. The beefed up
security | have witnessed downtown
is certainly making me feel safer The
highly trained "downtown patr ol" are
personable, visible and on their jobs
riding and walking.

Now, Sisters: let me have a pri-
vate talk with you. Are you paying
attention? It was also interesting to
note, the department heads and oth-
ers in high profile positions who did
not have anyone on their arms that
look like you. Just an observation that
continues to suggest something has
certainly run amuck in the relation-
ships that we fail to develop amongst
us.

It ain't on THEM, it is on us. We
need to get something together, don't
we? Keeping it real, | have always
been a firm believer in the power of
"pillow talk." Being absent from the
pillow can certainly affect who r ecog-
nizes your concerns. The State of the
City leaders and their choices are a
clear indication to me of what the
future holds for us. Am I the only one
paying attention?




Read and R eap!

e all want to be liked and
this penchant to be liked
often leads to our saying

W

yes to too many things. Then,
when we are unable to satisfy all
of these commitments, we find

ourselves feeling demoralized;
first, for an inability to keep our
word, and second, for having dis-
appointed others. This doesn't
even begin to speak to issues of
self-esteem.

Whenever we give our word
and keep it, we are looked at as
persons who can be counted on,
and we will be judged as someone
who is trustworthy. Unfortunately,
the opposite is also true. And it
doesn't matter that we had good
intentions, for more likely than
not, we really meant to carry
through with what we said we
were going to do.

Failure to keep our word to
others can leave us feeling morti-
fied. Instead of learning from our
past mistakes, however, we make
even more promises. Fearing that
we have disappointed others usu-
ally results in our redoubling our
efforts, hoping to regain their
good will. We set up ourselves to
fail and when we do, it only leads
to further feelings of demoraliza-
tion. This becomes a vicious cycle.
Then again, let's not overlook
those of us who have over-com-
mitted and have kept our word,
but at the expense of our health.

Stop doing things out of the
need to be liked. Everyone is not
going to like you, and more often
than not, it is about them and not

You Have My W or d

by Denise Josephs

you. Your saying yes will not get
people to like you. However, if
you are perceived as someone
whose word cannot be trusted, it's
almost guaranteed that they will
not like you.

Learn to say no. Most people,
who have the need to be liked,
have difficulty saying "no." They
choke on the word. Others may
not like the fact that you said no,
but they can respect your word,
and if they liked you before,
chances are they will continue to
do so.

Check your propensity to say
yes. Instead, ask, "Can | get back
to you on this?" or "How soon do
you need an answer?" Learn to
say, "Let me think about it," or
"Let me check my calendar." Buy
yourself some time. This is an
especially good tactic for those of
us who are quick to say yes.

Under-promise and over-deliv-
er, the saying goes. If you do com
mit, only agree to what you
absolutely know you can do. Do
not promise the moon when you
know you cannot deliver; but,
once you have given your word,
work as if you were going to deliv-
er the moon.

Denise M. Josephs is an educatospealer
and writer. She is a former adjunct faculty
member of Houghton College RCMP and

serves on its Board of Governors. Ms.
Business

Josephs has a Masters of
Administration, and owns her own compa
ny, DeNicest Concepts. She is aantly pur-
suing a Masters of Divinity degree at
Northeastern Seminay.

"W hen a man aises himself from the bwest condition
in society to the highest, manind pays him the tribute
of their admiration; when he accomplishes this elation
by native enegy, gwded with prudence and wisdom, thei
admiration is incr eased; bt when his course, orward
and upvard, excellent in itself, furthermore proves pos
sible, what had hitherto been egarded as an impossike,
reform, then he becomes autming and shining light, on
which the aged ma look with gladness the youn? with
hope and the devn-trodden, as a epresentdive o
they ma themselves beconie

Introduction, My Bondage and My Freedom by Frederick Douglass

(Smith was the first African American to earn a medical degr ee, practice medicine,
and run a pharmacy in the United States.)
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-James McCune Smith,
Born April 18, 1813

* Embellished suits

* Dresses

* Special OccasioAttire

* CareerWear

* Pants and Skirt Sets

* Jewelry and
Accessorie

* Sizes 10 - 34

Celebration Sale Event
30% OFF with A d ‘

Dressed N tyle

Layaways accepted
Orders taken on many|
designer suits

262-3550

Let us dress you
in style!

178W Main St. (1 block west ofVashington §) Tues. - Sat. 12:Noon - 6:00PM

INST ANT GRA TIFICA TION

SAVE UP TO 40% ON
CAR INSURANCE RIGHT NOW

STATE FARM

@
/D

INSURANCE
@

Why wait to save money? Call me
any time day or night for a free quote
or to purchase car insurance.

Jacklyn Ortiz, Agent Call my office 24/7

2018 Latta Road

Rochester, NY 14612

Bus: 585-697-5679
jackie.ortiz.qugj@statefarm.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.
Providing Insurance and Financial Services

State Farm Mutdatomobile Insurance Confpety Farm Indemnity Confflanynington linsurance and discounts subject to qualifiglitions.

L‘Vame

F wurved

kyou have a great idea and would
e it bmlt especzczlly for you —

VANCE CURVES
CUSTOM METAL

CUSTOM METAL

Designer and Craftsman
Greg Rice will work with
you to custom design

fences, railings, benches,

11+ i o garden art or anything you
¥ o ¥ can think of to enhance
= your home or yard.
CALL TODAY -
585-530-7890 One of a kind commissioned pieces.
or e-mail E Visit our collection of custom metal art at

Gvrr@frontiernet.net www.vancecurvescustommetal.com

Unity Senior Housing

Bright, spacious, and affordable apartments for adults 55+

Affordable and Subsidized Housing

Park Ridge Commons, 1465 Long Pond Road
Resch Commons, 600 Island Cottage Road
Moore Park, 11 Chili Avenue
Hilton Park, 100 Leith Lane

Call (585) 368-4200

for more information and an application

Q Unity Center for Aging &

LENDER

Erie Insurance proudly protects you and
what matters most to you. The home you
live in, the automobile you drive, the busi -
ness you've built, the life you live.

438 North Street

Rochester, NY 14605
Phone 585-423-9479
Fax 585-546-3439

D
)

Alnsurance

P. Kay Thomp son
Kay Thompson

Week of April 12 -18, 2008
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Deeper Finance

by Will Powell

Tax filing Deadline Approaching

If you haven't already done so, you still have time
left to have your taxes prepared and filed by the
April 15th deadline. Remember to gather all the
documents you need to file your income tax
return including: W2's, 1099's, tax deductible
business e&penses and charitable contributions.
All of these documents will be required to help
you maximize your refund or minimize your lia -
bility if you owe.

Another good r eason for filing your taxes on time
this year, other than avoiding inter est and penalk

ties imposed by the IRS, is that it is the only

requirement to qualify for an Economic Stimulus Payment. As a side note, dis
abled Veterans and low-wage workers who usually are exempt from filing a tax
return must do so this year in order to receive a Stimulus Rayment.

Eligible people will receive up to $600 ($1200 for married couples), and parents
will receive an additional $300 for each eligible child younger than 17. Starting
in May Economic Stimulus Payments will begin to be mailed, however it may
take a month or so for most people to receive their check.

After filing your taxes this year this may be one of the only times you can actw-
ally believe it when someone tells you "The Check Is In The Mail".

Until next week....LET'S GET DEEP!

William L. Powell, Jr. is founder and president of Mt. &non Mortgage Resource
Center LLC.See my ad on page 8

E-mails misr epr esent
NAACP's position on
Dunbar Village case

face to the name

. Smith, Ph.D

A newcomer to Rochester, Delmonize
A. Smith, Ph.D. is an assistant pofessor
of management at RIT's Saunders
College of Business, whee he teaches
courses such as Oganizational Behavior
and Leadership. He is an advisor for RIT's
Society of African-American Business
Students (SAABS) and serves on the
Educational Development Team of the
inaugural RIT-RCSD Middle College
Partnership Program. The program aims
to give students at Fanklin High School
understanding of the skills and compe-
tencies necessary to enter the challeng
ing college programs at RIT

Delmonize A

Dr. Smith is also the founder and presk
dent of D.A. Smith & Associates, L.L.C., a management consulting firm that
uses poven managerial approaches to recommend and implement cost-
effective, practical solutions to organizational challenges.

Before entering academia, Dr. Smith was the founder and president of
Technetium Group, Inc., one of a handful of Alabama companies recognized
as a Microsoft Certified Partner and Cisco Premier Partner. He has 12 years of
management experience that has been put to work in various industries such
as IT government, healthcare, and education. He has also served in numer
ous roles throughout his career, including IT analyst in the U.S. Army, IT con-
sultant for Fortune 1000 companies, executive vice president for a technolo-
gy firm, serial entrepreneur, and management scholar.

In addition to his published work, Dr . Smith has presented management-elat-
ed research at numerous conferences acrmoss the country, dealing with topics
ranging from entrepreneurial networks and organizational socialization to the
cost of IT projects and the corporate digital divide.

Dr. Smith received his Ph.D. in management fom the University of Alabama,
where he majored in Organizational Behavior and MIS. He is a member of
the Rochester Black Business Association and the Urban eague of Rochester.

A series of viral e-mails ciculating the
Internet the past several days distort
and misrepresent the NAACP's stance
on the Dunbar Village gang rape case
that began last June in south Florida.
The NAACP does not condone vio-
lence against anyone. Any suggestion
to the contrary is not credible in light
of the Association's long history of
opposing violence against all persons.
In fact, it was the West Ralm Beach
Branch NAACP and area churches,
among others, that provided assis
tance in the relocation of the victims in
this horrific and inexplicable criminal
matter.

“The NAACP cares deeply that justice
be applied equally, without r egards to
race, but cares just as deeply that guilty
parties be held accountable for their
actions,” said Adora Obi Nweze, presk
dent of the Florida State Conference,
NAACP

The NAACP National Office nor the
Florida NAACP have talen any formal

position on the case and both believe
this situation will benefit from well
meaning, interested parties allowing
the facts to become further known and
letting defense lawyers do their work.

“The lives of the victims in this case ae
irrevocably altered in the worst way,”
said NAACP Interim President & CEO
Dennis Courtland Hayes. “While we
respect the judicial process and
implor e that equal justice be rendered
for all involved, we must also focus on
ending the continuing plague of vio -
lence in our communities.”

The NAACP and its affiliates will con
tinue to closely monitor the proceed-
ings and details of this case, said Wst
Palm Beach Branch NAACP Resident
Maude Ford Lee, who added, “Earlier
reports that my remarks support the
heinous acts of the guilty parties could
not be further from the truth.”

--For mor e information contact: rmcin -
tire@naacpnet.org

He is married with four childr en.

STATEMENT FROM MA  YOR DUFFY
ON NEW Y ORK ST ATE BUDGET

In a very difficult budget year for New
York State, Rochester did very well with
the increased aid we received in the
state budget. The credit belongs to our
hardworking state delegation and their
resolve to fight for our city.

My thanks to the dean of the delega
tion, Assemblyman David Gantt and his
colleagues in the Assembly: Joe
Morelle, Susan John and David Koon.
In the Senate, our thanks to Joe
Robach and Jim Alesi. Our delegation
fought hard to help narrow the equity
gap in base aid Fochester receives
compared to our sister upstate cities.
While we still have a way to go to get to

parity, we still face a sizable shortfall.

The increase of base aid and the atra
spin up aid will greatly help reduce the
impact of some of the difficult choices
we face in putting forward our city
budget next month. The community

WWW.minorityreporter.net

can be proud and thankful for their
hard work and advocacy.

| plan to publicly r ecognize our delega-
tion's efforts this week for their efforts
and for their stand against increasing
the Maintenance of Effort (MOE)
amount of aid the City is mandated to
pay the Rochester City School District.
Our delegation saw that it was poor
public policy and stood firm against a
fierce lobbying effort. I will stand by my
pledge to not cut the District a penny
and to sit with Superintended Brizard to
work out details of the City's investment
in the schools.

| also want to thank Governor Paterson,
Assembly Spealer Silver and Senate
Majority L eader Bruno for standing by
the investment in the Midtown Plaza
project. This investment will pay huge
dividends in our downtown.
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Another Design/Build Project Completed by

Union City Contractors, Inc.
SBA &(a), Hub Zone, Only City Bonded Black Owned Firm
215 Alexander Street, Rochester, NY 14607

Contact: Jackie@unioncitycontractors.com
WwWW .unioncitycontractors.com 800 675-UCCI

Design/Build General Contractor Commercial Roofing

US Army Corps
of Engineers »
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Rushmor eDrive.com
2008 L aunch P arty
in New Y ork City

(BLACK PR WIRE)( April 10, 2008)

RushmoreDrive.com, an online search engine designed for the Black community,
offers seach capabilities, news, and job information specifically targeted towards
African- American, Black Caribbean, and Black Hispanic communities, as well as
other people of African heritage. Community launch partners include: the National

Urban League, the National Alliance of Black School Educators, the National
Association of African Americans in Human Resources, and the Thurgood Marshall
College Fund. To find out mor e, please visit RishmoreDrive.com.

History of Arbor Day

The first Arbor Day took place on
April 10, 1872 in Nebraska. It was the
brainchild of Julius Sterling Morton
(1832-1902), a Nebraska journalist
and politician originally  from
Michigan. Throughout his long and
productive career, Morton work ed to
improve agricultural techniques in
his adopted state and throughout the
United States when he served as
President ~ Grover  Cleveland's
Secretary of Agricultur e. But his most
important legacy is Arbor Day.

Morton (photo, right) felt that

Nebraska's landscape and economy
would benefit from the wide-scale
planting of trees. He set an eample
himself planting orchards, shade
trees and wind breaks on his own
farm and he urged his neighbours to
follow suit. Morton's real opportuni -
ty, though, arrived when he became

a member of Nebraska's state boad
of agriculture. He proposed that a
special day be set aside dedicated to
tree planting and increasing aware-
ness of the importance of trees.
Nebraska's first Arbor Day was an
amazing success. Moe than one
million tr ees were planted. A second
Arbor Day took place in 1884 and

the young state made it an annual
legal holiday in 1885, using April
22nd to coincide with Morton's birth -
day.

In the years following that first Arbor
Day, Morton's idea spread beyond
Nebraska with Kansas, Ennessee,
Minnesota and Ohio all proclaiming

their own Arbor Days. Today all 50
states celebrate Arbor Day although
the dates may vary in keeping with
the local climate. (State Arbor Days)
At the federal level, in 1970,
President Richard Nixon proclaimed
the last Fiday in April as National
Arbor Day. Arbor Day is also now
celebrated in other countries includ -
ing Australia. Variations are cele-
brated as 'Greening Week' of Japan,
'The New Year's Days of Tees' in
Israel, 'The Tree-loving Week' of
Korea, 'The Reforestation Week' of
Yugoslavia, 'The Students'
Afforestation Day' of Iceland and
'The National Festival of Tree
Planting' in India. Julius Sterling
Morton would be pr oud. Sometimes
one good idea can make a real differ-
ence.

For the homeowner, Arbor Day is an
excellent opportunity to tak e stock of
the trees on your property and plan

for the future. Inspect your trees.
Note any broken branches or evi-
dence of disease or insect infestation.
Think about how planting new tr ees
might impr ove the look of your prop-
erty or provide wind or heat pr otec-
tion. Take a trip to your local nursery

to see what's available and to get
new ideas. Walk around your neigh -
bourhood. Are there any public
areas where tree planting or tree
maintenance might make a real dif-
ference to your community? Talk
with your neighbours. Find out what

their opinions are. And, oh yes,
plant a tree.

indicate “autopay.”

>>
receive a paper hill?

to learn more.

>>

An Energy East Company.
0207

Want to make your payments online and still

Use our e-Payment service to make your monthly
payments. Visit rge.com and under “Account
Management” select “Billing and Payment”

Want to take it to the next level? Go completely
paper-free with our e-Bill service. Visit rge.com

to learn how you can receive and pay your bill online
and view up to 13 months of billing history.

Go Paper-Free and Save a Tree!

You can belp the environment by selecting a paperless form of bill payment.

>> Want to receive a paper bill but still reduce paper and postage?
With our Electronic Funds Transfer service, you can receive a paper bill but your
payment will be automatically deducted from your checking account. We will no
longer send you a return envelope to mail a payment and you Il save a paper check
and stamp each month. Enrollment is easy — just complete the enrollment form
on the back of your payment stub. Once enrolled, your payment stub will

ZND

Always at Your Service

wos 'abBa " AAAMAN
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Up to 50% to 80% off on selected items

585-454-3860

Midtown Plaza
Terrace Level
Rochester, NY 14604

diamonddougsinc.com

Balcony
seats $25

All performances. Not valid on prior purchases

By August Wilson
Directed by Seret Scott

April 15 - May 11

Co-Produced by:
Eastman Kodak Company
Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP
JPMorgan Chase
Nazareth College
Rochester Software Associates

(585) 232 - Geva
www.gevatheatre.org

Photo by Megan McKinne!
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